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be mailed to each       

member. 
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The Church is the People 
By  Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

June 2020 

   At our weekly Zoom Meeting one of the neighboring pastors shared a video 
of a pastor speaking to the question, “When are you going to open the 
church?”  He told his congregation via an online service that he had received 
phone calls and e-mails and texts and he was tired of it.  “The church is still 
open,”  he told them.  “I’ll open the building again,” he said, “When the Holy 
Spirit slaps me a good three times and wakes me from a deep sleep.  When I 
feel the Spirit’s fire burning my feet.  When the NBA invites fans back into 
their stadiums.  When the White House opens up for tours.  The church is 
not a building.  The church is the people.”  This guy could preach!  
   In the coming month the Church Council will be discussing, “When do we 
open our doors and worship inside the building and not in the parking lot?”  I 
don’t know the answer to that.  The health of our members will be our first 
concern.  Weeks ago I said about the same thing as the pastor in the video.  
I sent out the words to a song many of us learned in Sunday school or at   
Bible Camp, “I Am the Church, You Are the Church.”  We sang this song on 
Pentecost, Sunday, May 31.  On Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon thousands and thousands were baptized.  For the first 300 plus years 
Christians did not build churches.  They gathered in homes and during times 
of persecution the Christians in Rome met in the Catacombs (graveyards).  
Christians only began to build churches when they became the “state        
religion” under Constantine and weekly worship was mandated in 369 A.D.    
   Somehow Christianity managed to grow and people faithfully followed 
Christ for those first three centuries despite no buildings and in the midst of 
persecution.  It was most definitely the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit is still at work today. 
     Here are the words once again… 

Refrain: 
I am the church! You are the church! 
We are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! 
Yes, we're the church together! 
 
1.The church is not a building; 
the church is not a steeple; 
the church is not a resting place; 
the church is a people.  (Refrain) 
 
2. We're many kinds of people, 
with many kinds of faces, 
all colors and all ages, too 
from all times and places.  (Refrain) 

3. Sometimes the church is marching; 
sometimes it's bravely burning, 
sometimes it's riding, sometimes hiding; 
always it's learning.  (Refrain) 
 
4. And when the people gather, 
there's singing and there's praying; 
there's laughing and there's crying some-
times, 
all of it saying:  (Refrain) 
 
5. At Pentecost some people 
received the Holy Spirit 
and told the Good News through the 
world 
to all who would hear it. (Refrain) 
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The plan right now is to continue our Drive-In Worship Services at 8 and 9:30 a.m. on    
Sundays.  Beginning Sunday, June 7 West Koshkonong will worship in our parking lot the 
first Sunday of the month at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Sunday, June 7:  The 4th Graders will celebrate their First Communion.  In addition to our online 

worship service, a word from our Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be posted. 
Sunday, June 14 
Sunday, June 21:  Sandy Grant, our own lay preacher, will preach. 
Sunday, June 28 

Congregational Meeting - Sunday, June 28 following our 9:30 a.m. Drive-In Worship 
   Constitutionally we are required to announce a congregational meeting a number of              
times  before it actually happens.  This is your first notification.  You will hear about it in           
announcements as well. 
This Congregational Meeting’s purpose is to elect members to the Foundation Board as well as 
Council.  Before the meeting you will receive a mailing with the names of the candidates as well 
as a letter from our Congregational President and report from our Treasurer.  We will keep the 
radio on and hopefully be able to elect new Foundation Board and Council Members with a 
show of hands.  If you have any questions you would like addressed at that meeting, please      
email Ted Sehmer at sehmer@charter.com   

mailto:sehmer@charter.com


Council to Discuss “How We Move Forward” June 9 
The Church Council meets June 9 at 7:00 p.m.  My guess is we will meet in the café with each 
member sitting at their own table.  The big item on the agenda for that night is “How do we 
move forward?  When do we open up again for worship in the sanctuary?”  The ELCA has sent 
out some guidelines that we will be using as a basis for that decision.  It is a seven page        
document so we will not include it in this mailing, but it is on our website and if you would like a 
copy mailed to you, just call the church office. 
In the introduction it says, “In all situations, you will want to err on the side of love for your 
neighbor and know that change will be inevitable.  Patience, grace and flexibility will be          
necessary as you strive to make the most appropriate decisions for the people of God in your 
place at this time.”  That will most definitely be our first priority. 

