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“Let my people go!” Moses was quoting God when he spoke those words
to Pharaoh. We all know that Pharaoh wasn’t interested in shaking up the
status quo. The status quo was serving him quite well. Who would provide
the cheap labor to build his monuments if he would free the Hebrews? It had
worked for the past 400 years, it will work for the next 400 years. But God’s
people had been crying out for God to deliver them. 400 years of pain and
suffering were enough. God sent Moses and Moses told Pharaoh “Let my
people go!” In the following ten chapters God takes on Pharaoh to free
God’s people. Ten plagues later, after Egypt has been totally decimated,
Pharaoh finally surrenders. This story in the Old Testament is fundamental
to God’s peoples’ understanding of who God is. God is a God who desires
all people to be free. God not only desires it, but will fight on the side of
those who have been oppressed and exploited.
On July 4th we will celebrate the 244 years that have passed since the 13
colonies made basically the same demand of the British Empire, “We want to
be free!” For a few years I was reading book after book about that era in our
history. I wish I remembered more, but here are a few things that stuck in
my brain. The first colonial settlement in this country was Jamestown in
1607. For the next 170 years Britain, for the most part, left the colonists
alone. As long as they sent raw goods to enrich the mother country, all was
good. In 1763, the seven year French and Indian War ended. It had been
an expensive undertaking for Britain. The British needed additional revenue
to pay the debt. Thinking it was only fair that the colonies share the expense
of men and equipment sent to protect British territory and colonist’s lives,
they imposed taxes. I would say British subjects, but the British, for the
most part thought of them as second class citizens. The official cry of the
(Continued on page 2)

revolutionaries was “No taxation without representation!” People who had been governing
themselves for 170 years didn’t like others making decisions for them. The colonists argued
that they had fought alongside the British. The French and Indian War had cost them money
and men. They had paid their fair share! But there were other reasons. The British put limits
on their pursuit of prosperity. For example, the colonists were not allowed to weave the cloth
for their own clothing. Raw cotton was sent to England, England manufactured it into cloth
and then sold it back to the colonist at a considerable profit. The colonists were tired of it.
They protested. They made their own clothing. They sent Ben Franklin to England to speak
out for them in Parliament. And they dressed like Native Americans and went down to the
Boston Harbor and threw 92,000 pounds of tea into the water. That hurt the British East
India Company. The Revolutionary War broke out in 1776 and finally ended in 1783. Early
in the war Washington hoped for a decisive victory, but soon realized all he had to do was
outlast them. In 1783 the colonists were free and I have no doubt many of them saw
themselves as God’s people fighting Pharaoh for their freedom and knowing without doubt
that God was on their side.
Unfortunately when it came time to write the United States Constitution in 1787, there was
one major issue they failed to deal with, slavery. No one wanted to touch it. It was too
divisive. Forming a nation took priority. And to tell you the truth, many of our Founding
Fathers knew their wealth and life style were dependent upon slave labor. (Does that sound
like Pharaoh?) They concluded freedom was a privilege of the white man. The black man
could live without it.
In 1619 the first black slave arrived in the New World. In 1619 white people started
rationalizing and justifying an institution they knew was wrong and racism was born.
1619 was 400 years ago. That’s interesting. God’s people were enslaved in Egypt for 400
years. The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 freed them from their slave owners, but black
people still are not free. You are not free when educational and employment opportunities
are limited because of your color. You are not free when you have to worry about your safety
every day and the people you are afraid of are the police. I wonder how much of the
increased incidents of diabetes, stroke, high blood pressure and cancer among black people
are connected to the added stress of systemic and systematic prejudice and discrimination.
400 years God’s people have been crying out to God to deliver them. Is it happening all
over again? And this time God is acting through the thousands of people of all colors who
have been on the streets demanding change, those of us who have watched and know that
much of what they are saying is true, and our elected officials at all levels who are willing to
take a honest look at the status quo and make the necessary changes? It is something to
think about. I certainly am.

Do you need financial help?
Christ Lutheran has a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help Christ Lutheran members with
financial needs. Our funds are limited, but if you have a need please contact Pastor Paula
or the church office and we will see what we can do.
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July Worship: We continue with
Drive-In Worship at 8 a.m. and
9:30 a.m. and Online services.

