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Merry Christmas

Christmas 2021
The Christmas liturgies present to us the Child born as
the Savior of the world. The story of Christmas
becomes meaningful for us only if we read it in the
paradox of its situation (poverty – glory) and apply it
to our time and culture. God is born to us as a helpless
baby, in an utter destitution, in a manger far from all
family and friends, without any assistance, and was
visited only by a few shepherds who were considered
social outcasts. Yet, heavens proclaimed His glory
through innumerous hosts of angels. He is proclaimed
as ‘God with us.’ 

We need Christ to be born in our times. We need a
birth of a savior in our darkened world situation. We
need a resurgence of hope which a tiny star
proclaimed in the distant past at Christ’s birth. We
need a spark of light to rekindle our faith. We need
Christ ever more than before.We need Him to be born
again and again. 

May this Christmas fill us with the love and joy of God.
Let our Christmas Liturgies create within us a new
fervor for faith and make us committed members of
His Kingdom. 

I wish you, all my friends (parishioners), a Merry
Christmas.

-Fr. Ranjan D'Sa OCD.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD - DECEMBER 25, 2021 WWW.SAINTDOMINIC.CA

The earliest Christmas celebrations in Rome, started
around the mid-fourth century AD. These
celebrations had a very strong Christological and
dogmatic character, for the early church was still
fighting the Arian Heresy. By celebrating Christmas –
‘the word becoming flesh’ – the church emphasized
the Incarnation of Christ, the Son of God and the
Savior of the world. 

Today, there are a several feasts connected with the
liturgical celebrations of Christmas. The two octaves
of Christmas include the Feasts of the Holy Family,
Mary Mother of God, Epiphany, and the Baptism of
the Lord. They speak to us of the immense love of
God ‘who sent His only begotten Son’ that we all may
become His true children. The different Masses we
celebrate on Christmas, utilize different readings to
bring out the different aspects of this mystery of
God’s Love. 

Through the narration of the genealogy at the vigil,
Matthew connects Jesus to Abraham and David and to
all the prophecies given in the Old Testament. At the
Midnight Mass, we are invited to contemplate the
mystery of the infinite and indescribable God
becoming a simple baby at Bethlehem – ‘a child is
born to us.’ At the Christmas Day liturgy, John
connects the Incarnation to the entirety of creation by
tying it to before the beginning of time and space.
Now creation is renewed: The light of God is come to
us – “the light shines in the darkness” (Jn 1: 5) - and
John testifies that ‘they have seen His Glory, the glory
as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth’ (Jn
1:14). This light, for John, will free us from death on
the darkest day of Good Friday. 



DEEPER MEANINGS

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which means 'House of
Bread' in Hebrew. After His birth, Jesus was laid in a
manger, a feeding trough. He always intended to be
our eucharist.

"I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my

flesh.” Jn 6:51

"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Emman′u-el, that is God is with

us." Isaiah 7:14

Isaiah wrote this seven hundred years before Christ.

The Nativity

Behold the father is his daughter's son,
The bird that built the nest is hatch'd therein,
The old of years an hour hath not outrun,
Eternal life to live doth now begin,
The word is dumb, the mirth of heaven doth weep,
Might feeble is, and force doth faintly creep.

O dying souls! behold your living spring!
O dazzled eyes! behold your sun of grace!
Dull ears attend what word this word doth bring!
Up, heavy hearts, with joy your joy embrace!
From death, from dark, from deafness, from despairs,
This life, this light, this word, this joy repairs.

Gift better than Himself God doth not know,
Gift better than his God no man can see;
This gift doth here the giver given bestow,
Gift to this gift let each receiver be:
God is my gift, Himself He freely gave me,
God's gift am I, and none but God shall have me.

Man alter'd was by sin from man to beast;
Beast's food is hay, hay is all mortal flesh;
Now God is flesh, and lies in manger press'd,
As hay the brutest sinner to refresh:
Oh happy field wherein this fodder grew,
Whose taste doth us from beasts to men renew!

