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Love with No Strings Attached 

By Paula Geister-Jones 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  

John 3:16-17 
 
My son Luke was home for Christmas break in January.  It was great having 
him home.  I love my children dearly and have enjoyed watching them grow 
up, but this has got to be one of the most enjoyable phases. They are young 
adults now and I like the people they have become.  I like relating to them on 
an adult/adult level.  Well anyway, I took Luke out for lunch one day and he 
said, “You know, mom, I’m a double PK and I realize I can’t tell others what it 
means to be an ELCA Lutheran.”  I tried my best to answer him.  I began with 
God’s love. 
 
We as Lutherans simply believe that God’s love for us is a gift.  There is     
nothing we can do to get God to notice us.  God notices us.  There is nothing 
we can do to make ourselves more appealing.  No fancy clothes or make up 
or a fast car is needed.  No straight A’s on a report card or a promotion at 
work.  God simply loves us.  There is no need to worry that God will stop     
loving us.  One of God’s best known characteristics is God’s steadfastness.   
In other words, once God has decided on something, God will not change 
God’s mind.  God has decided to love us – on both sides of the grave. 
 
So what about good works?  They are not forbidden in the Lutheran tradition, 
but neither are they demanded.  Tiffany Vienneau made a comment to me a 
few years ago.  She says, “It seems like God struggles to figure out how best 
to relate to us in the Bible.”  She is right.  If you look at the Old Testament, 
God struggles and God learns how best to relate to us human beings.  God 
set out God’s expectations.  God’s people failed to live up to them.  God 
threatened to punish them.  God’s people didn’t seem to care.  God punished 
them.  That got their attention.  Now they followed God’s commandments for 
fear of being punished.  What a mess.  This is not what God wanted at all, so 
God sent God’s Son into the world to reveal God’s love for us.  A love that 
came with no strings attached. 
 
Whatever good works we do in response to God’s love is not a “have to” but a 
“want to.”  Like all the things we do for the people in our lives that we love.  A 
parent stays up half the night caring for a sick child because he or she wants 
to.  An adult child helps an aging parent downsize because they want to.  And 
whatever we do for others, like the Food Pantry Drive that is going on right 
now at church, is a want to, not a have to.  I think of a little song I learned 
when I was a child that sums it up nicely, “WE love because God first loved 
us.  We love because God first loved us.  We love!  WE love!  We love         
because God first loved us.”   
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Reminder that we have a Congregational Meeting on  
Sunday, February 2 
Immediately following Family Express at 9:45 a.m. 
 
The primary purpose of this meeting is to pass the budget.  Copies of the budget 
are available at the Information Desk.  These meetings last on an  average           
15 minutes, so please plan to attend.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 26 
Supper is at 5:30 p.m. with worship at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Lenten Series 

Supper is at 5:30 p.m. with worship at 6:30 p.m. 
“What’s So Amazing about Grace?” 

 
   We Lutheran’s talk about grace a lot, but do we really have a handle on what it is?  This Lent 
we will take a closer look at it using Philip Yancey’s book, “What’s So Amazing about Grace?”  
and Luther’s understanding of grace to increase our grasp and appreciation of the concept.  
“Holden Village Evening Prayer will be the liturgy for our Wednesday evening services and the 
titles for the homilies each week are as follows… 
 
February 26: Ash Wednesday A World without Grace 

March 4    The New Math of Grace 

March 11    Why Forgive? 

March 18    Oddballs Allowed 

March 25    Troubling Loopholes 

April 1     Gravity and Grace 
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Lenten Supper Menus 
Supper is served from 5:30– 6:30 p.m. 
A minimum donation of $3.00 is suggested to help cover 
the cost of food.  More would be appreciated.  Profits      
go to help fund theYouth Mission Trip. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 
Lasagna or Spaghetti – with or without meat  
Fresh Vegetables with Ranch Dressing 
Garlic Toast 
Brownies with Ice Cream 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 

 

