
 

 

 
ENVIRONMENT & AIR QUALITY WORKING GROUP 

10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

August 26, 2020 MEETING 

 
PARTICIPANTS: 

● Working Group Co-Chair- Scott Baird, Executive Director, Utah Department of 
Environmental Quality 

● Working Group Co-Chair- Kerry Kelly,  
● John Mackey, Assistant Director, Utah Division of Water Quality 
● Candice Hasenyager- Deputy Director, Utah Division of Water Resources 
● Alan Matheson, Executive Director, The Point 
● Muriel Xochimitl, President, X-Factor Strategic Communications 
● Thom Carter, Executive Director, UCAIR 
● Glade Sowards, Policy Analyst, Utah Division of Air Quality 
● Kerry Case, Chief Sustainability Officer, University of Utah 
● Sarah Wright, Executive Director, Utah Clean Energy 
● Bryson Garbett, Garbett Homes 
● Scott Williams, Heal Utah 
● Moriah Jackson,  
● Sarah Wright, Executive Director, Utah Clean Energy 

 
MEETING NOTES: 

● Co-Chair Director Baird welcomed participants to the meeting. 

● Director Matheson provided a high-level recap of the key priorities identified by the 
working group during the July meeting: 

○ Serve the site and surrounding region with high-quality transit and a robust active 
transportation infrastructure that strives for car-less, walkable, multi-use, 
transit-oriented development. 

○ Include an ambitious trail, park, and open space system that serves as a 
recreation hub. 

○ Ensure development promotes equity and affordability.  

○ Pursue site-wide sustainability best practices (eg., microgrid, direct-use 
geothermal, Type 1 reuse water from on-site or regional WWTP facilities, Tier 4 
engines in construction equipment). 
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○ Consider partnering with entities such as University of Utah Energy Assessment 
Center, Rocky Mountain Power, etc. to identify energy-saving opportunities. 

 

 

○ Articulate what should NOT go on the site (i.e., uses that unnecessarily 
contribute to air pollution). 

○ Pursue energy efficiency and health by requiring buildings to meet efficiency and 
wellness standards (eg., DOE Net Zero Energy Ready, LEED, WELL, DOE 
Home Energy Rating System (HERS) disclosure, and/or Living Building 
Challenge). 

○ Implement water conservation and water quality standards (eg., Jordan Valley 
Water Conservancy District’s “Local Scape” program, low-impact development). 

○ Promote on-site electric vehicle use by incorporating vehicle charging 
infrastructure into the development and making buildings EV-ready.  

● Steve Kellenberg, The Point Planning Coordinator, introduced himself 
○ Steve provided an overview of the planning process 

■ August 2020- Developing candidate list for RFQ process 
■ September 2020- Anticipated issuing RFQ 
■ October 2020- 

● Short-list consultant teams who will be invited to propose on an 
RFP 

● Issue RFP 
■ November- Vision competition 

● Consultants will bring proposals showcasing proposed vision for 
the site 

■ December- consultant team selection 
■ January- Site evaluation, opportunities and constraints 
■ February & March- Conceptualize development alternatives 
■ April & May- Framework plan refinement 
■ June- Guidelines and documentation  

○ Working groups will provide 4-6 key concepts that will provide overarching 
guidance for master planning process 

● The group had an open discussion regarding Steve’s background and state-of-the-art 
modeling tools that he helped to create.  

○ Are there metrics for sustainable cities?  
● Director Matheson provided a visual overview of the next steps.  

○ He explained that The Point is looking for 2-3 key priority concepts from the 
stakeholder working group at this meeting.  
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● The group had an open discussion regarding the key concept prioritization results:  
○ One working group member asked that critical habitat preservation be included in 

the priorities. Director Matheson explained that initial site surveys did not identify 
any critical habitat on the site.  

○ Another working group member asked that fugitive dust mitigate also be included 
as a priority.  

○ The group discussed the approach to prioritizing key concepts. They decided on 
a “3-bucket” approach with an overarching priority of sustainability. The 3 buckets 
included: 

■ Reduce Emissions and Pollution 
● reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
● reducing particulate matter 

■ Preserve Resources 
● water conservation 
● energy conservation 
● habitat preservation 

■ Enhance Community & Livability  
● open space 
● trails 
● recreation 
● housing affordability 
● urban planning 

○ The groups divided themselves into three subgroups that will further refine these 
categories. 

● Muriel Xochimitl provided an overview of the public rollout of The Point, including the 
following:  

○ Invited working group members to the press conference scheduled for Monday, 
September 14 at 9 a.m. at the Utah Correctional Facility.  

○ Provided a preview of the website and social channels.  
○ Showed The Point video that explains the project.  

● The Co-Chairs thanked working group members for their participation and concluded 
the meeting. 
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