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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. Worship 
 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.  
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission to the world.  In words and 
deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ – our way, our truth, our life. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 
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P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn:  “I Need Thee Every Hour” 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
 

GREETING    

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen indeed! 

P:  The grace and peace of the Risen Christ be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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LITANY FOR EASTER 
P:  At Easter, we celebrate the newness and wholeness God brings into the 

world’s decay and brokenness. 
C:  We celebrate the love that expects nothing in return and shows us what 

Jesus meant when he said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
P:  We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus that never denies the crucifixion; we 

celebrate the Living Christ who comes with wounds displayed to touch us with 
love. 

C:  We celebrate the people whose presence disturbs and inconveniences us, 
revealing to us the hardness of our hearts and creating opportunities for 
sharing and hospitality. 

P:  We celebrate the Crucified Lord who delights in his victory and invites us to be 
transformed by faith that sees the less-than-obvious. 

C:  We celebrate who we are as people; restored, renewed and revealed by the 
truth of God’s love in the crucified and risen Savior.  Hallelujah! 

 

Hymn of Praise:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  vss. 1 & 3   

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Salutation     
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
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C:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and 

earth.  In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give 

to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen.   

 
Anthem:  “Sabbath Prayer”    Soloist:  Kyla Betts 
 
First Reading:  Acts 17: 22-31 
54-56 At that point they went wild, a rioting mob of catcalls and whistles and 
invective. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, hardly noticed—he only had eyes for 
God, whom he saw in all his glory with Jesus standing at his side. He said, “Oh! I 
see heaven wide open and the Son of Man standing at God’s side!” 
57-58 Yelling and hissing, the mob drowned him out. Now in full stampede, they 
dragged him out of town and pelted him with rocks. The ringleaders took off their 
coats and asked a young man named Saul to watch them. 
59-60 As the rocks rained down, Stephen prayed, “Master Jesus, take my life.” Then 
he knelt down, praying loud enough for everyone to hear, “Master, don’t blame 
them for this sin”—his last words. Then he died. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Canticle:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”  #380 ELW   vs. 1 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel: John 14: 1-14 
1-4 “Don’t let this throw you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty of 
room for you in my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you that 
I’m on my way to get a room ready for you? And if I’m on my way to get your 
room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live. And you 
already know the road I’m taking.” 
5 Thomas said, “Master, we have no idea where you’re going. How do you expect 
us to know the road?” 
6-7 Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the 
Father apart from me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him. You’ve even seen him!” 
8 Philip said, “Master, show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” 
9-10 “You’ve been with me all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To 
see me is to see the Father. So how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to 
you aren’t mere words. I don’t just make them up on my own. The Father who 
resides in me crafts each word into a divine act. 
11-14 “Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t believe 
that, believe what you see—these works. The person who trusts me will not only 
do what I’m doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, 
am giving you the same work to do that I’ve been doing. You can count on it. 
From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am 
doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. I mean 
it. Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

 

Hymn:  “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”          
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  Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

8 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people  
      of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who 
      are in need. 
 
P:  Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house.  

Continually strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love.  
We pray this especially for new congregations and those in redevelopment.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation.  Fill us with respect and awe 

for the world you  made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical 
rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that both destroy and create.  Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Align our ways to your love, O God.  We pray for countries, leaders, and other 

organizations as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety.  Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down 

by many troubles.  Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their 
burdens.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the 

safe pregnancies or expectant parents, and for families who struggle with 
infertility and miscarriage.  We give thanks for all who have shown mothering 
care, and we remember all for whom this day is difficult.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died.  Give us faith 

to take hold of the promise of your eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  
      pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
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P:  The peace of our Risen Lord and Savior be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
P:  May the life-giving power of God free you to dare: to dare to live differently, 

to play and work as people who have been transformed. 
C:  We go as the people of God, taking the risk of following our risen Lord, 

accepting the challenge to love and be loved.  Alleluia! 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Living Lord! 
C:  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 

 