Wednesday, March 4 
Tacos 
Cheese Quesadillas 
Spanish Rice 
Fruit Salad 
Cookies and Ice Cream 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, March 11 
Homemade Chicken Dumpling or Chile  
Grilled Cheese or Egg Salad Sandwiches 
Fruit Salad 
Cookies and Ice Cream 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
Wednesday, March 18 
Baked Chicken 
Cheesy or Baked Potatoes  
Veggies and Ranch Dressing or Salad 
Dinner Rolls  
Apple Crisp with Ice Cream 
 Milk, Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice or Coffee 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
French Toast with Whipped Cream and Strawberries  
Pancakes with Homemade Apple Sauce 
Egg Bake, Quiche and Scrambled Eggs 
Bacon and Sausage 
Ice cream and Chocolate Syrup 

Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 

There is a line item on this coming year’s budget entitled “Thrivent Choice.”  Last year, Christ Lutheran 
received $4,307 from Thrivent because Thrivent members directed their Choice Dollars to Christ           
Lutheran.  We have budgeted $4,000 for the coming year with the hope that Thrivent members will once 
again remember to direct their Choice Dollars to CLC.  I have been informed that it is now entirely up to 
us to do so. Thrivent will no longer remind us. 
 
Tammy Niefedlt at Thrivent also wanted to remind members to check to see if they have some Choice 
Dollars left from this past year.  Those funds need to be directed by March 31.  I had $71 that  I was    
unaware of.  You can do so online or call 1-800-847-4836.   
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Ah Middle School. Challenging at best. But imagine being the “new 
kid”, having just moved from Albert Lea, Minnesota to Alexandria, 
Minnesota as a sixth grader. Then, a classmate who is seated near 
you befriends you, brings you candy after lunch, and a fast         
friendship forms. But THEN, the two of you are separated for talking 
too much. Undaunted, these two remained fast friends, began       
dating, graduated from high school together……and Mark and Karen 
Benson recently celebrated their 54th wedding anniversary! Never 
underestimate the power of candy and classroom friendships. 
 
Residents of Stoughton since 1979 when Mark accepted the position 
of CEO at Skaalen, the Bensons became parents of two (Jeff and 
Julie) and grandparents of three: Jakob is a senior at UW-Madison 
studying engineering, Jenna graduated from U of Iowa and is       

studying Dental Therapy at the University of Minnesota, and Jack is a freshman at                
UW-LaCrosse. 
 
After settling in Stoughton, Karen, who has her Masters Degree in Social Work, began her ca-
reer at Stoughton Hospital and retired after 17 years at St. Mary’s as Director of Patient and 
Family Services.  During that time, she served as President of the State Hospital Social Work 
Society for six years. 
 
Karen’s vacation favorites include enjoying her “calming space” at the cabin in Manitowish 
Waters, as well as trips to Mexico and multiple cruises to places ranging from Alaska to the 
Mediterranean. 
 
Hobbies play a major role in her retirement agenda, she listed: playing bridge, golfing, reading, 
puzzles, and “cutting fabric into small pieces and sewing them back together” aka quilting. 
Karen’s phenomenal quilts have won prizes at major quilting expos, and she also graciously 
displays her quilts at the annual Skaalen Quilt Faire held at Christ Lutheran each Spring. 
 
When asked for her favorite things about CLC after having been a member for 40 years,      
Karen mentions having sung in the choir, being a member of Elizabeth Circle and serving for 
funeral luncheons, serving terms on both Altar Guild and being a member of the Board of Lay 
Ministry, all of which has allowed her to see people she has known for many years.                  
Additionally, both Jeff and Julie were married at Christ Lutheran and all three of her           
grandchildren were baptized and confirmed here. 
 
Thank you Karen (and Mark) for your ongoing service to Christ Lutheran, for adding to the    
history of this special place, and for being an example of life-long friendship. 

Karen Benson 
By Diane Matson 
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 By Sophie Geister-Jones 
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J.R.R. Tolkien managed, somehow, to write three whole novels about walking--
walking, walking, a little stumbling, and hey, some more walking. Hobbits walked, dwarves 
walked, heck, even trees walked. Samuel Beckett would be proud--he could only write one 
play about sitting and waiting. Despite that, or maybe because of it, Tolkien also wrote On 
Fairy Stories, which is a defense for fantasy and imaginative literature, as well as being a        
critical commentary on how one can view and analyze the Bible and, in particular, parables. 
 I don’t mean to diss Tolkien, I understand his contribution to the literary world and     
respect the guy. Really, he was taking his own advice. After all, he said “Fairy-stories deal 
largely, or (the better ones) mainly, with simple or fundamental things, untouched by Fantasy, 
but these simplicities are made all the more luminous by their setting.” Walking is pretty       
simple.  