Please Remember Your Pledges 
Thank you for your support, not only the financial, but your thoughts and prayers!  You will get 
a more detailed financial report with the Annual Meeting, but for now our Church Treasurer 
Mike Warwick quoted from The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy in his e-mail to the Church 
Council, “Don’t panic.”  At the end of April pledged giving was at 40.5% and expenses at 
36.5%.  In April we were through 33% of the year.  Pledged Giving was at 40.5% because a 
few individuals gave to the church their entire pledge for 2020 in January.  Expenses were at 
36.5% because we gave our yearly pledge to the synod in the first quarter and paid our entire 
bill to Church Mutual Insurance in March.  “We are doing well,” Mike says.      

 
Meals Will be Discontinued for Now 
With the state beginning to open up we have decided to discontinue cooking on Wednesdays 
for take-out and delivery.  If we find ourselves in another “Shelter at Home” situation, meals will 
be resumed.  If you need someone to buy your groceries, we will still do that.  For some reason 
Wal-Mart will not deliver at Vennevoll.  Just call the church office at 873-9353 
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Please Remember the Poor 
   I listen to way too much news, but what I have learned is that 40% of those 
in this country who make $40,000 or less are unemployed.  39 million are now 
unemployed.  Many have applied for unemployment, but quite a few have yet 
to see their first check. 
   We have heard a lot about the COVID-19 virus and its effect on the U.S. 
population and economy, but not so much about our poorer brothers and  sis-
ters       elsewhere around the world.  Their numbers are likely to rise when 
you      consider the temperature, population density, sanity conditions and          
availability and quality of health care. 
   If you have the means, I ask that you remember the poor in the coming 
weeks.  Our donations to the Stoughton Food Pantry are up.  Thank you!  But 
when this pandemic began we were just beginning to focus our attention on 
Global Health Ministries and ELCA World Hunger.  Because the stock market 
did so well last year a gift of $2500 was made to ELCA World Hunger.  WE 
were hoping to match that with funds designated by the congregation. 

The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive here at CLC in the 
Gym on June 26th from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

 
 Donor’s will need to enter using the east side doors.  the bathrooms next to the gym will be 
open for use by the public and all donors will need to make an appointment (see Link below). 

 
From the American Red Cross Website: “To support social distancing, appointments are now        
required. With thousands of blood drives cancelled during the COVID-19 pandemic, the need for 

blood is constant - patients need your help.” 
 

Below are the safety processes that we are following as recommended by Disease Control and          

Prevention (CDC) guidelines, such as: 

 Checking temperatures of staff, donors and volunteers before entering the drive to make sure    
 they are healthy. 

 Providing hand sanitizer for use before the drive, as well as throughout the donation process. 

 Following social distancing between donors including entry, queuing, donation and refreshment 
 areas. 

 Routinely disinfecting surfaces, equipment and donor-touched areas. 

 Wearing gloves and changing gloves often. 

 Using sterile collection sets and an aseptic scrub for every donation. Wearing masks by staff and 
 volunteers and donors. 

  
Thanks to Jeff Zarth, Ted Sehmer and Aaron Knoploh for volunteering their time to help out.  

 
Here is the link to make an appointment for our June 26th blood drive:  
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?dt=WB:PL:DR:PM&ed=06%2F27%

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?dt=WB:PL:DR:PM&ed=06%2F27%2F2020&order=DATE&range=10&sd=06%2F26%2F2020&zipSponsor=53589


 Along the coast of California, giant beasts tower over the rest of creation and stretch 

towards the sky. These redwoods are tall, reaching higher than 350 feet, and yet their roots lie 

only eight to twelve feet beneath the earth. Those roots defy gravity. They spread up to a     

hundred feet in any direction and tangle up with each other, supporting, somehow, the massive 

trees.  

