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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

October 4, 2020    18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Jenny Hoffman: Lay Ministry Administrator 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 
Lector: Jeffrey Zarth (8:00 a.m.),   Roger Slack (9:15 a.m.)  

Usher:  Todd Skavlen  (8:00 a.m.)  Lainey Estervig, The Vienneaus’ (9:15 a.m.) 
Technical Support: Tom Lehr     Tune your radio to FM 87.9 

 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of 
God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted 
onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share 
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  All Creatures of our God and King”  MSDHB  

In honor of St. Francis of Assissi whose death in 1226 is remembered today 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  Forgive 

us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or 

acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to 

know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less 

of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we 

can live as your children.  Amen. 
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P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have messed up, 

God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires of calling us beloved 

children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus 

Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Woke Up this Morning”    

Please sing along in your cars.  Just the first verse at 9:15 a.m. 

Woke up this mornin’ with my mind stayed on Jesus.  (3 times) 

Allelu!  Allelu!  Alleluia! 

Walkin’ and talkin’ with my mind stayed on Jesus.  (3 times) 

Allelu!  Allelu!  Alleluia! 

Devil don’t like ya with your mind stayed on Jesus.  (3 times)] 

Allelu!  Allelu!  Alleluia! 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  vs. 1  #413 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the  

      inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your  

      merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

      Lord.  Amen. 

 
Solo:  “Welcome Table”  Soloist: Kyla Betts 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 5:1-7    8:00 a.m. worship only 

5 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a 
fertile hillside.  He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of 
good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for my 
vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it 
will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 6 I will make it a 
wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. 
I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation 
of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in. And he looked for 
justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  #512 Elw 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
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[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he 
sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the 
first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’?  43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  45When the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They 
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “The Church’s One Foundation”  #654 vss. ELW 

Sing along in your cars.  We will sing only the first verse at 9:15 a.m. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

5 
 

 

 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the  
      world, and all those in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh 
     the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service.  
     Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those  
     whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May  
     we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation. Lord, in  
     your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P:  Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. 
      Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and  
      welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence,  
      heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for  
      wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling  
      today. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment.  
     Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have  
     been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new  
     opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus 
join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom  
      we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

P:  God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 

heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  

Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 

communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and song.   

C:  Amen 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 

7 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Friends of Jesus, come to the table.  Receive nourishment for your journey. 

P:  The body of Christ, broken for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  “Jesus Took the Cup”  set by Hopson 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace 

until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  God of the welcome table, 

C:  in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we 

may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 

abundant life.  Amen. 

                                           
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Sent Forth With God’s Blessing”  #547 ELW   
Sing along in your cars.  We will sing only the first verse at 9:15 a.m. 

 
 
POSTLUDE:  “The Church’s One Foundation”  Wesley/Hopson 
 