However, I think what he forgot to say is that fairy-stories, just like parables, only        
appear to be simple. Behind every fairy-story there is a lore, a language (literally a language 
with the Lord of the Rings series), and a history. Similarly, behind every parable exists a        
history, a method and way of thinking, and multiple languages and translations. To ignore this 
reality of the stories and parables, and think of them too simply, ruins what they’re trying to 
say. Tolkien states that “Fairy-stories banished in this way, cut off from a full adult art, would in 
the end be ruined; indeed insofar as they have been so banished, they have been ruined.” 
Similarly, if parables are taken at face value, they don’t really have a whole lot of value.  

Both fantasy and parables are written in ways that catch one’s attention, they have an 
“arresting strangeness,” which, Tolkien continues to say, a lot of people don’t like. It messes 
with their way of thinking, and people don’t like that. However, for parables and fairy-stories, it 
is in that strangeness that something--some sort of truth--is subverted. Parables have twists, 
little moments that snag our collective conscience. These twists and turns are at the centers of 
both. It is the nitty gritty core of the arresting strangeness that grabbed one’s attention. It’s the 
lightbulb moment that, “Uncorrupted, it does not seek delusion nor bewitchment and           
domination; it seeks shared enrichment, partners in making and delight, not slaves.” It is the 
lesson.  

However, with biblical stories and parables, there is        
another problem, a sticky, muddled, interpretation problem. Good 
readers of parables and good readers of fantasy must recognize 
that “One thing must not be made fun of, the magic itself,” and 
that humans impose their presence into the stories that they read. 
There is an imperfection in great fantasy that is caused by         
humans, and there is an imperfection in parables because of      
humans too. Because of this, there are different nuances that can 
pop out when you read a parable. 

But the beautiful thing with parables is that they can offer 
many lessons throughout your life. They aren’t one stop shops. At 
six, you might take a valuable lesson from the story of the Good 
Samaritan that might be different from the lessons you take from 
it at 36. And Tolkien, largely, supports that. “In God’s kingdom,” 
he said, “the presence of the greatest does not depress the small. 
Redeemed Man is still man. Story, fantasy, still go on, and should 
go on. . .The Christian still has work, with mind as well as body, to 
suffer, hope and die. 

Parables and Fairytales 
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 By Roger Slack 
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 There are a lot of things in life that we do not understand or comprehend because of 

the limitations our bodies put on us. All of our senses have limits. We can’t see the               

microscopic or the interstellar objects by ourselves alone. We can’t hear certain whale songs 

or radio broadcasts without special receivers to bring them into a frequency that we can hear. 

What was once impossible is today possible to both understand and comprehend. About 5 to 

6 years ago, before my parents passed away, my Mom relayed a story to me about my Dad. 

They had both gone to bed one night and as he lay there, he asked my Mom if she thought 

his mother would recognize him when he died. She had died when he was 8 years old and he 

was probably 93 at the time. He was afraid she wouldn’t know who he was as he had 

changed so much. He was trying to comprehend how that worked. I’m sure my Mom           

reassured him so that he went to sleep. Along that line, back before Christmas, I watched a 

movie that I had heard about but had never seen called “Heaven is for real”. Both the book 

and the movie are about a 4 year old boy, Colton Burpo, that lived in Imperial, Nebraska, the 

son of a Pastor at a local church. The boy’s appendix had ruptured and went undiagnosed for 

5 days putting him in real danger of dying from sepsis. Although he did not die, during the    

surgery, he had what is referred to as an “out of body” experience in which he saw Heaven 

and sat on Jesus’ lap, met his father’s grandpa and also his sister that had died in a           

miscarriage before being born. When he recovered and was released from the hospital, at 

different times in the life of a 4 year old, he relayed things he saw and was told in Heaven that 

there was no way he could have known that had happened in his parent’s lives. There are 

some people that will try to analyze this and other situations like it that defy reason and       

explanations, but I wonder at times if this was what happened with the Old Testament      

prophets. Many of their prophesies were of things yet to come and of which they would have 

had no way of knowing either. Isaiah writes in chapter 6 of being caught up into Heaven in all 

its splendor and feeling like he did not belong there. The difference between Isaiah and       

Colton is a man old enough to know he needs to be forgiven and a 4 year old boy not yet 

knowing that. The experience left Colton with no fear at all of death and Heaven. As many 

funerals that I and many of you have experienced lately and the sadness we feel of saying 

goodbye to someone we love and now miss, makes me think of the other side in which our 

loved one now gets to see loved ones they have missed for many years past. The joy must  

be “unreal” for them and will be ours, one day as well.  
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 
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Supper Menus 
Supper is served from 5:30– 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation students and their families, God and Game participants and their families, 
Choir members – really anyone – is invited to come and break bread. 
A donation of $3.00 is suggested to help cover the cost of food. 
 
