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Sunday Worship 
Will be recorded and     

posted to Facebook and 
our Website. We are also 

holding Drive-in services at 
8:00 AM and 9:15 AM in 
the church parking lot. A 

weekly devotional will also 
be mailed to each       

member. 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador 

    Lutheran’s aren’t known for celebrating the saints of the church.  Luther was 
against worshipping them as little “gods,” but was all for lifting up their lives as 
examples to learn from.  Maybe now and again we should take a look at these 
Christians who came before us and the witness they left.  What would we 
learn from Saint Patrick, one of my favorites?  Let’s take a look at Patrick. 
   Patrick was born in Britain around 386 A.D.  Much of his life is unknown to 
historians and very little can be verified.  His birth name may have been       
Maewyn Succat, with Patrick the name he took in later years after his           
ordination.  His father’s name was Calphurnius, a deacon from a Roman     
family of high social standing.  His grandfather, Pontius, was also a member of 
the clergy, which makes it odd that Patrick was not raised with a strong        
emphasis on religion.  Neither was education particularly stressed during his 
early childhood.  I think it was assumed that education was best delayed until 
your teens and early twenties.  Unfortunately for Patrick, at 16 years old he 
was captured by Irish pirates and sold into slavery in Dalriada, the north      
eastern corner of Ireland.  Patrick’s master was Milchu, a high priest of       
Druidism, a pagan sect that held influence over the country at the time.  His 
job was to tend sheep with little attention given to his bodily needs.  It is even 
questionable whether he was provided clothing to protect himself against the 
elements.  While his parents may not have stressed religion, they had planted 
the seed.  For six years he clung to his faith for dear life and it, and it alone, 
helped him survive some extremely difficult years.  In 408 A.D. he dreamed of 
escaping slavery.  He heard a voice say to him, “Your hungers are rewarded; 
you are going home.  Look, your ship awaits.”  It was a risky endeavor.       
Capture could have meant his life, but he ran for it, ran 200 miles without once 
being stopped, and sure enough when he reached the coast there was the 
ship anchored.  The sailors had to know he was a runaway, but at the last   
moment took him onboard.  He finally made it back home to Britain after a few 
side trips.  Now in his mid-twenties he had missed years of further education.  
The young man was never able to make up for them and even in his later life 
was embarrassed by his lack of knowledge.  Finally free he went to France to 
study and entered the priesthood in around 418 A.D.   
       (Continued on page 2) 

March 17th is Saint Patrick’s Day 
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

March 2021 
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 (Continued from page 1)  While a slave in Ireland he had a dream where the children of       
Ireland were reaching out their hands, asking him to share his faith with the Irish.  In the years 
that followed his escape, that vision was all but forgotten until 432 A.D.  That is when the Pope 
sent him to Ireland to serve a small community of Christians already living there and to spread 
the gospel to nonbelievers.  By that time he was already 47 years old.  Back then, definitely 
beyond his prime, Patrick went despite its dangers.  He lived among the people, never know-
ing from one day to the next if it would be his last.  During his 29 years in Ireland he    man-
aged to convert some 100,000 Irish and started 300 churches.  Ireland was converted without 
one drop of blood shed. That is an impressive accomplishment, but Patrick never set out to 
make a name for himself.  My guess he would be a bit embarrassed about Saint Patrick’s Day.  
He went back to the very same area in Ireland he had once been a slave because he had a   
genuine affection for the people.  He was warmhearted and compassionate and loved the Irish.  
His success was not the results of his eloquent tongue or keen intellect, but his humility and 
authenticity.  He was willing to meet the Irish on the familiar ground of their own culture and he 
built his churches on the same ground that once was set aside for their sacred groves, wells 
and mounds.  The man who sorely felt his lack of education stressed teaching his followers the 
essentials of Greek and Latin and laid the foundation for Irish scholasticism that would make 
the Church of Ireland and Ireland one of the few places where learning was valued and        
promoted during the Dark Ages to come. 
   What can we learn from Saint Patrick?  Well, first of all, “Hang onto your faith!”  It can provide 
each and every one of us the strength to meet and live through difficult days.  Some of us      
already know that is true.  What else?  Patrick is an example of a different kind of strength, a 
strength we could all use a dose of these days.  It is a strength that empowers a person to 
reach out to someone who doesn’t think like they think or believe what they believe, but still 
values them as a human being.  It is a strength that doesn’t assume it already has all the        
answers.  It has the humility to know that just can’t be true.  It is ready to listen.  It is a strength 
that truly wants to practice Christian love, which seeks only the best for all God’s children.  
That takes some strength. 

