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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

May 31, 2020 

Day of Pentecost 

 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and 
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after 
Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In 
Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all 
people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are 
unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit 
on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are 
given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love 
to all the world. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Oh God of power, 

C:  we want to be your people.  We celebrate your glory and power revealed in 

Jesus Christ.   But we confess today that we have been unwilling to accept 
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the responsibility to be your presence in the world.  We are frightened to be 

your power for creating change.  We have been uncertain of who your Spirit 

is and how your Spirit operates.  We confess our need for the presence of 

your Spirit in our lives even as we question what that means.  We are silent 

as we offer our emptiness and questions.  We await your empowerment. 

 

P:  Hear the good news!  God’s spirit has come with power and enthusiasm to 

show us that Jesus is the Way, the way for everyday.  God does not come with 

easy answers and directions; God calls us to join God and follow where God 

will lead.  Christ enables us to begin again and again. 

C:  Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn:  “You’ve Got to Move When the Spirit Says Move” 

Please sing along in your cars. 

You’ve got to move when the Spirit says, “Move!”  (2 times) 

‘Cause when the Spirit says, “Move!” you’ve got to move, O Lord. 

You’ve got to move when the Spirit says “Move!” 

 

2: Sing    3: Pray    4:  Dance     

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the power of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY FOR PENTECOST 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

Hymn of Praise:  “Spirit of the Living God”   
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Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars.  We will sing it twice. 

Spirit of the Living God,  Fall fresh on me, (2 times) 
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 

Spirit of the Living God,  Fall fresh on me. 
 
Salutation     
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending  

      into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may  

      have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace,  

      through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

      and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Anthem:  “Send Down Your Spirit, Lord”    Duet:  Linda Kunz and Kyla Betts 
 
First Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But 
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others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both 
men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Canticle:  “Wonderful Words of Life” 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

Sing them over again to me, Wonderful Words of Life; 

Let me more of their beauty see, Wonderful Words of Life. 

Words of life and beauty, Teach me faith and duty: 

Beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of Life. 

Beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of Life. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th Chapter    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel: John 20:19-23 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
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them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon   

Hymn:  “I am the Church, You are the Church”     

Refrain: I am the church! You are the church! 
We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! 

Yes, we're the church together! 
 

1. The church is not a building; 
the church is not a steeple; 

the church is not a resting place; 
the church is a people.  (Refrain) 

 
2. We're many kinds of people, 

with many kinds of faces, 
all colors and all ages, too 

from all times and places.  (Refrain) 
 

3. Sometimes the church is marching; 
sometimes it's bravely burning, 

sometimes it's riding, sometimes hiding; 
always it's learning.  (Refrain) 

 
4. And when the people gather, 

there's singing and there's praying; 
there's laughing and there's crying sometimes, 

all of it saying:  (Refrain) 
 

5. At Pentecost some people 
received the Holy Spirit 

and told the Good News through the world 
to all who would hear it. (Refrain) 
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  Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people  
      of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who  
      are in need. 
 
P:  We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations.  
      Activate and utilize the diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal  
      your love for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen  
      in our atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the  
      whole creation, especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided,  
      unite us. Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for  
      justice and empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains,  
      counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all  
      who long for comfort (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, 
      give us a spirit of welcome to those whom we meet in this congregation and  
      outside these doors. Surprise us daily with unexpected grace, that we rejoice  
      in every blessing you send. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and  
      places, stir in us the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to 
     new life in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  
      pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of our Risen Lord and Savior be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
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At the 9:30 a.m. worship service we will honor our high school graduates and 
award scholarships. 
Our graduating high school students are: Grace Bondurant, Jacob Ebert, Gloria 
Eddy, Brady Estervig, Veronica Ewald, Morgan Hack, James Hanson, Navy Jones, 
Malori Kopf, Myranda Kotlowski, Naomi LePine, Parker Milbauer, Gavin Model, 
Amanda Mohr, Trevor Ott, Lincoln Post, Jack Sanford, Ethan Skavlen, Brandt 
Spilde, Coltin Suddeth, Chase Volenberg and Katherine Zacahrias.  
 
Benediction 
P:  May the Spirit of God empower you as you journey with Jesus into the 

ordinary and extraordinary places of life.  May you be blessed with the energy 
of God to run and not be weary, to walk and not faint…even when the world 
seems so overwhelming. 

C:  The Spirit goes with us to give us life and breath—and the passion and fire of 
God in all we do. 

 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Amen!  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


