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The Times We Live in 
By Paula Geister-Jones 

April 2020 

Like most of you I have been watching a lot of news lately.  The number of cases of 
Corona Virus multiply each day and the Stock Market continues to go down.  After 
looking at the facts, what I have found most helpful is the comparison of this crisis 
to the Great Depression of the 30’s and World War II.  A few stations of have shown 
the video of Franklin D. Roosevelt taking the oath of office for the President of the 
United States on March 4, 1933.  After taking the oath he delivered his Inaugural 
Address that was 1,883-words and 20 minutes long.  The words that will never be 
forgotten was his famously pointed reference to "fear itself": 
 
“So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear 
is...fear itself — nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed 
efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life a lead-
ership of frankness and of vigor has met with that understanding and support of the 
people themselves which is essential to victory. And I am convinced that you will 
again give that support to leadership in these critical days.” 
 
It was a word the people of this country needed to hear.  The Depression had filled 
many with fear and not much had been done to dig the country out of a depression 
that had started in October of 1929.  With Roosevelt’s leadership and the people of 
this country working together we dug out.  The generation that was part of that effort 
Tom Brokaw named “the Greatest Generation” in his book of the same title.  What 
did people of that generation say of themselves?  They didn’t see themselves as 
particularly unusual.  They were ordinary people who just got up each morning and 
did what had to be done.  
 
So, don’t let fear paralyze you.  Not because Roosevelt says so, but because we 
have a God who promises to be with us during such times as these and you can 
trust that promise.  If you are looking for some good scripture lessons to read, turn 
to the Psalms.  More specifically Psalm 121, one of my favorites:   

I lift my eyes to the hills; 
     from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
     the maker of heaven and earth. 
The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
      nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.   
       
And then the good German in me starts asking, “What can I do?”  I can’t 

help myself. It is just who I am.  I love what Luther, another German, had to say on 
the subject, “Pray as though everything depended upon God.  Work as though     
everything depended upon you.” 

 
We will get through this with God’s help and together. 
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I never realized how much church is dependent upon gathering together to worship,       
gathering together to share a meal, gathering together for a Bible Study or gathering         
together for Sunday school.  And when you are not “gathering together” you are out visiting.  
What do you do when you are not supposed to “gather together” in groups larger than 10, 
when everyone is asked to stay home for the sake of their health. When you do find       
yourselves out and about in the community, remember to keep a distance of at least 6 feet 
between yourself and other people.  There is so much truth in that old Sunday school song, 
“I am the church!  You are the church!” 
 
The church is not a building; 
The church is not a steeple; 
The church is not a resting place; 
The church is the people. 
 
I am the church!  You are the church! 
We are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, 
All around the world! 
Yes, we’re the church together! 
 
So what are we the church going to do during this time of uncertainty?  How are we going to 
stay connected to one another?   
 
Worship:  

We will record both the Sunday and Wednesday Lenten services and post to Facebook 
and our website before Sunday morning. A weekly devotional will be sent out to all        
members via the mail. 

 
Schedule Changes:  

We will postpone this year’s Musical. We have worked hard and hope that we can       
perform it sometime in the fall. 

We will postpone the first communion for the 4th graders.  The booklet we were working 
on will be sent to families along with some supporting materials.  Please finish that 
together and we will let you know when the bread baking and 1st communion         
sacrament will take place. 

We will postpone handing out bibles to the 3 year-olds.  Usually, this happens at Palm 
Sunday.  We will inform you of when this will be rescheduled. 

We will be following the Guidelines of the CDC for Easter worship and will keep you 
posted as to what we will be doing this year. 

 
Links to online resources:  
 
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/ 

Website link to Sermons: https://www.clcstoughton.org/sermons-2/ 

 

We ask, if you are able, to please remember the financial support you have pledged      
to Christ Lutheran.  

There are so many questions and not many answers these days.  With talk of recession 
and depression it can be pretty scary, but remember we are God’s people.  As God’s 
people we place our hope in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  After Good   
Friday, which was the darkest day the world has ever seen, came Easter Sunday.  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/
https://www.clcstoughton.org/sermons-2/
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WUHAN. It's roughly day 48 of the city's quarantine. We've been locked in our apartment complex for 
many weeks. We're living in such strange times. After my last post, which was all about locks on doors 
and further restrictions, my husband asked me if I've posted any of the good. But...but... well, but nothing. 
That convicted me. 
 
