
Biblical Sources 
Mt. 5: 1-15 
When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples 

came to him. He began to teach them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the clean of 
heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against 
you (falsely) because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Thus 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. "You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses 
its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor 
do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lamp-stand, where it gives 
light to all in the house. 
 
Mt. 10: 1-8 

Then he summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to drive 
them out and to cure every disease and every illness. The names of the twelve apostles are these: 
first, Simon called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 
Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddeus; Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot who betrayed him. Jesus sent out these 
twelve after instructing them thus, "Do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town. Go 
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, make this proclamation: 'The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.' Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost 
you have received; without cost you are to give. 

 
Mt. 28: 18-20 

Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." 
 
Jn. 1: 32-34 

John testified further, saying, "I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky and remain 
upon him. I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'On 
whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the holy 
Spirit.' Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God." 
 
Jn. 15: 17-27 

This I command you: love one another. "If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first. If 
you belonged to the world, the world would love its own; but because you do not belong to the 
world, and I have chosen you out of the world, the world hates you. Remember the word I spoke 



to you, 'No slave is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If 
they kept my word, they will also keep yours. And they will do all these things to you on account 
of my name, because they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would have no sin; but as it is they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me also hates 
my Father. If I had not done works among them that no one else ever did, they would not have sin; 
but as it is, they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But in order that the word written in 
their law might be fulfilled, 'They hated me without cause.' "When the Advocate comes whom I 
will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that proceeds from the Father, he will testify to 
me. And you also testify, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
Jn. 17: 14-21 

I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any 
more than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep 
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. 
Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent them 
into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth. "I 
pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they 
may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world 
may believe that you sent me. 
 
Jn. 19: 31-37 

Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the 
sabbath, for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 
be broken and they be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of 
the other one who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was 
already dead, they did not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and 
immediately blood and water flowed out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he 
knows that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may (come to) believe. For this happened so 
that the scripture passage might be fulfilled: "Not a bone of it will be broken." And again another 
passage says: "They will look upon him whom they have pierced." 
 
1 Pet. 3: 8-16 

Finally, all of you, be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one another, compassionate, 
humble. Do not return evil for evil, or insult for insult; but, on the contrary, a blessing, because to 
this you were called, that you might inherit a blessing. For: "Whoever would love life and see good 
days must keep the tongue from evil and the lips from speaking deceit, must turn from evil and do 
good, seek peace and follow after it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears 
turned to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against evildoers." Now who is going to harm 
you if you are enthusiastic for what is good? But even if you should suffer because of 
righteousness, blessed are you. Do not be afraid or terrified with fear of them, but sanctify Christ 
as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to 
shame. 

 



1 Jn. 5: 1-12. 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, and everyone who loves 

the father loves (also) the one begotten by him. In this way we know that we love the children of 
God when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is begotten by God 
conquers the world. And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. Who (indeed) is the victor 
over the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came 
through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit is 
the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth. So there are three that testify, the Spirit, the water, and 
the blood, and the three are of one accord. If we accept human testimony, the testimony of God is 
surely greater. Now the testimony of God is this, that he has testified on behalf of his Son. Whoever 
believes in the Son of God has this testimony within himself. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him a liar by not believing the testimony God has given about his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever possesses the Son has life; 
whoever does not possess the Son of God does not have life. 
 
Rev. 12: 10-18 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have salvation and power come, and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Anointed. For the accuser of our brothers is cast out, 
who accuses them before our God day and night. They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony; love for life did not deter them from death. Therefore, rejoice, 
you heavens, and you who dwell in them. But woe to you, earth and sea, for the Devil has come 
down to you in great fury, for he knows he has but a short time." When the dragon saw that it had 
been thrown down to the earth, it pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. But 
the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly to her place in the 
desert, where, far from the serpent, she was taken care of for a year, two years, and a half-year. 
The serpent, however, spewed a torrent of water out of his mouth after the woman to sweep her 
away with the current. But the earth helped the woman and opened its mouth and swallowed the 
flood that the dragon spewed out of its mouth. Then the dragon became angry with the woman and 
went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring, those who keep God's commandments and 
bear witness to Jesus. It took its position on the sand of the sea. 
 


