
While growing up in a few
different places in the
great State of Michigan,
Eric Swies has been
fortunate enough to have
to the opportunity to
explore the multitude of
trout, steelhead, salmon,
and warmwater species
habitats that it offers since
a young age.  With close
ties to the lower Au Sable

River’s trout and steelhead waters, Eric’s passion for pursuing large fish with
streamers, night-fishing techniques, and a vast array of dry fly opportunities found its
home base.
 For the past few seasons, Eric has been guiding fly fishing anglers in Northern
Michigan for Streamside Custom Rod and Guide Service, and in Northern Arkansas
for the past two.  For an angler afflicted with the love of big brown trout on big
streamers, there quite possibly exists no better winter destination fishing than the
tailwater trout fisheries of the Ozarks.  Here, an angler not only has the opportunity to
experience consistent streamer fishing action when conditions allow, but also to
possibly see a brown trout of epic proportions, found in few other known environs.
Eric genuinely enjoys his time teaching, and guiding anglers through the high-
intensity, face-paced, extreme sport that is, ‘streamer fishing’.
 Eric also owns and operates a small landscape business and environmental
consulting firm in Southeast Michigan, with an emphasis on introducing sustainable,
environmentally-friendly practices into landscape design with the use of native
species, natural shoreline construction, invasive species control, and innovative
stormwater management techniques.  The health of Michigan’s inland waterways and
aquatic ecosystems rely on the health of its upland ecosystems – remember, the valley
makes the river!  Eric wishes to see incredible fly fishing opportunities in Michigan
for generations to come, and to promote a strong conservation ethic among its
stakeholders.
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