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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

April 26, 2020 
Third Sunday of Easter  

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. Worship 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  Loving God, 

C:  We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those 

we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give 

us a fresh start, so that we can live as your children.  Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires 
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of calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now:  “Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn:  “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

Please sing along in your cars. 

 
GREETING    

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen indeed! 

P:  The grace and peace of the Risen Christ be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY FOR EASTER 
P:  At Easter, we celebrate the newness and wholeness God brings into the 

world’s decay and brokenness. 
C:  We celebrate the love that expects nothing in return and shows us what 

Jesus meant when he said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
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P:  We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus that never denies the crucifixion; we 
celebrate the Living Christ who comes with wounds displayed to touch us with 
love. 

C:  We celebrate the people whose presence disturbs and inconveniences us, 
revealing to us the hardness of our hearts and creating opportunities for 
sharing and hospitality. 

P:  We celebrate the Crucified Lord who delights in his victory and invites us to be 
transformed by faith that sees the less-than-obvious. 

C:  We celebrate who we are as people; restored, renewed and revealed by the 
truth of God’s love in the crucified and risen Savior.  Hallelujah! 

 

Hymn of Praise:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  vss. 1 & 3   

Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 
 

 
 

 
Salutation     
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, your Son makes himself know to all his disciples in the breaking of 

bread.  Open the eye of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 

work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.   

 
Anthem:  A Recording by Wendy Olson 
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First Reading: 1 Peter 1: 17-23 
17 You call out to God for help and he helps—he’s a good Father that way. But 
don’t forget, he’s also a responsible Father, and won’t let you get by with sloppy 
living. 
18-21 Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God. It 
cost God plenty to get you out of that dead-end, empty-headed life you grew up 
in. He paid with Christ’s sacred blood, you know. He died like an unblemished, 
sacrificial lamb. And this was no afterthought. Even though it has only lately—at 
the end of the ages—become public knowledge, God always knew he was going 
to do this for you. It’s because of this sacrificed Messiah, whom God then raised 
from the dead and glorified, that you trust God, that you know you have a future 
in God. 
22-25 Now that you’ve cleaned up your lives by following the truth, love one 
another as if your lives depended on it. Your new life is not like your old life. Your 
old birth came from mortal sperm; your new birth comes from God’s living Word. 
Just think: a life conceived by God himself! That’s why the prophet said, 
The old life is a grass life, 
    its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers; 
Grass dries up, flowers droop, 
    God’s Word goes on and on forever. 
This is the Word that conceived the new life in you. 
 
Gospel Canticle:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”  #380 ELW   vs. 1 
Everyone is invited to sing along in their cars. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35 
13-16 That same day two of them were walking to the village Emmaus, about seven 
miles out of Jerusalem. They were deep in conversation, going over all these 
things that had happened. In the middle of their talk and questions, Jesus came 
up and walked along with them. But they were not able to recognize who he was. 
17-18 He asked, “What’s this you’re discussing so intently as you walk along?” 
They just stood there, long-faced, like they had lost their best friend. Then one of 
them, his name was Cleopas, said, “Are you the only one in Jerusalem who hasn’t 
heard what’s happened during the last few days?” 
19-24 He said, “What has happened?” 
They said, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene. He was a man of 
God, a prophet, dynamic in work and word, blessed by both God and all the 
people. Then our high priests and leaders betrayed him, got him sentenced to 
death, and crucified him. And we had our hopes up that he was the One, the One 
about to deliver Israel. And it is now the third day since it happened. But now 
some of our women have completely confused us. Early this morning they were at 
the tomb and couldn’t find his body. They came back with the story that they had 
seen a vision of angels who said he was alive. Some of our friends went off to the 
tomb to check and found it empty just as the women said, but they didn’t see 
Jesus.” 
25-27 Then he said to them, “So thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why can’t you 
simply believe all that the prophets said? Don’t you see that these things had to 
happen, that the Messiah had to suffer and only then enter into his glory?” Then 
he started at the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went on through all the 
Prophets, pointing out everything in the Scriptures that referred to him. 
28-31 They came to the edge of the village where they were headed. He acted as if 
he were going on but they pressed him: “Stay and have supper with us. It’s nearly 
evening; the day is done.” So he went in with them. And here is what happened: 
He sat down at the table with them. Taking the bread, he blessed and broke and 
gave it to them. At that moment, open-eyed, wide-eyed, they recognized him. 
And then he disappeared. 
32 Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on fire as he conversed with us on 
the road, as he opened up the Scriptures for us?” 
33-34 They didn’t waste a minute. They were up and on their way back to 
Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and their friends gathered together, talking 
away: “It’s really happened! The Master has been raised up—Simon saw him!” 
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35 Then the two went over everything that happened on the road and how they 
recognized him when he broke the bread. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

 

Hymn:  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”  vss. 1-4        

 
 

  Apostles’ Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
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 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people  
      of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who 
      are in need. 
 
P:  For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are  
     empowered to tell the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality 
      in response to this love. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains,  
      and for all the wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that  
      they are nurtured and protected. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate,  
      forgive us. Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem  
      us from the cycles of scarcity and violence. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with  
      all those who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body  
      and spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those preparing for baptism,  
     first communion, confirmation, and membership. For those who participate in  
     Sunday school and adult education; guide and inspire learners of every age and  
     ability. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and  
      resurrected life. Give us thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we  
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      look forward to the hope of new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we  
      pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of our Risen Lord and Savior be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace. 
C:  Amen 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Living Lord! 
C:  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 


