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15 Years Ago Our Church Burned Down
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones

Sunday Worship
Will be recorded and
posted to Facebook and
our Website. We are also
holding Drive-in services at
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM in
the church parking lot. A
weekly devotional will also
be mailed to each
member.
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I remember that day. We had just gotten up to Crosslake, Minnesota and
spent our first night in the pop-up. We were looking forward to two weeks of
fishing, swimming and campfires when the park ranger stopped by our
campsite to inform us that our congregation was trying to get a hold of us.
After we heard the news we packed up and drove the seven hours home.
The next two years are a bit of a blur. We found a temporary home at
Skaalen Nursing Home. They gave us a place to worship, in their chapel,
and a house, the Asbjornson House, to set up our offices. The first few
months I was kept busy with inventory. Church Mutual wanted to know
everything we lost before they would cut us a check. Then came meetings
with the Building Committee and Station 19. We met for three or four hours
every two weeks. With plenty of input from our members. Tom Peterson, our
architect, came up with a plan in record time. One year and a month from
the day the it burned down we were breaking ground to build a new church.
In September of 2007 we moved in.
One thing not many of you may know is that after the fire Christ Lutheran
received $100,000 in donations. $12,000 came from a fund our synod set
up, other contributions were accepted at Evergreen State Bank for the Christ
Lutheran Church Recovery Fund and still other checks were sent directly to
our temporary church office. It amazed me at how generous people were.
We were getting checks from complete strangers from all over the country.
(We had made the national news. The church burnt down during the early
hours of Wednesday and the tornado hit Stoughton around 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday.)

In the August 17th weekly Bible Study I talked of how it was important for
Israel to remember where they had come from, Abraham and Sarah.
Remembering and retelling the stories of their ancestor’s challenges
and faith helped shape them as a people. The same is true for us.
Remembering and retelling the story of the fire helps shape us as a people.
It is a story of resilience with a determination to hope. But I will never forget
how good it felt to be on the receiving end of $100,000 of pure grace. With
that kind of cushion we knew we would have no financial worries. In fact
giving to CLC continued as always and we were able to use those funds
to help pay for the new church building. Today we are still a people of
resilience and hope, but let’s add to that a people who are on the receiving
and giving end of pure grace. A people willing to give to help others.

September Worship: We continue
with two Drive-In Worship Services
at 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. and the
Online service.
September Worship Schedule
We had hoped to begin limited worshiping in the sanctuary on September 20, but with no more
than 10 people (other than the employees) in the building at a time, that will not be happening.
We want to keep everyone safe and healthy.
Sunday, September 6: Worship with Holy Communion. Like last month, you can either
supply your own or pick up a brown bag with Swedish Rye Bread and Wine as you drive
into the parking lot. Pastor Paula will be on vacation, so Pastor Eric Bakken from West
Koshkonong will be our guest preacher. Jen Hoffman will help out with the liturgy.
Sunday, September 20: Rally Sunday How do we make this year’s Rally Sunday special?
We are still thinking about it, but to begin with Sophie Geister-Jones will preach and take
out bags with lots of goodies will be handed out to the children.
Sunday, September 27: 3 Year Old plus receive their Children’s Bible
We missed that Milestone Ministry Event last spring. We need to get God’s Word in their
hands. Details on how that will happen will be sent out to the parents in September.

New Member Sunday – Sunday, October 11
New Member Sunday? In the midst of a pandemic? Well folks, we
honored our graduating high school seniors, celebrated First
Communion with our 4th Graders and baptized Mason Peach. Why not
have a New Member Sunday? We had families before the Covid-19
who were interested in joining. Maybe there are a few more now. If you
know of anyone please contact the church office. New Member
Orientation will take place the week before in groups of ten or less in the
café. Everyone gets their own table.

Take a Coffee Break on the Church Patio on Wednesdays at 10
a.m.
We will be taking a break from our Wednesday morning coffee while
Pastor Paula is on vacation so we will not have it the weeks of
September 2nd and September 9th. Starting again September 16th and
until the weather gets too cold we will continue to have coffee on the
patio at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays. There are now X’s on the cement 6
feet apart from one another to keep us socially distanced, but at least
we can see one another and talk.
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Rodney Trunzo Retires
Rodney, Christ Lutheran’s custodian, has retired after faithfully
keeping this church looking like new for 13 years. I have never
seen such a clean church. In the midst of Covid-19 we cannot
gather together and throw him a party, but we can all send him
a Thank-You Note. I invite everyone to do that in the next two
weeks. Rodney’s home address is 2408 Robert Street,
Stoughton, Wisconsin 55389.

