United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3
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The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s
history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments
begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers
that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When
Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God
alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods.
The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities
and the world.
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Give Me Jesus”
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source
of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
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P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to
the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Fountain of living water,
C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen
P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace; by the saving love
of Jesus Christ, by the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven,
and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C: Amen.
HYMN: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” #324 ELW
Vs. 1: In the cross of Christ I glory, tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.
Vs. 2: When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
Vs. 3: When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.
Vs. 4: Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
LITANY FOR LENT
P: The word is near you,
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C: on your lips and in your heart.
P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.
P: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” #338 ELW vs. 1 & 2
Vs. 1: Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand;
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day.
Vs. 2: Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see
the very dying form of one who suffered there for me.
And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM: “Abide With Me”
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17
20 And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods
before[a] me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow
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down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of
those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 “You shall not misuse the
name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name. 8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner
residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 “Honor your father and
your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not
covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male
or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” #337 ELW vs. 1
Vs. 1: Alas! And did my Savior bleed, and did my sov'reign die?
Would he devote that sacred head for sinners such as I?
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 2nd Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 2:13-22
13
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of
cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold
doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a
market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will
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consume me.”[a] 18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us
to prove your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this
temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken fortysix years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But
the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the
words that Jesus had spoken.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN: “Canticle of the Turning” #723 vss. 1-3
Vs. 1: My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears,
for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.
Vs. 3: From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
5

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and
all in need.
Honk your horns three times after each petition.
P: There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people
place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church,
that in every situation your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear
us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the
struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on
healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our way of
life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness
of your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through
legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the
wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are
vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime
and bring redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to
all who labor. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and
our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and
comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel
or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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P: The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for
all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same
trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION SONG: “Let Us Break Bread Together”
COMMUNION BLESSING
P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩
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that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving
Trinity.
C: Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for
the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear
witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩
that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving
Trinity.
C: Amen.
Honk your horns one last time.
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God!
SENDING HYMN: “Lift High the Cross” #660 ELW vss. 1 & 4
Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Vs. 1: Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
Vs. 4: So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
POSTLUDE: “Crucifer” Nicholson/Cherwien
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