Sunday, July 5: Worship with a taste of the 4th of July
On the weekend our country celebrates its independence from the British. Paul in the texts from
Romans, talks about our freedom from sin through Jesus Christ.
Sunday, July 12: A Baptism and Guest Preacher
On July 12th Mason Dean Peach, son of McKayla Kirby and Drew Peach, will be baptized at the
9:30 a.m. Drive-In Service and Sophie Geister-Jones will be our guest preacher. She wanted a
story to preach on and the Parable of the Sower is one of the best.
Sunday, July 19: We will send off our BWCA canoers with our prayers and a gift.
Sunday, July 26: A Guest Preacher and Liturgist
Pastor Scott Geister-Jones will preach and Jen Hoffman will lead worship.

Christ Lutheran on Fire
On July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
and August 5, 12 and 19
At 7:00 p.m.

Seven Campfire/Devos are being planned for July 1, 8, 15, and 29 and August 5, 12, and 19 at
7:00 p.m. in the evening. We’ll meet out back by the picnic shelter. A fire will be blazing in our
fire pit, picnic tables will be spaced six feet apart (family units may sit next to one another) and
there will be circles six feet apart painted in the grass if you prefer to bring your own lawn
chairs. We’ll sing some songs (Bible Camp Songs), have a short word and maybe even a skit
and share our thoughts about the text. Bring fixings for s’mores! We will take turns roasting
the marshmallows. Relays, obstacle courses and crafts with social distancing in mind will also
be part of these evenings. Campfires are being planned to give people an opportunity to see
one another, visit from a safe distance and reconnect. Come only if you feel comfortable.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Some Reflections on our Journey
Together
An Occasional (pretty much monthly) Letter from Bishop Peter Rogness
Dear Ministry Partners,
We are now moving into the summer months, which means some of the restlessness to be back into church gatherings
is on the rise. I recently saw a news report that those states (mostly southern and western) that have been most
aggressive in re-opening are now experiencing a rise in Covid statistics, a sober reminder that this will be with us for
some time, and caution continues to be the overarching guide. I’ve been pleased to hear the stories of those of you who
are beginning to find ways to have small gatherings… but doing so with attention to safety. It will be discouraging if/when
we find coming out of these gatherings that we experience infections within the circle of those who have gathered.
Several words come to mind to describe these times we’re in.
Resilience. Having to abandon the Sunday morning gathering that is the backbone of congregational life has not meant
abandoning the vitality of the mutual faith life that is who we are. We gather virtually, we stay in touch, we remain
committed to the well-being of the life of the church. There’s no offering plate but people give support. There’s no coffee
hour but people stay in touch. There’s no classroom work but bible study and learning continue. There’s little in-home
pastoral visitation but pastoral care continues. There’s no council meeting, but care for the life of the congregation
continues. This is a resilient church.
Weariness. That said, there is also weariness among leaders who have had to continue to scramble, make decisions,
find new ways to make things happen. And a general weariness that comes from isolation. We are meant to be social
creatures, and our church life is based on (using Luther’s words” the “mutual conversation and consolation of the
saints.” Even those of us who are introverts need human contact!! It is taxing to be living in this kind of uncharted limbo.
It’s why I constantly repeat the admonition to pay attention to self care. “Love your neighbor as yourself” the
commandment says, and care of self is a necessary ingredient of caring for others. Synod Vice President Jane Cahill
Wolfgram has recently written to congregational lay leaders encouraging them to be sensitive to and supportive of their
pastors in these challenging times. Her letter is attached for your reference. We need to tend to our health, and our
weariness.
Safety. As I said above, I’ve been pleased to see the attentiveness that is being given to concerns for safety as we made
decisions about the future. Risk continues. And, as the medical world tells us, “this virus is going to be with us for a good
while yet.” We won’t simply overcome it, we’ll learn to live with it, which means living with the cautions that are
needful. It’s how we love the neighbor.
A Dawn of Adventure. Here’s what I mean: I think the need to respond to such an extraordinary time has pushed us into
new ways of living out the needs of life in our church. Even our annual assembly will happen in a new and unique way. I
hope this is a door that’s been nudged open, and has the effect not only of staying with some of the things we’ve
discovered to be valuable (online worship and teaching, multiple avenues of care of people, the myriad possibilities