During this pandemic, the church is having to redefine what it means to be a church on 

a massive scale. We’re having to redefine what worship means, what community means, and 

what congregation means. Drive-in church is a thing. Facebook worship is a thing. The church 

has never been about the building, and now, more than ever, it is necessary to expand one’s 

perspective from the traditional community within the building and look at, in the words of     

theologian Deanna Thompson, “the church as more than simply a local phenomenon.” Church 

is community—it is relational—and in the absence of God incarnate, the church’s responsibility 

is to be the body of Christ, whether in person or in a more spiritual, universal way.  This idea of 

a virtual, universal body of Christ isn’t new or shocking—1 Corinthians 12:12 states that we are 

one body but many parts, and, Thompson states, “Paul’s radical, unconventional vision of 

church has not just been about local communities of faith but also about what I am calling the 

virtual body of Christ, a body that is wedded to but also transcends specific, individual            

incarnations of church.”  

A virtual body of Christ, and a virtual church, allows the Christian tradition to be     

stronger and more present in the lives of people everywhere. It allows ministry to marginalized 

populations that before didn’t receive the support they needed. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, my favorite 

German theologian (and maybe my favorite theologian in general), said that, “The exclusion of 

the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless people, from everyday Christian life in      

community may actually mean the exclusion of Christ.” 

The introduction of the internet, in particular, allows us to break down barriers that once 

existed and live in a larger, more expansive church. According to Thompson, a virtual church 

reiterates that “Christians remain linked to one another beyond the boundaries of their own lo-

cal church communities or even their wider church bodies,” and proves once again that the 

church is the people and the relationships and community built between them. 

Just like roots can represent the expansive body of Christ, so can the actual tree itself. 

Inside the trunk and branches are meristems—lateral and apical—responsible for controlling 

outward and upward growth, respectively. In times of trauma, like if a tree was to get struck by 

lightning, the meristems continue growing the tree. If for some reason an apical meristem gets 

damaged and can’t survive, lateral meristems are able to step in and facilitate upward growth. 

Just as the meristems are adaptable and help the tree survive, it is the virtual body of Christ 

that adapts and helps the church and individuals survive—beyond all barriers or perceived 

blocks. The internet is sometimes a horrible awful place, but it also has the ability to transcend 

the traditional idea of community and relationship. When physical church and support aren’t an 

option, the virtual, universal church is. A tree is more than its branches and leaves, a tree is the 

boundless root system and the meristems. A church, similarly, is more than just the people  

that show up every Sunday, a church is every person in the body of Christ, regardless of      

any barriers. 

A Virtual Body of Christ and a Virtual Church

 By Sophie Geister-Jones 
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Al & Eloise  
Christenson 

“She” grew up on Madison’s west side and attended Bethany United 
Methodist Church. “He” grew up in Stoughton and his family          
attended First Lutheran here  Two different churches in two different 
communities.  No chance of these two ever crossing paths.....unless. 
 
Enter former CLC Pastor Furrboe and a chance meeting with Al who 
in 1966, was attending the wedding of his good friend Keith Fuller. A 
follow up meeting with Pastor Furrboe resulted in Al joining Christ 
Lutheran and relocating back to Stoughton from Madison in 1975. 
Not surprisingly, Eloise began working in Stoughton in 1975! A blind 
date followed. Eloise joined Christ Lutheran….. 

 
Now here’s the back story: Following discharge from the US Marine Corps with the rank of 
Sergeant (E5) in 1975, thankful that he’d never been deployed, Al Christensen received an   
associate degree in Commercial Art Production and retired in 2005 as a Production 
Art Manager from Ray O Vac. 
 
Meanwhile, Eloise relocated to Stoughton in 1975 after receiving a masters degree from      
UW-Madison in Communicative Disorders. She retired in 2006 after having worked with      
pre-school aged special needs children for her entire career.  However, she continues to      
volunteer at least 20 hours a week at the Stoughton Public Library. 
 
The Christensen family also includes Al’s daughter Kelly Nielsen, son-in-law Chad, and    
grandchildren Calissa Jo, a brand new fifth grade teacher, Braeden, a recent graduate of    
UW-Whitewater, and Camden, who will be a fifth grader in the fall. Granddaughter Alexis lost 
her life in an automobile accident in 2016. 
 
