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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
October 11, 2020    19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Jenny Hoffman: Lay Ministry Administrator 
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: Michael Warwick (8:00 a.m.),   Emma Ballweg (9:15 a.m.)  
Ushers:  Dan Matson (8:00 a.m.)  Lauren Model, Hailee Kellenhofer (9:15 a.m.) 

Technical Support: Tom Lehr     Tune your radio to FM 87.9 
 
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe 
away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not 
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table 
before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and 
we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting 
for the abundant life of God. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”  Cuellar/Organ 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 
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C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Jesus in the Morning”  (Vs. 1 only at 9:15 a.m.) 

 
GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
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P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  #886 ELW vss. 1 & 2 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 

 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured  

      out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us  

      by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of  

      righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM: “The Wedding Banquet” Kyla Betts     
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 25:1-10  (This lesson will be read only at 8:00 a.m.) 
1-5 GOD, you are my God.    I celebrate you. I praise you. You’ve done your share of 
miracle-wonders, well-thought-out plans, solid and sure. Here you’ve reduced the 
city to rubble,  the strong city to a pile of stones. The enemy Big City is a non-city, 
never to be a city again. Superpowers will see it and honor you, brutal oppressors 
bow in worshipful reverence. They’ll see that you take care of the poor, that you 
take care of poor people in trouble, Provide a warm, dry place in bad weather, 
provide a cool place when it’s hot. Brutal oppressors are like a winter 
blizzard     and vicious foreigners like high noon in the desert. But you, shelter 
from the storm and shade from the sun, shut the mouths of the big-mouthed 
bullies. 6-8 But here on this mountain, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies will throw a feast 
for all the people of the world, A feast of the finest foods, a feast with vintage 
wines, a feast of seven courses, a feast lavish with gourmet desserts. And here on 
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this mountain, GOD will banish the pall of doom hanging over all peoples, The 
shadow of doom darkening all nations. Yes, he’ll banish death forever. 
And GOD will wipe the tears from every face.  He’ll remove every sign of disgrace 
from his people, wherever they are. Yes! GOD says so! 9-10 Also at that time, people 
will say, “Look at what’s happened! This is our God! We waited for him and he 
showed up and saved us! This GOD, the one we waited for! Let’s celebrate, sing 
the joys of his salvation. GOD’s hand rests on this mountain!” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Change My Heart, O God”  #801 ELW 

 
 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22nd Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14 
22 1-3 Jesus responded by telling still more stories. “God’s kingdom,” he said, “is 
like a king who threw a wedding banquet for his son. He sent out servants to call 
in all the invited guests. And they wouldn’t come! 4 “He sent out another round of 
servants, instructing them to tell the guests, ‘Look, everything is on the table, the 
prime rib is ready for carving. Come to the feast!’  5-7 “They only shrugged their 



 

5 
 

shoulders and went off, one to weed his garden, another to work in his shop. The 
rest, with nothing better to do, beat up on the messengers and then killed them. 
The king was outraged and sent his soldiers to destroy those thugs and level their 
city. 8-10 “Then he told his servants, ‘We have a wedding banquet all prepared but 
no guests. The ones I invited weren’t up to it. Go out into the busiest intersections 
in town and invite anyone youfind to the banquet.’ The servants went out on the 
streets and rounded up everyone they laid eyes on, good and bad, regardless. And 
so the banquet was on—every place filled. 11-13 “When the king entered and 
looked over the scene, he spotted a man who wasn’t properly dressed. He said to 
him, ‘Friend, how dare you come in here looking like that!’ The man was 
speechless. Then the king told his servants, ‘Get him out of here—fast. Tie him up 
and ship him to hell. And make sure he doesn’t get back in.’ 14 “That’s what I mean 
when I say, ‘Many get invited; only a few make it.’” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “Day by Day”  #790 ELW  (Vs. 1 only at 9:15 a.m.) 

Vs. 1:  Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

                                      bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

         Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 

                                      draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 

 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

    brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

                                     Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

                                     where at last I'll find eternal rest. 

 

Vs. 2:  Day by day, I know you will provide me 

     strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 

    I will seek your loving will to guide me 

o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 

                                         I will fear no evil of the morrow, 

                                         I will trust in your enduring grace. 

           Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 
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                                         till in glory I behold your face. 

 

Vs. 3: Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 

  when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

    oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 

                                     when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 

                                     Day by day, no matter what betide me, 

                                     you will hold me ever in your hand. 

        Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 

                                     I will reach at last the promised land. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION  
P:  With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the  
      world, and all those in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for  
     bishops, teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others  
     to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, 
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C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect  
     Your creatures that are mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, 
     and still and running waters. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the  
     efforts of diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who  
      navigate conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that  
      justice and peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill.  
    Strengthen doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their  
    needs. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us  
     how you clothe all in your mercy. We pray for ministries that provide needed  
     clothing and other personal care assistance in this community. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the 
    heavenly banquet, comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at  
    all times. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P:  Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we  
     pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;         
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;            
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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ANOUNCEMENTS/RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS AT 9:15 A.M. 
Our new members are:  Brian & Lisa Alme, Edwin, Finlay & Jakob; Jeff Alme, 
Gavin Binger & Brianne Roska, Elliot & Maeve; Benjamin Cassel & Emily Roska; 
Kari Gordinier & Kade Hustad; Laura Prine, Emmet & Henry Warren; Diane 
Roska; Ray & Linda Statt; Lisa & Mike Weunneman. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SENDING HYMN: “God Be With You”  #536 ELW 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE:  “Unidos en la fiesta”  Madurga/Miller 
 
 