So from the epicenter of the coronavirus, here is just SOME of the good we have been experiencing      
because of the lockdown:  
 
     Our family life has never been better. Usually one weekend is long enough before I'm ready to send 
each of us back to school or work. But for SEVEN weeks, we've been home together with very little out-
side influences or distraction, forced to reconnect with one another, learn how to communicate better, 
give each other space, slow down our pace, and be a stronger family than ever before. 
We've learned how to accept help from others. During this time, we've HAD to rely on others to show us 
how to get food and other things we need. People here are so good, and they want to help. It's satisfying 
to accept the help. 
 
     Shopping is so much easier now. It comes straight to our complex, and we just pick it up. Simple. 
Right now I hear birds outside my window (on the 25th floor). I used to think there weren't really birds in 
Wuhan, because you rarely saw them and never heard them. I now know they were just muted and 
crowded out by the traffic and people. All day long now I hear birds singing. It stops me in my tracks to 
hear the sound of their wings. 
 
Spring in Wuhan is absolutely stunning. God has been giving us glimpses of the beauty to come with 
near-perfect weather. Because of lockdown, we get to watch spring slowly unfold right in front of us with 
no work, traffic, pollution, or other distractions. I have pulled up my chair and am ready for the creator's 
show. 
 
My cooking has gotten way more creative. I'm cooking like a homesteader. Housekeeping hasn't           
suffered, either. We take naps in the middle of the day sometimes. We've all been reading so much more 
than before. I've reconnected with lots of old friends. We've talked with our families more than ever        
before. We still work and do school, but all from home and all on flexible hours. It is not perfect, but it is 
fairly productive and good. We are exercising more.  
 
My prayer life has never been better and my study time has been much more real. I have quiet time that 
is actually (usually) quiet - and I can devote real time to it. Most days I have so much more time to think, 
to listen, to process, and to discover. I am discovering the good gifts that God has given me and my fami-
ly. More than anything, I am bowled over by his goodness at every turn. He overwhelms me with his 
goodness. God is providing so many opportunities for good while we are here, and he is showing us his 
goodness every single moment. 
 
We are at peace in the epicenter of the virus. We are at peace in the epicenter of his will. 
Fear is a faithless coward and has no place in the lives of believers. Fear and worry have no seat at our 
table. We're here because he wants us here, right now, for his purpose. 
 
Coronavirus wants you to isolate and stock up and take care of your own first. Instead, look to him first 
while you take care of others. In community, we can do so much more than we can do on our own. God 
is caring for us so richly and showering us with SO MUCH GOOD each and every moment. 
And the song just plays nonstop in my head - Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God. 
It chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the 99. 
 
I couldn't earn it, I don't deserve it, still, You give Yourself away. Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, 
reckless love of God. 
 

Psalm 118:6 - The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? 
Pray. 

Positive Lessons from Wuhan, China 

(Below is an excerpt from a blog written by Rebecca Arendell Franks who is an American living and     working in 
Wuhan, China.  This was provided to us from Interim Pastor Sarah Kay from Deerfield Lutheran Church. ) 
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Tom and Cindy Lehr 
By Diane Matson 
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Possibly every mother’s nightmare. You’re driving your daughter to 
high school band practice. It was supposed to be a quick drop off. 
Then Mom notices a “hoodlum” ( her words) doing donuts in the      
parking lot, and  refuses to allow her daughter to exit the vehicle until 
the band director arrives. And so it was that Cindy Lehr’s mother got 
her first glimpse of her future son-in-law Tom! 
 

Both Tom and Cindy were born and raised in Janesville and met when both were students at 
Parker High School, but didn’t begin dating until Cindy was a Senior,  long after that hoodlum 
incident in the high school parking lot. Cindy shares that, ever the romantic, Tom picked her 
up for one of their first dates driving a school bus! He had been studying for his Commercial 
Drivers License ( CDL), and simply pulled up to Cindy’s house and honked the horn. Cindy’s 
mom would be pleased to know that Cindy rode in the back of the bus on that date, afraid that 
Tom might back into something. 
 
Now married for 36 years, the Lehr’s have lived in Stoughton since 1986, and are the proud 
parents of two sons. Ben is an IT Network Engineer working at INOC in Madison, and Donald 
is a Mechanical Engineer working at PRENT in Janesville where Tom also started his career. 
Currently Tom is a Tool Design Engineer at PLACON, and Cindy is a bookkeeper/clerk for 
both the Kegonsa and Pleasant Springs Sanitary Districts.  
 
