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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

September 6, 2020 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's 
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul 
reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Change My Heart, O God”  Espinosa/Bethcher 

                                             Social Distanced Masked Handbells 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 
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P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN:  “Give Me Jesus”  #770 ELW 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
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P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  #836 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.  
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      Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is  

      harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus  

      Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM:  “By Our Love”  Nockels   Kyla Betts Soloist 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7-9 “You, son of man, are the watchman. I’ve made you a watchman for Israel. The 
minute you hear a message from me, warn them. If I say to the wicked, ‘Wicked 
man, wicked woman, you’re on the fast track to death!’ and you don’t speak up 
and warn the wicked to change their ways, the wicked will die unwarned in their 
sins and I’ll hold you responsible for their bloodshed. But if you warn the wicked 
to change their ways and they don’t do it, they’ll die in their sins well-warned and 
at least you will have saved your own life. 10 “Son of man, speak to Israel. Tell 
them, ‘You’ve said, “Our rebellions and sins are weighing us down. We’re wasting 
away. How can we go on living?”’ 11 “Tell them, ‘As sure as I am the living God, I 
take no pleasure from the death of the wicked. I want the wicked to change their 
ways and live. Turn your life around! Reverse your evil ways! Why die, Israel?’ 
 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “I Love to Tell the Story”  #661 ELW  vs. 1 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

I love the tell the story of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 
It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.  

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two 
of you. If he listens, you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two 
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others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try 
again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll 
have to start over from scratch, confront him with the need for repentance, and 
offer again God’s forgiving love. 
18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no 
in heaven. What you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you 
get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of it, my Father in 
heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you are together because of 
me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON:  Rev. Eric Bakken, West Koshkonong Lutheran  

 

HYMN:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  #774 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
           everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, 
      and all those in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation.  
      Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen  
      ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation  
      and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have 
     entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, 
     storms, or pollution. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths  
      toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as  
      neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that  
      protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice  
      and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and  
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      neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or  
      spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape  
     societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our  
     neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you  
      equipped them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them we  
      see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your  
     mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

P:  God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as 

firm as the heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your 

steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and song.   

C:  Amen 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Friends of Jesus, come to the table.  Receive nourishment for your journey. 

P:  The body of Christ, broken for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

COMMUNION:  While you share communion with one another in your cars, Kyla 

Betts will sing, “One Bread, One Body”  #496 ELW 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  God of the welcome table, 

C:  in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that 

we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 

abundant life.  Amen. 

               
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 