Meditative Music during Lent 
From 11:00 a.m. to Noon on Wednesdays in March Linda Kunz 
will be in the sanctuary playing meditative music for anyone who 
would like to come in, sit, breathe in, breathe out, relax and pray.  
It may be just what our souls need.  All we ask is that you wear a 
mask and sit at least six feet apart from one another.   
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In the past week Madison and Dane County Public 
Health in the past few weeks have raised their     
guidelines as far as the number of people who can 
gather indoors to 25 with food and 50 without food.  
So why is Christ Lutheran staying the course and 
delaying opening our doors for indoor worship?   
 
Here are a few reasons:   
 
 Till the end of February our sanctuary is a work 
zone.  The Lighting Project is finally getting done.  
Its delay was no fault of the Property Committee.  
We just had a number of hoops to jump through 
first.   

 
 We haven’t all been vaccinated.  Some of us will be waiting till May or June for our turn.  And even 

though you are vaccinated, you can still be a carrier of Covid-19.  Add to that the fact that there are 
some new variants out there that vaccinated individuals may or may not be protected against.  

 
 
 Dane County included in their February 10th order a warning  “As of February 7, a gathering of ten 

people in Dane County had an estimated 6% chance that at least one Covid-19 positive person     
being present.  This chance increases to 14% for a group size of 25, 26% for a group size of 50,   
and 46% for a group size of 100.”  I don’t like those odds.  Worship should not be a Super        
Spreader Event.  

Our first Drive-In Service was the first Sunday in April.  We are coming up on our one year anniversary.  
You have been absolutely wonderful!  You have come to the Drive-In Worship Services, you have 
watched the service online or by live stream.  You have done your best to stay connected to CLC.  We 
all want things to get back to normal, but I ask you to be patient just a little longer.       

                 March 2021 Worship Schedule 
 Drive-in Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.  
 
Other Worship News…. 
Sunday, March 7 – Holy Communion 
Sunday, March 14 – Pastor Scott guest preacher 
Sunday, March 21 –Sophie Geister-Jones guest preacher 

Lenten, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Drive-In Services at 6:30 p.m.  

The last seven words Jesus spoke from the cross have never 
been forgotten.  This year during Lent we will take a good look 
at each one of them. 
 
Wednesday, March 3:  Behold! 
Wednesday, March 10: Forsaken! 
Wednesday, March 17: Thirst! 
Wednesday, March 24: Finished! 
Maundy Thursday, April 1:  For You! 
Good Friday, April 2:  Hands! 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Take-Out Lenten Dinners Continue ... 
 The youth are going to see how serving a Take-Out Lenten Dinner goes with our Drive-In    
Lenten Services.  Take-Out Dinner will be served from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m.  After picking up       
dinner, park in the church  parking lot, enjoy your meal and get ready for worship to begin at 
6:30 p.m.  Just like our Take-Out Dinner in January, place your order at the front door and pick 
up at the East Door.  The cost will be $10 for adults, $5 for 12 and under.  Please bring your 
own beverage.  A call telling us you are planning on dinner would be nice, but not absolutely 
necessary.  We will serve you if you come.  The church phone number is 608-873-9353 
 
Menus… 
 
Wednesday, March 3rd:  Meatballs and Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Coleslaw,  Swedish 
Rye Bread and for dessert - Strawberry Rhubarb, Cherry, 4 Berry Pie or Apple Crisp  
 
