“So we are
ambassadors for
Christ…” 2 Corinthians 5:20

Sunday Worship
Will be recorded and
posted to Facebook and
our Website. We are also
holding Drive-in services at
8:00 AM and 9:15 AM in
the church parking lot. A
weekly devotional will also
be mailed to each
member.
Christ Lutheran Church
700 County Highway B
Stoughton, WI
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Christ Lutheran
Ambassador
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones
As 2021 begins we all hope 2021 will be a better year than 2020. With the
vaccine a reality and already being distributed first among health care
workers and the elderly and then among the general public we have reason to
hope. By late spring or early summer life may look more like normal. When
Thanksgiving and Christmas rolls around this year families will be able to
gather together and we can once again pack the church on Christmas Eve.
But I am hoping for more than “back to normal.” “Back to normal” sounds
like “back to the status quo” and we can surely hope for more than that. We
are welcoming in a “new” year and isn’t “hope” about dreaming of unrealized
possibilities?
Like nothing before it, the pandemic has opened our eyes to the disparity
and inequality within our society. It has been our black, indigenous and
brown communities that has seen more illness and death than our white.
Blacks have almost a twice as likely chance of dying from Covid-19 than
whites. When things get back to “normal” we need to ask, “Why is that?”
because that being “normal” is just not acceptable. Actually, we could start
asking it now.
The trouble is “normal” is comfortable, but we are people of faith. People
who claim Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Jesus was honest with his
followers. He told them straight out that he had come to turn the world
upside down. His mission was to challenge and change the status quo. There
was nothing comfortable about his message.
You know, the world really hasn’t changed that much in 2000 years. Sure
we have cars, electricity, indoor plumbing and all our high tech toys now, but
back then, like now, the world suffered from similar inequalities. Back then
there was no attempt to conceal or gloss over it. It was just the way it was.
Rome was in charge and Rome came first. But even within the Jewish
Society of Jesus’ day there were the winners and the losers. While Jesus
came for all, guess which ones in particular? You guessed it - the losers.
Jesus’ message to them was simple, “God has not forgotten you. God values
you. God affirms you. God loves you. And the God of the Old Testament
has the same priorities as the God of The New Testament. God does not
change God’s mind on this one. God is just as concerned for your physical
well-being as your spiritual.
So this New Year let us join our Lord and Savior in hoping for more than
“back to normal.” Let us hope for unrealized possibilities. For we as people
of faith know that Jesus is alive and in this world and the Holy Spirit is at
work among us. Amen.

January 2021 Worship Schedule
Drive-in Worship at 8 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.
We are going for the Guinness Book of Records for “Most Continuous Outdoor Drive-In
Services.” I don’t even think it is a category
Sunday, January 3: The Second Sunday of Christmas and Holy Communion
Sunday, January 10: The Baptism of our Lord with Guest Preacher Sandy Grant
Sunday, January 17: The Second Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 24: The Third Sunday after Epiphany and Guest Preacher Sophie
Geister-Jones
On Sunday the 24th there will be a short congregational meeting after each worship service to
approve the 2021 Budget please plan to stay after for about 10 minutes.
A Take Out Dinner of Meatballs and Fixin’s will be served from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 31: The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Annual Meeting to be Held Sunday, January 24th
Sunday, January 10, 2021 – Ushers will hand out one copy of the budget and Annual Report
to occupants of each vehicle in attendance at the two drive-in services.

If you have any questions about the budget before the meeting please e-mail Audra Dalsoren
at audradalsoren@yahoo.com or Pastor Paula at pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org or Ted
Sehmer at sehmer@charter.net and they will be answered. You may also hand a question to
the usher at the beginning of the 8 and 9:15 a.m. Drive In Service and it will be answered
before a vote is taken.
Sunday, January 24, 2021 – A short congregational meeting will be held at the end of each
drive in service with only a treasurer’s report and approval of the 2021 budget on the
agenda. Members will vote to approve the budget by honking their horns. This
two-week time period follows church by-laws requiring budget availability to the
congregation at least two Sundays before a congregational vote.
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It’s Never Too Late to Pledge
We are still accepting pledges. Just drop them in the mail or in the offering plate on Sunday
morning.
As the year comes to an end and a new one begins the Stewardship Committee of the
congregation wants to thank all who supported us this past year. People who pledged last
year actually gave more than they pledged. At the end of November they had given $9000
more. Thank you!

End of Year Giving: A reminder as the close of the year approaches. All gifts
must be postmarked by December 31, 2020 to be included in this year’s giving.

