
NOTICE TO HOA MEMBERS 
December 12, 2016 

 

Dear Members 

  

As you know Duke Energy received a new 30 year Hydroelectric relicense (Keowee-Toxaway 

Relicense) from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) which allows Duke to 

continue to operate on Keowee and Little Rivers in the Savanah River Basin.  The new license 

provides a reliable supply of cooling water for the Oconee Nuclear Station, public water supplies 

and numerous recreational opportunities for local residents and visitors. 

  

The new Shoreline Management Guidelines allow modification of existing docks to reach deeper 

water.  Property owners with a previously constructed or permitted dock may modify their dock 

to reach deeper water and improve usability during periods of drought.  These modifications 

must follow the Shoreline Management Plan which requires getting written approval before 

making modifications.    Residential Marinas may “follow the water” to maintain usability 

during times of drought.  This would allow us, if we chose to do so, to temporarily disconnect 

our dock clusters from their Piers, disconnect electrical lines, let out cable and move dock 

clusters to deeper water.   Once the lake level returns to Low Inflow Protocol (LIP) stage 1, 0 or 

Normal we would have to return all dock clusters back to their original location within 14 

days.   However, Duke inserted a disclaimer saying after experience is gained with follow the 

water program, they reserve their right to change the rules.    

  

Duke researched years of drought (1939-present with 2007-2008 being the worst recorded) and 

modeling data which showed drought levels that would invoke “following the water” rules to be 

1.8% of the time.  Based on modeling research and the disclaimer mentioned above the Board 

will implement the following strategy:  

  

a)      We choose not to make modifications to “follow the water” for our marinas and will 

implement item 7 of Appendix G of the KT-RA which allows you to moor your boats at docks 

belonging to other property owners during periods when follow the water is allowed if 

permission is obtained from the property owner.  (see attached Appendix G) 

  

b)     We will provide a list of the affected slips that will need to move their boats during said 

period and a list of slip Lessees and dock owners willing to allow boats to be moored at their 

docks/slips.  

  

c)      Expand boat storage lot to accommodate storage of boats 

  

Decision Basis 

 Statistics of instances where drought lake levels would invoke follow the water rules does not 

justify making marina modifications 

 Modification costs would be very expensive and knowing Duke, at any-time, could change 

the rules that would incur even more cost is too risky.    

 Repair of any damaged dock floats is the most cost effective.   

 Expanding boat storage lot provides slip Lessees and dock owners a place to move their 

boats during times of low lake level. 

 

The Board  