Wednesday, March 10th:  Homemade Chili or Chicken Spatzle Soup, Egg and Ham Salad 
Sandwiches (1 of each – egg and ham salad packaged separate from bun), Ramen Noodle 
Salad and Snickerdoodle and Molasses Cookies 
   
 

Wednesday, March 17th This meal will be a bit different.  It’s 
Saint Patrick’s Day and we are opening this meal up to the 
public. The menu is Corned Beef and Cabbage with Carrots 
and Potatoes, Irish Soda Bread and Swedish Rye Bread and 
Bread Pudding with Lemon or Rum Sauce.  The cost is $10, $5 
for 12 and under.  And we will serve from 4:00 – 6:15 p.m. 
Please call 873-9353 to make a reservation  
 

Wednesday, March 24th:  Wild Rice Soup with Bacon, Chicken Salad with Almonds Slivers 
and Grapes, Swedish Rye Bread, Strawberry Shortcake (strawberries packaged separately)  
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It is March and like so many March’s in the past the Social Concerns Committee is hosting    
a Food Drive for the Stoughton Food Pantry.  Unlike past years - and totally because of 
Covid-19, we are collecting monetary gifts exclusively.  In past years with a combination of 
food and cash we have raised 3 tons.  Our drive last year continued into Lent.  This year our 
goal is to raise $6,000 between now and the end of Lent to reach our goal. 
 
As of February 14th we have raised $1850 in monetary gifts and 78.74 pounds of actual food 
for the Stoughton Food Pantry.  That’s a nice start.  We have budgeted $2500 for the 
Stoughton Food Pantry from the CLC Foundation, but it would be great to raise the entire 
$6,000 without the Foundation’s help.  We have a month to go. 

A New Member Sunday is being planned for Sunday, March 
21st.  If you are interested, or know anyone who is interested, 
please contact the church at 873-9353.  Pastor Paula would like 
to visit with you in the café at least six feet apart and masked 
prior to our new member Sunday.  Call the office to schedule an        
appointment to meet with Pastor Paula individually or as a 
family group. 

3x                 = $6,000 
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Fill a bed for those in need! 
 

The START program in Stoughton is looking for new bedding 
(blankets, sheets and pillows) for area families in need.  The 
Bedding needs to be brand new because of restrictions from 
Covid-19.  Please drop off any donations to the church office on 
Tuesdays through Fridays from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Primarily 
twin and full sizes are needed. Then the will drop them off at the 
START office.  



By Diane Matson 

The answer to the question “how did you meet your significant other”   
elicits a variety of responses. Some couples met at church, or at a dance, 
or in a bar, or at a wedding, or even at a gas station.  Maybe friends set 
them up on a blind date, or they met in college, and one couple even met 
in the mail room of the Hillfarm State Office Building in Madison. But at 
the DENTIST? Who meets the love of his/her life while lying prone in a 
dentist’s chair wearing a bib, and having a meaningful conversation with 
wads of cotton in your mouth?  But so began the romance of Roger and 
Geri Slack over 34 years ago! 
 

A native of the rural Viroqua area, Roger was farming with his dad and brother and while      
repairing a tractor, broke a front tooth. His family dentist had recently died, and Roger had 
been scrambling to find a dentist who would see him on an emergency basis. After 5 failed  
attempts, the dentist for whom Geri worked as a dental hygienist agreed to see him. And now 
we know how THAT all turned out. 
 
Geri’s hometown is Monona, but before meeting Roger in that dentist’s chair in Viroqua, she 
had also called Platteville and Darlington “home”. As luck would have it, Geri DID live and work 
in Viroqua when they met, and she continued her career even after they moved to Stoughton in 
May of 1990, finally hanging up her latex gloves in 2012 after 42 years in various dental  
offices, working for both Madison Family Dental and for Dr. Thomas Theis in Stoughton.  
 