opened to us by technology), but tweaking our curiosity about what other adventurous paths might be possible. We all
recognize that it is ever-more challenging for small congregations to be independent and self-sufficient, but we have
already begun to do church in new ways, and maybe that spirit of adventure will lead us to expand what other new
models and patterns might look like. Virtual community is community and is not restricted by geography or place.
Centrality of Justice. The past three weeks have moved attention to how our society works (better for some, less well for
others) for all people to the front burner. While we in our synod are a largely homogeneous group, that is becoming less
and less so, and the need to listen and respond to what life serves up for all races and classes of people in this society
shouldn’t slide back to the back burner when the headlines disappear. If we aren’t a church that works to care for all of
God’s people, we aren’t really a church. On June 17 the ELCA (by assembly action last summer) is called to remember
the shooting of nine African American bible study participants at Emanuel Church in Charlestown – two pastors who
were graduates of an ELCA seminary, killed by a young white supremacist who was a member of an ELCA
congregation. It’s a time to remember we who may seem removed from these issues, are, in fact, not so removed as we
may think. (resources on the ELCA webpage for including this remembrance)
Perhaps these days may move us from club to church. We have been relatively comfortable with who we have been,
and that’s not entirely a bad thing – it means our church life has been an important thing for our people. But the church is
a “body,” i.e. a living thing, and all living things either grow and change, or they wither and die. I think amidst the
extraordinary events of this time we’re living in, the Spirit may well be calling us into a new and different vitality.
It’s a privilege to be your partner in ministry in these times.
Peter Rogness
Christ4Lutheran Church
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The Case for Black Lives in the Whitest
Denomination
By Sophie Geister-Jones
In our baptism, and then every time we reaffirm it, we are asked “Do you
renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?” And we say
yes, and we move on.
Well, now is a time to do some renouncing. Because—newsflash—racism is the devil, racism
is a force that defies and rebels against God, and racism is a sin that draws us away from God.
So much of Christianity is built up in being exclusive. And yeah, we say everyone is welcome
out loud, but often there are tiny little insidious regulations underneath what we speak.
Everyone is welcome if, all are welcome but.
The ELCA is a pretty progressive and welcoming denomination. For white people. Because
demographically, that is what we are—just a bunch of white people. So that means that while
we can outwardly be welcoming to people of color, that isn’t always true in our actions.
Because racism isn’t just outward actions. Racism is learned and ingrained in our everyday
behaviors. I am a white woman who grew up in a white town, surrounded by a bunch of white
people. I profit from historically white systems that work to empower and lift up white voices
and white bodies. I am, inherently, racist.
And that is okay. I am, like many people, a product of a system. But what is not okay is doing
nothing about it. Because if I do nothing about it, I am enforcing racism and defending the
system that hurts Black bodies and tortures Black souls. If I willfully change nothing about
myself after acknowledging how I am hurting Black people—inadvertently as it may be—what
actually makes me better than a member of a lynch mob?
The system—and by system, I mean any and all institutionalized systems in our country—was
built on the backs of Black bodies with the intent to empower and maintain the power of white
bodies. It just was. That’s the truth. The system in first-century Israel was also built on the
backs of Hebrew bodies to benefit the Romans. Jesus was a brown person (like most
modern-day Palestinians are), Jesus was an abolitionist (he healed a Centurion’s slave, he
welcomed the lepers, the sex workers, the “dirty” women back into society), a rioter (remember
when he destroyed the shops outside the temple?), and a protestor (he disagreed with the
Sadducees, ya see?). He was also a man brutalized and killed by law enforcement at the
request of the larger system.
When Jesus healed the slave, the lepers and the hemorrhaging woman, he was saying
through his actions that their lives mattered. He was saying that their pain and suffering was
overlooked because it was within society’s norms to allow it, and he was saying that no, wait,
stop. Their pain matters. Their suffering matters. Their lives matter. He wasn’t denouncing
anyone else’s life, but he was drawing attention to the injustice of the society he lived in. He
was saying that until their lives matter—until the marginalized are uplifted and given the same
human dignity and respect that everyone else had—nobody’s life mattered.