Music brought them to CLC and keeps them tethered here, thanks in part to the late Millie 
Gardner and her daughter Beth who asked Cindy to play her trumpet in church. Thanks also 
goes to Maddie Lawrence who heard Tom sing, and he’s been a staple in the back row of the 
choir ever since. Additionally, both Tom and Cindy are members of the Stoughton City band, 
where Tom anchors the saxophone section, and Cindy plays trumpet. Tom is also a member 
of the Blue Velvet Orchestra, enjoys watching documentaries and movies, and seems to be 
the go-to guy for all things electronic at the church as well as being the “first call for help” to 
many in the congregation who need assistance with computer glitches. Recently retired as 
editor in chief of The Ambassador, Cindy enjoys knitting, crochet, and cross stitch. She has 
just begun to explore the world of quilting too. 
 
Looking forward to retirement.....in only 10 years, plans are already in the works to visit more 
National Parks, having already explored Yosemite, the Grand Canyon and Assateague        
National Seashore. 
 
When asked about what Tom and Cindy most enjoy about CLC, Cindy mentioned Tom’s love 
of mentoring youth in the Tech Booth, and helping with all things musical, including the 
plays and Christmas programs. Cindy says that Christ Lutheran is their church family, and an 
extension of their own family in many ways.  
 
We all owe a debt of gratitude to Maddie, Millie and Beth for recognizing the talents,            
dedication, and contributions of the Lehr’s for the past 30+ years, and we are so grateful to 
have them as members of our community of faith. But if we ever see a bus doing donuts in the 
parking lot, someone needs to call Cindy’s mom immediately! 
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 By Roger Slack 
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     I am sure many of you have heard the old saying, “He (She) has the patience of Job”. I 

remember my aunt saying that of my Mom. I choose not to think she was referring to us kids. 

Being a farm wife on a dairy farm, she would often step in to calm down the “first calf heifers” 

being milked for the first few times. She was far more patient than I was after getting kicked 

out of the stall. The saying comes as a result of the Biblical account of Job in the Old           

Testament. As I read it, both now and in the past, I could never see him being that patient. As 

you read it, you realize Job was a really good man; generous to a tee to those that needed 

help and not putting up with those taking advantage of the unfortunate. He honored God in 

every aspect of his life and would offer sacrifices to God for each of his ten children, just in 

case they may have sinned and he didn’t know about it. God had blessed him very much as 

a result so that he was considered a very wealthy man owning 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 

500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys and many servants. To make a long story short,      

Satan challenges God that Job would not be so faithful if he didn’t have all these              

blessings. God said Job still would, so Satan causes Job to, one by one, lose each               

of these possessions.  

      Finally all ten of Job’s children died at once when a storm caused the house they were in 

to collapse. Last of all, Job gets a very painful disease that left him covered with boils and 

infected scabs. All this happens in chapter one which ends with Job making another         

statement many of you have heard, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 

shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the 

Lord.” At this point three of Job’s friends come to talk to him and tried to get Job to confess to 

whatever sin he had committed that would cause God to 

punish him like that. That was the thinking of the day. They 

meant well, but had no idea of Satan’s plan to get Job to sin 

and curse God. Job was patient in that he let them say their 

piece several times, but he was adamant that he had done 

nothing wrong. I couldn’t make that statement. God, in the 

end, speaks directly to Job and basically tells Job that he 

doesn’t know as much as he thinks he does and Job humbly 

admits his lack of understanding. God then tells the three 

friends that He was angry with them as well for not speaking 

rightly about Him to Job. After all that, Job recovers and 

lives to have 10 more children and twice as many livestock 

and possessions. Job is one of the men in the Bible that I 

would like to get to know and befriend one day. I admire the 

things he did in life. 



Christ Lutheran Church has ten “Listen” hearing assistance      
systems for our sanctuary.  The system provides wireless hearing 
assistance through a small portable radio as shown here.  The 
radio comes with a single earphone that fits in one ear and has a 
volume control that you can adjust as needed.  If you have an 
earphone that you would prefer over the one shown, please bring 
it to church and you can try it.  Most of them work with these radi-
os.  Funds to purchase the “Listen” hearing assistance systems 
came from the Women With a Mission. Steve Hendrickson made 
a lovely cabinet to store the units in.  It is just outside the confer-
ence room.  Please ask an usher for help in locating the units.  
Also, ask Tom Lehr (usually in the Tech Booth) on Sunday morn-
ings for assistance.  The ushers and Tom will be glad to help you!   

by Cindy Lehr 

CLC Has a Hearing Assistance System?  
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      Spring is almost upon us which means that the cliff 
swallows will be returning again soon. Last year there 
was lots of discussion about different ways of dealing 
with the birds.  Many people were calling and stopping in 
to share ideas with Rodney about the best way to prevent the birds from nesting in our entry 
way. There was talk of putting up a net to cover the entire upper part of the entry way or      
adding gutters to get rid of the 90% angle wall space that the birds prefer to nest in.  Both of 
these alternatives proved to be very costly fixes that might or might not be successful.   
 
