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“ So  we  a re  
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C hr i st …”  -  

 

2  Co r int h i ans  5 :20  

 
Sunday Worship 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Family Express Worship 
9:10-9:40 a.m. 

with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador 

 
Stewardship 2020 

 
United in Christ: EVERYTHING IS GRACE! 

“Now God has us where God wants us, with all the time in this world and 
the next to shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus.”          

Ephesians 2:8 
 

We had a great four weeks of stewardship this year.  On September 29 
people walked through the doors of the church to discover a Ministry Fair 
going on.  Many of our committees and organizations had set up tables 
complete with pictures of the ministry in which they have participated in 
the last year.  The second week we celebrated our ten oldest members 
and discovered that many of them are still very much involved in the life of 
the congregation.  The third week we lifted up some of our youngest     
members, who didn’t wait till they were all grown up to get involved.  They 
have been singing, “Everybody’s got something to offer, young and old the 
prince and the pauper, everybody’s got something to offer in the name of 
the Lord” for years already in Family Express and are living the words of 
the song.  On October 20th the Property, Youth, Education, Lay Ministry 
and Stewardship committees hosted the Fall Festival.  We had polka     
music at the 8:00 a.m. worship service and following Family Express 
pumpkin painting and cookie frosting, s’more’s roasting out on the patio 
and a hay bale maze and a hayride in the backyard.  At 10:15 a.m. a     
turkey dinner with all the fixin’s was served.  The event was well attended 
and we hope everyone had a good time.   
 
Stewardship wants to let you know where we stand as far as pledges.  71 
operational pledges have come back to date with $135,862.  32 pledges 
have come in for the mortgage amounting to $15,152.  In the coming 
weeks a second letter will be sent out to those who have yet to pledge.  
Last’s year’s stewardship program ended with 127 pledge cards handed 
in, add unto that our automatic gifts and we saw a 18.5 percent growth in 
giving to operational for total of $264,824.  Forty-three pledge cards were 
returned for the mortgage with $22,924 counting automatic gifts.  We hope 
the growth will continue.  You financial support and willingness to give of 
your time makes it possible for Christ Lutheran to continue and expand its            
ministries.            

November 2019 
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service to be held at United Methodist 
Wednesday, November 27 

7:00 p.m. 
Each year the community holds an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service.  This year Methodist 
Church is hosting.  I encourage you to attend.  It is a beautiful service with members from many 
of the congregations participating in the Ecumenical Choir and Bell Choir.  The preacher this 
year is Pastor Paula. The service begins at 7:00 p.m.  The offering goes this year to the Free 
Health Clinic in town.  Everyone is also encouraged to bring an item for the Stoughton Food 
Pantry. 

 
New Member Sunday – Sunday, December 8 

 
It has been great to see some new faces in the congregation this 
fall.  We hope you feel welcomed.  A New Member Sunday is 
planned for Sunday, December 8 with New Member Orientation on 
Sunday, November 24 immediately following Family Express in 
the Conference Room.  If you know of anyone or if you are     
interested please contact the church office at 873-9353 or contact 
Pastor Paula or Jen Hoffman at pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org or                                       
JennyH@clcstoughton.org   

All Saints 
Sunday, November 3, 2019 

At all services on Sunday, November 3 we will celebrate the lives of those 
who have passed from this life to the next in the past year.  Those saints are:          
Lawrence (Larry) Ganshert, Richard (Joseph) Obrecht, Loraine Johnson,          
Michael (Max) Kapfer, Florence Olson, Joann Zelm, Lorraine Dyreson,            
Dave Shanklin, Craig Fuller, Judith Bjugstad and Claire (Kelly) Wright.  To 
help us  celebrate the Brass Knuckles Quintet with T.J. James, Matt Sundell, 
Craig Mason, Alex  Bauer and Karl Zelle will join us and play some All Saints 
music that celebrates the promise that is ours in Christ Jesus, that death is 
not the end of life, but just the beginning of life everlasting.  Those songs    