Wednesday, February 5 

Homemade Pizza 
Lettuce Salad 
Brownies with Ice Cream 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
Wednesday, February 12 
Ribs and Ham 
Scalloped or Baked Potato 
Green Beans 
Lettuce Salad 
Dinner Roll 
Ice Cream with toppings 
Coffee, White or Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
Wednesday, February 17 
Homemade Mac and Cheese or Chicken Alfredo with Vegetables 
Fruit Salad 
Homemade Bread 
Root beer and Orange Floats 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
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  Christ Lutheran’s Mardi Gras 
       Sunday, February 23 
       10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
Lunch will be served in the Manna Cafe.   
 
The menu includes…  Chicken and Sausage Gumbo over Rice,       
Cornbread, Buttered Noodles, Chicken Alfredo with Vegetables,      
Pancakes with Strawberries and Whipped Crèam, Meatballs and 
Mashed Potatoes, Strawberry Shortcake, Floats and Coffee and Milk.   

 
   The activities this year include past year’s favorites…  In Jail with Paul and Silas, Cross the Red 
Sea with Moses Cake Walk, Bounce with Joseph Bounce House, Bible Bingo, Some Awesome 
Crafty Jacob Crafts, Esther’s Face Painting Beauty Parlor, Fishing with the Disciples, Resurrection 
Bean Bag Toss.  The Cast Your Lots with Jonah Raffle will begin that day with the drawing taking 
place on Saturday, March 14 at noon.  You do not have to be present to win.     
   And there will be a Hallway of Games like Twister, Giant Jenga and Giant Yatzee.   
 
    Once again we will need cakes, pies, cupcakes, brownies etc. for our Cake Walk.  If you 
haven’t signed up yet to bring a cake, the sign-up sheet is in the narthex on the Information Desk.   

Please, support your youth and plan to attend! 

Christ Lutheran Church                                                                                                                Page 7 



Page 8                                                                                                                 Christ Lutheran Church 

NEWS YOUTH CAN USE (Continued) 
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 HUGE Garage/Bake Sale/ 

 Raffle/Silent Auction at  

 Christ Lutheran in Stoughton! 

 700 County Road B 

 Friday, March 13    9 a.m.–5 p.m.  

 Sat., March 14   9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

    A gym, 5 classrooms and hallway full of stuff! 

 

FOOD FOR SALE IN THE MANNA CAFÉ! 

Meatballs and Mashed Potatoes,  

Corned Beef and Cabbage and more!   

PUBLIC IS WELCOME! 

This event is a fundraiser for the CLC Youth Mission trip to Columbia, South Carolina      

 

If you would like to donate your treasures to the Garage Sale… You may drop items off beginning Friday, 

March 6.  Members may check out the items on sale Wednesday evening before or after  worship and purchase 

them. 

 

  
   God and Games  

   4th – 6th Graders 

   Wednesday evenings  

   6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

God and Games will continue to meet during the Season of Lent.  While you play in the gym your parents can     

worship in the sanctuary.  Supper which will be served between 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  The gym is yours from 6:30 –   

7:30 p.m.  – NO BIG people are allowed in.  Brady Estervig and Natalie Kratz are your fearless leaders.  

Sunday School News 

 All throughout December, the Sunday school and congregation decorated a Mitten Tree with 
scarves, hats, and mittens that were then donated to the Stoughton START program. We       
collected over 105 items that were given to Cindy Thompson the programs Executive  Director.  
Cindy was happy to receive the donation.  She said that we delivered it at the perfect time      
because it was starting to get cold out. Thanks to everyone that donated items to this cause. 
These items will be given out to people within our community that are going through crisis.    
 