Food Drive for Stoughton Food Pantry 2021
It’s that time of year again. That time of year when the Social Concerns Ministry Team
challenges the congregation to raise 3 tons of food for the Stoughton Food Pantry. We have
done it before, we can do it again. We will not be collecting actual food items this year. The
food just has to sit around too long before it can be distributed. In the midst of the Covid-19
Pandemic we will be limiting donations to cash gifts only. Can CLC donate $6,000 to the
Stoughton Food Pantry between January 1 and Fat Tuesday, February 16th? Easter is early
this year. Checks may be written out to Christ Lutheran with “Food Pantry” written in the
memo line.
FYI – as of Sunday, November 29th Christ Lutheran has given $11,150 to the Stoughton
Food Pantry. That does not include all the food that was gathered in January and February
of 2020. Well done good and faithful servants. The Food Pantry has definitely seen an
increase in use. This information is a little out of date but in September the pantry served
220 individuals and year to date had distributed 73,280 pounds of food. That is a lot of food.

“Christ In Our Home,” daily devotional booklets large and small print for January, February
and March are available.
Christ Lutheran Church

Page 3

Sophie Geister-Jones
By Diane Matson
Life in a fish bowl. That must be what it’s like when you’re a
“PK” (Preacher’s Kid) or a “TO” (Theologian’s Offspring), and
then imagine the additional pressure when BOTH of your
parents are pastors, AND you’re the only girl sibling, AND
you’re the middle child sandwiched between two brothers.
When required to sit through multitudes of parental sermons,
Sophie, Matt and Luke would sometimes make bets on which
of them would be “featured” as sermon material on any given
Sunday. So is the life of Sophie Geister-Jones. But if anyone is
up for that challenge, all bets are on Sophie.
Although she wasn’t born in Stoughton, Sophie considers
Stoughton to be her hometown, even though her current home
is in Saint Paul, Minnesota, where she works as a publishing
specialist at West Academic, a firm that creates text books for
law schools and “other law-adjacent stuff.” Acknowledging that
the apple doesn’t fall far from the parental tree, Sophie’s
college major at Augustana University was Religion, but at the
moment, she has her eye on a potential career goal of attending law school. A source who
shall remain anonymous, shares that when Sophie was a child, and was pleading a request,
her parents would give her an Option A or an Option B. Often she would successfully negotiate
the Option C of her choosing. A lawyer in the making even then.
Favorite vacation spots include trips to the Boundary Waters and Lake Superior but Montana
is also on the list, assuming that there are breweries and good food nearby.
Sophie enjoyed her volunteer experience participating in a Habitat for Humanity “Women’s
Build” last year on a crew of all women, and shared that she is looking for additional
opportunities like that in the Post-Covid world. Additionally, she is honing her literary and
oratorical skills by writing a monthly column for The Ambassador and serving as an occasional
guest preacher at Christ Lutheran.

Free time might include watching the Bachelorette, reading lots of books, or eating ice
cream, all things which could theoretically be done simultaneously! An obvious animal lover,
Sophie occasionally “borrows” Greta, the well-known, much-loved parental Geister-Jones’
Goldendoodle for fieldtrips and weekend getaways to Saint Paul….so much so that
sources tell us that Greta will become an “aunt” to Sophie’s own Goldendoodle puppy
expected in February.
When asked about her favorite CLC things (and being told that she couldn’t just mention her
parents), Sophie again lists “all the food”, a favorite of the majority of CLC members. Thank
you Sophie for navigating the Christ Lutheran fish bowl so well, and for sharing your time and
talent with us.
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By Roger Slack
The Gospel of John, chapter 13, is during the Last Supper of Jesus and the disciples at the
Passover festival. We call it Maundy Thursday, the day before Good Friday and Jesus’
crucifixion. Three things happen that leave the disciples in a state of confusion and makes
Jesus wonder if they will ever understand.
The first thing is, Jesus gets up from the dinner table, takes off His outer robe and ties a
towel or apron around His waist, fills a wash basin with water and starts to wash the dust off
and dry the feet of the disciples. They all were thinking “We should be doing this to Him”, but no
one said anything until Jesus got to Peter. Peter was too embarrassed and felt unworthy to let
Jesus do that menial task for him and said “No way, make all of me clean”. Jesus explained
they would understand later on what he was doing. He also wanted them to be willing to do this
service to each other out of love and respect and humility.
The next thing that happened was Jesus telling the twelve that one of them was going to
betray Him. (This comes after Jesus confuses them by washing their feet.) They look at each
other with that, “Don’t look at me, I would never do that” look. The part that always confuses me
is, John asks Jesus “Who?” and Jesus takes a piece of flat bread, dips it in the Seder dip and
says “The one that I give this crust of bread to.” None of the disciples understood what Jesus
meant. It makes me wonder what Judas was like as it appears they could not imagine Judas
doing something like that. They “didn’t have a clue”.
Then Jesus declares that the time has come. This is when God would both glorify Jesus
and Himself. He would only be with them for a short time and then they would not see Him and
could not go with Him, although they would later on. Peter wants to go with Him and says he
will lay down his life for Jesus. That is when Jesus tells him that he would deny Him three
times. Confusion again. It is in this section that Jesus gives them the essence of their lives and
ministry when He says :”Let Me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I
loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples,
when they see the love you have for one another.” That is all that matters.