Include “Oh When the Saints Go Marching In,” “In the Sweet By and By,” and “When the Roll 
is Called up Yonder.” 

mailto:pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org
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Reconciling in Christ 
By Sophie Geister-Jones 
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     Last February, the United Methodist Church, one of the largest mainstream 
protestant churches in the United States and the world, voted against any          
Inclusion of LGBTQ+ clergy. Not only did this alienate many people seeking a life 

in UMC ministry, but it also made a harsh statement to many LGBTQ+ members about what 
doctrine the UMC will follow. 
     In 2009, the ELCA voted the opposite way of the UMC. In that process, they lost a third of 
ELCA affiliated churches, and in the remaining congregations, a third of all parishioners 
left.Inclusion of LGBTQ+ individuals is something that has been highly devisive in religious 
communities for a long time. However, it is also no secret that church attendance is falling.    
According to some Pew Research surveys, only 11 percent of younger millennials go to church 
(or other religious meetings) on a regular basis, and the same is said for elder millennials. And 
at best, only a third of regular church goers are parents with children. This means that fewer 
and fewer children are raised in the church, and, once kids are on their own, fewer are        
maintaining a relationship with their religious community. The cliché that kids are the future is 
true, and it looks, at least based on the statistics, that the church doesn’t have much of a future. 
Which stinks, because Pew Research has also shown that the majority of people who do not 
attend religious ceremonies such as church don’t avoid them for lack of faith.  
     This makes me ask: is there a church of tomorrow if churches of today continue with the         
theology of yesterday? 
     Erin Nuetzman, a 23 year-old from Iowa, remembers that her family left their first church 
when it split from the ELCA. They eventually found a different church, and her mother became 
an ordained pastor, but finding a home church as an adult is not something Nuetzman takes 
lightly—she wants one that is inclusive, diverse, and service-oriented.  
     “I would rather not be a part of something viewed as oppressive,” Nuetzman said. “More of-
ten than not, people today are using the Church to tear people down, when its original intent 
was to bring people together to raise them up in the love of Christ.” 
     One way a church can raise people up in the love of Christ is by radically loving everyone 
and welcoming all people. And while I believe our church already does do that, a public open 
way that one can do it is by becoming a Reconciling in Christ church. 
     Reconciling in Christ is a Lutheran organization based in Saint Paul, Minnesota; however, 
RIC churches can be found all over the country. RIC work to recognize the racism, sexism,         
homophobia, and other -isms that are used to give some people privilege while marginalizing 
others, and actively fight those distinctions in a church community.  
     Becoming an RIC congregation is a public announcement to people who have been             
marginalized that we are a welcoming, loving community. It shows that we work hard to       
practice Jesus’ expansive view of the kingdom of heaven. It is a tangible sign for LGBTQ+ 
Christians who are looking for a church that we are one that will not use the twisted, hateful   
theology of yesterday (and, unfortunately, of many churches today) to make them feel less    
human.  
     In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors.” 
     We are Christ’s ambassadors. We are in charge of forming the inclusive Christ-centered      
community that Jesus demonstrated. And one way we can do that—one very simple way—is 
by working to become a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
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By Diane Matson 

Mary Sime 
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Consistency. It means always being able to predict the same outcome. 
For instance, Mary Sime consistently arrives at church as the acolytes 
are walking down the aisle as the 8:00 Sunday service begins, and    
generally never a moment before… but there is a reason for that. As a 

child, Mary remembers that her parents “had” to be in their church pew one half hour    
before the service began, and Mary is simply making up for lost time! 
 
A long-standing member of Christ Lutheran, Mary was baptized in this congregation, and 
other than living in Marshall for six years, she has been a life-long Stoughton resident. 
Married for 53 years to Myron, whom she met in McFarland while dancing at the Park 
Ponderosa, Myron and Mary are the proud parents of Jason and Jared, her              
daughter-in-law Christa, and grandparents to Katie and Kaleb, both of whom are           
12 years old, and involved in sports and dance.  
 