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church,
My name is John Hanson. Don Franklin who organizes all of the mowing of our church
property and all the work that goes with it reached out to me because the two large mowers
both 60” cuts are close to 12 years old. Each of these mowers are used 3 to 4 hours per week
and they both have about 1600 hours of use on them. The time has come to replace these
lawn mowers with new ones. The commercial use mowers you can get these days have much
better suspension which is good for the machine and its operator.
Through Don’s leadership and organizational skills we have groups of volunteers that take care
of the mowing. These groups are made up of teams of father and son, father and daughter,
husband and wife. This has been a great opportunity for moms or dads to teach their kids how
to run the equipment with respect and responsibility.
We have collected bids for lawn mowing services, but the cost runs about $200 per cutting and
would cost a total of over $5000 per year. The property board budget for fuel and maintenance
is $3000 per year. Because it would be more cost effective over time we are proposing that we
should replace the two lawn mowers instead of hiring a service to mow the lawns. We are
inviting our members to consider donating money towards the purchase of two new lawn
mowers. We are hoping that we could purchase the first this fall and the second one next
spring.
Don received two Bids for the purchase price of these new mowers:
Asleson’s True Value—Simplicity Cobalt 61” cut 27 HP $12,800
Stoughton Lumber– Ferris Model ISX800 61” cut 27 HP $7,900
(Ferris Company has a special discount on their products for
churches)
Many thanks for considering making a contribution towards the
purchase of these two lawn mowers. If you would like to donate
please designate your donation to the lawn mower fund.
Thanks,
Don Franklin and John Hanson

Christ Lutheran Church
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“A Look at One of God’s Prophets”
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones
Jeremiah 15:15-21

