
5th Sunday of Lent      
By: Deacon Terry Murphy 

 

“Let anyone among you who is without sin, 
be the first to throw a stone at her” 

 
Last Sunday, we listened to the parable of 
the Prodigal Son more appropriately called 
the parable of the Compassionate Father. 
This Sunday Jesus has an encounter with a 
woman who was caught in the act of adul-
tery.  
 
Now the scribes and Pharisees, mentioned in 
today’s gospel, were greatly shocked when 
they found this wretched woman taken in 
such open sin, and very indignant against 
her. They saw Jesus teaching in the temple 
and they were also out to get him. They 
sense an opportunity to kill two birds with 
one stone – so to speak. They drag her into 
the temple and force her to stand in front of 
the crowd in order to catch Jesus in an act of 
heresy so they can kill him. It’s shocking be-
cause first of all these so-called religious 
leaders are planning to kill someone, and 
secondly, they are going to kill someone 
right there in the holy sanctuary. They an-
nounce that they caught this woman in the 
act of adultery but notice that the man who 
would have also committed adultery was not 
brought forward. That’s because women 
were not considered fully human by these 
sexist, patriarchal men. Women were 
blamed by men for the problems of men, 
and the only solution was the death penalty, 

in the name of God, right there in the house 
of God.  
 
Jesus’ response is totally shocking. By bend-
ing down and writing on the ground in the 
face of a hostile mob, he drew their atten-
tion from their anger and righteous indigna-
tion to his scribbling and thus distracts them 
so that they can hear his answer. Finally, He 
stands up and issues one of the greatest 
commandments in the Bible: “Let the one 
without sin be the first to throw a stone.” He 
not only condemns the death penalty, he 
points out the sinfulness within each one of 
us. I would also note that according to my 
limited understanding of Mosaic Law, if any-
one witnesses an act of adultery, they too 
are guilty and should be condemned to 
death. The elders remember this and are 
ashamed and walk away first. Jesus actually 
saves not only the woman, but the lives of 
the Scribes and Pharisees.  
 
People should realize that it is not by com-
paring ourselves with others that we should 
judge, but by comparing ourselves with God.  
 
It is in that way we will find that we are all 
sinners – we are all guilty. We should not be 
so focused on finding someone that is worse 
than ourselves but rather be anxious to 
know whether it is possible that God – be-
fore whom we know we stand condemned, 
can pardon or forgive us.  

 

(continued on the next page) 
 

PARISH LITURGIES 
 

—FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT— 

April 3 – April 9 
 

Tuesday, April 05  

8:30 am  + Frank Flynn    

Wednesday, April 06  

8:30 am  Thomas Paikeday 

Thursday, April 07 

8:30 am  + Jose Pinheiro 

Friday, April 08   

8:30 am  + Guido Bardaro 

9:00 — 10:00 am Adoration 

7:00 pm  Way of the Cross 

 
—PALM SUNDAY— 

 

Saturday, April 09  

3:30 — 4:30 pm Reconciliation 

5:00 pm  For: 

Gerald McGraw, + Barbara Post, + Jacob 
Floris, + Mary Sant, + Ronald Richard,           
+ Joseph Murray 

 

Sunday, April 10 

9:00 am  For our 

11:00 am  parish 
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In your prayers, please remember those who are facing 

health challenges… especially  

Lucas Dias, Gerard Vandewalle, Garcia Pajaro,   

Maria M, Antonette Muthiah, Teya Devas, and the 

Deeley families. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

Our Sanctuary lamp will be lit this week for 
the Intentions of Linda 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

First Communions will be held the following two Saturdays after 

Easter: 

April 23, 2022 – 10:00 am – St. Nicholas School 

April 30, 2022 – 9:30 & 11:30 am – St Dominic School 

HOLY WEEK 2022 MASS TIMES 

Holy Thursday Thursday     

April 14, 2022 

7:30 pm  

Good Friday Friday          

April 15, 2022 

11:00 am Children’s Service 

  3:00 pm Solemn Service 

Holy Saturday Saturday    

April 16, 2022 

11:00 am Blessing of the 

Easter Food 

Easter—The 

Resurrection 

of the Lord 

Saturday     

April 16, 2022 

8:00 pm Easter Vigil 

 Sunday        

April 17, 2022 

8:30 am  

  10:15 am  

  12:00 pm  

CONQUEST AND CHALLENGE 

The next Conquest and Challenge meeting will be held at Saint 

Dominic School on Tuesday, April 05 at 7:00 pm. 

Any way, we can be grateful that the story is included in the gospel 

because: 

• It involved the second chance, i.e., a gift of added time and the 
opportunity for the woman to live her life differently. He affirmed 
that human beings have a future as well as a past.  

• It involved pity or, better yet, compassion. While others con-
demned and judged, Jesus sought to understand.  

• It involved challenge. Far from dismissing the gravity of the wom-
an's sin and its consequences, Jesus called her to become her best 
self, the self that was a clearer reflection of the God in whose im-
age she had been created.  

• It involved belief in human nature and in the as of yet untapped 
potential for goodness in the woman.  

• It involved warning. The story of the unnamed adulteress reminds 
us that we stand beside her, rightly accused of sin. Whether it is 
adultery or apathy, pride or prejudice, greed, envy or lust, her story 
confronts us with a choice. Do we accept the second chance and 
challenge Jesus offers? Do we dare to come away from our Lenten 
encounter with Jesus and live differently or not?  