Before “retirement”, Mary worked for the State of Wisconsin in the Vocational and     
Technical Education Department, and she was a fixture at Stoughton Hospital for 37 
years, and now volunteers with the monthly blood drives. Somewhere in between, she 
also worked for three assemblymen. 
 
Mary really should have a designated parking space at the church, because in addition 
to belonging to the quilting group, she volunteers for the Lutefisk dinner, the alter guild, 
and was instrumental in gathering and archiving the confirmation pictures from years 
past, an activity that she lists as one of her favorites.  
 
When there is time for vacation, some of Mary and Myron’s favorite vacation spots      
include New York City, Mackinac Island, and Nashville. Hobbies fill Mary’s days with 
sewing, ceramics, genealogy (she’s done six family trees), reading, walking, estate 
sales, stopping at Fosdal’s for a donut, and day trips with friends. On a shopping trip to 
Nekossa, Minnesota, she had a chance encounter with former CLC Pastor Alley and his 
wife Joan which was totally unexpected and completely enjoyable. 
 
When asked to list her CLC favorites, Mary is quick to mention just being in God’s house 
(even if she is running late!), seeing her many CLC relatives, her favorite being cousin 
Nancy Holzhuter whose parents were Mary’s godparents, the awe-inspiring stained 
glass windows, the beautiful flower gardens, fellowship time, the music, and the 
“wonderful pastors”. 
 
Thank you Mary for all that you bring to Christ Lutheran and for being the reliable, 
“consistent” component on which we can all rely! 

Page 4                                                                                                                  Christ Lutheran Church 
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STEWARDSHIP 
United in Christ: EVERYTHING IS GRACE! 

 
“Now God has us Where God wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to shower grace and 
kindness upon us in Christ Jesus.”    Ephesians 2:8 
 
     By now hopefully all have returned their Pledge Cards and Time & Talent Sheets. Thanks to all who have       
returned theirs already. If you have not yet done so, please return them as soon as possible. Pledge cards can be 
placed in the chest on the Information Desk. If you need a Pledge Card or Time & Talent sheet, there are copies on 
the Information Desk in the Narthex. If you have not received a pledge packet, there are additional packets in the 
narthex on the counter. 
     We have several things we hope to accomplish in the upcoming year. In addition to what you have seen at the 
ministry fair at the Stewardship kick-off, we have an expanded church staff now with the addition of a Lay Minister 
which has worked out tremendously and has been a great help to Pastor Paula. And even though our church is    
only 12 years old and still feels new, we are experiencing typical repair and replace issues that are starting to come 
up. We are still hopeful we can accomplish the sanctuary lighting change-over to LED. We had hoped to do this in 
2019 but had to divert money to a crucial roof repair this past summer. We need to have our fire sprinkler system 
inspected and are looking into what those costs will be. We will need to review the bird issue we experienced      
outside our entrance and see what it will take to alleviate this problem next year. And as you have probably noticed, 
our parking lot has numerous areas that are either cracked or crumbling and will be a big undertaking when the 
time comes to replace this. There are other items being looked at by the Property Board which will all need to be 
addressed in time. 
     The Pledge Cards are a vital part of the budget building process. The numbers obtained from the returned 
pledge cards are used to establish the total amounts of giving we can expect to receive. I have heard comments 
from people who say, “I always give, I don’t need to turn in a pledge card”. The Church is truly thankful for all gifts it 
receives but the numbers we obtain from the pledges are crucial to what we can plan for and are paramount in    
establishing the budget for the upcoming year. We ask that you please fill out and return your Pledge Card as well 
as the Time and Talent sheet. 