And that is why “Black Lives Matter” isn’t political. Black Lives Matter is about recognizing
the pain and suffering that has been a generational trauma. Black Lives Matter is about
recognizing how society has oppressed Black humanity and giving back that God-given
humanity and dignity to the fullest. It isn’t about tearing down white humanity, it is about
recognizing our role in a broken system—and fixing that system, be it by reforming it, or
dismantling it completely and creating something new.
So we must do better. We must hold ourselves accountable. We must hold each other
accountable. We must learn to recognize our mistakes (like Jesus did in Mark 7:24-29),
renounce them, and we must fix ourselves. It’ll be messy and exhausting and not fun, but in
order to live out our baptismal promise, and to live in a Christ-like fashion, it just is something
that we have to do. It is something we are called to do.
Christ Lutheran Church
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By Roger Slack

The Old Testament prophets spent a lot of time telling the nations of Israel and Judah
about hard times that were coming because the people would not follow what God wanted
them to do and live their lives like He wanted. Even though they still did not listen and had to
go through it, God still loved them and gave them prophesies of better times to come when
Jesus and John the Baptist and Pentecost all came on the scene. We hear many of these
portions at church at various seasons of the church calendar. Micah 5:2-5 is heard at
Christmas when It is foretold that Bethlehem would be the town where Jesus is born. Malachi
3:1 and 4:5 and also Isaiah 40:3 all point to John the Baptist’s appearance on the scene. He
was the “Voice of one crying in the wilderness, make ready the way of the Lord, make His
paths straight” and also that he was the Elijah that would appear before Jesus.
Jesus’ ministry is foretold in Isaiah 42:1-9, “Behold My Servant, whom I uphold, My
chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him…”Vs 6 &7 “I am the
Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you,
and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open blind
eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those who dwell in darkness from the
prison….” Zechariah 9:9 foretells Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem “… humble and mounted on
a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12 is too long for me to
quote, but is a powerful picture of what Jesus did for us, paying the penalty for our sins on
His body in our place. Last of all, Joel 2:28-29 describes the day of Pentecost and is what
Peter quotes. “And it will come about after this, that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind,
and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions. And even on the male and female servants I
will pour out my Spirit in those days.” These were
some of the bright spots I enjoyed as I got to see that
God still loved them and made provision for us to see
His mercy and grace.
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Book
Study
Starts in
August
Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest
Denomination in the U.S.
Beginning Thursday, August 6th at 9:30 a.m.
From what I have been told, this is a really good book and I think we will enjoy reading and
discussing it together. Here is a little background on the author…
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher
in the whitest denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the headlines, but
Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a direct line between the church's lack of
diversity and the church's lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not
sociological. But so are the answers.
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the
future of Duncan's denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear
Church rejects the narrative of church decline and calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to
the front lines of the church's renewal through racial equality and justice.
It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this world that act against
God: whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a
blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in the revolutionary path of Jesus.
We will meet in the café where there is plenty of room to social distance. Books are available
NOW if you want to start reading.

Food Pantry and ELCA World Hunger Donations
In the month of May the CLC donated an additional $730 to the Stoughton Food Pantry, $100
to ELCA World Hunger and $200 to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. These were gifts above
and beyond what was budgeted. Thank you for your gifts! For many people the help they
receive from these organizations are concrete proof that God’s grace is real and Jesus Christ
is alive.
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE

WE ARE GOING TO THE BOUNDARY WATERS JULY 20 – 26.
It was just too hard for Lori Moll and Pastor Paula to give up this annual trip. We will do what
we can to keep everyone healthy. Temperatures will be checked, participants will be assigned
their own cup, spork and plate to keep clean and in their own packs for the week and the GL
will be sanitized after each use. The campsites are spacious. We can keep our distance. We
may bring extra tents and drive a few more vehicles the 500 to miles the outfitters. We will
definitely bring packed lunches to eat along the way and order take out at Sven and Ole’s
Pizza in Grand Marias. The people who have signed up will decide for themselves if they are
comfortable going. We have one group of 9 and another group of 7. There is room for three
more participants.

Take Home Sunday School Kits
July Theme: What was Life Like in Biblical
Times?
The Take Home Sunday School kits will be customized with materials for the age of your
children. We will send out one kit per family for anyone that is interested. There will be a different
theme again for August. We still have kits available for June if you would like to get one.

