
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tim Flagler owns Tightline Productions, a video production company in 
Califon, NJ. Although he produces video programs over a wide range of 
topics, his specialty is fly fishing. Tim’s a well-known fly tying instructor. His 
YouTube videos are some of the best in the business and his YouTube 
channel, practicalpatterns.com currently has over 98,000 subscribers and 30 
million views. Almost every week he produces a new instructional fly tying 
video which appear not only on his YouTube channel but also on Midcurrent 
and the Orvis fly fishing blog. They’re featured on Trout Unlimited’s national 
website and in the Orvis Learning Center as well. Tim has a regular column 
“Beginner’s Masterclass with Tim  Flagler” in Fly Tyer magazine. Many of his 
tying videos take the viewer well beyond the tying of the fly and show what 
it looks like underwater, what natural it represents and how it can be fished. 
 
Tim’s a fixture at the Fly Fishing Shows - giving presentations, teaching 
classes and often as a Featured Tier. He enjoys guiding year round for 
Shannon’s Fly & Tackle in Califon, NJ and hosts annual trips to Patagonia in 
the spring and to the Kootenai River, MT in the summer. 

 
 
 
 

 

Tim Jacobs is a native of Michigan, is a fly fisherman and fly tyer from 
the Roaring Fork Valley.  He has guided in the Steamboat Springs area and 
the Roaring Fork Valley.  Additionally, he was a Federation of Fly Fishers 
certified casting instructor who taught the Sage Casting Clinics during the 
1990’s. He works as an instructor at the Michigan Youth Trout Camp each 
summer and is a casting instructor for Project Healing Waters in western 
Colorado. Tim has published numerous articles and has authored the book 
“Tying and Fishing Deer Hair Flies” (2018, Stackpole Books). Tim appears at 
numerous fly fishing shows and fly shops as a demonstration fly tyer for 
Whiting Farms Pro Team, Regal Vise Pro Staff and Nature’s Spirit Pro Staff. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://practicalpatterns.com/


 

 
Steve Wascher caught his first Trout at the age of 3 ½, on a DRY FLY!! 
Steve is a third generation tier from Greenhurst, NY; and received basic 
instructions and guidance from his father; along with his grandmother in 
regards to tying. Steve is a well rounded tier, and enjoys all aspects of the art 
of fly tying; from creating a unique nymph, wet flies for steelhead, or his 
famed deer hair bugs for those Warmwater surprises. Besides tying Steve 
guides during the summer months for a wide range of Warmwater species 
and he enjoys writing articles as well; which have appeared along with his 
flies in Hatches Magazine, American Angler, and Mid-Atlantic Fly Fishing 
Guide. Steve is on the Pro Staff of Dyna King Vises; plus many others.  
 

 
 
 

 
Jerry Regan a 3rd generation fly tier;  is one of the true keepers of 
Michigan’s Fly Fishing History; along with being one of the best  commercial 
fly tiers in the business.  Just like Trout Unlimited, Jerry was born along the 
fabled Trout Waters of the Au Sable River near Grayling. As a kid he learned 
fly tying and fishing from Michigan’s Genuine Legends like Earl Madsen and 
Ernie Borcher.   One thing unique for the patterns Jerry ties, he has never 
went with synthetics that have flooded the market place, but have stuck with 
the original materials that were used.   

 
 
 

 
Joseph Jackson Raised in a small town in southern Indiana, a love of 
fishing, hunting, and wildlife was instilled in Joe at a young age. After 14 
years in the Army, he found Project Healing Waters and his curiosity in fly 
fishing and tying bloomed into a love and obsession. He started tying in 
November 2015 and placed second in Project Healing Waters National Fly 
Tying Contest in 2017. Joe received the Everett Drake Fly Tying Award in 
2018. Joe ties flies for all warm, cold, and salt water species with a focus on 
Deerhair flies. His realistic art flies like the hummingbirds, pheasant, Grinch, 
Baby Yoda, Bald Eagle, Kingfisher, and others have been sent across the 
globe. He believes the most important thing anyone in this hobby can do is 
to get kids out on the water and/or behind a vise. His pro team and 
ambassador  affiliations, Regal Vise, Natures Spirit Fly Tying, Dette Flies, 
Partridge  hooks, Willowemoc Creek Dist. Dr. Slick tools, Solarez Uv, J. 
Stockard fly fishing, Wade-Deep, Fly Trap Fly Holder, and Semperfly Fly Rods. 
And starting a 501c3 to get inner city kiddos out in the woods and on the 
water 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Dennis Potter started tying over 30 years ago before fishing on the 
Ausable River in Northern Michigan.  He has spent 4 seasons at the Gates 
Ausable Lodge as a Fly Fishing Instructor and he still enjoys teaching fly tying 
instruction. His fly designs are fished extensively and with great success 
throughout the U.S. Dennis does have various Fly Tying Videos on the market 
and he is the owner of Riverhouse Fly Company.  You will be able to find him 
tying at the show, with his well known high resolution video tying Demo 
show. Dennis’s web site is: www.riverhouseflyco.com  .       

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Eli Berant grew up and lives in Michigan, so he has been surrounded by 
big water all his life. After getting his first fly tying kit at the age of 15,  fly 
fishing and fly tying has been a passion of his ever since. Even though he 
really likes the “traditional” fly fishing experience; he has taken the concepts 
of the huge saltwater flies and began to apply them to his exploits here back 
in the big waters in Michigan. If you are interested in “Big Flies” for Lake 
Trout, Musky, Bass, or whatever will consume them, you can order these flies 
at Great Lakes Fly (www.greatlakesfly.com).    

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Alan “Al” Ritt grew up here in Michigan where his passion for fishing 

was born. In the early 80’s while living in Northern California, just after he started 

tying flies, he started fly fishing. In 1989 he moved to Northern Front Range of 

Colorado (Longmont) where he and his wife Diana reside.  He is currently on the 

Pro-staff of Whiting Farms, PEAK Fishing, Flymen Fishing Company, Performance 

Flies, Clear Goo Glue, Fishing for a Cause, Performance Flies, Pro Sportfisher, 

Diiachi Hooks, and a fly designer for Montana Fly Company. Al is on the board of 

IFFF Fly Tying Governors and is also a guide on Colorado and Sylvan Dale Ranch 

just outside of Loveland. Besides with everything above, along with his articles in 

various magazines, he also published a book, “25 Best Most Versatile Flies”.  

Alan’s web site is: www.alrittflies.com 

  

http://www.riverhouseflyco.com/
http://www.greatlakesfly.com/
http://www.alrittflies.com/