 
                                                           Thank you for all you give and God’s blessings, 

     Eric Smedal  
               Stewardship Chair 

by Cindy Lehr 

 

This month’s article continues on the Stewardship Campaign with all of us being 
asked to turn in our pledge cards.  Well, have you turned your pledge card in?  Are 
you having trouble even finding the Stewardship information that was sent to your 

house in that stack of papers on your desk?  Did you know that you can submit your pledge 
online on the church’s website?  When you submit your pledge online it will be sent to the 
church office where it will be entered into the system, just like if you turned in a paper pledge 
card!  Once on the church’s website, click on 2020 pledge card.  Then scroll down to the    
bottom of the page and click on “Submit 2020 Pledge Card Online.”  Once there, fill in the 
information and click “Submit.”  It’s that easy!  You can also print out the pledge card on this 
page too if you would prefer to submit a paper pledge.  We have no excuses; it’s time to    
submit our pledge cards! 
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 By Roger Slack 
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     Have you ever been in a situation where you just don’t know what to do? Maybe you have 
had a string of events happen that have left you way short on money to cover your monthly 
bills. That can be extremely stressful and heart wrenching. That happens more often than we 
like to think in this day and age.  Unfortunately, it can happen to all ages of families and      
individuals alike, through no fault of their own in many cases. I know of people that have 
been laid off or lost their job because the company had a downturn and the timing couldn’t 
have been worse as we went into the winter months.  
 
     Every time I read James’ letter in the New Testament, I am impressed with how down to 
earth he is. He says, in essence, that our faith, if it doesn’t move us to action, what good is it 
and he is right. We are saved by our faith in Jesus, but He has called us to continue the work 
that He started while here on earth. “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” James writes in chapter 2:15-16, “If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled’, and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use 
is that?” Pretty down to earth and real, isn’t it? Our church is involved with trying to help meet 
some of these needs of people in our community through monetary gifts to the Stoughton 
Food Pantry and START (Stoughton Area Resource Team). Jeff Zarth is a member of our 
church, but also an original Board Director of the START team. As a result of this                
involvement, he began a business, “FolksWagon”, that takes cars needing some work and 
turns them into roadworthy vehicles fit for people in need of a car, and to be able to afford to 
buy for a low cost and reliably get on with their lives. That is a wonderful gift and service to 
them. START also helps with housing payment assistance, utilities assistance, transportation 
assistance and Health care assistance. Gifts to the church can be specified for START, if 
you wish, and that gift will be forwarded directly to them. Stoughton Utilities and Alliant       
Energy, also both have programs that allow you to contribute directly to aid people in need 
during the upcoming winter months. Hopefully you will consider even a small gift to help 
someone needing a hand and lift to their spirit.  

The Yahara Strummers will help get us all in the holiday spirit by playing their 
Ukulele’s at 1:00 p.m. Saturday December 7th during the Lutefisk Dinner.   
 
Many Christmas songs will be played along with some country and rock music 
songs.  Ann Sawyer started the group about two years ago.  Most of it’s     
members started with little or no musical knowledge. It’s just a group that 
wants to have a good time together and want to share their music with other 
people.  

MUSIC AT THE LUTEFISK DINNER 

 

Poinsettias for the Church: 

If you would like to donate a poinsettia plant this Christmas season, 
they are available for $15.00 each.  Make checks payable to Christ     
Lutheran Church and return to the church office by December 15.      
Sign-up forms will be in the Narthex. 
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The Youth are selling frozen pies again… so order your pie today!!! 
They are so convenient and delicious.  When you need one, just take it out of your freezer 

and bake it up.  
Apple, Cherry, Pumpkin and Peach - $10 

Three Berry - $12    Pecan - $14 
We will have pies in time for Thanksgiving, Wednesday, November 27.  Pies may be picked 

up that day if not before.  Profits go towards the Youth Mission Trip to South Carolina.   
The sign-up sheet is in the narthex on the Information Desk. 

Wednesday Evening Menus 
Supper is served from 5:45 – 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation students and their families, God and Game participants and their        
families, our single members, our widowed member, really anyone – is invited to    
come and break bread. 
A donation of $3.00 is suggested to help cover the cost of food. 
 
