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Sunday, December 22
Worship—9:00 a.m.
Caroling at Skaalen Heights and Nazareth with Covenant– 9:00 a.m.
Coffee and Fellowship—10:00 a.m.
No Sunday School

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24
4:00 p.m.—A Children’s Christmas Eve Service
with Grace Notes and Special Music, Joseph, Mary, and Baby Jesus
Communion and Candle Lighting
6:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship and Special Music
Communion and Candle Lighting

Hope in Our Darkness
By Paula Geister-Jones
It is getting close to the winter solstice, December 22. After the 22nd our days start getting
longer. We see the sun for a few minutes more each day until the summer solstice on June
22.
At the Rebecca Rebel’s Bible Study this past month, one of the women asked, “Is
December 25th really Jesus’ birthday? The answer is “no.” We really have no idea what
month or day Jesus was born. Keeping track of someone’s exact birthdate just wasn’t done
back then. It still isn’t done in many parts of the world. The season of the year would have
been remembered and the year of someone’s birth would have been remembered by some
unusual event. In Luke 2 the year Jesus was born was remembered because it was
associated with a census. Caesar Augustus wanted to count every last subject. His
motivation – taxation.
So why do we celebrate Jesus’ birth on December 25th? When Christianity became the
official religion of the Roman Empire there was a popular celebration already taking place at
the same time – Saturnalia. It was a week-long festival in honor of the god of agriculture
and the winter sowing season. During this festival no one worked and homes were
decorated with wreaths and greenery. Christians had no desire to take away peoples’ fun,
so they turned it into a celebration of Jesus’s birth.
And what a great time to celebrate it. Jesus is hope birthed into a world of darkness.
That is why the altar paraments are dark blue – they symbolize the pain and suffering of this
world. Jesus comes into the world to heal it. He experiences it firsthand. He names it for
what it is – sin. It nails him to a cross. It kills him, but God raises him from the dead and
joyfully proclaims suffering and pain will not have the last word. God will and that last word
is joy and love and life.

New Member Sunday – Sunday, December 8
It has been great to see some new faces in the congregation this fall. We hope
you feel welcomed. A New Member Sunday is planned for Sunday, December 8.
New Members will be introduced to the congregation during all worship services.

“Christ In Our Home” daily devotional booklets in large and small print for January, February and March are available. You can pick up a copy in the Narthex.
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Women in Ministry
By Sophie Geister-Jones