Four years at UW-River Falls and almost 3 years in Minneapolis in the mid-70’s had influenced 
Roger to begin pursuing a 2-year stint in the Peace Corps in Tunisia…and then he broke that 
tooth. Instead, he went back to school at the Wisconsin School of Electronics and retired        
from Madison Kipp as a Senior Electronic Control Tech in 2018 after almost 28 years of         
employment. Geri had become his bride on August 30, 1986. Ultimately, the Slack family grew 
to include Sheryl and Shane Spensley and Alycia and Greta Slack. 
 
Settling in Stoughton and living just a few blocks from the “old” Christ Lutheran on East Main, 
Roger and Geri visited there, immediately recognized the friendliness of the people, and        
became members. Their involvement with this congregation is legendary. Both Roger and Geri 
have served on Church Council. Most recently Geri chaired the Education Board and Roger 
was Council Vice President. Roger currently writes the “Go and Tell” column in the monthly 
Ambassador, and both he and Geri have served as ushers and can be counted on to “pick up 
the slack” (clever huh?) whenever there’s a need for volunteers in almost any capacity. 
 
Geri would love to be a “snow bird”, so whenever an opportunity arises, their compass points 
either South or West. Daughter Alycia lived in Texas for 2 years, affording opportunities for   
visits to Austin, San Antonio and Galveston. San Diego was a favorite destination also, and 
last January Roger and Geri visited CLC Snow Birds John and Carolyn Hanson on their month
-long adventure in Florida driving from the west coast, south, and up the east coast. 
 
Thank you Roger and Geri for your 31 years of service to Christ Lutheran. You are true CLC 
Ambassadors, (and we have Geri to thank for Roger’s beautiful smile!) 

Roger and Geri Slack 
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 By Roger Slack 

  
What we call “The Book of Romans” in the New Testament is       
one of many letters written by Paul while he is either on the road 
revisiting the various churches that he helped to establish or during 
times when he was in prison and could not go anywhere. Those 
young men that traveled with him, taking care of him, would end up 
being messengers for him carrying these letters to the young 
churches and in turn letters from the young churches back to Paul 
asking questions about things they needed answers to. Paul had 
never been to Rome when he wrote this letter to the young group of           
believers. In Acts 18, Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish 
Christian husband and wife that had been driven out of Rome when 
the Emperor Claudius had all the Jews run out of town. They met 
Paul in Corinth, Greece where Paul joins them in their tent making 
business as a means of supporting himself and not being a burden 
on the new churches. I am sure Aquila and Priscilla were a big 
source of information for Paul as to where the new Christians were 
in their understanding of the Gospel message and what Jesus had 
done and what He wanted us to do as a result. I don’t really know 

how the “church” got established in Rome. It was probably ordinary people that heard the    
message of one of the Apostles and believed and in their travels and work ended up in Rome. 
They shared that same Gospel message with family and work comrades and as a result began 
a small congregation. Paul wanted very badly to go to Rome, but was prevented by being held 
in prison. As a result of these delays, Paul writes this comprehensive letter to the Romans,       
starting from the very beginning as he did not know what each one knew and understood. Paul 
explains we are all sinners. It is “Game over” before we ever get started, but because of what 
Jesus did on the cross and then being raised from the dead, we have new life, just like Jesus, 
not because we deserve it, but because God made it possible out of His love for anyone who 
would trust and believe in such a simple message.  
 
 Paul ended up finally getting to Rome as a Roman prisoner going to present his case       

to Caesar himself. Even as a prisoner, he was able to touch many lives during the trip,              

shipwrecked on Malta and 3 months wintering where he healed many of the islanders of               

diseases, and then finally arriving in Rome where the Roman guards were so impressed with 

him that they let him live in a home with only one guard staying with him. His aim was to go on 

to Spain after his trial, but from what we know, he never got there and died in Rome.  
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“Christ In Our Home,” daily        
devotional booklets large and 
small print for April, May and   
June are available.  



NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 
 

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 2021 
Monday, June 21 – June 27 

Youth in Grades 7-12 and ALL INTERESTED ADULTS     
Cost:  $350       $300 after campership 

    
 

When to go is the question.  The Mission Trip is taking our usual week in July. We want to give 
the snow time to melt in Glacier National Park. Let’s try just switching weeks. How about June 
21 – June 27. The ice goes out in late May in the BWCA. The water will be colder, but the    
fishing will be better.          
   As always to keep our costs down we pack out our own food and provide as many of our 
own tents and Duluth packs as possible. We have 15 Duluth Packs. The Outfitter provides the 
canoes, paddles, life jackets, a few Duluth packs, bunkhouse accommodations for Monday, 
June 21, breakfast the following morning and a shower when we come off trails. We come off 
trails the morning of Sunday, June 27, shower and head home. We usually arrive home about 
10:00 p.m.  For youth who can drive, parents may want to leave a car in the church parking   
lot.  We have two permits for Seagull Lake and one for Sag. One group at least will focus on 
fishing, the other on seeing just how far they can go. Brad Milbauer has agreed to lead the 
fisher people. Pastor Paula and Lori Moll will lead the other.      
   We leave early Monday, June 21 at 6:00 a.m. That means you need to be at the church by 
5:30 a.m. to pack. Why so early?  We have 500 miles to travel. Bring food to snack on in the 
vehicles.  We will stop at Duluth Harbor for lunch. Bring a packed lunch if you like.  Food can 
be purchased there.  In Grand Marais we will have supper at Sven and Ole’s pizza before we 
head up the Gunflint trail and Voyageur Outfitters. That cost is part of the trip.   
   What do you do in the Boundary Waters?  You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an 
open fire, swim, fish, enjoy the wilderness and the people you are with.  Bring a book to read 
and some small portable games. We come off the water between 7 - 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
shower, pack up and leave for home.  The cost of the trip also covers breakfast/lunch at the 
Mid Trail Cafe about 30 miles south of the Outfitters. Once you have signed up, I will share 
with you a list of items that you will need to pack out.   

Page 8                                                                                                                 Christ Lutheran Church 

Education Updates 
On Sunday February 7th,  our Sunday school classes along with 
some parents made Valentine’s Day cards for handing out to people 
in our community. We had a very small group to make the cards this 
year because we have much smaller numbers of kids who are        
attending in-person due to the pandemic.  However, between the 
people that have been attending in-person Sunday school and one 
parent that brought in 40 homemade valentine’s from home we     
managed to make over 100 Valentine’s to hand out.  We first mailed 
cards to our Christ Lutheran church members that are shut-ins and 
we delivered cards to: The Meadows, Azura, and Stoughton Hospital 
patients. We also delivered 10 cards to the police department and    
10 to the nurses and doctor’s at the Stoughton Hospital. Everyone 
was very appreciative of the cards.   
 
Thanks to everyone that helped using their time and talents to making 
these cards and also to those that donated materials for this project! 
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The youth are still collecting items for their Silent Auction.  We have two items at this time.  
 

From Conant Automotive a Kamado Joe 18” Classic III 18 inch Charcoal Grill and Smoker  
That retails for $1800. 

 
 

With the Kamado Joe Classic III, achieve classic charcoal flavor every time you grill, smoke,            
roast or bake. The Classic III has a cooking range of 225ºF to over 750ºF. This 18" diameter grill 
has everything you need to start grilling now. In the box, you will find the grill, cart, hyperbolic 
smoke chamber, 3-tier divide & conquer cooking system, stainless steel charcoal basket, folding 
aluminum side shelves, grill gripper, and ash tool. Other ceramic grill brands charge per item while 
Kamado Joe includes every necessary item in the box. 
 
And once again John and Barb Iverson are offering a 5 Hour Charter Fishing Experience on 

Lake Michigan for 6.  John Iverson will be your captain.  A $450 Value 
 

 

We will let you know when the bidding begins. 