The Message

15-18

You know where I am, God! Remember what I’m doing here! Take my side against my
detractors. Don’t stand back while they ruin me. Just look at the abuse I’m taking! When your
words showed up, I ate them—swallowed them whole. What a feast! What delight I took in
being yours, O God, God-of-the-Angel-Armies! I never joined the party crowd in their laughter
and their fun. Led by you, I went off by myself. You’d filled me with indignation. Their sin had
me seething. But why, why this chronic pain, this ever worsening wound and no healing in
sight? You’re nothing, God, but a mirage, a lovely oasis in the distance—and then nothing!
19-21
This is how God answered me: “Take back those words, and I’ll take you back. Then
you’ll stand tall before me. Use words truly and well. Don’t stoop to cheap whining. Then, but
only then, you’ll speak for me. Let your words change them. Don’t change your words to suit
them.
I’ll turn you into a steel wall, a thick steel wall, impregnable. They’ll attack you but won’t put a
dent in you because I’m at your side, defending and delivering.” God’s Decree. “I’ll deliver
you from the grip of the wicked. I’ll get you out of the clutch of the ruthless.”
I think we should begin this Bible Study on the First Reading for the week of August 23rd with
a little background on Jeremiah. Jeremiah was a prophet for over 40 years, the 40 years prior
to the Babylonian attack and destruction of Jerusalem. He was called to be God’s prophet
when he was but a teenager. It was a calling he did not seek and did not want. That is the
story with most of God’s prophets. Being God’s prophet is not an easy job. You spend your
life speaking a truth no one wants to hear and people can get pretty nasty when they want you
to shut up. Jeremiah was thrown into a cistern, left for dead, rescued and then thrown into
prison. The man never married. What father would give his daughter to a man whose job was
to be a one man lifelong demonstration? Once, on orders from God, Jeremiah bought a new
pair of linen underwear, wore them for a while, went to the Euphrates and buried them, dug
them up months later, put them on even though they were ripe by now and walked through the
streets of Jerusalem, pointing to his underwear and said, “This is you, Jerusalem. You are
ruined, of no use to anyone. You smell as bad as this underwear.” A man willing to make a
fool of himself in public? He was just bad news.
When he wasn’t parading around Jerusalem in rotten underwear, what was his message?
He was concerned especially with false and insincere worship. That’s what made Jerusalem
smell. The priests and the people were just going through the motions, thinking that if they
said the right words, sang some nice tunes and sacrificed some lambs God could be bought
off. Nothing could be further from the truth. “It’s nice,” God would say, “but I don’t need the
ego boast. I prefer worship that is more down to earth.” Worship that pleases God is worship
that takes care of “the quartet of the vulnerable”; the widows, orphans, immigrants and the
poor. Those who have been called ‘the quartet of the vulnerable.”
In the above text Jeremiah understandably feels burnt out. Who wouldn’t? His task was
undeniably too big for just one person. God did not respond to his despair as he had hoped.
God called it “whining.” Jeremiah may not realize it, but God knows his prophetic calling is too
vital to the lives of so many people. God tells him to keep speaking. “Let your words
change them. Don’t change your words to suit them… I will be with you.” And from God,
Godself, Jeremiah mustered the strength and the courage to continue speaking out, no matter
how unpopular it made him.
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Rich and Fern Hosfeld
By Diane Matson
Attention Farmer’s Market lovers! If you’ve ever had the
occasion to visit the Baer Gard stand (Norwegian for “berry
garden”) either at Stoughton’s Saturday community market or
Madison’s Tuesday market on the east side for organic
raspberries, blueberries or blackberries, you’ve no doubt been
greeted by Christ Lutheran members Fern and Rich Hosfeld,
owners of Stoughton’s Baer Gard on Williams Drive.
Rich, originally from Cinnaminson, New Jersey, met Prairie du
Chien native Fern at a sock hop at the Hofbrau House in
Waunakee. Married now for “almost” 32 years, and Stoughton
residents for 30 years, the couple are parents to Arich, a
graduate of Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois, currently
working in International Trade Compliance, and Kiersten, a
dental Hygienist in Waunakee who graduated from Southern
Illinois University….although both profess to be Badgers fans
at heart!
Rich retired as co-owner of Environmental Consulting, while Fern hung up her pencil when
she retired from Alliant Energy’s Finance and Accounting department. When they aren’t
frolicking in their berry patches, Fern and Rich enjoy travelling, gardening, hunting (Rich’s
hobby) and spending time with family and friends. Rich is also a saxophonist, and shares
his talent at Christ Lutheran in addition to being a member of the Stoughton Community
Band.
Prior to Covid19, the Hosfeld’s enjoyed trips to Alaska and Williamsburg with family
members, as well as a trip to Germany with other CLC members and a Norway excursion
with the Stoughton Community Band. They fully intend to continue their travels in the
post-pandemic world.
Members of Christ Lutheran for the 30 years they’ve been in town, the Hosfeld’s have
contributed to the life of the church in many ways. In addition to his musical contributions,
Rich has served on Church Council, and Fern donates her time and talent to baking
Norwegian treats for various bake sales, and has contributed her financial expertise while
serving on the Foundation Board. Coffee and conversation in the Mana Café, and the
general friendliness of our church members, are among Rich and Fern’s favorite things
about CLC.
Thank you Fern and Rich for your time and talent. We’re all looking forward to your
showing us how it’s done at the next Christ Lutheran Sock Hop!

“Christ In Our Home” “ daily devotional booklets for September in large and small print are available
for pick up. If you are interested in getting a copy give us a call at 873-9353 and we can bring a copy out
to your car.
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By Roger Slack