A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away, there was an ECLA that didn’t believe that women
could be ordained. They thought that, for some reason, women were inferior to men in their
connection to God and ability to be faith leaders.
Ha. Actually, that was the mindset just half a century ago. This year is the 50th anniversary of
women being ordained in the ELCA. Since that monumental decision in 1969, more than
10,000 women in the USA and Germany have taken their place as an ordained minister within
the Lutheran church. And that’s good. Because allowing women to lead the church is speaking
to a truth that the gospels preach loudly, and one that has been stamped down for centuries by
patriarchy.
It is women, after all, who visit Jesus’ tomb and find him risen. It is women who speak to the
angel and spread the news. It is women who clean his body, and it is women who do not hide
after his crucifixion. Women have a rich tradition of boldly speaking the gospel, so shame on
those who think they don’t have the same capacity to be leaders of the modern church.
When my mom, Pastor Paula, first started preaching, she would get complaints and criticism
as to how she dressed, and how she styled her hair. And she was not the sole victim of these
words. Every ordained woman that I have talked to has so many stories of prejudice and
criticism based solely on her gender, especially those that broke the mold and paved the way
40 or 50 years ago.
J. R. R. Tolkien once said, “in God’s kingdom the presence of the greatest does not depress
the small. Redeemed Man is still man. Story, fantasy, still go on, and should go on. . .The
Christian has still work, with mind as well as body, to suffer, hope and die.”
Just last year, the North Carolina synod posted a video on Youtube called “Seriously? Women
in Ministry” that highlighted statements female pastors have received to this day. Those
statements included, but are not limited to:
Come here pastor, I just need a little kiss for comfort.
I’ve never met a female pastor before, what do I call you? Pastorette?
That outfit looks really nice, we must be paying you too much.
You’re like a little girl, playing pastor up there.
We like you, but you can’t be the senior pastor because you’re a female.
So, I think that, while we should celebrate the 50th
anniversary of ordaining women, we also must
continually ask ourselves how to create a
denomination that lifts up voices. Women are pillars
of strength and faith in the gospels. Mary, Martha,
Simon’s mother-in-law, the Syrophoenician women,
the hemorrhaging woman—despite lacking names,
these are critical characters in Jesus’ journey of
radical acceptance and upheaval of social norms.
Women are important. Women have things to say!
We are all in this together. We are all living our
stories out in the best way we can think. We are not
perfect, but that does not mean we cannot try to
constantly be better. So yes. Congrats on 50 years,
and let’s work together to make the next 50 even
better for everyone.
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Colleen Gregorich
By Diane Matson
High School romances. We hear about couples who’ve met as
students and ultimately marry. It’s not uncommon. What we hear
about less often are stories about two high school TEACHERS who
meet at school and marry.
Here’s their story:
Born the youngest of five to second generation Danish parents
Hans and Mildred Christensen on a dairy farm in Oconto County,
Wisconsin, and after graduating from St. Olaf College in Northfield,
Minnesota in 1966, Colleen Christensen began teaching Home
Economics at Stoughton High School. It was there that she met a
young Chemistry teacher named Ed Gregorich. That was 51 years
ago! Now the parents of three children, all of whom were baptized and confirmed at Christ
Lutheran, they are also grandparents of six, ranging in age from 12-22 year old. Daughter
Sara and her husband Andy live in Evansville, son Tom and his wife Sara are residents of
Waunakee, and daughter Shelly and her husband Mike who give Colleen and Ed license to
travel because they live in Nairobi, Kenya!

After teaching Home Economics and Family Consumer Education for 27 years in Stoughton,
Colleen also spent a brief time as the University Extension Agent in Outagamie and Rock
Counties. In her “spare” time, she also volunteered for many years as a member of the Dane
County League of Women Voters, served on the Pleasant Springs Plan Commission, and she
was a 4-H leader. Christ Lutheran was gifted with Colleen’s organizational skills when she
served as a Sunday School teacher, secretary of the Church Council, and assisted in both the
interior design and planning of the kitchen during construction of the present church building.
Currently, Colleen is a long-standing member of the Elizabeth Circle, makes quilts for
Lutheran World Relief, and works in the church flower beds.
Colleen and Ed have become snow birds after retiring in 2001 and purchasing a winter home
in Naples, Florida, where they now live five months a year. World-wide travels include having
visited Korea, the Philippines, China, New Zealand, and Africa, as well as Denmark and other
European countries. When she’s not on an airplane, Collen enjoys sewing, playing Bridge,
entertaining family and friends, and attending their grandchildren’s events.
When asked to list her favorite things about Christ Lutheran as a 53 year member of this
congregation, Colleen remembers ALL of the caring pastors that have served at Christ
Lutheran, as well as seeing her former students bringing their children here for worship and
Sunday School. She appreciates the friendliness of the congregation and their willingness to
keep this church the welcoming place that it is, just as we appreciate her involvement with the
life of this congregation and the impact that both Collen and Ed have made to the many lives
they’ve influenced in this community and during their time at Stoughton High School.
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By Roger Slack

