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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

July 19, 2020 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the 
wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. 
With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and 
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in 
the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of 
justice and mercy. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 
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we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “When Morning Gilds the Skies”  #853 ELW 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 



 

3 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Oh, Sing to the Lord”  #822 ELW   vss. 1, 2, 4 & 5 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness  

      and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we  

      may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    

     Amen. 

 
ANTHEM 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 44:6-8 

 GOD, King of Israel, 
    your Redeemer, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, says: 
“I’m first, I’m last, and everything in between. 
    I’m the only God there is. 
Who compares with me?  Speak up. See if you measure up. 
From the beginning, who else has always announced what’s coming? 
    So what is coming next? Anybody want to venture a try? 
Don’t be afraid, and don’t worry: 
    Haven’t I always kept you informed, told you what was going on? 
You’re my eyewitnesses: 
    Have you ever come across a God, a real God, other than me? 
    There’s no Rock like me that I know of.” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Walk in The Light”  A Traditional American Song 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Walk in the light,  Jesus, the light! 

Walk in the light of his glory and might. 

Who brings a spark to the darkness of night? 

Jesus the light of the world. 

 

Live in the light, Jesus the Light! 

Live in the light of his glory and might. 

Who brings a spark to the darkness of night 
Jesus the light of the world. 
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The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
24-26 He told another story. “God’s kingdom is like a farmer who planted good seed 
in his field. That night, while his hired men were asleep, his enemy sowed thistles 
all through the wheat and slipped away before dawn. When the first green shoots 
appeared and the grain began to form, the thistles showed up, too. 
27 “The farmhands came to the farmer and said, ‘Master, that was clean seed you 
planted, wasn’t it? Where did these thistles come from?’ 
28 “He answered, ‘Some enemy did this.’ 
“The farmhands asked, ‘Should we weed out the thistles?’ 
29-30 “He said, ‘No, if you weed the thistles, you’ll pull up the wheat, too. Let them 
grow together until harvest time. Then I’ll instruct the harvesters to pull up the 
thistles and tie them in bundles for the fire, then gather the wheat and put it in 
the barn.’” 
36 Jesus dismissed the congregation and went into the house. His disciples came in 
and said, “Explain to us that story of the thistles in the field.” 
37-39 So he explained. “The farmer who sows the pure seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, the pure seeds are subjects of the kingdom, the thistles are 
subjects of the Devil, and the enemy who sows them is the Devil. The harvest is 
the end of the age, the curtain of history. The harvest hands are angels. 
40-43 “The picture of thistles pulled up and burned is a scene from the final act. The 
Son of Man will send his angels, weed out the thistles from his kingdom, pitch 
them in the trash, and be done with them. They are going to complain to high 
heaven, but nobody is going to listen. At the same time, ripe, holy lives will 
mature and adorn the kingdom of their Father. 
“Are you listening to this? Really listening? 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN:  “We Plow the Fields and  Scatter”  #680 ELW 

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

1 We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, 

 but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand, 

 who sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

 the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

 

2 You only are the maker of all things near and far. 

 You paint the wayside flower, you light the evening star. 

 The winds and waves obey you, by you the birds are fed; 

 much more to us, your children, you give our daily bread. 

 

3 We thank you, our creator, for all things bright and good, 

 the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 

       No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts 

 but what you most would treasure—our humble, thankful hearts. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  
      the world, and all who are in need. 
Honk your horns three times after each petition. 
P:  God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into  
      your field. Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and  
      patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your  
      intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting 
      the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation  
      experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend  
      the fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring   
      ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the  
      brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and  
      abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and  
      new opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for  
      those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless  
      kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places  
      and saints close to us (especially). Gather us with them on the day of salvation.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these  
      prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
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Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