Christ Lutheran has become somewhat of a second home for the Christensen’s. Eloise has 
chaired the Board of Evangelism, served as secretary for the Church Council, and has       
faithfully occupied a front row chair in the choir for many years. Al was instrumental in helping 
to revise The Ambassador while serving on the Public Relations Committee, has served on 
the Stewardship Board as a member/chair for 35 years, was a member of Men in Mission, and 
the Foundation Board. He co-chaired two of the Building Committees when CLC was located 
on East Main (that facility burned down on Al’s birthday) as well as serving on the Building 
Committee during the construction of our present church building. 
 
In her spare time, Eloise enjoys playing bridge, reading, stitching 
 
, and “helping people” while Al, an outdoors kind of guy, likes downhill skiing, golf, and yard 
work. He also finds time to read the daily newspaper and begins each day with a devotional 
reading from the Christ in Your Home publication.  One of the Christensen’s favorite get-away 
spots for the past 10 years has been their annual camping trips to Door County with church 
friends. 
 
When asked what her favorite thing about Christ Lutheran was, Eloise mentions the energy 
she feels at CLC and she appreciates the fact that members of this congregation don’t just 
“talk the talk”, but “walk the walk”, giving meaning to the  lyric “All are welcome in this place” 
and the outreach that that entails. Ever the Stewardship guy, Al says that he’s happy to see 
that Christ Lutheran is “still striving to get the mortgage paid off”. 
 

By Diane Matson 
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 By Roger Slack 
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If you have ever read the Old Testament prophets of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekial, I can    

imagine that you would not find them very uplifting. For me it is hard to read as God doesn’t 

have a lot of good to say about Judah and Israel and even less to say about the surrounding 

countries that have led them astray. I don’t really have a grasp on what it would have been 

like in the day to day living back then, but I get the impression that the people were getting 

more and more selfish and uncaring in dealing with others around them. Widows and         

orphans were “sitting ducks” to be taken advantage of. Boaz, in the book of Ruth, was an   

exception as he takes both Ruth and Naomi into his household to take care of them, rather 

than let them die as paupers. The biggest problem God has with Israel and Judah is the way 

they just flit away and pay attention to the false gods represented by the hand carved idols 

men made of wood, stone, silver and gold. The prophets keep telling them that “their idols 

can’t talk or listen. If they fall over they can’t get back up. How foolish can you people be?” 

The part I really have a hard time with is that worshipping Baal required them to make their 

children “pass through the fire”. In other words, the children were burnt offerings to Baal in 

order to get his blessing on them. “Judah and Israel, how heartless can you be? Your wants 

or maybe it was your way of asking for forgiveness was so important that you valued it more 

than the life of your child you were raising.” It must have been hard to be those prophets 

knowing that the people weren’t listening to them and even hated them for making them look 

bad; that what they were doing was wrong. The prophets told them over and over that their 

nation would be attacked and they would either be killed or taken away as slaves, but they 

refused to believe them. It was a time of war, where Assyria first conquers northern Israel; 

Babylon then conquers Assyria and later Judah and then Persia conquers Babylon. There 

are moments though when God tells them that He will bring them back and reestablish them 

in their land. That wasn’t for another 70 years, during the rule of Cyrus the Great in Persia. 

After 70 years, that generation would have been gone and just their children, who had known 

only slavery, would be the ones going back to the promised land that they had heard about 

but never known. It’s really sad that God has to start over with a “blank slate” of His people. 

“Dear God and Jesus, help us to put our trust and faith in You and not in things that are 

manmade, even today.”  
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First Communion for 4th Graders to Take Place Sunday, June 7 
The 4th Graders were not able to celebrate their First Communion on Maundy Thursday this 
year. At that time we were already sheltering at home.  Well, it is time to celebrate.  The 4th 
Graders and their families have been invited to attend the 9:30 a.m. Drive-In Service on       
Sunday, June 7.  On Friday Jen and Pastor Paula will bake Luther Seminary’s Communion 
Bread in the church kitchen.  That bread, along with the recipe, wine and their 4U necklaces 
(The body of Christ broken for you!  The blood of Christ shed for you!)  will be delivered to their 
homes in a brown paper bag and dropped on their doorsteps.  They can try the recipe at home 
or bring the bread that we delivered, but they are asked to come to worship on June 7 with 
their families and share the Lord’s Supper in their vehicles.   