As we approach the Christmas season and all the gift giving
that goes with this time of year, let us not forget the greatest gift
that God gave us in Jesus. Mercy and Grace were brought to life in
His appearance and through His life and Ministry while here on
earth. Jesus changed the lives of those people and brought about a
change in the Covenant that God had made with His people all
those centuries before through His servant Moses. I enjoy reading
the historical accounts of those days after Moses and Aaron
brought the Israelites out from the 400 years of slavery in Egypt. It
is hard for me to imagine what the mindset of the Israelites was;
how they thought and what their sense of “normal” was now with
this new freedom they had been given. I am sure some were so
tired of always being told what they were supposed to do by the
Egyptians, the thought of freedom meant that they could now be the ones acquiring wealth
and power in the day to day lives of the people. This was definitely a time of change for them,
a clean slate as to the kind of people and nation they would become. Moses wrote Leviticus,
documenting what God told him to tell the people to observe and do. All the laws and
sacrifices listed make it kind of a hard read for me. This time through however, chapter 19 was
like an island where I could get my feet back on the ground. Although verses 19 to 28 leave
me with questions that I don’t know the answers to yet, the beginning and the ending were
very much like Jesus’ version of the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you.” This is what God had wanted for His people all along from the very beginning. It
would be a wonderful feeling to be able to know that whether a person were a neighbor or
stranger, rich or poor; you were looking out for them and they were looking out for you. The
sense of being at peace with those around you and not being threatened and afraid of anyone
you know would be a pretty wonderful life for them and for us as well. That would be a pretty
nice gift to both give and receive this year for Christmas.
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE
Advent Beginnings
Sunday, December 8
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
This event has been popular the last few years, so we are going to do it
again this year. The Youth Ministry Team is hosting an event for the
entire congregation, Sunday, December 8 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
We will make homemade Christmas Cards and Christmas Decorations
as well as frost cookies. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. The menu is Homemade
Mac and Cheese, Lasagna, Garlic Toast, Salad, Cookies and Milk. A free will donation will be taken to help cover expenses.
Check out the crafts! They will be on display in the narthex beginning Sunday,
November 24. These crafts would make great gifts for mom and dad and
grandpa and grandma.

MIDDLE SCHOOL LOCK-IN
Grades 6-8
FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2020
8:00 PM – 7:00 AM COST: $15

If you worked the Lutefisk Dinner, this event is FREE!
Come join the fun! Meet us at church at 8:00 pm. We will play some games here in the gym
and then go down to Viking Lanes for Cosmic Bowling at 9:30 pm. You’ll get to enjoy some
fries and cheese curds while bowling. YUM! After bowling, you’ll come back and be involved in
our 4th annual Nerf War. (Please bring your own Nerf gun if you own one as the church doesn’t
have any. Make sure to put your name/initials on gun and ammo.) A game of Sardines is
ALWAYS fun. Let’s see how long it takes you to be discovered! There will be a little down time
with a couple of movies being played. A heated game of Spoons has been known to happen.
And no, you don’t have to sleep! You’ll eat breakfast around 6:30 am and be out the door by
7:00 am! Who is going to stay up with you? I’m not sure yet, but we will find some college
adults crazy enough to help out. Pastor Paula will be here too.
In order to make sure we have food and a spot reserved for you to bowl, we need you to sign
up NO LATER THAN 12/29! You may bring a friend! Just sign up at the Information Desk.
Bring your permission slip and $15 with you the night of the lock-in.
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE (Continued)
Unique Christmas Gifts

A Canoe Trip to the BWCA
Cost: $300
How about giving your child or parent a trip to the Boundary Waters next summer. We are
looking at the calendar right now, trying to decide on a date. How does July 20 – 26 sound
to you? More information will be out in the January newsletter.

Silent Auction
On Sunday, December 8 check out the Silent Auction items up for bids in the church
sanctuary. There just might be something there for your hard to shop for friend or family
member. The monies raised from this event go towards the Mission Trip this coming
summer to South Carolina.
Wednesday Evening Menus
Supper is served from 5:45 – 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation students and their families, God and Game participants and their
families, Choir members – really anyone – is invited to come and break bread.
A donation of $3.00 is suggested to help cover the cost of food.
December 4
Baked Chicken
Cheesy Potatoes
Baked Potato with toppings
Fresh Vegetables with Ranch Dressing
Biscuit
Apple Crisp with Ice Cream
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice
December 11
Homemade Chicken Spatzle or Chile
Grilled Cheese or Egg Salad Sandwiches
Fruit Salad
Cookies and Ice Cream
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice
December 18
Meatballs and Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Salad
Green Beans
Buns
Christmas Cookies with Ice Cream
Coffee, White or Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice
Page
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Sunday School News
During December the Sunday School is collecting hats, scarves and mittens that will be
given away to START (a local charity that helps families). These hats, mittens and
scarves can be gently used or new. A tree will be placed in the Sunday school hallway
starting December 1st so that anyone can decorate the tree with donated hats, mittens
and scarves. The donated items will be taken to START at the end of December. If you
have some extra scarves, mittens or hats (any size) that are no longer getting used at
home please bring them in to decorate our tree.

