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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

July 26, 2020 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of 
faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of 
God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a 
treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s 
reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   

                                              Richard MacDonald, Clarinet 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
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we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN:  “God Is Here”  #526 ELW 

Please sing along in your cars. 
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GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Oh, Sing to the Lord”  #822 ELW   vss. 1, 2, 4 & 5 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 

 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
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 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 

 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

5 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son  

      you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us  

      your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our  

      Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM:  “The Old Rugged Cross”   
 
FIRST READING:  1 Kings 3:5-14 
4-5 The king went to Gibeon, the most prestigious of the local shrines, to worship. 
He sacrificed a thousand Whole-Burnt-Offerings on that altar. That night, there in 
Gibeon, GOD appeared to Solomon in a dream: God said, “What can I give you? 
Ask.” 
6 Solomon said, “You were extravagantly generous in love with David my father, 
and he lived faithfully in your presence, his relationships were just and his heart 
right. And you have persisted in this great and generous love by giving him—and 
this very day!—a son to sit on his throne. 
7-8 “And now here I am: GOD, my God, you have made me, your servant, ruler of 
the kingdom in place of David my father. I’m too young for this, a mere child! I 
don’t know the ropes, hardly know the ‘ins’ and ‘outs’ of this job. And here I am, 
set down in the middle of the people you’ve chosen, a great people—far too 
many to ever count. 
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9 “Here’s what I want: Give me a God-listening heart so I can lead your people 
well, discerning the difference between good and evil. For who on their own is 
capable of leading your glorious people?” 
10-14 God, the Master, was delighted with Solomon’s response. And God said to 
him, “Because you have asked for this and haven’t grasped after a long life, or 
riches, or the doom of your enemies, but you have asked for the ability to lead 
and govern well, I’ll give you what you’ve asked for—I’m giving you a wise and 
mature heart. There’s never been one like you before; and there’ll be no one 
after. As a bonus, I’m giving you both the wealth and glory you didn’t ask for—
there’s not a king anywhere who will come up to your mark. And if you stay on 
course, keeping your eye on the life-map and the God-signs as your father David 
did, I’ll also give you a long life.” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Walk in The Light”  A Traditional American Song 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Walk in the light,  Jesus, the light! 

Walk in the light of his glory and might. 

Who brings a spark to the darkness of night? 

Jesus the light of the world. 

 

Live in the light, Jesus the Light! 

Live in the light of his glory and might. 

Who brings a spark to the darkness of night 
Jesus the light of the world. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31-32 Another story. “God’s kingdom is like a pine nut that a farmer plants. It is 
quite small as seeds go, but in the course of years it grows into a huge pine tree, 
and eagles build nests in it.” 
33 Another story. “God’s kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into the dough 
for 44 “God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then 
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accidentally found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic—what a find!—and 
proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that field. 
45-46 “Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent pearls. 
Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and buys it. 
47-50 “Or, God’s kingdom is like a fishnet cast into the sea, catching all kinds of fish. 
When it is full, it is hauled onto the beach. The good fish are picked out and put in 
a tub; those unfit to eat are thrown away. That’s how it will be when the curtain 
comes down on history. The angels will come and cull the bad fish and throw 
them in the garbage. There will be a lot of desperate complaining, but it won’t do 
any good.” 
51 Jesus asked, “Are you starting to get a handle on all this?”  
They answered, “Yes.” 
52 He said, “Then you see how every student well-trained in God’s kingdom is like 
the owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old or 
new, exactly when you need it.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON:  “Created In God’s Image”  Pastor Scott 

 

HYMN:  “Give Me Jesus”  #770 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 
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 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
           everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  
      the world, and all who are in need. 
Honk you horns three times after each petition. 
P:  Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub,  
      a woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the  
      surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our  
      understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and  
      researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing 
      caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world  
      into the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to  
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      build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to  
      your will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the  
      dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to  
      the sick. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this  
      congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams  
      of being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your  
      people in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather  
      us with all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these  
     prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;           
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us;            
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 