Christ Lutheran Church
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By Sophie Geister-Jones

Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”
I think that there is nothing more often thought of as feminine than gentleness. Gentleness
is “motherly.” It is something that for a long time has been expected of young women
particularly, and it is something that has for men been discouraged. Because gentleness, in
the worst lens, can be interpreted as weakness and submissiveness and vulnerability. But in
the best lens, gentleness is kindness and empathy and acceptance.
And so, enter Say Yes to the Duke, by Eloisa James. And the main characters are Viola and
Devin. Viola extends her gentleness in a wide net to all her family, but describes herself as
“timid, tongue-tied, and fairly useless.” Devin, on the other hand, sees gentleness as a
weakness he cannot afford, and is described as a cold man with a scathing voice and brutal
strength.
And what happens when they meet is exactly what you’d expect, and while that may be
cliché, it gives off this warm, glowing feeling. Like—imagine a Saturday that you just got back
from doing a bunch of hectic errands and you come home and there is a pie in the oven. And
as you take off your shoes and sit back on the couch, the stress of the morning sloughs off as
the smell of the pie baking fills your home and your nose and everything becomes warm and
tasty. Reading this book feels like an exercise in being gentle with oneself, because reading
this book requires Viola and Devin to learn how to be gentle with one another and also,
ultimately, with themselves.
Because Devin isn’t a gentle dude at the beginning. He’s rude. He’s authoritarian. He’s a brick
wall that doesn’t let anyone through, and he sees anyone that isn’t a brick wall as weak. And
Viola is a violently shy girl that pukes in social settings and sees herself as a failure in her
family. And while she may be gentle and soft and wonderful to others, she’s pretty darn harsh
on herself.
And it’s a weaving of emotional growth for these two—Viola doesn’t let him push her around,
and Devin realizes he needs a different approach. And in him learning to be gentle with her,
she learns how to be gentle with herself too, and that leads Devin to learning to accept
gentleness from others and to realize that it doesn’t mean he is weak or bad if he gives
himself a break. Because these two realize the world is a rough place. And they realize that
it’s a whole lot easier to exist when gentleness and grace is given to all.
And like, can’t we agree with that? Life is hard. Why should we make it harder by not being
gentle? Why do we, as a society, see it as a singularly feminine thing when everyone benefits
from giving and receiving gentleness?
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE

Boundary Waters Trip 2021

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 2021
Monday, June 21-27
Youth in Grades 7-12 and ALL INTERESTED ADULTS
Cost: $350
$300 after campership
When to go is the question. The Mission Trip is taking our usual week in July. We want to
give the snow time to melt in Glacier National Park. Let’s try just switching weeks. How about
June 21st-27th. The ice goes out in late May in the BWCA. The water will be colder, but the
fishing just might be better.
As always to keep our costs down we pack out our own food and provide as many of our own
tents and Duluth packs as possible. We have 15 Duluth Packs. The Outfitter provides the
canoes, paddles, life jackets, a few Duluth packs, bunkhouse accommodations for Monday,
June 21st, breakfast the following morning and a shower when we come off trails. We come off
trails the morning of Sunday, June 27th, shower and head home. We usually arrive home
about 10:00 p.m. For youth who can drive, parents may want to leave a car in the church
parking lot. We have two permits for Duncan Lake – which means the Granite River – and one
for Round Lake. That would be new territory for whichever group uses that permit.
We leave early Monday, June 21st at 6:00 a.m. That means you need to be at the church by
5:30 a.m. to pack. Why so early? We have 500 miles to travel. Bring food to snack on in the
vehicles. We will stop at Duluth harbor for lunch. Bring a packed lunch if you like. Food can
be purchased there. In Grand Marais we will have supper at Sven and Ole’s pizza before we
head up the Gunflint trail and Voyageur Outfitters. That cost is part of the trip.
What do you do in the Boundary Waters? You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an
open fire, swim, fish, enjoy the wilderness and the people you are with. Bring a book to read
and some small portable games. We come off the water between 7:00-9:00 a.m. on Sunday,
shower, pack up and leave for home. The cost of the trip also covers breakfast/lunch at the Mid
Trail Cafe about 30 miles south of the Outfitters. Once you have signed up, I will share with you
a list of items that you will need to pack out.
Registration forms will be sent out to youth in January. We also have some on the
Information Desk.
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REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE BWCA TRIP