The Christmas program called “12 Symbols of Christmas” by Felicia Mollohan is a
story about the true meaning behind many of the items we associate with the
decorating and celebrating the Christmas holidays. The story is set in a home where a
mom and her children are decorating for the holidays. As they add different items to
their home, they discuss the meaning behind each item and how they all lead to
Jesus. Dress Rehearsal will be held on Saturday December 14th from 9:00 –11:00
am. The Christmas program will be held on Sunday December 15th at 10:30. Please
note that there will not be a Family Express Service on Sunday December 15th
because the students will meet at 9:10 to do a final run through of the program before
the final performance at 10:30.

We will be caroling at Skaalen Heights and Nazareth House on December
22nd at 9:00 AM-10:00 AM This is an event co-hosted by Covenant.
There will not be a regular Sunday School class that day. We will need help
from parents to transport students to the locations for caroling and to sing
along with their kids. We will gather back at the church at 10:45 for hot
chocolate and cookies. Please sign-up ahead of time on the Sign-up sheet in
the Sunday school hallway so that we know how many will be going and so
that we can get chaperones. Please sign-up by no later than Sunday
December 15th. All ages welcome!

7th and 8th Grade Sunday School in December
December 1: Decorate the Christmas Tree and help with preparations
for Advent Beginnings. Advent Beginnings is Sunday, December 8
beginning at 10:30 a.m. We are hoping that many of you will volunteer to
help with Advent Beginnings. We need older youth to help the younger
youth with crafts.
December 8: Class with Todd Hipke
December 15: Help in the kitchen and wherever else needed. It’s the day of the Sunday
school Christmas Program.
December 22: Caroling to area senior living facilities from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM with
Cookies and Cocoa to follow.
Christ8
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Sunday, February 10, 2019
The game starts at 2:00 p.m.
UW Women’s Hockey Game
Cost: $10

On Sunday, February 10 Christ Lutheran is going to a UW Women’s Hockey Game. We had a
great time last year, so we are going again. The UW Women’s Hockey Team is amazing and one
of our own members is a member of the team, Maddie Posick. This event is open to anyone who
wants to go. We have 60 tickets, so sign up now. We’ll be taking a bus, leaving at 12:30 p.m.
from the church parking lot. $10 covers the cost of the bus and ticket.
A 12:30 p.m. departure means a quick lunch. How about eating at Culver’s. Once again this year
Culver’s has agreed to give us a percentage of their profits if we get a crowd to fill their
establishment on Sunday, February 10 between the hours of 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Dialogues on Race
Thursday Mornings at 9:00 a.m.
Our Bible Study continues this month on December 5th and 19th.
You can still come and join the discussion. We will not meet on the
12h because that is when we will be going to the Fireside and we will not
meet on the 26th because of the Christmas holiday.
When my daughter worked at Augsburg Fortress a year ago this
summer, Sophie was really excited about this new material. Last year a
group of about 8 to 10 took a look at migrants. The short video and
Learner’s Book gave them up to date information and connected what is happening today to
the Biblical story. This year we will tackle the topic of Race. Each participant will receive a
Race Learner Book. Each topic is packed with well-researched information, but brought to life
with the lived experience and stories of people at the center of the topic. And once again each
session will begin with a video. What will follow each week will be a “dialogue.” None of us
are experts but we can share with one another our own experience and reaction to the
material presented.

