Stewardship 2021

United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
November 22, 2020
Christ the King
Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Jenny Hoffman: Lay Ministry Administrator
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts
Lector: Sharie Buskager (8:00 a.m.) Marti Conant (9:15 a.m.)
Ushers: Sue Walls, Sandy Maerz (8:00 a.m.) Elsa Jones (9:15 a.m.)
Tune your radio to FM 87.9 Technical Support: Thomas Lehr
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of
judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to
those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is
the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.
We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet
we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as
our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words
and deeds.
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Jesus Shall Reign”
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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P: Loving God,
C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those
we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give
us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children. Amen.
P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have
messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires
of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: “Your sins are
forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.”
C: Amen.
HYMN: “Oh Worship the King” #842 ELW vss. 1, 2 & 5
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
LITANY FOR PENTECOST
P: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.
P: Faith comes from what is heard.
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “When Morning Gilds the Skies” #853 ELW vs. 1

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him
we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right
and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
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Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM: “When Kingdom Comes” Kyla Betts
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11-16
“‘GOD, the Master, says: From now on, I myself am the shepherd. I’m going
looking for them. As shepherds go after their flocks when they get scattered, I’m
going after my sheep. I’ll rescue them from all the places they’ve been scattered
to in the storms. I’ll bring them back from foreign peoples, gather them from
foreign countries, and bring them back to their home country. I’ll feed them on
the mountains of Israel, along the streams, among their own people. I’ll lead them
into lush pasture so they can roam the mountain pastures of Israel, graze at
leisure, feed in the rich pastures on the mountains of Israel. And I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep. I myself will make sure they get plenty of rest. I’ll go
after the lost, I’ll collect the strays, I’ll doctor the injured, I’ll build up the weak
ones and oversee the strong ones so they’re not exploited. 20-22 “‘Therefore, GOD,
the Master, says: I myself am stepping in and making things right between the
plump sheep and the skinny sheep. Because you forced your way with shoulder
and rump and butted at all the weaker animals with your horns till you scattered
them all over the hills, I’ll come in and save my dear flock, no longer let them be
pushed around. I’ll step in and set things right between one sheep and another.
23-24
“‘I’ll appoint one shepherd over them all: my servant David. He’ll feed them.
He’ll be their shepherd. And I, GOD, will be their God. My servant David will be
their prince. I, GOD, have spoken.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Blessed Assurance” #638 ELW (Refrain Only)
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
31-33
“When he finally arrives, blazing in beauty and all his angels with him, the Son
of Man will take his place on his glorious throne. Then all the nations will be
arranged before him and he will sort the people out, much as a shepherd sorts
out sheep and goats, putting sheep to his right and goats to his left. 34-36 “Then the
King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are blessed by my Father! Take
what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since the world’s
foundation. And here’s why: I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you
gave me a drink, I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you
gave me clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came
to me.’ 37-40 “Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking
about? When did we ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a
drink? And when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then the
King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things
to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’
41-43
“Then he will turn to the ‘goats,’ the ones on his left, and say, ‘Get out,
worthless goats! You’re good for nothing but the fires of hell. And why?
Because—I was hungry and you gave me no meal, I was thirsty and you gave me
no drink, I was homeless and you gave me no bed, I was shivering and you gave
me no clothes, Sick and in prison, and you never visited.’ 44 “Then those ‘goats’ are
going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we ever see you
hungry or thirsty or homeless or shivering or sick or in prison and didn’t help?’
45
“He will answer them, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you failed to do
one of these things to someone who was being overlooked or ignored, that was
me—you failed to do it to me.’ 46 “Then those ‘goats’ will be herded to their
eternal doom, but the ‘sheep’ to their eternal reward.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN: “Rejoice, for Christ Is King!” #430 ELW
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
Honk your horns three times after each petition.
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P: Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around
us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve
others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us,
O God.
C; Your mercy is great.
P: Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those
whose dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church.
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked,
and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your
presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Sending Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” #855 vss. 1, 4 & 5
Vs 1: Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.
Vs. 4: Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Vs. 5: Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.
POSTLUDE: “Diademata” Elvey/Hopson
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