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BULLETIN #31: 
Highway 427 Expansion  
Project-in-Review

The Highway 427 Expansion Project is nearing completion. LINK427 has extended Highway 427 
by 6.6 km from Highway 7 to Major Mackenzie Drive and widened it to eight lanes between Finch 
Avenue and Highway 7.

LINK427 and its partners, the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and Infrastructure Ontario 
(IO), are proud have built this vital infrastructure in the heart of northwest Toronto and the Vaughan 
Enterprise Zone. Upon opening, the Highway 427 Expansion will play a key role in the revitalization of 
the economy of the Greater Toronto Area and Ontario by facilitating the safe and efficient movement 
of people and goods.

This bulletin highlights some of the major milestones in the construction of the Highway 427 
Expansion. 

Groundbreaking & Early Works

Construction on the Highway 427 Expansion began in May 2018 after many years of planning 
studies, environmental assessments (EAs), and other regulatory approvals. Early construction work 
focused on preparing the land in an environmentally responsible way. It included:

• Clearing: The process of removing any trees, logs, shrubs, fallen timber and other surface litter 
within the right-of-way. Wood chips are spread on the ground to reduce erosion.

• Pre-loading: The compression and consolidation of layers of soft soil to help reduce settling 
during construction.

• Grubbing: The process of removing tree roots and stumps.

To learn more about early construction on the Highway 427 Expansion, please see Bulletin #2 and 
Bulletin #3.

Maurizio Bevilacqua, Mayor of Vaughan; Hon Kathryn McGarry, Minister of Transportation; Hon 
Steven Del Duca, Minister of Economic Development and Growth; and Francesco Sorbara, MP 
Vaughan Woodbridge breaking ground for Highway 427 Expansion on May 1, 2018.

Albion Bridge Relocation

The Albion Road bridge relocation occurred over a single weekend in June 2019 and involved 
moving a bridge at the Highway 427/Highway 407 ETR interchange six metres to the west in order to 
accommodate the widening of Highway 427 as part of the Highway 427 Expansion. 

This relocation represented a prime example of the value engineering approach, which originated 
during World Ward II and is about finding innovative and cost-effective yet safe ways to construct 
infrastructure that have minimal impact on the public. A Self-Propelled Modular Transporter (SPMT) 
machine was used to efficiently move the bridge.

View from Highway 427 of a Self-Propelled Modular Transporter machine set up below the Albion 
Road bridge on Saturday, June 16, 2019 in preparation for the bridge move.

To learn more about the Albion bridge relocation and value engineering, please see Bulletin #16 and 
the video of the relocation.

Permanent Road Closures & Realignments
Realignments of Langstaff Road, Zenway Boulevard, and Major Mackenzie Drive

Langstaff Road and Zenway Boulevard were each realigned slightly to the north onto new bridges in 
November 2019 and September 2020, respectively, at the points where they cross the Highway 427 
extension. Major Mackenzie Drive was also realigned to the north in December 2019 as part of the 
construction of the Major Mackenzie interchange.

Diagram illustrating how Langstaff Road shifted at the end of 2019. Diagram not to scale.

Diagram illustrating how Major Mackenzie Drive shifted at the end of 2019. Diagram not to scale.

Huntington Road and McGillivray/Rutherford Intersection Permanent Closures

Huntington Road was permanently closed to the immediate north and south of Major Mackenzie Drive 
in June 2018 and October 2019, respectively, to allow for the construction of the Major Mackenzie 
interchange on the former site of the Huntington/Major Mackenzie intersection.

Map showing permanent closure of Huntington Road north and south of Major Mackenzie Drive.

The intersection of Rutherford Road and McGillivray Road was also permanently closed in November 
2019 due to construction on the Rutherford interchange.

Map showing the permanent closure of McGillivray Road at Rutherford Road

York Regional Road 99 Permanent Closure

The most significant permanent closure that took place during the Highway 427 Expansion project 
was that of the section of Highway 427 between Highway 7 and Zenway Boulevard (officially known 
as York Regional Road 99) on August 8, 2020. This closure was necessary to integrate that section of 
road into the extension portion of the Highway 427 Expansion and upgrade it to freeway standards. A 
comprehensive and proactive communications roll-out and daily traffic monitoring by LINK427 helped 
minimize the impact of this closure to motorists.

To learn more about the permanent closure of York Regional Road 99, please see Bulletin #27.

Consultation & Communications Activities

As part of its consultation activities for the Highway 427 Expansion project, LINK427 issued five 
Design Construction Reports (DCRs), each with a 30-day public review period. LINK427 also held 
four Public Information Centres (PICs) where members of the public had the opportunity to view 
drawings, maps, and other materials while speaking directly with staff.

To view consultation materials from throughout the Highway 427 Expansion project, please see the 
Consultation section of the project website.

Since the Highway 427 Expansion project began, the LINK427 Communications team has:

• fielded hundreds of telephone and email inquiries from the public;

• issued 31 bulletins (including this one);

• posted 33 photo galleries;

• recorded tens of thousands of visits to the project website;

• recorded thousands of views of its monthly drone videos;

• issued hundreds of traffic disruption notices (TDNs) as part of weekly distributions; and

• executed over a dozen comprehensive communications campaigns for various road closures, 
realignments, and traffic disruptions.

Looking Towards Opening

The Highway 427 Expansion is on track for a 2021 opening as planned. MTO will announce a more 
specific opening date in the coming months as construction nears completion. LINK427 and its 
partners MTO and IO appreciate that motorists are eagerly anticipating this day and sincerely thank 
the public for its patience as they worked to widen and extend Highway 427 over the past several 
years.

In the meantime, we encourage readers to follow progress at www.427expansion.ca and fill out the 
form on the homepage to sign up for email updates.

What is the Highway 427 Expansion Project?

The Highway 427 Expansion project will extend the highway 6.6 km, from Highway 7 to Major 
Mackenzie Drive and widen the existing highway to 8 lanes between Finch Avenue and Highway 7.

Who is LINK427?

LINK427 is the consortium selected by the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and Infrastructure 
Ontario (IO) to design, build, finance, and maintain the Highway 427 widening and extension.

Des renseignements sont disponibles en français en composant 1-888-595-3152.

https://25w.4cd.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Hwy-427-Bulletin-02-FINAL-AODA.pdf
https://25w.4cd.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/HWY-427-Bulletin-03-May-1-2018-FINAL_AODA.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.108.196/25w.4cd.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Bulletin-16-Albion-Bridge-Story-FINAL_AODA.pdf
https://427expansion.ca/about-link-427/videos/
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.108.196/25w.4cd.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Bulletin-27_EN_AODA.pdf
https://427expansion.ca/consultation/
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