Please Note that Rebecca’s Rebels and Men’s Night Out will not be meeting in
December. These will resume in January.
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Some of our Youngest
members that were
honored on Sunday
October 13th, Shown Front
Row: Lila Yellow Bird,
Dayna Ross, Back Row:
Maddie Schulz. Soren
Vienneau and Siri
Vienneau.
Not Pictured: Emma
Ballweg, Elsa Jones,
Ella Knoploh, Helena
Kohlhoff, Casey Milbauer,
and Nathan Moll.

Senior Happenings
Senior Outing
Fireside Theater
Thursday, December 12
No Further Reservations will be taken at this time.
We will meet at the church at 10:00 A.M.
If you have signed up please write the check out to Christ Lutheran and
in the memo line write what it is for and turn it in to the office.
Cost: $70

Senior Luncheon
Wednesday, December 18
11:30 a.m.
Program: Stoughton’s Madrigal Singers
This has become somewhat of a tradition at Christ Lutheran and a great
one at that. On Wednesday, December 18 the Stoughton High School
Madrigal’s will be here to perform following lunch. They will come
dressed in their middle age costumes and perform Christmas music from
then and now acapella. Their voices are absolutely beautiful.
Cost: $10.00
Menu
Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Green Beans, Squash, Lefse,
Swedish Rye Bread, Rommegot and Almond Cake with Raspberries and
Whipped Cream, Coffee and Milk
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Milestone Ministries: 1st
Graders and their families
made their Advent Logs on
Sunday November 24th.

Carter and his dad Brian Swain.

Lauren Koch

Addie and her mom
Renee Addison.

Audrey Schmidt and her mom Brooke.

Morgan and her parents
Jay and Maureen Smith.

Getting Ready for Lutefisk

Twenty people rolled about 4,050 meatballs on November 16th as part of getting everything ready for the Lutefisk dinner on the December 7th.
Christ Lutheran Church
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Cookies have been baking
in church all month to
prepare for the WWAM
bake sale and Lutefisk
Dinner.
Top: Carolyn Hanson
and Nancy Holzhuter.
Bottom: Nora Knoploh
and Emma Ballweg.

The Lefse makers started October 1st. Each week Brenda Sherry and Myron Sime came in on Monday to
prepare the dough. The rest of the crew comes in on Tuesday to roll and make the Lefse.

Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More……
The 30th annual Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More will take place on December 7th from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. The bake sale will include bars, cookies, cakes, pies, candy, jams, Lefse and
much more. We’ll also have the third edition of the Christ Lutheran Church Cookbook. A raffle
is part of the bake sale, raffle items include an American Girl Doll, a 50” Smart TV and a Green
Bay Packer Basket with 2 tickets for December 15 against the Bears! Raffle tickets are
$1.00 each or six for $5.00. Drawing will be at 6 p.m. on December 1st. You do not need to be
present to win.
Women With A Mission was formed in 1989 this is also when our bake sales began. Over the
past 29 years we have raise over $90,000. With this money we have purchased or contributed
money towards many unbudgeted needs that arise within Christ Lutheran Church. We are so
blessed to have our church and community support our efforts each year.
Here is how you can continue to help us. We ask and rely on the congregation to contribute
the bake sale items mentioned above. Our committee will be at church on Friday, December 6,
from Noon to 6 p.m. to set up for the sale, and for you to drop off any contributions. We will
plate and price anything you bring unless you have plated your own contribution. So please
mark your calendar and consider baking for us or coming to the sale. Don’t miss our ticket
sales for our raffle items in the Narthex, between services.
Thank you,
Mary Onsager, Chairperson
Women With A Mission
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Tentative VIP Kids Schedule for December: Practice 12/11 and 12/18 and
Performance 12/22 at 9:10 AM Family Express service
Tentative First Class Ringers For November: Practice 12/4 and 12/11 and
Performance 12./15 at 8:00 AM service.

The CLC Musical is Back!
We will be performing the Musical: It’s Cool in the Furnace
by Buryl Red and Grace Hawthorne.
This Musical tells the timeless story of Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. It also includes parts for a chorus. Please keep an eye
out for information for auditions and for the start of practices. The plan is to have
parts cast so that we can begin practices sometime in January. Audition
Information will be posted in the Sunday school hallway.

