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Aldus Society Meetings
Regular meetings of the Aldus Society are held at 7:30 p.m. on the second !ursday of the month between September and May.

Meetings are held at !urber Center, 91 Je"erson Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. Socializing at 7:00 p.m.
Free parking behind !urber House and at State Auto rear parking lot (between 11th St. and Washington)
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 We Aldines do love to discuss books, and this 
January provides the program for us to do just that. 
 “Aldus Collects” will be presented January 
10th, and once again we have another !ne lineup of 
members ready to share their enthusiasm with us: 
 

  Tony Clark’s topic is “Unbooking: A New 
Beginning”, about the past year of reducing his 
collection and what to keep and what to discard, an 
unusual direction of collecting…or un-collecting. 

  Tony San!llipo has been told by Ryan that 
now it’s his turn to be a presenter, since Ryan spoke last 
year. Tony’s title will be “"e Book "at Started It All”.  
He’ll be discussing his collection of books produced by

  the Whitman Publishing Company 
of Racine Wisconsin, as well as his early 
interest in licensing intellectual property.

  To follow up on her recent articles in the 
Aldus Notes on “Collecting 101”, Miriam Kahn 
will discuss books about book collecting—books 
that describe and de!ne all those mysterious terms 
you see in catalogs and in books about bookselling.  

  Craig Speece will present “When I Realized 
I Was a Collector”, or, “"e Collector Within”.  

  And !nally, Margo "acker is going to talk 
about “From a Distant Mirror to an Acre of Death”, a 
journey from the middle ages through pandemics to a 
body farm. Whew! When she agreed to present this topic, 
she told me, “I have a whole shelf of death at home!”  
 

 We’re always looking for future presenters, so if our 
program inspires you, let me know and we’ll put you up on the 
stage next year. Otherwise, in the coming year, I’ll be like Santa 
Claus, coming down your electronic chimneys to deliver imaginary 
cookies and an arm-twisting request for you to strut your stu#!
 "e Social Half-Hour begins at 7:00, and we continue 
socializing in the “Aldus Collects” way at 7:30.  See you there
and then!

)HEUXDU\����������
´/LQFROQ��7KH�2KLR�&RQQHFWLRQµ
3UHVHQWHG�%\�3KLO�6WLWFKHU

 In 1863, Abraham Lincoln was reported as saying 
“Glory to God in the Highest. Ohio has saved the Nation.” 
Phil Stichter, a local Lincoln historian, will discuss the events 
underlying this statement. In addition, he will speak of other 
signi!cant events in this state and will portray the people from 
Ohio who helped Lincoln save the nation, be they on the 
battleground, in his cabinet, in the statehouse, in Congress, in 
the press, on the United States Supreme Court, in Columbus, or 
across the seas. Phil will discuss why the statement about Ohio 
was appropriate throughout Lincoln’s presidency, and comment 
on those Ohioans who helped lift Lincoln’s spirits during his 
grueling experience as President and on the farewell given him 
on April 29, 1865 in Columbus. As part of his presentation, 
Phil will bring items from his Lincoln collection for display.
 As a collector, early on in his interest in Lincoln, Phil was 
fortunate to become friends with Ralph Newman, a bookman 

Continued on page 3...
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Dear Aldus Friends,

 It has been an exciting and busy year for me, having taken on the 
role as president, and I would like to share some thoughts as we begin a
new year.
 First of all, let me say thank you to everyone who donated books, artwork, wine 
and more books to our silent auction this year. Also, a huge thank you to all who 
helped with the gathering, sorting, cataloging for the auction and setting up for the 
Aldus holiday dinner event. "is much-anticipated annual event was, as usual, a joyous 
occasion with food, fun and fellowship.
 At the dinner it was my honor and pleasure to present the Carol Logue Award to 
long time member Bill Rich. For years, Bill and Bea hosted the summer picnics at their 
house, and Bill shared his incredible collections throughout just about every room in 
the house. Bill has also been actively involved with our programs over the years, both 
as a speaker and someone who can always be counted on for thoughtful questions and 
discussion. I think it is fair to say that he is usually considered the ‘expert in the room’ 
when it comes to book collecting! "anks also to Lois Smith for chairing the award 
committee this year.
 Unfortunately, Bill had not yet recovered from a recent medical procedure, and was 
unable to attend the dinner.  Bill was later surprised and humbled to hear he had won 
the award, which will now be presented at the “Aldus Collects” program on January 10.
 Finally, it is with bittersweet emotions that I express my deepest appreciation for 
our Newsletter editor, Miriam Kahn. After many years of providing the Society with a 
remarkable newsletter, Miriam has decided to move on to other interests and projects, 
and is stepping down as the editor. I wish her all of the joy and success she deserves in 
her years to come.
 So, as we all look forward to our upcoming monthly programs, let me !nish by 
wishing everyone a happy and healthy New Year!