Matthew was a special apostle. As you read his Gospel message, you will notice that it is not
until Chapter 9:9 that Matthew comes on the scene and Jesus asks him to “Follow Me”. He
responded the same way Peter, Andrew, James and John did when they left their fishing boats.
He got up and left his tax collecting job behind him without a second thought. It is hard for me
to say why he would do that, but my initial guess is this was not the first time he was exposed
to Jesus, just as Andrew was pointed to Jesus by John the Baptist. He may have been on the
outer fringes of the crowds that listened to Jesus teach and speak. I am sure he realized Jesus
was a good man, but felt that Jesus would probably never have anything to do with a man like
him with a past. It probably took his breath away when out of the blue, Jesus says “Follow Me”.
Whether he expressed it or not, I’m sure he felt “Jesus, I promise, You won’t be disappointed.”
I can’t help but think Matthew was very curious and really wanted to understand who Jesus
was. In Chapters 1 and 2, Jesus’ mother Mary would have been the only one that could have
shared that part of the story with him. Chapter 4 could have come only from Jesus as He was
alone for the 40 days in the wilderness. Matthew may have heard first hand the rest of the first
eight chapters, but it may have also been shared by the other disciples with him as he tried to
get up to speed. The thing is he remembered it all in detail.
The early chapters were for me like following a ping pong ball as he went from one thing to
another in rapid succession, but then I thought maybe that was the way Jesus taught to keep
the people’s attention; small bursts of information for them to think about. As he writes on, the
accounts about Jesus dealing with various people become longer. Matthew concentrates on
the historical account of Jesus preparing for His death and resurrection.
He wrote the Gospel with the knowledge that he would not be around forever and wanted
those who came to believe later on (us) would be able to get to know the Jesus who gave him
a second chance.
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Book Study
Starts
Again on
September
10th
Book Study…Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in
the U.S. continues Thursday, September 10th at 9:30 a.m.
Pastor Paula will be on vacation for two weeks, so the book studies will continue on September 10th.
You can still come. We have only gotten through the first chapter. We read a few paragraphs and then
take time to discuss. It has been interesting. There are things we agree with and others we don’t and
still others we need to dig deeper into.
Here is a little background on the author…
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the
whitest denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Shifting
demographics and shrinking congregations make all the headlines, but Duncan sees something else at
work--drawing a direct line between the church's lack of diversity and the church's lack of vitality. The
problems the ELCA faces are theological, not sociological. But so are the answers.
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of
Duncan's denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the
narrative of church decline and calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church's
renewal through racial equality and justice.
It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this world that act against God:
whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a blueprint for
the way forward and urges us to follow in the revolutionary path of Jesus.
We meet in the café where there is plenty of room to social distance. We each sit at our own table and
wear masks. The books are gone, but copies of chapter two and three will be on the Information Desk.

The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood
Drive here at CLC in the Gym on September 10th
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
For an appointment call: 1-800-RED-CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or visit
redcrossblood.org

NEW! All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies.
redcrossblood.org/antibody testing
Page
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE
September 20th is Rally Sunday!
We will have take out bags at the 9:15 AM Drive-In service
for the kids that will include a Go Fish card. Each week that your
kid comes to Sunday school for the next 8 weeks they will get a
new card in their bags. The kid with the best hands will win a prize.
In addition to this game we will have a Sunday school lesson and
children’s bulletin enclosed. The Sunday school lesson will go
along with the online lesson and can also be done as a stand alone
while they are sitting in church. Other goodies will also be included.
Please specify the age of your child when you go to pick up the
bags. You will need one bag per child. Bags will be handed out as
you enter the church parking lot. They will have been prepared several days ahead of time
and the people handing them out will be wearing masks and gloves.

September 20th is the first day of Sunday School!
Note for parents: We will have three options available to your child for Sunday school this
fall. For in-person please register by no later than September 6th.
1. In-person: lessons in a group of 10 students or less that will happen either the
1st and 3rd Sunday or the 2nd and 4th Sunday. Please make a note of which you
prefer when you register.
2. Online Sunday school: Materials will be provided to parents and lessons will be
recorded by our Sunday school staff and will be available on Facebook or our Website:
clcstoughton.org. The link to the lessons will be on the bottom of the Youth tab.
3. Drive-in take-out bags: that will be provided at our 9:15 AM Drive-In Service.

Confirmation will begin the Week of September 20th!
Students will be meeting in the Sanctuary in groups of 10 kids or smaller. More
information will be supplied to families prior to the start of classes.
7th Grade Schedule: First day will be Thursday September 24th at 5:00 pm
8th Grade Schedule: First day will be Wednesday September 23rd. Group #1 will be at
5:00 pm and Group #2 will be at 6:30 pm.
9th Grade Schedule: The First day will be Tuesday September 22nd. Group #1 will be at
5:00 pm and Group #2 will be at 6:30 pm.

Milestone Ministries
Sunday September 27th at
the 9:15 AM service last
year’s and this years
3 year-olds will
receive their bibles.
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Items can be dropped of on Tuesdays through Fridays from 8:00 am
to 4:30 pm by dropping items in-between the front doors. Items need
to be received prior by the end of September:
Include the following items in each Personal Care Kit:
One-light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”),
dark color recommended
Two- or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any
brand, in original wrapping
One-adult-size toothbrush in it’s original packaging*
One-sturdy comb, remove packaging
One-metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging
*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size
envelope; no plastic bags or wrap.

