WELCOME TO WORSHIP
December 27, 2020
First Sunday of Christmas
Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts
Lector: Jenny Hoffman (8:00 and 9:15 a.m.)
Ushers: Sandy Maerz, Sue Walls (8:00 a.m.)
Tune your radio to FM 87.9 Technical Support: Thomas Lehr
CALL TO WORSHIP: “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” Holst/Shields
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a
dwelling place among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of goodness and lovingkindness,
C: We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have
turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from
the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
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those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who
came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
P: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not
through our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #288 ELW
Vs. 1: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Vs. 2: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Vs. 3: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
LITANY
P: In the beginning was the Word,
C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
P: In the Word was life,
C: and the life was the light of all people.
P: The Word became flesh and lived among us,
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C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Love Has Come” #292 ELW vs. 1
Love has come—a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet
more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
ANTHEM: “Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head” Kyla Betts
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10, 11 - 62:1-3
I will sing for joy in GOD, explode in praise from deep in my soul! He dressed me
up in a suit of salvation, he outfitted me in a robe of righteousness, As a
bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo and a bride a jeweled tiara. For as the earth
bursts with spring wildflowers, and as a garden cascades with blossoms, So the
Master, GOD, brings righteousness into full bloom and puts praise on display
before the nations. 1Regarding Zion, I can’t keep my mouth shut, regarding
Jerusalem, I can’t hold my tongue, Until her righteousness blazes down like the
sun and her salvation flames up like a torch. Foreign countries will see your
righteousness, and world leaders your glory. You’ll get a brand-new name straight
from the mouth of GOD. You’ll be a stunning crown in the palm of GOD’s hand, a
jeweled gold cup held high in the hand of your God.
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #283 ELW refrain only
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40
22-24
Then when the days stipulated by Moses for purification were complete, they
took him up to Jerusalem to offer him to God as commanded in God’s Law: “Every
male who opens the womb shall be a holy offering to God,” and also to sacrifice
the “pair of doves or two young pigeons” prescribed in God’s Law. 25-32 In
Jerusalem at the time, there was a man, Simeon by name, a good man, a man
who lived in the prayerful expectancy of help for Israel. And the Holy Spirit was on
him. The Holy Spirit had shown him that he would see the Messiah of God before
he died. Led by the Spirit, he entered the Temple. As the parents of the child Jesus
brought him in to carry out the rituals of the Law, Simeon took him into his arms
and blessed God: God, you can now release your servant; release me in peace as
you promised. With my own eyes I’ve seen your salvation; it’s now out in the
open for everyone to see: A God-revealing light to the non-Jewish nations, and of
glory for your people Israel. 33-35 Jesus’ father and mother were speechless with
surprise at these words. Simeon went on to bless them, and said to Mary his
mother, This child marks both the failure and the recovery of many in Israel,
A figure misunderstood and contradicted—the pain of a sword-thrust through
you—But the rejection will force honesty, as God reveals who they really are.
36-38
Anna the prophetess was also there, a daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of
Asher. She was by now a very old woman. She had been married seven years and
a widow for eighty-four. She never left the Temple area, worshiping night and day
with her fastings and prayers. At the very time Simeon was praying, she showed
up, broke into an anthem of praise to God, and talked about the child to all who
were waiting expectantly for the freeing of Jerusalem. 39-40 When they finished
everything required by God in the Law, they returned to Galilee and their own
town, Nazareth. There the child grew strong in body and wise in spirit. And the
grace of God was on him.
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P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN: “The Bells of Christmas” #298 ELW vss. 1-4
Vs. 1: The bells of Christmas chime once more;
the heav'nly guest is at the door.
He comes to earthly dwellings still
with new year gifts of peace, good will.
Vs. 2: This world, though wide and far outspread,
could scarcely find for you a bed.
Your cradle was a manger stall,
no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall.
Vs. 3: Now let us go with quiet mind,
the swaddled babe with shepherds find,
to gaze on him who gladdens them,
the loveliest flow'r of Jesse's stem.
Vs. 4: Oh, join with me, in gladness sing,
to keep our Christmas with our king,
until our song, from loving souls,
like rushing mighty water rolls!
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
Honk your horns three times after each petition
P: Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across
nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our
proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots
and gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that
wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise
to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send
your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions
for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that
race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for holeness.
Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of
Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in
older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health care.
Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we
give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of
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every time and place. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all
our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the
angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless
you this day + through the Word made flesh.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace. Share the gifts of Jesus!
C: Thanks be to God!
SENDING HYMN: “Go Tell it on the Mountain” #290 ELW
7

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
Vs. 1: While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain
Vs. 2: The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain
Vs. 3: Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
POSTLUDE: “Sussex Carol” set by Christiansen
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