     Some more creative options that were suggested were: stringing up CD’s, or tinsel, putting 
out artificial owls or snakes, painting the ceiling of the entry way blue because and piping out 
heavy metal music to annoy the birds. Last year when we had a large number of them nesting 
it was even discussed that we should provide umbrellas out in the parking lot so parishioners 
could get into the church without the possibility of getting an unexpected surprise on their 
heads.  And that’s when Rodney stopped coming to church. 
 
    After lots of research and checking with the local DNR on techniques that people are        
allowed to use on a protected species it was determined that the best option was to use a 
spray. The spray that will be applied starting April 1st and will initially smell like grape juice.  
The spray irritates the birds feet which discourages them from building their nests. If there are 
a few hardy birds that build their nests in spite of the spray we will be allowed to knock down 
their nests as long as they do not contain any eggs.  

Cliff Swallow  
Solution 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 
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Youth to Help with Grocery Shopping 
Our high school youth and college students home and doing college on-line for the remainder 
of the semester will be grocery shopping for anyone who needs this service.  To begin with the 
service will be provided on Wednesdays from 2 to 6 p.m.  If you would like to use this service 
call the church office (873-9353) to sign up, a youth will stop by your place to pick up your list, 
shop for you and deliver your groceries to your door.  Payment for the groceries will be need to 
be made when the items are dropped of at your home. 

 
Take Out Food to be Prepared 
Christ Lutheran will also be preparing food for take out on Wednesdays between the hours of 
2 and 6 p.m.  If you are able to make a donation towards the cost of the food that would be 
appreciated.  If you find yourself unemployed and simply need the food no donation is           
required.  This food can also be delivered by the same young people who are doing the        
grocery shopping.   
 
Both services above will begin on Wednesday, March 25. 
 
Food available March 25 
Wild Rice Soup 
Cheesy Potatoes and Ham (the potatoes and ham will be in separate containers) 
 
April 1 
Vegetable Beef Barley Soup 
Lasagna in 2 or 4 serving portions  
 
April 8 
Chicken Dumpling Soup 
Porcupine Meatballs and Mashed Potatoes  
 
April 15 
Chile 
Scalloped Potatoes and Barbecue Ribs 
 
After the 15th of April, we will decide whether to continue providing this service, which will be 
totally dependent upon people making use of it.  If needed, it may even be expanded. 



Sunday School News 

CLC Scholarships 
 
This year we are pleased to once again be able to offer            
scholarships to help defray the cost of continuing education for the 
2020-21 academic year. High school seniors and college students 
who are current members of CLC are encouraged to apply for 
scholarships. 
 

Applications can be found online, at the office, or from Kris           
Adams & Roger Slack. All CLC scholarship applications are due to the church office by              
May 1st, 2020. Additional information about CLC scholarships can also be found 
online. Scholarship awards will be announced as part of the baccalaureate service on    
May 31st,  2020.   
 
 

     I hope everyone that can is hunkering down at home and spending quality time with their 
families.  We have no idea when this epidemic will be over and we want everyone of 
you to be safe.  We decided to cancel Sunday school classes starting March 15th.  One 
thing about having no way to gather with each other is that it has given us an             
opportunity to think outside of the box.  We still wanted to provide families with ways 
that they can teach their children important lessons from the bible. One of the ways that 
we thought would help support families was recording the weekly stories and placing 
them on our Website: https://www.clcstoughton.org/  (videos are located on the bottom of 
the youth page) and on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/ . One version will be from the Spark Story Bible for the 
kids in Pre-K through 2nd Grade and another from the Adventure Bible for students in 3rd 
through 6th Grade. They will be posted before Sunday morning.  For 7th and 8th        
graders,  your teacher will reach out to you directly with activities and lesson’s that you 
can do from home. We will continue to email out the weekly Sunday school family page.  
In addition, we will be sending a copy of the lesson pages and some special activities 
through the mail. We hope that these can be fun things to work on as a family.  