Include the following items in each Baby Care Kit:
Two-lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies ®)
Two- long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
Two-receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel,
or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn,
between 36” and 52” square
Four-cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
One-jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
Two-pairs of socks
One-hand towel, dark color recommended
Two or three-bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any
brand, in original
wrapping; no mini or hotel size
Two-diaper pins or large safety pins

Include the following items in each School Kit:
Four-70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”;
no loose leaf paper
One-30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with
centimeters on one side and inches on the other
One-pencil sharpener
One-pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with
embedded steel blades work well)
Five-unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
Five-black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
One-box of 16 or 24 crayons
one- 2 ½” eraser
One-sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag
approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder
straps (no standard backpacks)
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Elizabeth Circle
News

Pastor Kristin Engstrom As an ELCA
global missionary, I serve as the Country
Coordinator for the Young Adults in Global
Mission (YAGM) program in Senegal. I’m
originally from the mid-western United
States, and served as a parish pastor in
northern New Jersey for six years prior to
moving to Senegal in 2016.

Like many of you, I did not expect COVID to have such a lengthy impact on our lives in the
United States. When I left Senegal in late March, I expected to return in a few months. But,
it’s now August, and I am still in the United States. As are many other ELCA missionaries.
I want to share with you what that means for me as an ELCA missionary. Due to COVID-19,
the 2020-2021 Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) year will be a Jubilee year. We will
not host YAGM in our companion countries, but we will continue with ministry. YAGM Country
Coordinators, including myself, will focus on a YAGM program evaluation, YAGM specific
continuing education, and relationships with our companions.
The YAGM Country Coordinators will also be sharing stories from YAGM alumni and YAGM
companions, as well as working to create a program that more intentionally embodies the
values of the Kingdom of God, especially in the areas of anti-racism and gender justice. In
July A Missionary in the United States
We began by hosting an Anti-Racist Book Study via social media and zoom.
You can follow these program-wide initiatives at the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission
social media pages: Facebook: www.facebook.com/ELCAYAGM Instagram:
www.instagram.com/elcayagm Twitter: twitter.com/elcayagm
During these past months, I have visited many congregations virtually. I have enjoyed
connecting and sharing with you through preaching, participating in meetings, or creating
short videos. Thank you to everyone who invited me into your congregation this spring and
summer. I hope to return to Senegal soon, but until then, I live and work as a missionary in the
United States, alongside of all of you. After all, we are all called to be missionaries of God’s
Kingdom, no matter where we live.

Thank You for Supporting the Stoughton Food Pantry,
Stoughton Area Resource Center
and ELCA World Hunger.
During the month of July Christ Lutheran gave $1630 to the
Stoughton Food Pantry, $450 to START and $100 to ELCA
World Hunger. As we move into the 7th month of the
Pandemic I hope we can continue to be a generous and grace
filled people.

Despite the church being closed and business being anything but
usual. Despite the fact that we normally collect these kits in the early
spring. The congregation came through and we were able to provide
28 Hospice Kits and 30 Newborn kits to deliver to Global Health
Ministries. For September we will be collecting kits for Lutheran World
Relief.
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Thank you for allowing us to use the gym this
basketball season (2019-2020), It was a big help.
It was easier to hear the coaches and a to have a
consistent place to practice.
God Bless,
On behalf of the 7th Grade Basketball Team.
(Carter, Kyler, Jay, Ehtan and Mason)
CLC Scholarship Committee and Bethel Circle,

Funeral August 21, 2020 –
Merlin T. Lebakken

Boundary Waters

Thank you so much for the Bethel Circle
Scholarship. It will be used to help fund my degree
at UW Madison.
Thank you again,
Katie Iverson
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
the generous scholarship. It will be used towards
my education at Colorado Mesa University.

In addition, I appreciate the wonderful blanket that
was delivered to my house.
Sincerely,
Myranda Kotlowski
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I would like to thank you all so much for
awarding me a scholarship for my education. I am
very grateful for the help and appreciate all the
scholarships and aid you gift to students like
myself. Thank you again for the support.

Sincerely,
Natalie Kratz
Dear CLC Scholarship Committee,
Thanks you for blessing me with this gift to aid
me in my education. I plan to use this gift to help
with my housing costs and books.
More Pictures to come in next months issue and on our
facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/
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Sincerely,
Luke Geister-Jones.
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