Sincerely,

 Harry Campbell

Attribution-ShareAlike CC BY-SA

 In this issue, Aldines will !nd a variety of articles about books and book awards. 
We have wonderful lineup of pieces about books by Don Rice, George Cowmeadow 
Bauman, and Matthew Schweitzer. Geo#rey Smith dug his teeth into a book 
examining the collections at the Boston Athenaeum.
 As you peruse this issue, you’ll !nd a number of short pieces about Book Awards 
from our fellow Columbus Bibliophilic organizations, particularly one by Jim Tootle 
about the "urber Prize and another about the Ohioana Awards. Catherine Mehrl 
Bennett contributed a piece about the Lady Aldine Luncheons, a quarterly get-
together and informal discussion about, what else, books.
 As you’ve read in the President’s Letter, I have, after much thought and internal 
debate, decided to step down as newsletter editor. It’s time for me to focus my energies 
on other types of writing and lots more reading. I am looking forward to sitting back 
and relaxing at our meetings and savoring the excitement of listening to excellent 
speakers.
 "ank you to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter and made its 
production a joy.

 Best wishes, Miriam

(GLWRU·V�1RWH
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and founder of the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop in Chicago. 
Ralph encouraged him to narrow his focus when doing research 
on Lincoln and in collecting. Living in Columbus and learning 
that the Lincoln Douglas Debates were !rst published here, 
Phil’s search objectives crystallized. And he was delighted 
when he discovered at an auction a !rst edition of the Debates 
given to Lincoln by the Columbus publishers! Attending a 
Civil War show and much to his surprise, he found a special 
letter dated April 15, 1861 from Governor William Dennison 
to Lincoln asking how many men from Ohio should he send 
in response to Lincoln’s call for 75,000 militia men from the 
states. [Lincoln replied “"irteen Regiments.”] And there is 
eBay where he saw a printed “Special Time Schedule for the 
train conveying the Remains of Abraham Lincoln...” from 
Cleveland to Columbus on April 29, 1865. It also contained 
the times of day the train would reach twenty-two towns in 
route. For Phil, there is a profound sense of gratitude to collect 
and to preserve a part of our country’s unique and historic past! 

 Phil was born and raised in Toledo, Ohio. His parents 
were both graduates of "e Ohio State University, including its 
College of Law. Like their father, he and his three brothers all 
became lawyers. Phil graduated from Northwestern University 
with a history major, received his commission as an o$cer in 
the U.S. Navy, and married Valerie Groves, all events taking 
place in the same week in June 1960. ("ey celebrated their 
58th wedding anniversary in 2018 and have three sons and 
six grandchildren.) After three years of active duty and then 
three years at Harvard Law School, he and Valerie moved 
to Columbus where he joined the law !rm of  Vorys, Sater, 
Seymour & Pease and practiced there for many years. He served 
as an Assistant Superintendent of Insurance for the State of Ohio 
and later as the Executive Director of "e Gri$th Foundation 
for Insurance Education, which was a$liated with OSU. Phil’s 
avocation is researching Lincoln’s connections with Ohio and 
its people and making presentations before county historical 
societies and similar organizations. As a recent member, he looks 
forward to participating in the activities of the Aldus Society.

0DUFK� ���� ������ (ULF� -RKQVRQ�
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 "e Ohio State University’s Rare Books & 
Manuscripts Library (RBML) is home to the Herman J. 
Albrecht Library of Historical Architecture, a relatively 
new—and rapidly growing!—assembly of rare materials 
re%ecting the history of architecture from the beginning of 
printing through the career of Frank Lloyd Wright. At our 
March 2019 program, Dr. Eric J. Johnson will describe the 
somewhat unusual relationship between RBML and the 
Albrecht Foundation, their combined e#orts to build a world-
class collection of unique and rare books and artifacts—from 
monuments of early printing through twentieth-century 
photo archives of individual architectural !rms, and the 
ongoing transformation of the collection of the H.J.A. Library 
from a “simple” assembly of books to an active space for 
student experimentation and learning, knowledge creation, 
and, eventually, international impact. More speci!cally, Dr. 
Johnson will provide an overview of the history of RBML’s 
relationship with the Albrecht Foundation, discuss speci!c 
examples of how the library’s materials have been used, and 
highlight several of the library’s most signi!cant treasures. 
Additionally, there is a very good chance that at least a 
handful of original materials will be on hand for attendees to 
examine for themselves!
  Biography: Dr. Eric J. Johnson is Associate Professor 
and Curator of Rare Books & Manuscripts at the Rare Books 
& Manuscripts Library, "e Ohio State University, where 
he teaches widely across the University’s interdisciplinary 

Phil Stitcher
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 Jay will share items from his collection as he discusses how "urber made the transition from 
a reporter and columnist at the Columbus Dispatch to becoming one of the mainstays at !e New 
Yorker. He’ll also discuss his interactions with two "urber biographers, Burton Bernstein and 
Harrison Kinney.
 Jay has written articles about "urber in Columbus Monthly, Firsts: !e Book Collector’s 
Magazine, and the FABS Newsletter. 