If we only heard that God was just then there would be no hope for 
any of us. But he is “a just God and Savior.” He can condemn; the only 
question that remains is: CAN HE PARDON? 

To the woman in the gospel, everything rested on his word. To us, 
everything rests on His Word. What would He say? What would He 
do? 

“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin 
again.” 

If any of us desire to have God’s full and free pardon, it must be our 
plan to stand first as the guilty sinner – To be alone with Jesus, con-
sciously condemned – To have no one else to trust; no one else to 
compare ourselves to. Not to make resolutions of amendment, not to 
try to get better first, before you come to Him… but to make our very 
guilt the reason of being alone with Him. 

And the Lord gives no conditional discharges. He did not say “Neither 
will I condemn you, if you will not sin anymore.” No – He gives her full 
and complete forgiveness first. It is that forgiveness that will enable 
her to avoid sin in the future.  

The truth is we are all sinners and so we are all loved and forgiven.  

I would challenge each of us to reflect on who we want to throw 
stones at, who we want to condemn, how we might follow Jesus in the 
way of compassionate love – the way of the cross. 

The story of the woman caught in the act of adultery portrayed Jesus 
as a man full of mercy, love, grace and forgiveness. The Scribes and 
Pharisees called Him a friend of sinners because He defied the reli-
gious conventions of His day by mixing with the outcasts and sinners of 
society. He reached out to them with love and compassion. He poured 
out His love and forgiveness upon them.  

May the Eucharist that we will soon receive give us the strength to be 
merciful to others. – 
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HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 

Monday, April 4 Rev. Franjo Sprajc 

Tuesday, April 5 Rev. Leszek Szczygiel 

Wednesday, April 6 Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
(O.M.I.) 

Thursday, April 7 Rev. Tom Moisan 

Friday, April 8 Rev. David Weise  

Saturday, April 9 Rev. Pablito Labado 

ADVERTISE WITH US! 

Do you have a business and want to support our parish? We have 

advertising space available on our parish bulletin. Our bulletin re-

ceives over 500 views each week in print, email and on our website. 

Pricing is very competitive. If you would like more information, 

please contact the parish office at 905-827-2373 or email 

office@saintdominic.ca 

UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the Ukrainian Humanitarian 
Crisis may do so by placing your donation in an envelope marked 
Donation for Ukraine and putting it in the Sunday collection basket 
You may also go online through Development & Peace by visiting 
www.devp.org , clicking “Donate online” and selecting “I am giving 
towards > Emergency-Ukraine”, or by calling 1-888-664-3387. 

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH 

Warmer weather brings with it “spring cleaning and maintenance” 

for our homes and gardens, so they can provide us with continued 

pleasure through the year. It is a perfect time to provide a little of 

that same maintenance to your marriage. Plan a quiet and relaxed 

time to talk about the care your marriage needs. Are you spending 

enough time together? Are you communicating well and on many 

topics? Are you handling conflict in a way that won’t harm your 

love? Are there feelings that something is lacking? Take the time 

to ask what may need to be “tidied up” and then plan active solu-

tions so that, like a well-maintained garden, your love will continue 

to flourish. (Family Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext. 2250). 

“The Lord has done great things for us,                

we are filled with joy.” 

FOOD BANK  

There is always a need!                                                                           
Please drop donations off in the narthex.  

You are invited to bring non-perishable food for those in need. 
Items required are baby food, baby formula, canned fish, canned 
meats, pasta, sauces, soups, cereal. Thank you on behalf of those 
who will benefit.  

Please pray for our children preparing for First Holy Communion,   

Confirmation and also for our RCIA candidates! 

YOUTH MASS 

A Youth Mass is held on the last Saturday of every month at 5:00 

pm. The next Youth Mass will be held on April 30. All are invited, 

especially our youth, who will be involved in the Mass as much as 

possible. 

If you would like to sign up as altar server, lector, usher or for mu-

sic contact Michael: michael@saintdominic.ca 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

There will be a CWL meeting this Monday, April 

4th at 7:00 pm in PC4—just off the auditorium. 

All Catholic Women’s League members are wel-

come to attend. Light refreshments will be 

served. 

 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 2022 REGISTRATION 

The Wedding Anniversary Mass which would normally have been 

scheduled for June 2022, will not occur this year due to the contin-

ued concerns around Covid-19. We invite you to register your 25, 

40, 50, 60 and 60 plus years of marriage on the Diocesan website at 

hamiltondiocese.com and we will be happy to send you the certifi-

cate you would have received from Bishop Crosby at the Mass. The 

Wedding Anniversary Mass is listed on the home page under 

‘Upcoming Events’. 
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Dominic Tonelli 
238 Cross Ave.   905-842-0042 

carpetwarehouse@bellnet.ca 

  

  DENNIS’ of OAKVILLE 
AUTO SERVICE 

 

Complete Auto Service 
To All Makes and Models 

 

Dennis Ciaccia 
501 Speers Road 905-842-6000 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Terry Cooke—Director 

64 Lakeshore Rd. W. 
905-844-2600 

www.koprivataylor.com 

 
 

  

 
 

    

     

    

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

    Please support our sponsors! 

To Advertise with us, 
please contact the parish 
office: 

    905-827-2373  or 

office@saintdominic.ca 