 
 Another way that we thought would be a great way to stay connected as a 
faith community  and alleviate some of the monotony you might feel from 
being cooped up at home, would be to have the Sunday school kids and 
some of our senior members be pen pals with each other.  We want to    
continue building community and we think this would be a great way to get 
to know more about other members of our congregation  Yes everyone, 
that means writing letters to people the old fashioned way. You can share 
fun stories about your lives, talk about what you are doing to keep busy 
during this time, share some of your favorite things, draw pictures and learn 
a little bit more about those you share a pew with each week.  
 

If you are a Sunday school student or a senior in our church and are interested in being       
a pen pal reach out to us via email: JennyH@clcstoughton.org or call the office at         
608-873-9353. You will be paired up with a pen pal and provided with their name                
and address.  
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https://www.clcstoughton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton/
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN, TIME TO START COLLECTING FOR GLOBAL HEALTH MINISTRIES.  

THE KITS ARE OUR OFFERING AT THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY IN MAY. DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF 

AT THE CHURCH FRONT ENTRANCE OUTSIDE THE DOOR.  

HOSPICE KITS  
   The HIV/AIDS Epidemic has added enormous challenges to health care worldwide. Missionaries, their 
health care worker colleagues, and patients' families in third world countries must provide daily care to AIDS 
patients who suffer from the symptoms of a devastating, end stage disease. There is pain, nausea, diarrhea, 
and skin eruptions to name a few. It is not a disease we can ignore and it is not going away.  
   How can we help?  By creating this AIDS/Hospice Kit, we can provide cleanliness and comfort to someone 
who is suffering. By enclosing a devotional booklet in this kit, we can provide comfort and hope. And through 
our prayers and generosity, we can reach far into the lives of those who have been affected.  
 
One Hospice Kits Contains  
New or gently used items: 
1 regular size bath towel 
1 wash cloth 
New items: 
1 bath-size bar of hand soap (wrapped) - any brand 
1 toothbrush, single & in original packaging 
1 toothpaste (size medium or large, or two small sample size - any brand) 
1 "pick" comb 
1 nail clipper 
6 Band-Aids 
1 jar or tube of petroleum jelly, 4 oz or more 
1 pair of heavy-duty household gloves (kitchen type, size medium) 
1 small devotional booklet ("Portals of Prayer" or "Christ in our Home") 
 
NEW BORN KITS  
   The birth of a baby should be a happy experience. In some countries, however, it brings new worries and 
problems. What if the baby is ill? How do we keep the baby warm? How do we feed another mouth? When 
the newborn arrives it may be with the assistance of the local midwife - if there is one in the area, and if the 
family will accept her assistance. 
   The midwife has the training and knowledge to handle the delivery but often does not have the very basic 
equipment, such as a clean cloth for the mother to lie on, a suitable instrument to cut the umbilical cord, or a 
towel to dry and wrap the baby. 
   Now imagine a baby born at a hospital in your hometown. Then take a moment to imagine a baby born in 
Africa, India, Madagascar, or Papua New Guinea. That baby has the same need to arrive in a well-prepared 
environment - and the same need for a chance to survive as a baby born at a well-equipped suburban hospi-
tal in The United States. 
   How do we bridge the gap between abundance and northing? 
   As friends of Global Health Ministries we have the opportunity to serve in a very special way by providing 
much needed medical supplies and equipment to areas of the world where the people have very little. We 
have been challenged to provide "Newborn Kits" which GHM will send to the areas where they are needed 
so that the midwives and the new mothers may feel that they are not alone, that someone cares, and that 
they can welcome the babies into a safer world. 
   Our reward: Their profound appreciation and the joy of serving the Lord and making a difference.  
 
One Newborn Kit contains 
(Please use new or clean used items in excellent condition) 
1 36" square muslin or sheeting - not necessary to hem 
1 regular size bath towel. New or gently used. No longer than 48 inches. 
1 wash cloth 
1 bath-size bar white Ivory soap 
1 newborn stocking cap (keep hand knit ones small, use baby yarn) 
1 small baby shirt, size 0-3 or newborn 
1 receiving blanket (approx. 30" x 30") 
2 cloth diapers 
2 diaper pins 

http://www.ghm.org/index.php/resources/10-forms/151-hospice-kits
http://www.ghm.org/index.php/resources/10-forms/150-newborn-kits
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  (Our second post comes from YAGM Zig (or Ndeye Mariame Ndiaye, as she's 
known in Senegal).  Zig is living this year inYeumbeul, a fast-moving suburb of Dakar 
and serving with our partner Senegalese Lutheran Development Services in the 
Sports & Leisure Program, the Library Program, and the Galle Nandiral Preschool and 
Elementary School.  