St. Robert Southwell (1561-1595)

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON! WWW.SAINTDOMINIC.CA

God Will Provide
God spoke to Abraham and asked him to sacrifice his son, Isaac. He did this to test
Abraham — really, to give Abraham an opportunity to have his faith tested.
Abraham knew that if he sacrificed his son, God could bring Isaac back to life. As the
father and son walk up the mountain, Isaac asks his father, “Behold, the fire and the
wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham replies, “God will provide
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” What Isaac didn’t know is that while he
was carrying the wood for the sacrifice on his back, he was going to be the actual
sacrifice.

At the last moment, as Abraham is about to sacrifice his son, God sends an angel to
stop him. Having had the opportunity to put his faith into practice, Abraham instead
sacrifices a ram. After that incident, the place was called ‘The Lord will provide’. The
story is incomplete, though, as there was no lamb. 

Thousands of years later at Bethlehem, shepherds were outside watching their flocks
at night, because it was the breeding time for their sheep. The lambs that would be
born would ultimately be brought to Jerusalem for the Passover sacrifice. As the
shepherds were keeping watch, an angel gave them glorious news that a child was
born — a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. God Himself, provided the lamb — a truly
spotless one; His only Son. Christmas is the beginning of the completion of all God’s
promises. Thirty-three years later, the lamb of God would go willingly up the
mountain, carrying the wood for His Passover sacrifice.
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PARISH LITURGIES 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 26 – JANUARY 2 
 
Tuesday, December 28 
8:30 am   + Gregory Pinto 
 
Wednesday, December 29 
8:30 am   + Teresa Lori & Maria    
                         Piccinini 
 

Thursday, December 30 
8:30 am  + Jose Pinheiro 
     
SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 
Friday, December 31 
 
(NO MORNING MASS – NO ADORATION) 
5:00 pm 
 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 
Saturday, JANUARY 1 
10:00 am 
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 1 
5:00 pm 
 
Sunday, January 2 
9:00 am For our 
11:00 am      parish 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

“May you and your families  
rejoice and be glad in the birth 

of Christ Our Saviour.” 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

As you make your plans to celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Nativity of Christ, please note the date and time 
for celebrations in our parish.  
Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24 
*4:00 pm; *5:45 pm; *7:30 pm; 11:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25 

  8:30 am; 10:15 am; 12:00 pm  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Sunday, December 26 - 9:00 am; 11:00 am 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God  
  Friday, December 31 – 5:00 pm  

Saturday, January 1 – 10:00 am  
Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 1 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 2 – 9:00am; 11:00am 
 

 

 

 

 

*Please note: You must register for the 4:00 pm 
mass by calling the parish office. For the 5:45 
pm and the 7:30 pm Christmas Eve liturgies you 
must register on-line to reserve your seat. 
 

 
Parish Office Hours for Christmas 

December 24th, 2021 – 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
December 28th, 2021 – Closed 
December 29 & 30th, 2021 – 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
December 31st, 2021 – 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
January 4 & 5th, 2022 - Closed 

https://saintdominicoakville.eventbrite.com/
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SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES  
Sunday offering envelopes for 2022 are available in 
the Parish Centre for all who are currently using 
envelopes. As we approach a new fiscal in January, 
we ought to consider our individual and collective 
responsibility for the upkeep in our parish facilities, 
the support of our parish staff and the promotion of 
God’s reign through the many education outreach 
activities of our parish. Parishioners who are not 
currently using envelopes but wish to do so, please 
contact the parish secretary during office hours. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED  
The Oakville Food Bank is especially in need of food 
donations to assist clients effected by recent 
lockdowns.    Items most needed are posted on Food 
Share’s website at: 
https://oakvillefoodbank.com/needed-items 
These included dry cereals, chunky soup;/stew, 
canned meat, fish and fruit, nutritious kids’ snacks, 
baby formula, beans, pasta, pasta sauce, soups and 
baby items.  
Donations of non-perishable foods may be left in the 
Food Box in the Parish Centre. These items are 
delivered weekly to the Food Bank  
 

“A child has been born for us, a 
 son given to us.” 

 

Christmas Midnight Mass 
Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King, 

His Excellency, Bishop Douglas Crosby, OMI, will 
celebrate Midnight Mass on December 25, 2021. The 
Mass will be preceded by Carols at 11:30 pm on 
December 24. The Carols and the Mass will be shown 
live on Salt+Light Television and CHCH-TV. 
Admittance to the Cathedral for Midnight Mass is by 
ticket only – a limited number of tickets are still 
available by contacting the Cathedral at (905) 522-
5744.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS TABLE BLESSING 
Leader: The Word became flesh, Alleluia! 

