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PARISH LITURGIES 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 12 – DECEMBER 18 
 
Tuesday, December 14 
8:30 am   + Bert Costello 
 
Wednesday, December 15 
8:30 am   + Monika Lim 
 

Thursday, December 16 
8:30 am  + Theresa Hudson 
     
Friday, December 17 
8:30 am   + Guido Bardaro  
9:00 – 10:00 am    Adoration 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Saturday, December 18 
3:30 pm –  Reconciliation 
5:00 pm –   + Maria & Jose Gomes 
   + Maria & Manuel Silva 
   + Jerry Bennett 
   + McKenna Family 
   + Garvey Family 
   + Manuel Freitas 
   + Marcia de Ramos 
   + Jose Silveira 
   + Jose Pinheiro 
   + Elmer Hughes 
   + Frank Suklje 
   + Tony Jelenec 
       
Sunday, December 19 
9:00 am For our 
11:00 am       parish 
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is 
called the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is pink because 
rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of 
Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind 
us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth 
of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have 
reached the midpoint of Advent. 

 
The Saint Dominic Sanctuary Lamp is lit this 

week in thanksgiving for the  
Attong Family  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

 
As you make your plans to celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Nativity of Christ, please note the date and time 
for celebrations in our parish.  
 
Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24 
*4:00 pm; *5:45 pm; *7:30 pm; 11:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25 

  8:30 am;  10:15 am;  12:00 pm  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Sunday, December 26 - 9:00 am; 11:00 am 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God  
  Friday, December 31 – 5:00 pm  

Saturday, January 1 – 10:00 am  
Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 1 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 2 – 9:00 am; 11:00 am 
 
 

*Please note: You must register for the 4:00 pm 
mass by calling the parish office. For the 5:45 
pm and the 7:30 pm Christmas Eve liturgies, 
you must register on-line to reserve your seat. 
 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjavYu_qYnfAhVqooMKHZ8iC84QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/thirdweek.html&psig=AOvVaw3SE7kCXQ2hzyS95jzJwTA-&ust=1544121090844957
https://saintdominicoakville.eventbrite.com/
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3rd Sunday of Advent – Reflection – December 12, 2021  
 

“What then should we do?” (Lk 3:10) 
 

This was the question asked by people of different professions after listening to John the Baptist’s 
call for repentance and change. John’s response to these queries was straightforward. He asked them 
to be morally good – avoid injustice, stop oppressing others and share whatever extra with the 
needy. These are the attitudes that every Christian should put on as one awaits the coming of Christ. 
These are the attitudes of a person who has experienced a real joy in Christ.  
 

For Jesus, the true joy is an expression of total dependence on God. Later, Jesus will demand more 
from His disciples. “To anyone who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic” (Lk 6: 29). Joy 
is a part of realizing that we are all children of God, created by God with utmost love. Joy is also an 
outcome of totally giving oneself to God and for the good of each other.  
 

 
 

Today’s liturgy is a call for this unending joy. How can we be joyful when the ground under our feet 
is shifting? We are divided into a thousand different groups. Immorality is not only promoted, but 
accepted as a right way of living. People are indoctrinated to accept and support evil ways; cancel 
out the Word of God and all who believe in it.  
 

The first reading is from the prophet Zephaniah. He was living at a time when corruption and 
immorality were at their peak in Jerusalem. Kings, priests, judges, officials and all the elite of society 
were corrupt; people had abandoned the faith and the poor were exploited. What is the prophet’s 
response? He starts by prophesizing the day of darkness and reckoning (Zeph. 1: 15-16). Then 
suddenly, he calls the faithful to rejoice because their faithfulness will be rewarded.  
 

God does not hate people, He hates sin. God gives plenty of opportunity for His people to repent and 
come back to Him. This is the reason for rejoicing. Advent is all about looking forward to that time 
of God’s grace, when He gives us an opportunity to get back to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
Zephaniah knew well that in those darkest moments of our lives, God’s love prevails.  
 

– Fr. Ranjan D’Sa OCD 
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RECONCILIATION IN ADVENT  

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available 
during the Season of Advent every Saturday 
afternoon from 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, beginning 
December 4th until December 18th. 
 

