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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

August 30, 2020 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in 

God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words 

about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing  them.  

Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the 

lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we 

might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
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we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

HYMN: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  #858 ELW 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” #836 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 
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SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the  

     sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of  

     obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus  

     Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

ANTHEM 
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 

You know where I am, GOD! Remember what I’m doing here!  Take my side 
against my detractors. Don’t stand back while they ruin me. Just look at the abuse 
I’m taking! When your words showed up, I ate them— swallowed them whole. 
What a feast! What delight I took in being yours,     O GOD, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies! I never joined the party crowd in their laughter and their fun. Led by you, 
I went off by myself.  You’d filled me with indignation. Their sin had me seething. 
But why, why this chronic pain,     this ever worsening wound and no healing in 
sight? You’re nothing, GOD, but a mirage, a lovely oasis in the distance—and then 
nothing! 19-21 This is how GOD answered me: “Take back those words, and I’ll take 
you back. Then you’ll stand tall before me. Use words truly and well. Don’t stoop 
to cheap whining. Then, but only then, you’ll speak for me. Let your words 
change them. 
    Don’t change your words to suit them. 
I’ll turn you into a steel wall,  
    a thick steel wall, impregnable. 
They’ll attack you but won’t put a dent in you 
    because I’m at your side, defending and delivering.” 
        GOD’s Decree. 
“I’ll deliver you from the grip of the wicked. 
    I’ll get you out of the clutch of the ruthless.” 
 

     
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Beautiful Savior” 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
21-22 Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to 
go to Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious 
leaders, be killed, and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in 
hand, protesting, “Impossible, Master! That can never be!” 
23 But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no 
idea how God works.” 
24-26 Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with 
me has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from 
suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. 
Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. What kind of 
deal is it to get everything you want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade 
your soul for? 
27-28 “Don’t be in such a hurry to go into business for yourself. Before you know it 
the Son of Man will arrive with all the splendor of his Father, accompanied by an 
army of angels. You’ll get everything you have coming to you, a personal gift. This 
isn’t pie in the sky by and by. Some of you standing here are going to see it take 
place, see the Son of Man in kingdom glory.” 
 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON:  Sandy Grant, Chair of Evangelism 
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HYMN:  “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”  Everyone is invited to sing along in 

their cars. 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
           everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  
      the world, and all who are in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your  
      church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the  
      sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and  
      give us eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the  
      rhythm of our lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear  
      one another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and  
      understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor  
      and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong  
      sense of your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise  
      the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and  
      persevere in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When  
      we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones  
      who now live in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of  
      the feast to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these  
      prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 


