United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3
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Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear
that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of
God’s vision of justice and peace.
CALL TO WORSHIP: “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” Ylvisaker
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the water, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all
creation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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P: Holy God
C: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin-our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn to inward, failing to follow your outward way
of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fall to consider generations to come. Forgive, gracious God, for
all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed,
we are forgiven. In the wake of Gods forgiveness, we are called to be the
beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: “ Baptized in Water” #456 ELW
Vs. 1: Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.
Vs. 2: Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.
Vs. 3: Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
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LITANY FOR EPIPHANY
P: In the beginning was the word,
C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
P: In the Word was life,
C: and the life was the light of all people.
P: The word became flesh and lived among us,
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God” #458 ELW Vss. 1 & 2
Vs. 1: Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker,
source of all blessing, prodigal creator.
Baptized and made your own, now we come before you,
and we adore you.
Vs. 2: Not our own holiness, nor that we have striven
brings us the peace which you, O Christ, have given.
Baptized and set apart, strengthen us, O Savior,
with grace and favor.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM: “I’m Going on a Journey” Kyla Betts
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
1 1-2 First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see.
Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness.
God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss. 3-5 God spoke:
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“Light!” And light appeared. God saw that light was good and separated light from
dark. God named the light Day, he named the dark Night. It was evening, it was
morning—Day One.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Remember and Rejoice” #454 ELW Vs. 1
Vs. 1 Remember and rejoice, renewed by floods of grace.
We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, that time cannot erase.
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
4-6
John the Baptizer appeared in the wild, preaching a baptism of life-change that
leads to forgiveness of sins. People thronged to him from Judea and Jerusalem
and, as they confessed their sins, were baptized by him in the Jordan River into a
changed life. John wore a camel-hair habit, tied at the waist with a leather belt.
He ate locusts and wild field honey. 7-8 As he preached he said, “The real action
comes next: The star in this drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will change
your life. I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom
life. His baptism—a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit—will change you from the
inside out.”9-11 At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. The moment he came out of the water, he saw the sky split
open and God’s Spirit, looking like a dove, come down on him. Along with the
Spirit, a voice: “You are my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #742 ELW
Vs. 1: What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear-4

all because we do not carry ev'rything to God in prayer!
Vs. 2: Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Vs. 3: Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
Honk your horns three times after each petition.
P: For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy
Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
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C: Have mercy, O God.
P: For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth,
that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care
for all God has made, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
P: For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and
night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their
strength wisely, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
P: For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those
who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship,
for all who suffer, that God shower compassion, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
P: For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience
grace and peace, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
P: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that
their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit
the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!
SENDING HYMN: “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” #445 ELW

POSTLUDE: “Baptized and Set Free” Skogen-Soldner/Organ
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