For February, we are going to have our 2nd annual Sunday school classroom competition for 
collecting food for the Stoughton food pantry.  All donations that will be counted towards the 
Sunday school competition need to be in by no later than Sunday February 23rd.  Please drop 
them off in the Sunday school classrooms.  If you are making a monetary donation please      
indicate on the memo line that this should be counted towards the Sunday School competition 
and indicate the grade level you want it counted towards. All participants will get a small prize 
and the class with the most donations will get a class party.  
 
The entire Sunday school from three year olds through 8th grade will make Valentine’s day 
cards on Sunday February 9th. The Valentines cards are given to area seniors and shut-ins. 
The congregation is invited to join in making these cards.  Materials will be available in the     
hallway.  Please help us to bring a little joy to others this Valentine’s Day. Mary Onsager who 
delivers these cards said that our area senior living facilities look forward to getting these every 
year. We hope to create and deliver more than 100 cards this year.  
 
Sunday School Theme for February is: Open your Heart to Jesus.  (Continued on page 9)  



Page 4                                                                                                                  Christ Lutheran Church Page 9                                                                                                                  Christ Lutheran Church 

Rebecca’s Rebels 
Third Monday of the Month 

Viking Brew Pub 
6:30 p.m. 

Women of the Bible 
There are a lot of women named and their stories told in the Bible.  And the Bible 
gets such a bad rap for being patriarchal.  Whether it’s the women or the stories of 
the powerless the Bible does a great job of keeping alive the minority report.  Here 
are the women we will be studying in the spring… 
 
February 17: Dinah, daughter of Jacob and Leah 
Jacob had one daughter amidst all those sons, big brothers who would do anything 
to protect their little sister.  This story will draw us into a conversation about rape 
then and now. 
 

 
March 16: Mary and Elizabeth 
Yes, the Mary and Elizabeth from the Christmas story, 
 the mothers of Jesus and John the Baptist.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20:  Mary Magdalene 
Just who was she and what role did she have in the early church? 

Men’s Night Out at the Brew House 
Monday, February 24th 

6:00 p.m. for pints – 6:30 p.m. for supper 
Program: TBA 

I need your help again.  Please make a suggestion and I will follow up on it. 

Men’s and Ladies Night Out 

Sunday School News (continued) 

7th and 8th Grade Sunday School in January  
 

7th and 8th Grade Sunday School 
Sunday, February 2 – Class with Todd Hipke 
Sunday, February 9 – Valentine’s Day Cards/ Class with Todd Hipke 
Sunday, February 16 – Shopping at Walmart for Food Pantry Groceries 
Sunday, February 23 – Prep for Mardi Gras 

(continued from page 8)  
 
You will see new door decorations popping up in the Sunday school hallway.  You will also see 
some posters that give some fun information about the teachers who work with our students 
each week.  I hope you take some time to go down and take a look.  
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Congregational Outings 
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Senior Outing Thursday, April 23 
Fireside Theater 
The Church Basement Ladies:  A Mighty Fortress is our 
God 
Cost:  $70 

 
How could we miss this one?  In this installment of the Church      
Basement Ladies musical series, the year is 1960 and a reformation is 
underway.  Against the changing tide, Beverly, Mavis, Karin, Mrs. 
Snustad and Pastor are “bulwarks never falling” – standing strong in 
their faith and in their friendships with more crazy antics, more great 
songs, and more lessons reluctantly learned. 
 
We will meet at the church at 10 a.m. to pool rides and head to Fort       
Atkinson. We will return to Stoughton around 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 
The game starts at 2:00 p.m. 
UW Women’s Hockey Game 
Cost:  $10 
On Sunday February 16th,  Christ Lutheran is going to a UW Women’s Hockey 
Game.  We had a great time last year, so we are going again. UW Women’s Hockey 
Team is amazing and one of our own members is a member of the team, Maddie 
Posick. This event is open to anyone who wants to go.  We have 50      tickets, so 
sign up now.  We’ll be taking a bus and leaving at 12:30 p.m. from the church      

parking lot.  $10 covers the cost of the bus and ticket.  And surprise – the game is going to be at the 
Kohl Center. The goal is to “Fill the Bowl” in celebration of the team’s 2019 NCAA Championship. 

 
A 12:30 p.m. departure means a quick lunch.  How about eating at Culver’s.  Once 
again this year Culver’s has agreed to give us a percentage of their profits if we get 
a crowd to fill their establishment on Sunday, February 16 between the hours of    
11 a.m. and 3 p.m.   