 
SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Sunday offering envelopes for 2022 are available in 
the Parish Centre for all who are currently using 
envelopes. As we approach a new fiscal year in 
January, we ought to consider our individual and 
collective responsibility for the upkeep of our parish 
facilities, the support of our parish staff and the 
promotion of God’s reign through the many 
education outreach activities of our parish. 
Parishioners who are not currently using envelopes 
but wish to do so, please contact the parish secretary 
during office hours. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CONQUEST & CHALLENGE 
The St. Dominic Conquest and Challenge club’s next 
meeting will be on Thursday, December 16th from 
6:30 – 8:00 pm in the Parish Hall. If you wish to 
register your children, please visit 
www.saintdominic.ca/youth or contact our Youth 
Minister at the parish office. 

 

 

“The Lord is close at hand.” 
 

St. Dominic Youth Ministry 
Christmas Bonanza 

 

 
This year’s Christmas Bonanza is on December 22 at 
6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. All youth are welcome for 
an evening of prayer, games, crafts, and fun! No 
registration required, masks and necessary 
pandemic protocols will be followed.  

 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX - MISSION WALK 

There will be an additional opportunity to 
participate in the Shoebox Campaign Mission Walk on 
Sunday December 19 after the 11:00 am Mass. The 
group will be travelling to Toronto to minister and 
handout gift boxes to the homeless on the streets. For 
more details, please contact Michael at the Parish 
Office to register. 
 

THE MYSTERY OF DIVINE LOVE 

 
A program of Catholic Education offered in our 
parish Wednesdays until December 15th, from 
7:00pm – 8:00pm in the auditorium. This is a six-
session program designed to help individuals gain a 
deeper understanding of what it truly means to love. 
Click here for more details. 

 
 

ACCOMPANIST NEEDED 
We are in need of an accompanist for the 
9:00 am Mass. If you are interested, please 
contact the parish office. 
 

http://www.saintdominic.ca/youth
https://saintdominic.ca/faith-formation
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Christmas Angel Program 

 
 
Once again, this Christmas we will be holding our 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL program at Saint Dominic 
Parish. Recently, I received a note with the following 
statement from our local senior’s residence: 

 
“I am writing in hopes we can start up the 
Angel Tree program again this year. Have you 
given it much thought? We have some seniors 
that have had a very rough go over the last 1.5 
years and something like this program will 
bring them such joy. Many of these people do 
not have any family and this is their only gift. 

 
Please choose a card with the wish on the back,  
purchase the item, gift wrap, attach the card to the 
gift, and return the gift to the Narthex by December 
19th. Thank you so much for stepping up and God 
bless. 

 
Christmas Midnight Mass 

Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King, 
His Excellency, Bishop Douglas Crosby OMI, will 
celebrate Midnight Mass on December 25, 2021, 
at 12:00 am. The Mass will be preceded by Carols 
at 11:30 pm. The Carols and Mass will be shown 
live on Salt+Light Television and CHCH-TV. 
Admittance to the Cathedral for Midnight Mass 
is by ticket only – a limited number of tickets are 
still available by contacting the Cathedral at 
(905) 522-5744.  

 
“The Lord will rejoice over  

you with gladness.” 
 

 

HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 
Monday, December 13 Rev. Sam Restivo C.R. 

Tuesday, December 14 Rev. David Perrin 

Wednesday, December 15 Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer (C.Ss. R.) 

Thursday, December 16 Rev. Robert Bulbrook 

Friday December 17 Rev. Timothy Higgins 

Saturday, December 18 Rev. Lawrence Parent 

 
SYNOD 2021–2023 FOR  

SYNODAL CHURCH 
St. Dominic Parish will be conducting another small 
group discussion in effort to reflect on the questions 
and topics suggested by the Diocese of Hamilton in 
participation for the 2021-2023 Synod for a Synodal 
Church. Parishioners are still encouraged to 
participate by completing the survey provided by the 
Diocese of Hamilton by visiting:  
https://hamiltondiocese.com/synod  
If you are still interested in taking part in this small 
group discussion, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