November 6 
Spaghetti and Sauce/ with or without meat 
Lasagna/ with or without meat 
Lettuce Salad 
Garlic Bread 
Ice Cream Sundaes  
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
November 13 
Tacos and Fixin’s 
Cheese Quesadillas 
Spanish Rice 
Fruit Salad  
Homemade Cookies 
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
November 20 
Turkey, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
Dressing 
Green Beans 
Red Jell-O with Raspberries 
Homemade Bread 
Apple Crisp with Ice Cream and Pumpkin Pie with Whipped Cream  
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice 
 
November 27 – NO CLASS OR GOD AND GAMES – THANKSGIVING VACATION 
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Fall is in the air and that always reminds me that the winter is not far behind.  
In the spirit of the upcoming holidays I  have been thinking about how it is 
much more rewarding to give to others than it is to receive.  Based on our   
students last year requesting ways to be of service to others I was trying to 
find something that we could collect that would not be a large expense.  This 
year I thought it might be fun to collect hats, scarves and mittens that can be 
given away to START (a local charity that helps families).  These hats, mittens 
and scarves can be gently used or new.  I am also planning to have some of 
the students make some scarves as part of their weekly crafts/activities.  I will 
be placing a tree up in the Sunday school hallway starting on December 1st 
so that the kids can place any donated hats, mittens and scarves onto the 
tree.  The donated items will be taken to an area charity on December 31st.  If 
you have some extra scarves, mittens or hats (any size) that are no longer 
getting used at home please bring them in to decorate our tree.  You can bring 
in your hats, mittens and scarves anytime between now and December 31st. 

 
 On another note we began practicing for the Christmas Program on October 27th.  
The program called “12 Symbols of Christmas” by Felicia Mollohan is a story about 
the true meaning behind many of  the items we associate with the decorating and    
celebrating the Christmas holidays. The story is set in a home where a mom and 
her children are decorating for the holidays.  As they add different items to their 
home, they discuss the meaning behind each item and how they all lead to Jesus. 
Each Sunday School class will participate by singing a song related to the story,  I 
have emailed out a copy of the script to everyone and we will be selecting students 
to play the different parts on Sunday November 10th.  The Christmas Program 
Dress Rehearsal will be held on Saturday December 14th from 9:00 –11:00 am. 
The Christmas program will be held on Sunday December 15th at 10:30.  
 

We will be caroling at local Assisted Living Places in town on December 22nd at 9:45 following 
the  Family Express Service.  There will not be a regular Sunday School class that day.  We 
will need help from parents to transport students to the locations for caroling and to sing along 
with their kids.  We will gather back at the church at 10:45 for hot chocolate and cookies.   

Advent Beginnings 
Sunday, December 8 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
This event has been popular the last few years, so we are going to do it again this year.  
The Youth Ministry Team is hosting an event for the entire congregation, Sunday,       
December 8 from 10:30 a.m. (immediately following Sunday School) – 12:30 p.m.   
 
We will make homemade Christmas Cards and Christmas Decorations as well as frost 
cookies.  Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m.  The menu is Homemade Mac and Cheese, 
Lasagna, Garlic Toast, Salad, Cookies and Milk.  A free will donation will be taken to help 
cover expenses. 
 
Check out the crafts!  They will be on display in the narthex beginning Sunday,   
November 24.   These crafts would make great gifts for mom and dad and grandpa 
and grandma. 

7th and 8th Grade Sunday School in November 
November 3: Class with Todd 
November 10: Class with Todd Hipke 
November 18: Cookie Baking for Lutefisk Dinner and Ole and Lena Bake Sale 
                         Report to the kitchen at 9:10 a.m. 
November 26: Cookie Baking for Lutefisk Dinner and Ole and Lena Bake Sale   
                         Report to the kitchen at 9:10 a.m. 

Sunday School News 
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November 18:  Zipporah 
     She was the wife of Moses and daughter of Jethro. There is 
some confusing information about her in the Bible.  It’s not always 
easy to be married to a man who is called to lead God’s people to 
freedom. 
 
     We will take a break in December. December can get busy with 
Christmas on the 25th. 

Rebecca’s Rebels 
Third Monday of the Month 

Viking Brew Pub 
6:30 p.m. 

