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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. 
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all 
creation. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
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we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 

of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

Hymn:  “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
GREETING    

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen indeed! 

P:  The grace and peace of the Risen Christ be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Please honk your horns to greet one another. 
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LITANY FOR EASTER 
P:  At Easter, we celebrate the newness and wholeness God brings into the 

world’s decay and brokenness. 
C:  We celebrate the love that expects nothing in return and shows us what 

Jesus meant when he said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
P:  We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus that never denies the crucifixion; we 

celebrate the Living Christ who comes with wounds displayed to touch us with 
love. 

C:  We celebrate the people whose presence disturbs and inconveniences us, 
revealing to us the hardness of our hearts and creating opportunities for 
sharing and hospitality. 

P:  We celebrate the Crucified Lord who delights in his victory and invites us to be 
transformed by faith that sees the less-than-obvious. 

C:  We celebrate who we are as people; restored, renewed and revealed by the 
truth of God’s love in the crucified and risen Savior.  Hallelujah! 

 

Hymn of Praise:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  vss. 1 & 3   

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 
 

 
 

 
Salutation     
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns again to once again greet one another! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
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C:  O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death.   Guide us by your voice, that we walk in 

certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 
First Reading:  Acts 2: 42-47 
41-42 That day about three thousand took him at his word, were baptized and were 
signed up. They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life 
together, the common meal, and the prayers. 
43-45 Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done through the 
apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in 
common. They sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each 
person’s need was met. 
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at 
home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. 
People in general liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God added 
those who were saved. 
 

Psalm:  Psalm 23 - “The Lord’s My Shepherd”   #778 ELW   Soloist:  Kyla Betts 

 
Gospel Canticle:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”  #380 ELW   vs. 1 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th Chapter    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel: John 10: 1-10 
1-5 “Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If a person climbs over or 
through the fence of a sheep pen instead of going through the gate, you know 
he’s up to no good—a sheep rustler! The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate to him and the sheep recognize his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he gets them all out, he leads 
them and they follow because they are familiar with his voice. They won’t follow 
a stranger’s voice but will scatter because they aren’t used to the sound of it.” 
6-10 Jesus told this simple story, but they had no idea what he was talking about. 
So he tried again. “I’ll be explicit, then. I am the Gate for the sheep. All those 
others are up to no good—sheep stealers, every one of them. But the sheep 
didn’t listen to them. I am the Gate. Anyone who goes through me will be cared 
for—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A thief is only there to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life 
than they ever dreamed of. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon   

 

Hymn:  “Have No Fear Little Flock”  #764 ELW 

1 Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 

 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 

 thankful hearts raise to God! 
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  Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Honk you horn three times as when you hear the words, “hear our prayer.” 
P:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people  
      of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who 
      are in need. 
 
P:  Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church.  

Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at 
colleges, seminaries, and learning sites.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm 

equipment, for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmer’s markets, 
and for those involved in agriculture of any kind.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Guiding God, you carry us tenderly.  We pray for those who walk through dark 

valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering.  Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  Guiding God, no one should be in want.  Bid the nations to return to your 
paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all 
may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably.  Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry.  Bless advocacy work, food 

pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations.  May none our 
neighbors lack for basic needs.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Everlasting God, you beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by 

name and guided them to your side in death.  We thank you for their lives of 
faithful witness.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  
      pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of our Risen Lord and Savior be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion Distribution:  “Eat This Bread”   Soloist:  Kyla Betts 
 
Communion Blessings 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
P:  Let us pray… 
C:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
P:  May the life-giving power of God free you to dare: to dare to live differently, 

to play and work as people who have been transformed. 
C:  We go as the people of God, taking the risk of following our risen Lord, 

accepting the challenge to love and be loved.  Alleluia! 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Living Lord! 
C:  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 
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