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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

September 20, 2020 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Tune your radio to FM 87.9 

 

When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, 
Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In 
baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther 
wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 



 

2 
 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

OPENING SONG: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  #733 ELW   

Please sing along in your cars. 
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GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
     saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”    #413 ELW vs. 1 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall raise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your  

      servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful  

      judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

      our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM:  “Jesus Loves Me”  Wendy Olson 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Jonah 3:10—4:11 
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10 God saw what they had done, that they had turned away from their evil lives. 

He did change his mind about them. What he said he would do to them he didn’t do. 

4 1-2 Jonah was furious. He lost his temper. He yelled at GOD, “GOD! I knew it—when I 

was back home, I knew this was going to happen! That’s why I ran off to Tarshish! I knew 

you were sheer grace and mercy, not easily angered, rich in love, and ready at the drop 

of a hat to turn your plans of punishment into a program of forgiveness! 3 “So, GOD, if 

you won’t kill them, kill me! I’m better off dead!” 4 GOD said, “What do you have to be 

angry about?” 5 But Jonah just left. He went out of the city to the east and sat down in a 

sulk. He put together a makeshift shelter of leafy branches and sat there in the shade to 

see what would happen to the city. 6 GOD arranged for a broad-leafed tree to spring up. 

It grew over Jonah to cool him off and get him out of his angry sulk. Jonah was pleased 

and enjoyed the shade. Life was looking up. 7-8 But then God sent a worm. By dawn of 

the next day, the worm had bored into the shade tree and it withered away. The sun 

came up and God sent a hot, blistering wind from the east. The sun beat down on 

Jonah’s head and he started to faint. He prayed to die: “I’m better off dead!” 9 Then God 

said to Jonah, “What right do you have to get angry about this shade tree?” Jonah said, 

“Plenty of right. It’s made me angry enough to die!” 10-11 GOD said, “What’s this? How is 

it that you can change your feelings from pleasure to anger overnight about a mere 

shade tree that you did nothing to get? You neither planted nor watered it. It grew up 

one night and died the next night. So, why can’t I likewise change what I feel about 

Nineveh from anger to pleasure, this big city of more than 120,000 childlike people who 

don’t yet know right from wrong, to say nothing of all the innocent animals?”     

 

P:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”    #512 ELW  
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The Gospel is announced…P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th 

chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 20:1-16 
1-2 “God’s kingdom is like an estate manager who went out early in the morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. They agreed on a wage of a dollar a day, and went 
to work.3-5 “Later, about nine o’clock, the manager saw some other men hanging 
around the town square unemployed. He told them to go to work in his vineyard 
and he would pay them a fair wage. They went.5-6 “He did the same thing at noon, 
and again at three o’clock. At five o’clock he went back and found still others 
standing around. He said, ‘Why are you standing around all day doing 
nothing?’7 “They said, ‘Because no one hired us.’“He told them to go to work in 
his vineyard.8 “When the day’s work was over, the owner of the vineyard 
instructed his foreman, ‘Call the workers in and pay them their wages. Start with 
the last hired and go on to the first.’9-12 “Those hired at five o’clock came up and 
were each given a dollar. When those who were hired first saw that, they 
assumed they would get far more. But they got the same, each of them one 
dollar. Taking the dollar, they groused angrily to the manager, ‘These last workers 
put in only one easy hour, and you just made them equal to us, who slaved all day 
under a scorching sun.’13-15 “He replied to the one speaking for the rest, ‘Friend, I 
haven’t been unfair. We agreed on the wage of a dollar, didn’t we? So take it and 
go. I decided to give to the one who came last the same as you. Can’t I do what I 
want with my own money? Are you going to get stingy because I am generous?’ 
16 “Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the 
last first.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN:  “Amazing Grace”  #779 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Amazing grace! - how sweet the sound - that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found; was blind but now I see. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 

Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all those in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel  
      challenges the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who  
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      suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation  
     is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a  
     spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring  
      peace to places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and  
      wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development  
      workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger,  
      abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany  
      judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful  
      labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life,  
      health, and courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give  
      us faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in  
      the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your  
      mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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           and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
CLOSING SONG:  “On Our Way Rejoicing”    #537 ELW 

 