Women of the Bible 

Men’s Night Out  
Fourth Monday of the Month  

At Viking Brew Pub 
6:00 p.m. for pints, 6:30 p.m. for supper 

Program: Joe Weum 
     We have yet to decide what Joe will speak on.  The 
man is well informed on so many subjects.  Perhaps he 
will talk about the months stationed at the Lighthouse 
on Sand Island in the Apostle Islands or what this 
country looked like before Columbus in 1471.         
Whatever it is, I guarantee it will be interesting…...   

Adult Bible Study 
Dialogues on Race 

Thursday Mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
Our Bible Study continues this month on November 7th and 21st. 

   You can still come and join the discussion.  We will not meet on the 
14th because that is when Pastors in the conference gather to share 

fellowship and conversation.  In November Christ Lutheran is hosting. We will not meet on the 
28th because of Thanksgiving. 
  When my daughter worked at Augsburg Fortress a year ago this summer, Sophie was really 
excited about this new material.  Last year a group of about 8 to 10 took a look at migrants.  
The short video and Learner’s Book gave them up to date information and connected what is 
happening today to the Biblical story.  This year we will tackle the topic of Race.  Each          
participant will receive a Race Learner Book.  Each topic is packed with well-researched       
information, but brought to life with the lived experience and stories of people at the center of 
the topic.       And once again each session will begin with a video.  What will follow each week 
will be a “dialogue.”  None of us are experts but we can share with one another our own        
experience and reaction to the material presented.   
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Senior Outings 

November Senior Outing Thursday November 14th.  
Cost: $15 for the ticket plus the cost of your Dinner 
Please sign up by no later than November 10th.   
 
We will Meet for Dinner at Viking Brew Pub at 5:30 p.m. then attend the Stoughton      
Village Players Performance of “Peter and the Star Catcher” This is a highly theatrical    
re-imagining of the origin story of Peter Pan, an adaptation of Dave Barry and Ridley 
Pearson’s best-selling novels.  All actors play multiple roles in this story-theatre style tale 
of an orphan and his friend, a fabled “Starcatcher” as they battle pirates, mermaids and       
unscrupulous seafarers and bureaucrats. From marauding pirates and jungle tyrants to    

unwilling comrades and unlikely heroes, Peter and the Starcatcher playfully explores the 
depths of greed and despair… and the bonds of friendship, duty and love.  If you have 
signed up please write the check out to Christ Lutheran and in the memo line write what it is 
for and turn it in to the office. 
    
All ages are welcome to join us for this night of Fun! 

Senior Outing 
Fireside Theater 
Thursday, December 12  
All people interested in attending must sign up by no later than November 12th!  
If you have signed up please write the check out to Christ Lutheran and in the memo line 
write what it is for and turn it in to the office. 
Cost:  $70 
 “A Christmas Story The Musical” is the hilarious account of Raphie’s desperate quest to 
ensure that his most perfect of gifts  (an Official Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200 – shot 
Range Model Air rifle) ends up under his tree this Christmas.  It is based on the classic 
1983 movie that has become a holiday tradition that millions wait for every year. Featured 
is a funny and heartfelt score by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul who wrote music for the hit 
movie “La La Land”.  A Christmas Story The Musical” captures holiday wonder with such 

deliciously wicked wit that it is sure to delight children and  grown-ups alike!  
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Senior Luncheon 
Monday, November 25th at 11:30 a.m. 
Cost:  $10.00 
Program:  Senior Scams with Officer Alan Adams 
One day a few weeks ago Christ Lutheran was the target of two scams, one came 
in our e-mails and another on the phone.  Gladys Thompson was the target of the 
one where the person on the other ends tells you your grandson is in jail and need 
bail money.  Gladys didn’t buy it.  She is 91 years old, never had children and     
didn’t have a grandson.  She said, “Oh, really!  Can I talk to him?”  We have all 
been targets and will be in the future.  Alan will give us some pointers on what to 
look for and how to protect ourselves. 
Menu… 
Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Dressing and Gravy, Squash, Swedish Rye Bread 
Raspberries and Jell-O and a Variety of Pies with Ice Cream 
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Lutefisk/Meatball Opportunities to Serve… 

It truly does take a village to put this event on.  Over 200 volunteers share their time 
with the congregation each year.  We are hoping that this year you will be one of 
them because we really do need each one of you.  The saying is true, “Many hands 
make for little work” or maybe just less work.  Sign-up sheets are on the Information 
Desk.  
 