    
    *If you are going to the game, eat at Culver’s before you get on the bus. *  

Senior Luncheon – It’s all about love, so invite the people you love! 
Monday, February 24 
11:30 a.m. 
Cost:  $10 
Program:  Jack Finney on the “Five Love Languages Plus One.” 
Rev. Finney’s presentation is based on a book by Gary Chapman 
Menu:  Food We Love 
Lutefisk and Meatballs 
Mashed Potatoes and Rutabagas 
Lefse and Rommegrot 
Milk and Coffee and lots more!!!! 

Senior Luncheon 
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Adult Bible Study 
Dialogues on Race 

Thursday Mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
Our Bible Study continues this month 

                 You can still come and join the discussion!   
 
  When my daughter worked at Augsburg Fortress a year ago this summer, Sophie was really excited 
about this new material.  Last year a group of about 8 to 10 took a look at migrants. The short video 
and Learner’s Book gave them up to date information and connected what is happening today to the 
Biblical story.  This year we will tackle the topic of Race.  Each participant will receive a Race     
Learner Book.  Each topic is packed with  well-researched  information, but brought to life with the 
lived experience and stories of  people at the center of the topic. And once again each session will 
begin with a video.  What will follow each week will be a “dialogue.”  None of us are experts but we 
can share with one another our own experience and reaction to the material presented.   

Adult Bible Study:  Baptized We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life 
Sunday Mornings February 9, 16 and 23  

Location: Conference Room 
Time: 9:50 – 10:20 a.m. 

     Daniel Erlander wrote this little book a number of years ago.  Throughout my 
ministry I have enjoyed immensely whatever he has written, so together we will 
read through this book and discuss just what it means to be Lutheran. 
 
   Here is what Dan said in his preface… 
 
   “North American Lutherans were once held together by a common culture.        
Immigrants gathered into Lutheran churches to share the old ways.  When the 
boats stopped coming and when Lutherans adopted American ways, Lutheran 
people continued to stay together to be with ‘those who are like us.’ This cultural 
cement, very strong in the past, is no longer holding. Recently I heard that half of 

the children who grow up in Lutheran congregations leave the  Lutheran church.  Now what do we do?  
Here are two possible responses: Let’s play down our Lutheranism and adopt ways which are           
succeeding in the American religious scene.  This way we’ll keep more of our children and attract 
many Americans who would otherwise go to other churches.   
     The way of teaching, worshipping and living as Christians which comes from a sixteenth century 
church renewal movement should continue within the beautiful diversity of the whole Christian church.  
Let’s do it and do it well.  Then let’s invite people of all races, cultures and national backgrounds to join 
us. 
   This booklet is an enthusiastic affirmation of the second response.   

Bible Studies  
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I thank the entire congregation on the wonderful welcome that I received on Sunday, January 12th. It 
was heartwarming to get so many warm words, hugs and cards from you all.  Since I began  working 
here part-time as the Sunday school Director two years ago I have always felt welcomed and          
supported by the congregation.   
 
When I took a full-time position this past June, I was grateful for the faith that the hiring committee 
and the congregation put in me.  I hope that I have the opportunity to continue to expand upon some 
of the new things that I have been working on over the past 8 months and that I get an opportunity to 
meet and work with more of you through my ministry.  Thanks for your continued support as I learn 
and grow in this new position. 
 
With much gratitude and blessings, Jenny Hoffman (Lay Ministry Administrator) 
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Tentative VIP Kids Schedule for February: Practice 2/5 and 2/12 with the performance                                
on February 16th at 8:00 AM service. 
 
Tentative First Class Ringers For February: Practice 2/5 with the  performance at   
the February 9th at Family Express service.  
 
Please Note that the Chancel Choir will be taking a break from practice and performances for 
January and February.  
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We are excited to have dancers from the Magnum Opus Trainee program       
perform on, March 8. The dancers are led by Melissa Mendl. (Some of you will 
remember Melissa who came this summer and performed a dance to the Music “ 
Give  Me Jesus”.)   She is returning with five dancers  who will perform at all 
three services. The Magnum Opus' Trainee Program exists to encourage and 
strengthen dancers as they grow into artists through a loving, positive and Christ
-centered environment. In addition to having her dancers perform for the        
congregation. Melissa will be helping us to choreograph some dances for this 
years Youth Musical : 
“It’s Cool in the Furnace”.  