June 21 - June 27, 2020

Name______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________ phone # _________________
e-mail address __________________________________________________
Health Insurance Information ____________________________________________________________
My child has my permission to participate in the Boundary Waters Canoe Trip.
Parent or Guardian Signature ________________________________
Please return your registration form with a check written out to CLC ASAP.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Due to Covid this dinner, originally scheduled for December
was rescheduled for January 24th

The Christ Lutheran Mission Trip Youth are hosting
A Take-Out Dinner for the congregation and public…
Sunday, January 24th from 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
700 County Road B. in Stoughton
Cost: $10.
Menu….
Meatballs and Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Squash and Green Beans
A Small Loaf of Swedish Rye Bread
Three Cookies
Reservations are not necessary, but it would be nice to know
how many to cook for. Call the church and make your reservation at
608-873-9353 - Tuesday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Education Updates
The online Sunday school Christmas Program is posted to both our Website and to our
Facebook page. Please take a look. It includes recordings of music by a couple of our
Sunday school students, it also includes readings for Advent and a short version of our
Christmas Story. It also includes some songs recorded by Linda Kunz and Wendy Olson
that have pictures of our CLC Youth from church activities before and after the shut-down
this year. You might be surprised to see one of your little ones. I hope you enjoy the
program! The Link to the Christmas Program Video:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=864798257422741
The current plan is to start up the 8th grade confirmation classes in-person
again on Wednesday, January 6th and 7th grade confirmation on Thursday,
January 7th. If anything changes we will reach out to each of the families to
let them know. In the meantime we still have all confirmation lessons posted
to the Website and to facebook. Remember students can still be meeting
their other requirements by choosing to participate in online and drive-In
services.
We will continue to post On-line Sunday school classes for families each
week. You can find these on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton or on our
Website: https://clcstoughton.org/christian-edyouth/ We plan to start back
up with in-person Sunday school for those families that choose to on
January 10th. If anything changes we will contact all of the families whose
children have been participating in in-person Sunday school this year.

Christ Lutheran Stoughton,
Thank you for sponsoring an American Red Cross blood drive. Thank you so
much for having us again we really appreciate having such a great facility to have
blood drives at. We had 39 donors at our last event. We collected 45 total units!
Our goal was only 34. 27 units of whole blood and 9 for 18 power reds.
Thanks,
Naomi and Staff
American Red Cross

Dear Christ Lutheran,
We are sending this note to ask for your help!
2020 has increased the number of Stoughton residents needing our assistance. We have been able to provide needed resources because you and others gave generously. We want to continue to provide the help our
community needs. Without your past support we would not have been able to maintain a resource in Stoughton for those who have been personally impacted by Covid-19. Thank you for recognizing that our services
are needed now more than ever. Without your contributions we would not have been able to provide a safety
net for our community.
Please keep us in mind when you donate again. Thank you for your partnership.
START
Page 10

Christ Lutheran Church

Dear Christ Lutheran,
On behalf of the Stoughton Food Pantry, we thank you for your
generous donation of 121 pounds of food.
The Stoughton Food Pantry is a valuable resource for needy families of
our area, and many will benefit from your generosity. Your gift enables us
to continue to meet the needs of those who might otherwise go hungry.
During November of 2020, the pantry served 339 individuals in need and
year to date have distributed 93,654 pounds of food.
We know there are many organizations that deserve your support. Thank
you for making our community Food Pantry a priority and helping us
advance our Mission.
Sincerely,
Mike
Volunteer
The City of Stoughton Food Pantry

Memorials
In Memory of:
Jeanne Matson

From:
Elizabeth Circle

Funeral December 14th—
Ardis Gyland
Christ Lutheran Church
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