
 

 
 

  WATERSIDE CROSSING NEWS 
May 2017 

THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

The May Annual Meeting is approaching and as 
of yet we only have one candidate running for 
office. I hope that by the time of the meeting 
more will step forward. In any case our rules 
allow a lesser number of officers, so we can 
operate but it is always great to have more 
participation and input. Please consider running 
before the meeting time gets here. 
 
The new clubhouse is well under way. Siding, 
roofing and drywall will all begin shortly. If you 
see the structure, you will see that we have had 
extensive lightning protection installed. We 
were hit previously and some folks still believe 
that the fire was a result of something 
weakened by the previous lightning strike. We 
will also install a new fire alarm system when 
the structure is completed that will call out to 
the fire department in case of a fire.  
 
The pool will open on May 1st. We will have to 
use the Portable restroom until the new ones 
are complete, but this should not be for too 
long. We will have to shut the pool down for a 
few hours when Duke ties in the clubhouse 
system, 

 

so we will put out an email as to time and 
duration of the tie-ins as soon as we have the 
particulars. 
 

We have purchased and installed a new 
canoe/kayak rack at the marina. This will tidy 
up the area and make a secure place for these 
watercrafts where they can be chained down if 
the owner likes. 
 

The new boat storage area now has spots 
marked and numbers will be put on the fence 
in the coming weeks. 
 

The tennis courts were repaired and both were 
striped for pickle ball play. We will now plan to 
repair all cracks each spring as necessitated by 
winter weather. 
 

Future upcoming projects will include crack 
repairs on the club house parking lot after 
construction is completed and bridge repairs 
on our large walking bridge. 
 
We have a lot going on, but it is nice to see 
these projects progressing nicely. 
 
AL Brightwell 
864-400-8405 
 
 

 



  

 

  

May 1st   -  Pool Opening 
May 17th -     Last day to file Proxies with 

Secretary for Annual HOA Meeting 
May 20th  -   10:00am Annual HOA, Lakeview 

Room at Keowee Key 
 
Please check the Calendar Events at 
www.watersidecrossing.com under Waterside 
Members. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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WELCOME TO WATERSIDE 
 

Please welcome our new neighbors: 

If you notice a new neighbor moving in or 
you are a new neighbor, please be sure to 
alert Joan Matthews at 882-1942 so an 
official neighborhood welcome can be 
extended.  

STAR GAZING 

Join in the fun and fast news by friending the 

Waterside Crossing Facebook page. You must 

have a Facebook account. This is a closed page 

so only residents will be allowed to join. Lea 

Evering is the administrator of the WSC page. 

This is a great place to post lost and found, 

items for sale, ask for vendor referrals or just 

another way to get to know your neighbors.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/592123677

594536  

WSC FACEBOOK PAGE 

Did you know that WSC is in the path of 

the next Solar Eclipse on August 21st? 

For more information check out: 

http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/path

_through_the_US.htm  

BOAT SLIP LEASES 

If you previously had a Boat Slip lease at 
either Marina, you must complete the new 
lease and return it as soon as possible. Since 
Duke’s operating permit ran out they had to 
redo all leases for the new 30 year granted 
permit. This forced us to redo and update all 
leases to match the new Duke lease. Without 
these documents on file at the court house, 
you do not have a legal claim to your slip. It is 
imperative that all of the leases get 
completed and registered with the county. 
Without these documents on file you could 
lose your slip. It costs $5000 to regain it if 
one is then available. Remember that we 
have more interior lots than we do slips. 
Call Brett Majors if you have any questions. 

Brett Major is processing all leases. Contact 

Brett at bamajor50@gmail.com or call 256-

476-1836 if you have questions.  

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 
 

Next pickup date is June 10th. Volunteers 
are always needed and everyone is 
welcome.  Please meet in the clubhouse 
parking lot. The more volunteers the less 
time it takes to clean our 2 mile stretch of 
Highway 183 (and Falls Creek 
Road).  Please dress appropriate for the 
weather and wear work gloves. Pick up 
sticks and trash bags are provided.  
 
Our schedule for 2017 is as follows: 
June 10, 2017 at 8 am (early start) .... to try 
to beat the heat 
September 9, 2017 at 8 am (early start) 
December 9, 2017 at 9 am (late start) 
As always ...in rain, sleet, storm, or 
snow...we stay home and do it the 
following weekend! 
 

http://www.watersidecrossing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/592123677594536
https://www.facebook.com/groups/592123677594536
http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/path_through_the_US.htm
http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/path_through_the_US.htm
mailto:bamajor50@gmail.com


 
 

 

  
The next Friday Night Cocktails will NOT be 
held in May.  
 
