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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

September 27, 2020 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Tune your radio to FM 87.9 
 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the 
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord 
are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Nourished by the broken 
bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “O Master, Let Me Walk With You”  Smith/Franks 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 
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P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “I Love to Tell the Story”  #661 ELW  (8:00 – vss. 1-3    9:15 – vs. 1) 
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GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  #886 ELW vss. 1 & 2 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 

 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your  

     grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide  

     us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM:  “Give Me a Clean Heart”  Kyla Betts and Tracy Becker 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  (8:00 a.m. only) 



 

4 
 

18 1-2 GOD’s Message to me: “What do you people mean by going around the 
country repeating the saying, The parents ate green apples, The children got the 
stomachache? 
3-4 “As sure as I’m the living God, you’re not going to repeat this saying in Israel 
any longer. Every soul—man, woman, child—belongs to me, parent and child 
alike. You die for your own sin, not another’s. 
25-28 “Do I hear you saying, ‘That’s not fair! God’s not fair!’? “Listen, Israel. I’m not 
fair? You’re the ones who aren’t fair! If a good person turns away from his good 
life and takes up sinning, he’ll die for it. He’ll die for his own sin. Likewise, if a bad 
person turns away from his bad life and starts living a good life, a fair life, he will 
save his life. Because he faces up to all the wrongs he’s committed and puts them 
behind him, he will live, really live. He won’t die. 29 “And yet Israel keeps on 
whining, ‘That’s not fair! God’s not fair.’ “I’m not fair, Israel? You’re the ones who 
aren’t fair. 30-32 “The upshot is this, Israel: I’ll judge each of you according to the 
way you live. So turn around! Turn your backs on your rebellious living so that sin 
won’t drag you down. Clean house. No more rebellions, please. Get a new heart! 
Get a new spirit! Why would you choose to die, Israel? I take no pleasure in 
anyone’s death. Decree of GOD, the Master. 
“Make a clean break! Live!” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Change My Heart, O God”  #801 ELW 
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The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
23 Then he was back in the Temple, teaching. The high priests and leaders of the 
people came up and demanded, “Show us your credentials. Who authorized you 
to teach here?” 
24-25 Jesus responded, “First let me ask you a question. You answer my question 
and I’ll answer yours. About the baptism of John—who authorized it: heaven or 
humans?” 25-27 They were on the spot and knew it. They pulled back into a huddle 
and whispered, “If we say ‘heaven,’ he’ll ask us why we didn’t believe him; if we 
say ‘humans,’ we’re up against it with the people because they all hold John up as 
a prophet.” They decided to concede that round to Jesus. “We don’t know,” they 
answered. Jesus said, “Then neither will I answer your question. 
28 “Tell me what you think of this story: A man had two sons. He went up to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go out for the day and work in the vineyard.’ 29 “The son 
answered, ‘I don’t want to.’ Later on he thought better of it and went. 30 “The 
father gave the same command to the second son. He answered, ‘Sure, glad to.’ 
But he never went. 31-32 “Which of the two sons did what the father asked?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said, “Yes, and I tell you that crooks and whores are 
going to precede you into God’s kingdom. John came to you showing you the right 
road. You turned up your noses at him, but the crooks and whores believed him. 
Even when you saw their changed lives, you didn’t care enough to change and 
believe him. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #674 ELW   

(8:00 – vss. 1-3    9:15 – vs. 1)   

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 
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 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints,  
           the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all those in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind  
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      of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with  
      humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your 
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and  
      keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and  
      damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts  
      and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change  
      our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body,  
      mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or  
      neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of  
      others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in  
      our community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our  
      neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax  
      collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By  
      their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your  
      mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Sending Hymn:  “Sanctuary” 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary  
pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  
sanctuary for You. 

 
Postlude:  “Voices Raised to You”  Jennings/Farlee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