VOCATIONS 
Could God be calling you to be a priest, deacon, 
brother, or sister and announce the Good News to His 
People as John the Baptist did? Contact Bishop 
Wayne Lobsinger, Director of Vocations and Priestly 
Formation, Diocese of Hamilton (905-528-7988). 
Email vocations@hamiltondiocese.com     
www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/  
 

 

UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY IN THE 
 DIOCESE OF HAMILTON 

The Office for Evangelization and Catechesis has 
produced a video showcasing the wonderful 
ministry of our Diocesan University Chaplaincy 
Centres. Please share this video with a young 
person in your life who may be preparing for post-
secondary education, or someone who is looking for 
a faith community on campus within the Diocese. 
Special thanks to the priests, chaplains, campus 
ministers and students who helped make this 
project possible. To view the video, visit:  
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelizatio
n-catechesis/young-adult-ministry.  

 
 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/synod
mailto:vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelization-catechesis/young-adult-ministry
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelization-catechesis/young-adult-ministry
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PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH 

Parenting Tip 135 - The excitement of Christmas 
begins to build even before Halloween. Children are 
targeted with ads and commercials to ask Santa for 
the latest toys, electronic device or game. As 
parents, we love to see the anticipation but our task 
is a greater one – it is to keep the reason for 
Christmas at the forefront of our children’s minds 
and understanding. Are they as excited about the 
coming of Christ and it’s meaning for all people? Do 
they have a sense that long after every gift they 
desire from Santa is gone, the truths, love, care, 
compassion, guidance and stability from God will 
live on to help each of us to live and, ultimately, 
receive the gift of eternity? The true gift of 
Christmas should never be the last one we think of, 
or get excited about, since it is indeed the most 
valuable. Advent is the perfect time to daily bring all 
of this to light! 
 
 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 
 HAMILTON DIOCESAN SPEAKER SERIES 

 
The kickoff to the Diocesan speaker series, meant to 
celebrate the year, will be in January, with a special 
three-part presentation by Bishop Lobsinger, with 
input from the Pastoral Offices staff. The evening 
sessions will be held from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on Jan. 
12th, 19th and 26th, and will unpack the great 
wisdom in Amoris Laetitia: The Joy of Love in 
Families and Church. The presentations, via Zoom, 
are meant to engage all members of the Diocese in 
looking at both the challenges and blessings of 
families in the world today. Check the Diocesan 
website at 
https://amorislaetitia.hamiltondiocese.com/ for 
more information about both the year and the 
Diocesan Speaker Series. Online registration will be 
necessary to receive the link, where you can join in 
by phone or internet. For more information, contact 
Teresa Hartnett at thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com, 
or 905-528-7988 ext. 2250. 
 
 

“Shout aloud and sing for 
joy; great in your midst is 
the Holy One of Israel. “ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

• The newsletter is posted weekly on our website 

• It also can be delivered directly to your personal email – please sign 
up for this service at saintdominic.ca/newsletter  

• Please email submissions, requests and/or suggestions to: 
office@saintdominic.ca 

  
SAINT DOMINIC PARISH 
2415 Rebecca Street, Oakville, ON L6L 2B1 
Telephone: 905 827 2373   Fax: 905 827 6055 

Website       saintdominic.ca 

Pastor:   Reverend Ranjan D’Sa  rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com 
Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister:  Michael Aguiar 
                    michael@saintdominic.ca 
Deacon:    Rev. Mr. Terry Murphy 
Parish Accountant:  Brian Thornton 
Secretary:     Mary Evans 
Custodian:     Peter Coffey 
Sacristan:     Judi Kingry 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - noon; 1 - 4 p.m. 

              
Sacrament of Baptism The sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated 
once monthly after the 11 a.m. Mass. Preparation is provided. Kindly 
contact the Parish Office at least two months before the desired date. 

Sacrament of Marriage Please contact the parish office one year before 
the desired date. 
 

https://amorislaetitia.hamiltondiocese.com/
mailto:thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com
https://saintdominic.ca/newsletter
mailto:office@saintdominic.ca
https://www.saintdominic.ca/
mailto:rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com
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