The event is BYOB with each of us bringing an 
appetizer to share. It is a great time to get to 
know your neighbors and find out what is 
going on in the neighborhood.  
 

We are very blessed to have residents that are 
willing to open their homes while we are 
without a clubhouse. If you would like to help 
during the clubhouse rebuilding phase and 
host Friday Night Cocktails, please contact 
Joan Matthews at 882-1942. We are looking 
for volunteers for upcoming months.  

Don’t forget Friday Night Cocktails are the 
second Friday of each month except May, 
October and December. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT COCKTAILS  

 

KAYAK/CANOE STORAGE  

A new Kayak/Canoe storage rack 

has been erected at the Big 

Marina between piers F and G. It 

is available on a first come first 

serve basis. If it works out, we 

could consider additional units. 

 

BOATERS RESCUE LIST  

Diana Tosi is compiling the Boaters Rescue 

list for this summer.  This is a list of 

neighborhood volunteers who will help you 

out on the lake if you have a problem. If you 

are interested in signing up or have any 

questions about the program, please 

contact Diana at ludsgirl@aol.com. You 

never know when you might need help on 

the water. Once the list is ready it will be 

posted in the newsletter.  

 

mailto:ludsgirl@aol.com
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It is that time of year when our wildlife neighbors start to emerge. Below is some general 

information to help you navigate sharing space with South Carolina wildlife.  

CO-EXISTING WITH BEARS  
Biologists with the S.C. Department of Natural Resources are reporting increased black bear activity 
throughout the state, and they urge people to use common sense when encountering these 
fascinating animals.  
The warm weather has black bears on the move, and with few berries yet ripe, they are hungry and 
looking for food. While people may be excited about seeing a bear, biologists urge them to remember 
that bears are wild animals and should be respected. Black bears are usually shy, evasive and non-
aggressive toward people. Neither a human fatality nor even an attack has been attributed to a black 
bear in South Carolina.  
 
These shy and adaptable creatures do amazingly well despite the growing numbers of people with 
whom they share the outdoors. However, they get in trouble because of our actions. They are 
attracted to garbage, pet food, bird seed and BBQ grills that we leave outside, easily accessible to 
bears. Luckily, they are much more active at night than during the day, which helps them avoid contact 
with people.  
NEVER, EVER, FEED BEARS. One person feeding bears can create a problem bear that may affect the 
entire neighborhood.  
Don’t Leave Trash or Garbage Outside. Keep it in a bear-proof container or in a container in a secure 
basement, garage or shed. If you have garbage pickup, put your container out the day of disposal, not 
the night before.  
Keep Pet Food Inside If You Can – Always bring it inside at night.  
Keep Your BBQ Grill Clean and Covered, or Store It Inside.  
If you want to continue feeding birds here are some suggestions to minimize bear activity:  
• • Avoid bird seed that contains Milo. Milo is generally not eaten by our birds, but is often a 
filler in inexpensive “wild bird mix.” It usually winds up on the ground under your feeders and will 
attract bears and raccoons at night, even if you take your feeders inside.  

• • Rake up the material under bird feeders. Sprinkling pepper over the ground or using vinegar 
or ammonia on the ground around the feeder can also help deter sensitive bears.  

• • Bring bird feeders inside every night. Limit the number of feeders you use from April 1st to 
November 15th, and bring them inside every night. Leave your feeders inside if you are away.  

• • Hang feeders on a cable so it can be raised and lowered.  

• • Spice up the seed: Adding liberal amounts of red pepper or hot sauce to a birdseed mix can 
discourage bears that don’t like the hot flavor, though some bears may become used to the taste over 
time.  
When Should You Follow These Rules? April 1st to November 15th. Our South Carolina bears usually 
hibernate during the winter, but may emerge briefly during warmer periods.  
Raccoons are attracted to pet food and bird seed and are active year-round, so you should follow these 

rules whenever you are a victim of night raids by these animals. 

 

For more information about SC Black Bears visit http://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/species/bear.html  

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/species/bear.html
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Pictured above is WSC resident Fox.  Are Foxes Dangerous To People Or Pets?  