 Many of you may not know where the profits from the Lutefisk/Meatball Dinner go.  In the past 
few years they have helped the congregation support our youth on their mission trips, scholar-
ships for our graduating seniors and other young people in college and other post-secondary 
educational programs and building projects. 

 
 
Rutabaga Peeling, Chopping, Boiling, Seasoning, Mashing and Freezing 
Saturday, November 9 
Beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
If you can’t make it from 8 a.m. to Noon, come for an hour or two.  Of course there will 
be a break with coffee and donuts midway through. 
 

 
Cookie Bake-Off 
Sunday, November 10 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
2800 cookies are needed for this event.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the  
Information Desk for those who prefer to do their baking at home, but if you 
want to be part of the crew who for the past few years has baked 1400 cookies, 
join us Sunday afternoon.  7th and 8th Graders will be baking cookies as well on   
Sunday, November 17 and 24 during the Sunday School hour. 

 
Meatballs 
Saturday, November 16 
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
It’s amazing how fast we can get 350 pounds of meatballs rolled, cooked and    
packaged in boxes and in the freezers in that short of time.  Come and see for    
yourselves!  We need about 20 volunteers to make it happen!  Of course midway 
through there will be a coffee break with donuts. 

 
 

 
Potato Peeling 
Friday, December 6 
Beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
This crew usually sits in the gym around a tarp and peels 350 pounds of potatoes.  
While the majority of volunteers peels, others are whisking the peeled potatoes away 
to be washed and put in pots covered with water and moved out to the garage where 
they will be boiled for the dinner the next day.  Once again, the more people who help 
the less time it takes.  Of course there will be a coffee break with donuts. 

 
 

Clean Up Crew 
Saturday, December 7 
6:00 to around 7:30 p.m. 
This one was missed on the big sign-up sheet for the Lutefisk/Meatball Dinner in the     
narthex.  While the last group to sign up for the dinner stays until the everything is 
cleaned up, this crew comes in and gives us some extra energy and help to make sure 
everything is cleaned up and put back in its proper place at the end of the day. 
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     By the end of Saturday the turkey was cooked and picked off the bones, 75 pounds of potatoes 
were peeled, 26 boxes of dressing was in the refrigerator and ready to warmed up, the squash was 
cooked, seasoned and in the refrigerator ready to be warmed up, 4 dozen cookies were baked and 
frosted, 2 apple crisps had been baked, gravy was made and in the refrigerator, the tables were set 
– basically everything was ready to go for the morning.  All that needed to be done was to warm up 
the food and cut and plate the bread and desserts and then with the help of lots of volunteers the 
Harvest Fest was in full swing. 

Aaron Knoploh driving his tractor and giving families hay 
rides at the Harvest Fest. 

Remy and Keesa Skaar with David Schulz getting ready to 
make some S’more’s. 

Henry and Theodore “Teddy” enjoying the pumpkin cookies 
that they decorated shown with their Father Matt Raday. 

A group of our Youth volunteers getting ready to serve during 
the Harvest Fest. Pictured: Gracie, Ella, Elsa,  Kaeson, Teddy, 
Braden and Nelson. 
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Tentative VIP Kids Schedule for November: Practice 11/06 and 11/13 and                    
Performance 11/17 at 8:00 AM service 
 
Tentative First Class Ringers For November: Practice 10/30 and 11/06 and                  
Performance 11/10 at Family Express 

Our Ten Oldest Members were honored on October 6th. Front Row: Marilyn Vandrell,       
Evelyn Kahl, Elizabeth Arneson, Gladys Thompson, Don “Bud” Halverson, and   
Margaret Arneson. The Back Row: Gert Christenson and Louie Halverson.                   
Not shown: William “Bud  Halverson and Claire “Kelly” Wright. 

