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The Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
Animals are an integral part of God’s plan and creation.  They inhabit the 
skies, earth and the sea. They share in the ways of human beings and are 
part in our lives.  Saint Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the 
animals, wild and tame, his brothers and sisters.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

http://www.clcstoughton.org/
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P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own 

ways.  Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; 

we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; 

we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more about 

ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we 

ought.  Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live as 

your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we 

have messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God 

never tires of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  

“Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn: “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  #767 WOV 
Everyone is invited to sing along at home or in your cars. 
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GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “A Place in the Choir”    Our soloists will sing the verses. 
The congregation is invited to join in on the chorus… 

All God’s critters got a place in the choir, 
Some sing low and some sing higher, 

Some sing out loud on the telephone wire 
And some just clap their hands,  

their paws or anything they got now. 
 
SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, Creator of all, you gave human beings a position of 

responsibility in your world.  Give us the humility to care for your 
creation. Increase our respect for all your creatures, especially those 
we share our homes with.  Give us a sense of creature, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake we pray, Amen. 
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ANTHEM:  “His Eye is on the Sparrow” 
 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 2:18-21                        
18-20 GOD said, “It’s not good for the Man to be alone; I’ll make him a helper, 
a companion.” So GOD formed from the dirt of the ground all the animals of 
the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the Man to see 
what he would name them. Whatever the Man called each living creature, 
that was its name. The Man named the cattle, named the birds of the air, 
named the wild animals; but he didn’t find a suitable companion. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 104: 1, 10-25 
P:  O my soul, bless GOD!  GOD, my God, how great you are! beautifully, 

gloriously robed,  
C:  Dressed up in sunshine, and all heaven stretched out for your tent. 
P:  You started the springs and rivers, sent them flowing among the hills.  
C:  All the wild animals now drink their fill, wild donkeys quench their 

thirst. 
P:  Along the riverbanks the birds build nests, ravens make their voices 

heard.  
C:  You water the mountains from your heavenly cisterns; earth is 

supplied with plenty of water. 
P:  You make grass grow for the livestock, hay for the animals that plow the 

ground. 
C:  Oh yes, God brings grain from the land,  wine to make people happy, 

Their faces glowing with health,  a people well-fed and hearty.   
P:  GOD’s trees are well-watered-the Lebanon cedars he planted. 
C:  Birds build their nests in those trees; look—the stork at home in the 

treetop.   
P:  Mountain goats climb about the cliffs; badgers burrow among the rocks.   
C:  The moon keeps track of the seasons, the sun is in charge of each day. 

When it’s dark and night takes over, all the forest creatures come out.   
P:  The young lions roar for their prey, clamoring to God for their supper.   
C:  When the sun comes up, they vanish, lazily stretched out in their dens.   
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All:  What a wildly wonderful world, GOD!  You made it all, with Wisdom 
at your side, made earth overflow with your wonderful creations. 
 

GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Beautiful Savior”  #838 ELW  Verse 1 
Everyone is invited to sing along in your cars or at home. 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 6th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:25-29 
25-26 “If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you 
don’t fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the clothes in 
your closet are in fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you 
put in your stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you 
hang on your body. Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to 
a job description, careless in the care of God. And you count far more to 
him than birds.  27-29 “Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever 
gotten taller by so much as an inch? All this time and money wasted on 
fashion—do you think it makes that much difference? Instead of looking at 
the fashions, walk out into the fields and look at the wildflowers. They 
never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like it? 
The ten best-dressed men and women in the country look shabby alongside 
them. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON: “The Nose Knows”  Pastor Scott 
 
SERMON HYMN:  “This is My Father’s World”  #824 ELW 
Everyone is invited to sing along in your cars or at home. 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
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 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
BLESSINGS OF THE ANIMALS 
The pastors will walk out into the parking lot and lay hands on the cars with 
the pets inside.  The pastor will ask you to name them and then say, “Bless 
O God, your creature and all who care for them.”  
 
BLESSING PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Most generous and loving God, our creator, we give you praise and   

glory and honor.  Be praised for giving us animals, birds and fish which 
fill your world.  Be honored by those whose skill and vocation tend for 
the creatures of the world, who study and learn from them, for the 
sake of all.  Help us always to care for all that you have created and to 
celebrate the wonderful work of your creation.  This we ask to your 
eternal praise and to our blessing. Amen.  

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  May God, the Creator of all that is, God the Redeemer of all creation, 

and God the life giving Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C:  Amen.  
P:  Go in peace!  Care for God’s creatures! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 


