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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

August 23, 2020 

12th  Sunday after Pentecost 
 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock 
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the 
rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s 
mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this 
world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build 
up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship 
through word and deed. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
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we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: ‘My God How Wonderful Thou Art”  #863 ELW 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 

 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
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C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 

P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  #836 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of  
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     our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that  

     we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

     Lord. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 51:1-6 
1-3 “Listen to me, all you who are serious about right living and committed to 
seeking GOD. Ponder the rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which 
you were dug. Yes, ponder Abraham, your father, and Sarah, who bore you. 
Think of it! One solitary man when I called him, but once I blessed him, he 
multiplied. Likewise I, GOD, will comfort Zion, comfort all her mounds of ruins. 
I’ll transform her dead ground into Eden, her moonscape into the garden of GOD, 
A place filled with exuberance and laughter, thankful voices and melodic songs. 

4-6 “Pay attention, my people. Listen to me, nations. Revelation flows from me. My 
decisions light up the world. My deliverance arrives on the run, my salvation right 
on time. I’ll bring justice to the peoples. Even faraway islands will look to me and 
take hope in my saving power. Look up at the skies, ponder the earth under your 
feet. The skies will fade out like smoke, the earth will wear out like work pants, 
and the people will die off like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my setting-
things-right will never be obsolete. 
    
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Beautiful Savior” 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according Mathew the 16th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
13 When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“What are people saying about who the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some 
think he is John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets.” 15 He pressed them, “And how about you? Who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17-18 Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that 
answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you 
in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you 
are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together 
my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will 
be able to keep it out. 19 “And that’s not all. You will have complete and free 
access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers 
between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A 
no on earth is no in heaven.” 20 He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them 
promise they would tell no one that he was the Messiah. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “In Christ There Is No East or West”  #650 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 
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 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  
      the world, and all who are in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we  
      confess as the living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing  
      witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of  
      creatures. Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will  
      arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of  
      countries, legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your  
      ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving  
      purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill  
      your purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and  
      wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in  
      need of care. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in  
     Christ. May we recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you  
     have given us for the building up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord,  
     in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your 
      people to joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the  
      lives of our beloved dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in  
      your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these  
      prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

8 
 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                      

 