Stoughton Chamber Singers with Conductor John Beutel Present “How Can I Keep 
From Singing?” on November 17th at 2:00 p.m. here at Christ Lutheran Church.   
 
Tickets are $5.00 and are available to purchase from McGlynn Pharmacy, Choir Members or 
at the Door.  
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Meet the 2019-2020 
Senegal YAGM  
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On August 23rd, the fourth group of    
Senegal YAGM arrive! After three weeks 
of orientation in Dakar, they travelled to 
their host communities, where they have 
been finding their way through new work 
responsibilities, constant language       
blunders, and becoming part of their host   
families.  
The YAGM in Yeumbeul and Linguère 
serve with Senegalese Lutheran              
Development Services (SLDS). The 
YAGM in Fatick and Foundgioune serve        

with the Lutheran Church of Senegal (ELS).  
 

 
A visit to the Omarienne Mosque of Dakar.  
Fom left: Mbacke, Pastor Diouf, Collins, Imam Tall, 

Pastor Kristin, Connor, Sarah, Kaitlyn, and Charlie.  

 
Please keep the YAGM, their supervisors, their host families, their communities, and myself 
in your prayers as they adjust to life in Senegal.   
Kaitlyn, from Florida, is serving in Yeumbeul with the SLDS Preschool & Elementary 
School, the Education & Library Program, and the Sports & Leisure Program.  
Connor, from Colorado, is serving in Yeumbeul with the SLDS Credit Union & Micro-
finance Program and with the SLDS Finance Office.  
Sarah, from Texas, is serving in Fatick with the ELS Christian Resources (worship & 
music) Office and the ELS Finance & Accounting Department.  
Charlie, from California, is serving in Foundiougne with the ELS Department of Com-
munity Development.  
Collins, from North Carolina, is serving in Linguere with the SLDS Dairy Farm & 
Creamery and teaching English at the Linguere Roman Catholic Elementary School. 

  Stoughton Hospital’s Love Light Program  
 

     Stoughton Hospital is inviting the community of Stoughton and the           
surrounding area to join them for their Love Light Program on Thursday 
December 5. beginning at 4:30 p.m. in the Bryant Center of Stoughton 
Hospital. The Program includes music, light refreshments and a keynote 
address by retired Pastor Jack Finney.   
 
     The Love Light Program is a fundraiser to honor and remember friends 
and loved ones during the holiday season. Three trees are lighted one in 
memory of those that have passed, one to honor those that hold a special 
place in our lives today and one in recognition of those who      currently 
serve or who have served in the military.  

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 
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                                 Endowment Foundation 
 

Gift:     From:  

 Kristina Koff 
                                         Memorials 
 
In Memory of:    From:  

Joyce Geister    Lana Schulz 

Joyce Geister    Dick & Sherry Shea 
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October 13- Jakob Brian Alme, 
son of Brian and Leslie Alme. 

Funeral  October 14- 
Claire (Kelly) Wright 

Altar Flower Chart for 2020 – The Flower Chart for 2020 is available.  If you would like to give        
flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353.  The cost is $32.50.  The dates not available are: 
March 15th, May 17th, August 2nd, September 20th and  27th and October 18th and 25th and                    
November 1st. 

On October 27th the following  CLC Members Confirmed their 
faith in a special service on Reformation Sunday. Pictured 
along with Pastor Paula Geister-Jones are: 
 
Front Row (left to Right): Luke McPhee, Chance Suddeth,          
Casey Milbauer, Cassidy Link, Alayna Proctor and Ella Post 
.       
Back Row (Left to Right): Adren Schotzko, Dan Knoploh,       
Griffin Empey, Noelle Hanson, Teagen Pickett, Zara Quam,          
and Helena Kohlhoff.           



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenelle Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Church Secretary 

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 
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