A lot of people will be intimidated by the sight of a fox. It is true that to see a fox in a place where 

people live is a strange sight and no one should ever try to pet or corner a fox in order to catch it with 

their bare hands as they will become aggressive when cornered. But in general, foxes are not especially 

dangerous to humans or some pets. They will feed on livestock that is small such as poultry, rabbits or 

other small newborn animals. The reason they do not attack dogs, cats or humans is because they are 

not something that a fox sees as prey. Though it could happen that a fox tries to attack a dog or more 

likely a cat, they will be scared off when the noise begins or when a cat’s claws come out.  

The “Black Snakes” 

There are two species of snakes in our area that can grow to 5 feet in length and that are largely 
black in color on their upper surfaces. People are familiar with them, know them to be non-
venomous, and refer to both of them as “black snakes.” However, because they look rather similar, 
some people may not know there are two different species of these black colored snakes. 

Both "black snake" species can be encountered in almost any setting in the upstate area (forest, 
field, in outbuildings, etc). One difference between them is frequently exhibited when they are 
encountered by a person. At that time one of the species typically remains rather stationary as if 
"considering its next move", or moves slowly away; while the other with great speed vanishes 
seemingly enroute to the next county or beyond. The former species is the black rat snake, the 
latter is the black racer. 

Both of these “black snakes” have a unique feature among upstate snakes in that their newborn 
young look markedly different from the adults. The newborns are not black. Rather, they both 
show a blotched gray to brownish color pattern for the first year of life.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSC Board Members 

Al Brightwell, President, 864-400-8405, abrightwell@att.net 

Brian Hornbeck, 1st Vice President, 248-390-5972, brian.hornbeck@sbcglobal.net 

Jeania Major, 2nd Vice President, 256-476-0105 jlgran7@gmail.com 

Steve Sinnott, Treasurer, 864-873-7308, steve.sinnott@att.net 

Brett Major, Secretary, 256-476-1836, bamajor50@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.watersidecrossing.com 
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NEWSLETTER CONTENT 

Please forward any information that should be considered for the newsletter to lshufeldt@gmail.com by the 4th 

Tuesday of the Month. Photographs of the lake or owner events are also welcome.  

 

 

 

 
Snakes and your pets: 
Every year in the U.S., an estimated 150,000 dogs and cats are bitten by venomous snakes. Snakebites 
are painful, expensive to treat and can result in permanent injury or death. Protect your pet from 
rattlesnakes and other venomous species with these tips: 
  
Always walk your dog on a leash. Stay on wide, clear trails; avoid narrow, brushy paths. 
  
Discourage your pet from exploring thick, grassy areas and digging in holes or under rocks. 
  
If you see a snake, leave it alone. 
  
Protect your private property from snakes by keeping grass mowed short, storing firewood away from 
the house and controlling rodents in your yard. 
  
Some vets offer rattlesnake vaccine for canines, which can help lessen your dog’s reaction to a 

snakebite and require less antivenin. Remember, an animal who has been bitten by a snake should be 

taken to a nearby vet immediately, whether he is vaccinated or not. 

The Copperhead: Under rhododendrons along the Blue-ridge escarpment, in piedmont woodlots, and 
along fence rows in rural gardens, the copperhead abides. Certainly, it does well in expansive 
wilderness, but it only needs 1 or 2 acres of habitat, a healthy population of white-footed mice, and a 
place to lay-up in the shade, and it will survive. This animal, with its highly-camouflaged coloration and 
venomous bite, has been a concern to people over the centuries. It will likely remain so into the future. 

Copperheads are light to rich brown colored snakes with darker brown hourglass shaped markings 
across their backs, the narrow waist of the glass being at the center of their back. This color and pattern 
reminds an observer of fallen leaves. The connection is appropriate, for while it will readily wander into 
fields in search of food, this is a creature of the forest. Its coloration serves its main protective strategy 
which is to remain motionless and hopefully not be seen. However, if stepped on or otherwise seriously 
provoked or frightened it will defend itself as most animals will do. Typically, adults are about 24 to 30 
inches in length, but individuals over 3 feet are not rare. 

Note: newborn copperheads resemble adults in coloration, except that the last half inch of the tail of 
the young snakes is a distinctive sulfur yellow color.  This largely fades to brown by their second year. 

 

http://www.watersidecrossing.com/
mailto:lshufeldt@gmail.com