The Biblical Times Kit will be ready for pick-up on Sunday
July.5th If you are interested in getting one for your family please
reach out via email to JennyH@clcstoughton.org or call the office
at 608-873-9353.
This Kit will include: The Boy at the Temple; a story about
Jesus when he was twelve. A Time of Jesus Craft, Everyday Life
in Bible Times, maps, facts and activities, a time-line, a Who’s
Who in the Bible game and puzzles For the younger kids, some
coloring pages that show typical things from that time period and
a dictionary of biblical terms, along with some fun surprises.
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Congratulations to the CLC Stoughton High
School Graduating Class of 2020
Grace BonDurant, Jacob Ebert, Gloria Eddy, Brady Estervig, Veronica Estervig, Morgan Hack,
James Hanson, Navy Jones, Malori Kopf, Myranda Kotlowski, Naomi LePine, Parker Milbauer,
Gavin Model, Amanda Mohr, Trevor Ott, Lincoln Post, Jack Sanford, Ethan Skavlen, Brandt
Spilde, Coltin Suddeth, Chase Volenberg and Katherine Zacharias.

2020 Christ Lutheran Church Scholarships
Thirty-three scholarships were given out this year. Ten were given to Christ Lutheran Church
graduating high school seniors who will be college freshmen this fall and twenty-three to
Christ Lutheran Church continuing college students. A little over eighteen thousand dollars in
scholarship money was awarded. Funds for these scholarships came from: the Endowment
Fund which includes the named scholarships below, Women With a Mission, an anonymous
donor and Bethel Circle.
The Endowment Scholarships: Brianna Adams, Ryan Ewald, Emily Fitzsimmons, Lexie
Fitzsimmons, Noah Frieders, Zakkariah Frieders, Jack Gardner, Jenna Gardner, Luke
Geister-Jones, Morgan Hack, Hannah Iverson, Marisa Ludlum, Kadin Milbauer, Celina Moll,
Nathan Moll, Kirsten Stanford, Ethan Skavlen, Michael Slinde, and Alexandra Wuennemann.
William & Norma Lally Scholarship: Veronica Ewald
Judith Stolen Scholarship: Taylor Dyreson and Alexander Zacharias
Timothy Nebel Scholarship: Bergen Gardner
Paula Landers Scholarship: Trevor Ott
Olav Hellekve Scholarship: Gloria Eddy
Lorraine Thomas Ward Scholarship: Myranda Kotlowski
Gertrude Haven Aiken Scholarship: Taylor Vingum
Women With A Mission Scholarships: Brady Estervig, Natalie Kratz, and Katherine
Zacharias
Bethel Circle Scholarships: Katelyn Iverson
Christ Lutheran Church Scholarships: Parker Milbauer and Amanda Mohr
Christ Lutheran Church

Page 9

To the left is the Knoploh
family with Ella who is in the
middle of the back seat taking
her first communion. Her
brother Dan and her sister
Nora are handing her
everything she needs while
her mom Amy and dad Aaron
snap a quick picture.

Above is Quinlan Harringtion
taking his first communion,

Above is Mikayla Thomas
taking her first communion
with her mom Andrea looking
on.

Above is Kylie Horabik taking
her first communion
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Thanks to all the Volunteers
who keep up the church Gardens
The church has many garden beds both in the
front and in the back. As the weather starts to warm
up volunteers led by the long time leadership of Bob
and Louis Kluge gather and start the yearly task of
planting new flowers, watering and fertilizing the
plants, picking weeds and deadheading.
We have three zones around the building and we
have several volunteers that take turns caring for
each garden bed. Almost every day you will see
someone outside in the spring and summer months
caring for the gardens around the church.

You can see the great care that they take when
they are working on each of the beds. Countless
hours are spent making each bed look wonderful.
We want to thank all of the volunteers past and
present that have worked to make our church
gardens look so beautiful.
If you would be interested in helping we are always
looking for more volunteers. You can contact Gloria
in the office at 608-873-9353

In Memory of:

James Contant
James Contant
James Contant

In Memory of:

James Conant
James Conant
James Conant
James Contant
James Contant
James Contant
James Contant
James Contant

Endowment Foundation
From:

Family and Friends
Nancy Holzhuter
Myron & Mary Sime

Memorials

From:

Al & Eloise Christensen
Matt Hanson
Barbara Entwistle
Gloria Hayne
John & Martha Onsrud
Luther & Carmen Sperle
Genevieve Wilberg
Family and Friends

Altar Flower Chart: If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353. The
cost is $32.50. The dates available are: August 16, 23; October 4; November 15, 29; and December 13.
“Christ In Our Home” “ daily devotional booklets for July, August and September in large and small
print are available for pick up. If you are interested in getting a copy give us a call at 873-9353 and we
can bring a copy out to your car,
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