Magnum Opus Trainee Program to Perform at all         
services on Sunday March 8th. 

(Continued) 
 
                                                        A Wholehearted Thank you from Women With A Mission 

 
WOW, Christ Lutheran Church congregation, you did not                          
disappoint.  We would like to thank the MANY contributors for the 
cookies, cakes, bars, kringles, breads, jelly, pies, salsa and fudge 
that were donated to the 30th annual Ole and Lena Bake Sale and 
More.  We had a very successful sale.  Our raffle winners were:    
Margaret Young, Stoughton-The Green Bay Packet tickets and    
basket; Gen Wilberg-50” RCA TV and Donna Kniebuehler, Madison
-American Girl Doll and  accessories.  Thank you all for your              
continued support and a successful sale.     
 

                                                        Blessings, 
                                                        Christ Lutheran Church Women With a Mission 
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Christ Lutheran Church is hosting a  
Stoughton Community Networking Conference on April 25th, 2020 

 
This is a project of the Social Concerns Committee and friends of Christ Lutheran Church.  We are 
partnering with the VA Hospital of Madison who will open the conference with a presentation about their 
new “Whole Health Program”.  
 
We wanted to give you some background information in case you have questions about this               
conference. The Social Concerns Committee was brainstorming projects we could do for the upcoming 
year. We heard of homeless children in our school system and we were discussing a project for       
housing the homeless. We are aware of several service providers in our community and we reached 
out to Sharon Mason Boersma, Stoughton’s former Dane County Health and Human Services Social 
Worker.  With her input, we have had many discussions of the needs and services in our community.  
 
It’s always been a challenge for service providers to find all of the resources they need to help clients 
and families going through difficult times. Every situation requires a unique set of resources and often 
there are no easy answers which means a lot of time spent working for solutions from those willing to 
help. Churches, service clubs, and other philanthropic groups in our community are looking for projects 
to support those in need to build a stronger and healthier community. Stoughton is a very giving com-
munity. We are rich in volunteers that pull together often to help community efforts.  
 
In 2011, service providers came together at Covenant Lutheran Church for a conference to do a com-
munity needs assessment and discuss current community services. They wanted to identify current 
needs, gaps, and overlaps of services currently available.  This conference resulted in the completion 
of the Stoughton Area Resource Guide which is available at the City of Stoughton and Stoughton Pub-
lic Library websites. This also led to the development of the Emergency Resource Guide for Stoughton. 
 
 
Our Stoughton Community Networking Conference’s goal is to bring together service agencies, organi-
zations, churches, clubs, businesses, city, school, associations, and other philanthropic groups and in-
dividuals who support the community to increase knowledge and communication between these enti-
ties and to create an online network where we can more easily communicate our needs and have real 
time access to resources. 
 
Success of this event would be for everyone to meet and develop stronger relationships through shar-
ing knowledge and experience and problem solving some of the current challenges related to transpor-
tation, housing, employment services, and follow-up support. More success would be to establish an 
online Google Groups Forum where service providers and interested community members could rapid-
ly exchange information regarding needs and resources and problem solve in real time for increased 
support, availability, and efficiency. Further success would be to develop a community mentoring pro-
gram which includes education and support on how to be a mentor and what this means. 
 
Our goals are in alignment with the strategic planning goals of the Stoughton School District, Stoughton 
Hospital, Stoughton Library, and City of Stoughton.  We aim to be supportive of all ongoing community 
efforts currently being worked on by the Stoughton Wellness Coalition and other community entities.   
 
Our Stoughton Networking Conference also aligns with recommendations in “Healthiest Wisconsin 
2020” and “What Works for Health” http://whatworksforhealth.wisc.edu/factor.php?id=6 
 
 Thank you,  
Brenda Zarth, the Social Concerns committee of CLC, Sharon Mason Boersma, and Friends. 
 