Poinsettia Order Form
If you would like to donate a poinsettia plant this Christmas season,
they are available for $15.00 each. Make checks payable to Christ
Lutheran Church and return to the church office by December 15.

Given by: ___________________________________________________________________
In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________
or In Honor of: _______________________________________________________________
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Elizabeth Circle
News

Now Introducing:
Daba Ndour
by Sarah Weaver

That’s right folks, I have a new Senegalese name, given to me by my host
family: Daba Ndour.
Let’s talk about my orientation in Dakar.
There’s so much to share from my time in Dakar, Senegal; from crazy car rides in the rain, to
learning a new language, to sharing meals with my cohorts and our Senegalese friends. When
we first arrived in Dakar, we were greeted by our country coordinator, Pastor Kristin Engstrom,
and her colleague, Yacinthe. We drove into the city (which by the way driving in Senegal is
VERY different then in America, I’ll just leave it at that!) and found our way to the guest house
in the SLDS (Services Luthériens pour le Développement au Sénégal) building. Almost every
day of the week, we would go to the Baobab Center to take language classes. I am the only
one learning Serer, because the language spoken depends on the region of Senegal you are
in. In Fatick, most people speak Serer and French, so I’ve been polishing my French as well!
We also went to the Museum of Black Civilizations, the only one of its kind in the world. Living
in America, we get a very one-sided view of African history, so it was very enlightening to see
history from this perspective. We spent other days learning to do laundry the Senegalese way
(hand washing), preparing for our site placements, attending a camp for the youth of the
Lutheran Church of Senegal, visiting a mosque, and learning about other aspects of the
culture. The mosque visit was very special as we got to witness first-hand the relationships that
Senegalese people pride themselves on. In Senegal, people take into account humanity and
relationship before anything else. If you are Christian but then decide to convert to Islam, you
will continue to be loved and supported by friends and family because you are doing what
makes you happy. This kind of open, interfaith relationship is something a lot of people can
learn from! One of my favorite things we did during orientation was designing our own
Senegalese clothing! We went to the largest fabric market in Senegal and each picked out two
different fabrics that we liked. There were probably thousands of different fabrics and patterns,
so it was difficult to decide! I chose a fabric called bazin (the dress I’m wearing in the picture)
and another one of wax fabric. Then, we were visited by Pastor Kristin’s tailor, Sellé, and we
got to design our dresses and boubous (traditional clothing for the men). I’m excited to go to
explore the market here in Fatick and find some more fabric!
If you would like to read more about Daba Ndour’s time in Senegal or about what the other members or the mission trip are up to
you can check out the YAGM blog in the following location:
http://yagmsenegal.wixsite.com/blog

Daba Ndour and her cohorts dressed in the traditional
Sengalese clothing that they got to design.
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Funeral October 30th Anita Lebakken

Funeral November 18 Howard David Nelson

Endowment Foundation
In Memory of:
Anita Lebakken
Anita Lebakken

From:
Norval and Barbara Morgan
Elizabeth Circle
Memorials

In Memory of:
David Shanklin
Robert Tholo
Anita Lebakken
Robert Tholo
Anita Lebakken
Anita Lebakken
Anita Lebakken
Anita Lebakken
Leonard W. “Bill” Faust

November 10 - Isabelle Faith Raday,
daughter of Matthew and Briana Raday.
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From:
Cindy Shanklin & Family
Dwight & Debra Pautz
Mark & Vicki Ballweg
Friends
Dan & Diane Matson
Roger & Judie Nitzsche
Mark & Karen Benson
Carolyn Slaney
Richard & Susan Severn

Altar Flower Chart for 2020 – Available dates: January 5, 12,
19, 26; February 2, 9, 23; March 1, 29; April 5, 19, 26; May 3,
10, 24, 31; June 7, 14, 21; July 5, 19, 26; August 9, 16, 23, 30;
September 6; October 4, 11; November 8, 15, 22, 29;
December 13, 20 and 27.
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