These kits will have different themes.  The first is about the creation story.  Why not start at the          
beginning!  The kits will be customized with materials for the age of your children.  We will send out one kit per 
family for anyone that is interested.   There will be a different theme for the months of July and August. 

Outdoor Basketball Hoop and Softball Field: We thought that we should remind our 
families that we have both a softball field in our backyard and an outdoor basketball hoop .  
They are available for family groups or individuals to use. So if you do not have them       
available to you at home please feel free to come and use the outdoor equipment that we 
have here at church.  

Take Home Sunday School Kits: 
June Theme: The Creation Story. 

The Creation Kit includes:  
A version of the creation story for kids in Pre-k- 2nd Grade 

and/or one for 3rd- 6th grade.  
A creation Story Craft 
A Days of Creation Bingo Game for Families to play 
A Maze worksheet 
Coloring worksheets with Biblical text for younger kids and a 

Creation story booklet 
Bible Times Herald, Doodle sheet and a cypher code sheet 

for older students 
A Creation Story Rhyme 
 Special Surprise to Keep: A wooden prayer cube with 6    

different children’s prayers on it so kids can roll the cube 
and select a prayer to say.  

Finally, some family discussion questions related to the    
story. 

 (I will include an instruction sheet with answers for 
each activity.) 

 
The kits will be ready for pick-up on Sunday June 

14th.  If you are interested in getting one for your family 
please reach out via email to JennyH@clcstoughton.org or 
call the office at 608-873-9353. 



Christ Lutheran Church                                                                                                                Page 9 

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

Spring has sprung” (kinda), the grass has riz (definitely), I wonder where the flowers is”?  If 
you’ve wondered, now you know….the flowers can be found in the flower bed surrounding the 
Christ Lutheran sign located on the front lawn of our church property. 
  
Thanks to the generous contributions of many CLC members, the decorative curbing was 
poured around the flower bed last fall, and monetary donations annually from Elizabeth Circle 
members and others fund the purchase of flowers, mulch, fertilizer etc. to sustain the beauty 
of the garden throughout the summer. 
  
Anyone interested in helping to sustain the beauty of this garden, sponsored by the Elizabeth 
Circle, either financially or by watering, weeding, replanting for the fall season, cleaning the 
bed before winter etc., is invited to contact any member of the Elizabeth Circle.  
  
All are welcome to venture out to the CLC sign and enjoy the beauty of the garden “up close 
and personal” this summer, 

Two new benches have been donated By Nancy Fuller in memory of her husband 
Craig Fuller for our softball field.   

 
These benches will provide much needed seating for the baseball and softball groups that 

use our field for practices each spring and summer.  
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Roger Slack Lectoring 
Tom Lehr Running the Radio 

Equipment 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 
at the Podium, Randy and 
Donna Olson (the 2020 
King and Queen ) at the 
microphone sharing some 
Ole and Lena Jokes to   
celebrate Syttende Mai. 

Linda Kunz Singing and playing the piano 
and Tracy Becker playing the viola.  
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Endowment Foundation 
 

                                  Memorials 
In Memory of:   From: 
Keith Slinde                               Parker & Linda Gibbs 
Harold & Henrietta Berge            Richard Berge 
Sean Foley & Gary Ireland          Mark & Ruth Hillbo 
Tom Lawrence                           Francis & Colleen Gregorich 
Kathy Baer                                Ron & Debra Bothum 

Kathy Baer                                Robert & Louise Kluge 

Altar Flower Chart:  If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353.  The 
cost is $32.50.  The dates available are:  August 16, 23; October 4; November 15, 29; and December 13. 

“Christ In Our Home” daily devotional booklets for April, May and June in large and small print are 
available for pick up. If you are interested in getting a copy give the church a call and we can bring a 
copy out to your car. 

Do you need financial help? 
 
Christ Lutheran has a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help Christ Lutheran members 
with financial needs.  Our funds are limited, but if you have a need please contact  
Pastor Paula or the church office and we will see what we can do. 

Funeral  May 2nd - 
Kathleen (Kathy) Ann Bothum Baer 

Funeral  May 30th - 
James “Jim” D. Conant 



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  
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Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenny Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 
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