If you have questions about this event please contact: 
 Brenda Zarth 608-622-8803 or brendazarth@gmail.com or                                                                   
Jenny Hoffman 608-873-9353 JennyH@clcstoughton.org 

Social Concerns 
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Music: A Universal Language  

  
I may be biased because I studied music in college, but music is pretty powerful. ….Music is 
all around us and in everything we do. And any subject you can think of – math, science, his-
tory, art, language, literature – is a part of music. Music is a big part of my life here in Senegal 
as well, working in the Christian Resources department with music and liturgy.  Part of my job 
is to go with my supervisor, Nicolas, to the different Lutheran parishes around Senegal to 
teach them new songs. So far, I have traveled to the Nioro du Rip and Mbour parishes. 
  
The coolest thing about this experience, though, is the fact that I don't have to know all of the 
words or even what they mean in order to sing. The language of music is separate from any 
language with words, and it is used all over the world. The way that the music is taught here is 
by rote teaching (repeat-after-me-style). Because of this, you don't even need to be able to 
read the music on the page; you just have to hear the melody and remember it. 
  
  
Communication has been one of the hardest things, especially learning Serer. But I know I 
can always make a connection through music. That has been one thing that has bonded me 
and my host siblings as well. They have taught me some songs in French and Serer, and I 
have also taught them the song “Fill My Cup” that I learned at camp. I hear them singing that 
song all the time, and although they may not know or remember the meaning, they are still 
singing and connecting with me! 
  
There’s something about making music in a group that is so special – it’s a connection that 
transcends beyond conversation or language. To me, it feels like we’re all part of one body, 
functioning and moving together in harmony. Even though the language can be a struggle, it 
is also one of the coolest things! Now when I read the lyrics to the songs in French and Serer, 
I have a general understanding of what it is saying. Here is one of my favorite songs to sing, 
and the translation in English: 
  

  
I love how music here is a very important part of 
any event or gathering – weddings, baptisms, 
church events, worship, etc. It’s guaranteed that 
someone will break out into dance! The best part 
of this shared music experience is being able to 
exchange knowledge. In the parish visits, I have 
taught people some new chords on the guitar, 
strum patterns, and basic piano. And in return, I 
have learned rhythms on the drum and finger 
picking on the guitar. This connection has been so 
special to me, and I’m looking forward to learning 
even more about the music of Senegal in the next 
few months here! 
  

 

Excerpts from the blog post of YAGM Senegal 2019-2020 cohort  Sarah (or 
Daba Ndour, as she's known in Senegal).  Sarah has been living this year in 

Fatick, Senegal and serving with the Lutheran Church of Senegal.   

Parish of Nioro du Rip musicians (left) with Nico-
las (center with guitar), YAGM Sarah (second 
from right), and Pastor Moise (far right).  
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Altar Flower Chart for 2020 – Available dates: February 2, 23; April 19, 26; May 3; June 28; 
July 5; August 16, 23; October 4; November 15, 22, 29; December 13 and 20.  
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   Memorials 
In Memory of:   From: 
Keith Slinde    Richard & Jean Asleson 
Keith Slinde    Barbara Entwistle 
Keith Slinde    Bradley & Darcy Fuller 
Keith Slinde    Ruth Ann Furseth 
Keith Slinde    Louis & Darlene Halverson 
Keith Slinde    Nancy Holzhuter 
Keith Slinde    Ann Nelson 
Keith Slinde    Harry & Shirley Reese 
Keith Slinde    Dick & Sherry Shea 
Keith Slinde    David & Carol Skavlen 
Keith Slinde    Eric & Heidi Smedal 
Keith Slinde    Roger & Joyce Utermark 
Keith Slinde    Genevieve Wilberg 
Keith Slinde    Family & Friends 

“Christ In Our Home” daily devotional booklets in large and small print for January,   
February and March are available. You can pick up a copy in the Narthex.  

Funeral  December 30 - 
S. Keith Slinde 

We are bringing back Vacation Bible School this summer. Dinner will be 
served from 5:30 to 6:30 with VBS starting at 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. VBS will 
be held on August 3rd -6th for students in Pre-K through 6th Grade.  
We are hoping that holding this in the evenings will make it easier on    
volunteers and families.  
 
We are in the beginning stages of planning so stay turned for more         
information.  We are looking for people that would be willing to help out 
with teaching or with crafts, running games, teaching music, preparing 
food, and serving food. If you are interested or have any questions please 
contact Jenny at JennyH@clcstoughton.org or call (608)-873-9353. 



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenelle Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Church Secretary 

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #119 
STOUGHTON, WI 