  
Death is inevitable. It somehow feels cyclical. The idea that when 
someone’s heart stops beating a new one enters in its place. The    
cycle of life is something that we all have to experience all-be-it joyous 

and devastating, it is a fact of life and somehow, we have to be ok with the outcome in the 
end. In my life I have experienced death three times. Once, when I was nine and my best 
friend lost her sister and the other times when my great-grandparents recently passed away. 
These three deaths impacted my life directly. However, this past January, I met death at the 
door of a friend in Senegal. 
  
Death is weird, because you never know what to say exactly, only that you are sorry for that 
person’s loss. But, on Sunday I learned to say something in Wolof. Siggel Digialei. Two words 
that mean that we are with you in your loss. We stand with you in your pain, and we will be 
here to comfort you through this time. Two words to say to a family when they lose a loved 
one. For some reason Siggel Digialei feels more real than ‘I’m sorry for your loss’. Siggel 
Digalei feels like community. It feels like when you stand up for someone who can’t protect 
themselves. And in a way it is. Because when a loved one passes away suddenly, you heart is 
left on the floor, beating slowly, waiting to be put back together. You need a team, a wall of 
protection, people who can guard against disease and heartbreak and to wrap their hands 
around your heart and put it back where it once stood strong.  Siggel Digialei.   I felt these 
words.   When I spoke these sacred words, although fumbling when I said them, seeing others 
mourn allowed me to understand their weight.  
  
Seeing a woman who had just lost her husband, crying with disbelief, made me feel            
helpless.  She didn’t know who I was, but I felt a sense of grace in her presence. As other’s 
surrounded her in their prayers, their offerings, their memories of her fallen husband, all I could 
do was sit in silence and take in this special moment.   
  
I felt the most useless when I noticed my friend Ndeye Marieme with her friends. Tears were 
welling in her big brown eyes with disbelief that her father was gone. A man that was pivotal in 
her daily life, now gone. He was no longer there to have a conversation with, no longer there to 
be a father, a grandfather, a brother or a husband. Gone. 
  
Her tears pulled my heart right to the front of my chest. I wanted to cry with her, to let her know 
that I wanted to take away just the slightest bit of pain she felt. There she sat, thirty feet away 
from me, surrounded by her friends and family all speaking into existence Siggel Digialei. I 
wanted to pray over her, but in this moment, in a space that wasn’t about building cultural 
bridges, but was about her and her family’s loss and grief, I decided to pray silently for this 
family. A family I knew and continue to learn more from every day. 
  
When I prayed, I prayed for recovery, I prayed for love, and I prayed for understanding. Living 
in Senegal has taught me when in doubt, pray. Back home I don’t actively think about prayer. I 
believe this absence of prayer comes from the fact that I am always on the ‘go’. The world 
somehow seems to fly by me and all I can do is think about what I am doing. Meanwhile, in 
Senegal, people live into their time. They pray openly and with confidence. People here pray, 
and when I visited the home of my friends that Sunday, people prayed. Siggel Digialei was 
there. It was sitting in chairs, it was talking, it was grief and most importantly it was love. 
  
I wish there was a way to take the phrase Siggel Digialei with me back home. Although,            
I can’t take the phrase per se, I can take the actions that surround these two beautiful and            
mysterious words. The idea of being there for families, individuals and loved ones through all                  
circumstances and bringing it back to prayer and walking with people in death and their loss, is 
something we should do more of as Christians in this world. 

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 
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Endowment Foundation 
Gift:                  From: 

     Andrew Kohlhoff 

Altar Flower Chart:  If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353.  The 
cost is $32.50.  The dates available are:  April 19, 26; May 3; August 16, 23; October 4; November 15, 
29; and December 13. 

“Christ In Our Home” daily devotional booklets for April, May and June in large and small print are 
available for pick up. If you are interested in getting a copy give the church a call and we can bring a 
copy out to your car. 

If you have purchased alter flowers or Easter flowers for the time period when 
we are not holding services at the church your money will be refunded unless 
you would prefer to make a donation to the church.  

 
At this time all musical group practices have been cancelled.  Linda will work with each of her 
groups to let them know when practices will resume. 

Do you need financial help? 
 
Christ Lutheran has a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help Christ Lutheran members 
with financial needs.  Our funds are limited, but if you have a need please contact 
Pastor Paula or the church office and we will see what we can do. 



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenny Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Church Secretary 

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 
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