All: And dwelt among us Alleluia!  
 

Leader: Lord Jesus 
In the peace of the season our spirits rejoice: 

with the animals and the angels, 
with the shepherds and the stars, 

with Mary and Joseph 
we sing God’s praise! 

 
By your coming among us 

May the hungry be filled with good things 
and may our table and our home be blessed 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

All: And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
 

RESTART: A SEPARATION AND DIVORCE 
RECOVERY PROGRAM 

Feeling the need for support, healing and/or hope 
after a separation or divorce? The Diocesan ReStart 
Programs support your journey, providing you with 
tools to remain healthy. While the program has not 
been able to run due to COVID restrictions, we will be 
offering an evening session by zoom on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14th: Coping with Christmas When Divorced or 
Separated. To register or see the dates for future 
courses, please check the information online: 
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-
ministry/divorce-separation.php For more 
information contact Teresa at the Family Ministry 
Office: (905) 528-7988, ext. 2250.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

ACCOMPANIST NEEDED 
We are in need of an accompanist for the 
9:00 am Mass. If you are interested, please 
contact the parish office. 
 
 

Saint Dominic Sanctuary lamp will 
be lit this week for: 

 
Rachelle 

 

https://oakvillefoodbank.com/needed-items
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-ministry/divorce-separation.php
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-ministry/divorce-separation.php
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiF8OzKz5rfAhVF1IMKHRqLCWcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://hddfhm.com/clip-art/the-solemnity-of-mary-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2OmIa5y38Pa9AtGyAMShTU&ust=1544715340916869
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DECEMBER 26, 2021 – HOMILY THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 
 

Merry Christmas. We continue our celebration of the birth of Jesus but today we focus on the Holy Family 
and hear this famous story of the 12-year-old Jesus getting left behind in Jerusalem. He stayed for three days 
in the Temple where he tried to teach the religious officials — always a dangerous and difficult undertaking! 
I want to reflect with you on his question to his mother: “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?” Luke writes that they did not understand what he was talking about, 
and I think we probably don’t either.  
 
The first thing we notice in his question is that Jesus is completely focused on God and lives his life first and 
foremost in relationship to God his Father. That’s what Jesus does throughout his whole life, from 12 years 
old to thirty-three years old when he is in the Garden of Gethsemane, to when he dies on the cross and 
surrenders himself to God. He lives completely for God. That is our vocation as well. We are called to live our 
lives first and foremost in relationship to God, to focus our hearts and energies on God, and to place God first 
in our lives, so that when we die, we will surrender ourselves to our beloved God. 
 
Second, we notice that Jesus says he must be in God’s house, or as the older translations used to say, “To be 
about God’s business.” His loyalty and allegiance is to God’s house and God’s business and God. Jesus will not 
serve any other house or do anyone else’s business or worship any other false god. He is loyal to God and 
God’s work and God’s house. This is another clue about our vocations. We too must try to be in God’s house, 
to be about God’s business, to be loyal to God first and foremost. But this is hard because most people in the 
world are not loyal to God or God’s house. So, we can ask ourselves: how can we be in God’s house and do 
God’s work and be ever more faithful to God? Whose house do we want to be in? Whose work are we doing? 
What work does God want us to do? 
 
Finally, Luke writes that Jesus went back to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph and grew in grace and wisdom 
and age until he was ready to be baptized and proclaim God’s reign and walk the way of the cross. This 
suggests to me that we too have to grow in grace and wisdom that we have to move from a childish faith — 
the faith of a five- or ten-year-old — to a mature adult Christian faith. Jesus had to grow in grace and 
wisdom and so do we. And the journey of faith took him to places he never imagined — from the desert with 
John the Baptist to the Sea of Galilee with the fishermen, and eventually to Jerusalem and the Temple and his 
trial and crucifixion.  
 
I grew up thinking that the journey of faith would get easier as I grew older, but now I realize that the Gospel 
is trying to tell us that the journey of faith gets harder as we grow older because if we’re really following 
Jesus, we will be led to the cross. That’s why so many people live with the same faith they had when they 
were twelve. This is not a mature faith, and it is why some people abandon their faith altogether. I think the 
Gospel says we all have to grow up, not just physically and emotionally, but spiritually as well. We have to 
give our lives more and more to God and follow Jesus by doing God’s work and seeking God’s house and 
God’s will and God’s way of love. This is a hard lesson, but if we dare grow up spiritually, we will no longer 
be just children, but the mature, beloved sons and daughters of God.  