4th Grade First Communion Instruction 
    
   On Sunday, March 7th, 14th & 21st 4th Graders and their parents’ 
will meet in the Cafe from 9:00 – 9:45 a.m. for First Communion     
Instruction. Jen Hoffman will be teaching.    
   On Wednesday, March 31st we meet in the church kitchen from 
right after school to 5:00 p.m. to bake bread.  If you need a ride from 
school please let the church know.  On Thursday, April 1 we gather 
for a Drive-In Maundy Thursday Worship Service where we will hear 
the story once again of the first time Jesus shared the bread and 
wine of Holy Communion with his disciples.  Our young people        
will be recognized and will receive a gift before the worship begins.  
Despite Covid-19 we want to make this milestone event in their    
lives meaningful. 



Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
On behalf of the Stoughton Food Pantry we thank you for 
your donation of $5,546.55 and 89 lbs. of food.   
 
The Stoughton Food Pantry is a valuable resource for      
needy families of our area, and many will benefit from your           
generosity. Your gift enables us to meet the needs of those 
who might otherwise go hungry. 
 
During the year 2020, the food pantry served 1280          
households and 3053 individuals in need, and distributed        
a total of 104,673 pounds of food.  
 
We know there are many organizations that deserve your 
support. Thank you for making Stoughton Food Pantry a       
priority and helping us advance our mission.  
 
Sincerely, 
City of Stoughton Food Pantry 

Page 10                                                                                                                Christ Lutheran Church 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you for your support of the Stoughton Area 
Resource Team, INC. (START) through your  
recent donation of $5,000. Your generous gift will 
help Stoughton area residents experiencing    
hardship or crisis. It will allow us to link families 
with community resources and provide support in 
case management, housing, utilities, health,    
employment, education, and financial assistance 
when appropriate. Please know that your         
contribution truly makes a difference.  
 
With Gratitude, 
Cynthia L. Thompson 
START Program Director 

Coming in April – An Adult Book Study on 
“The Five People You Meet in Heaven” by Mitch Albom 

Thursdays – April 15 – 29 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Café 

 
 

   The book explores a question human beings have asked down 
through the ages, “What is heaven like?”  If you would like to explore 
that question, please join us.   



                              Memorials 
In Memory of:    From: 
Louise Kluge    Jack & Jan Finney 
Louise Kluge    Reta Smith 
Louise Kluge    Greg, Mary & Kimberly Onsager 
Louise Kluge    CLC Women With a Mission 
Louise Kluge    Jenny Hoffman 
Joyce Harnack    Gerarld Harnack 
Joyce Harnack    Brad & Heather Harnack  
 
  Endowment Foundation 
 
In Memory of:                                 From: 
Louise Kluge    Mark & Karen Benson 
Joyce Harnack    Roger & Judie NItzsche  
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Scholarship  
Opportunity: 

The Bryant Foundation is giving away scholarships from $2000 to $12,000 for full or part-time 
study at a vocational– technical school, college or university of your choice for the entire            
2021-2022 academic year.  
 
For students that graduated or earned a GED from one of the following schools: 
 
Arcadia High School, Arcadia    Neillsville High School, Neillsville 
Black River Falls High, Black River Falls  Riverdale Schools, Muscoda 
Bloomer High School, Bloomer   Stoughton High School, Stoughton 
Mineral Point High, Mineral Point   Viroqua High School, Viroqua 
Montello Junior /Senior High School, Montello Wautoma High School, Wautoma 
 
Preference is given to non-traditional students who did not go directly to college after high school 
& who want to attend college, or are currently enrolled in college. For an application or more          
Information go to: https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/bryantfoundation or call 1-507-931-1682 
and ask for The Edwin E. and Janet L. Bryant Foundation Scholarship Program 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 15th, 2021 

A couple of pictures of the sanctuary during the sanctuary lighting  project which should wrap up in a couple of weeks. 



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenny Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Office Administrator  

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 
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