 
I think this is what we are all trying to do--by saying our prayers, reading the Gospels, receiving the 
sacraments, loving one another, and seeking God’s reign of love and peace on earth. Today the Gospel invites 
us to grow up with Jesus, and to be about God’s house and God’s work. We are called to live in relationship 
with God and to be loyal to God and to do God’s will no matter what anyone else says — no matter what the 
world proclaims — so that over time, we really feel at home in God’s house and become God’s beloved sons 
and daughters. 
 

-Deacon Terry Murphy 

 
 



      Saint Dominic Parish Newsletter / Bulletin    
 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH – DECEMBER 26, 2021  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE  
CHRISTMAS BONANZA 
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
By Baptism we are God's holy family. Pray today for 
the grace to live faithfully your vocation as a single, 
married, ordained, or consecrated person. If God is 
calling you to be a priest, religious or deacon contact 
Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director of Vocations and 
Priestly Formation, Diocese of Hamilton (905-528-
7988). Email vocations@hamiltondiocese.com   
www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/  
 
 

HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 
Monday, December 27 Very Rev. Msgr. 

Murray Kroetsch 

Tuesday, December 28 Rev. Francisco Cruz 

Wednesday, December 
29 

Sisters of St. Anne (S.S.A.) 

Thursday, December 30 Rev. Adam Wroblewicz, 
C.R. 

Friday December 31 Rev. Melvin Pinto, O.C.D. 

 
UNIVERISTY CHAPLAINCY IN THE 

 DIOCESE OF HAMILTON 

The Office for Evangelization and Catechesis has 
produced a video showcasing the wonderful 
ministry of our Diocesan University Chaplaincy 
Centres. Do share this video with a young person in 
your life who may be preparing for post-secondary 
education, or someone who is looking for a faith 
community on campus within the Diocese. Special 
thanks to the Priests Chaplains, campus ministers 
and students who helped make this project possible. 
To view the video, visit:  
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelizatio

n-catechesis/young-adult-ministry.  

 
PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH 

Parenting Tip 135 - The excitement of Christmas 
begins to build even before Halloween. Children are 
targeted with ads and commercials to ask Santa for 
the latest toys, electronic device or game. As parents 
we love to see the anticipation, but our task is a 
greater one – it is to keep the reason for Christmas 
at the forefront of our children’s minds and 
understanding. Are they as excited about the 
coming of Christ and it’s meaning for all people? Do 
they have a sense that long after every gift they 
desire from Santa is gone, the truths, love, care, 
compassion, guidance and stability from God will 

live on to help each of us to live and, ultimately, 
receive the gift of eternity? The true gift of 
Christmas should never be the last one we think of, 
or getting excited about, since it is indeed the most 
valuable. Advent is the perfect time to daily bring all 
of this to light! 
 

  
 

• The newsletter is posted weekly on our website 

• It also can be delivered directly to your personal email – please sign 
up for this service at saintdominic.ca/newsletter  

• Please email submissions, requests and/or suggestions to: 
office@saintdominic.ca 

  
SAINT DOMINIC PARISH 
2415 Rebecca Street, Oakville, ON L6L 2B1 
Telephone: 905 827 2373   Fax: 905 827 6055 

Website       saintdominic.ca 

Pastor:   Reverend Ranjan D’Sa  rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com 
Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister:  Michael Aguiar 
                     michael@saintdominic.ca 
Deacon:    Rev. Mr. Terry Murphy 
Parish Accountant:  Brian Thornton 
Secretary:     Mary Evans 
Custodian:     Peter Coffey 
Sacristan:     Judi Kingry 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.-noon; 1-4 p.m. 

              
Sacrament of Baptism The sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated 
once monthly after the 11 a.m. Mass. Preparation is provided. Kindly 
contact the Parish Office at least two months before the desired date. 

Sacrament of Marriage Please contact the parish office one year before 
the desired date. 
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http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelization-catechesis/young-adult-ministry
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