0D\����������´+DUGERLOHG�DQG�+LJK�+HHOHG�
7KH�:RPDQ�'HWHFWLYH�LQ�3RSXODU�&XOWXUHµ
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 Given its origins and classic characters Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot, and the American hardboiled dicks, the detective 
genre appears to be an intrinsically masculine enterprise. Yet since the 19th century, writers have imagined plucky and curious 
women characters picking up their candles and lanterns to investigate suspicious events on their own. And the century-long 
popularity of Nancy Drew attests to the appeal of the female investigator for female readers. "e genre was truly revolutionized 
by gender in the 1980s with the emergence of the !rst !ctional professional women detectives who—unlike the amateur Nancy 
Drew or Miss Marple—were licensed to carry a gun. Parodying the famous line from Jane Eyre, “Reader, I married him,” Sue 
Grafton concludes the !rst book in her series by telling us, “Reader, I killed him.” 
 Today, hundreds of popular book series feature female detectives, police o$cers, federal investigators, forensics experts, 
and other crime specialists. Yet despite this %ourishing publication phenomenon, the female detective has a more spotty history 
in !lm and television, despite some high-pro!le successes such as Cagney & Lacey and Silence of the Lambs. "is talk explores the 
ongoing appeal of the female investigator character as well as the question of why this character 
thrives in print but often falters in the transition to the screen. 
 Linda Mizejewski is Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at "e Ohio 
State University. She is the author of a number of books including Hardboiled and High Heeled: 
the Woman Detective in Popular Culture (Routledge, 2004), and It Happened One Night (2010), the 
latter of which is part of the Wiley-Blackwell Studies in Film and Television. 
 Prof. Mizejewski has been a Fulbright Lecturer in Slovakia and Romania, and her research 
has been supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Council 
of Learned Societies. At Ohio State, she has won the Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award and 
the Harlan Hatcher Distinguished Faculty Award. Most recently, she won the Susan Koppelman 
Prize from the Popular Culture Association.

humanities curriculum, with particular emphasis on manuscript studies and book history. He holds a M.A. and Ph.D. in Medieval 
Studies from the Centre for Medieval Studies at the University of York (UK), as well as a M.L.I.S. from Rutgers University. His 
research interests extend widely across the !elds of medieval and Renaissance studies, codicology and bibliography, book history, 
the pedagogical uses of primary source materials in K-12 and university classrooms, and the digital humanities.

1HZVOHWWHU�2S�(G��$�9LHZ�IURP�WKH�&HQWHU
%\�7RQ\�&ODUN�

 I have not written a piece for the newsletter before and for this !rst time it is my opinion and not an interesting episodic 
story nor an accounting of interesting facts, so I do hope this gets published. 
 "e point of my writing is to bring light, focus, and appropriate accolades to the current editor of the newsletter, Miriam 
Kahn. I have not been pushed, asked, or even subtly persuaded. "is is entirely my construct at looking to the individual, 
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Miriam, who does an outstanding job of putting together this 
publication on a strictly volunteer basis. If Aldus attempted 
to hire a person to do the job she does, we would have to 
discontinue the newsletter due to cost. 
 I have been active in Aldus for over 10 years now and 
have tried to be supportive of the organization in any way that 
I could. I have been on the board a couple of times, been active 
in membership, programs and other areas of Aldus. I had even 
had a very short-lived position of Editor of the newsletter. It 
is indeed a very challenging process; one should not think it
is easy.
 What I see, and what is typical in many organizations, 
especially ones that use volunteers, 10 percent of the people 
do 90 percent of the work. "is fact is all too obvious in a 
smaller organization with a membership of around 100. Upon 
investigation we !nd many activities occurring to make each 
meeting a success, almost invisibly. If you start at the beginning 
of each meeting we have Paul Watkins who unlocks the building 
and get the meeting area con!gured by setting up all the chairs, 
tables, podium, & sound system; then Christine Hayes comes 
in with co#ee and homemade cookies that she has made and 
never gets paid for anything; the persons responsible for the 
wine & munchies; and Leah Kalasky for membership e#orts 
along with Mary Saup who brings in and sets up the name 
tags and other promotional ephemera. "at does not even cover 
whoever does the website management, email distribution, and 
publication relations. All of the unsung heroes are necessary to 
have a continuing interesting and successful organization. "e 
newsletter is the single focus that brings together all of these 
e#orts and keeps the membership apprised of schedule, guests, 
activities, various articles and organizational structure as well as 
a lot more. 
 Money is and always will be the bane of an organization’s 
success. "ere is always the need to keep positive cash %ows 
and monitor budgets. Where do we need to look for savings? 
What element is evaluated as being the best bang for the buck? 
From my exposure to the inner workings of this organization, 
I can tell you that over the years we have done a superb job. 
"ere have been some hiccups but they were corrected and we 
moved on. Our current balance is signi!cant and I feel that we 
need to look in di#erent directions for our future. Fund raisers, 
sponsors, membership and special events all work toward 
adding to the co#ers, whereas some of our expenses are speakers 
(and dinners for speakers), refreshments, events, supplies, and 
printing costs fall on the negative side.
 How do you evaluate each of these items? One is 
the continuing membership and attendance to our various 
programs. Our Board does a marvelous job of keeping things 
running by awareness of the membership needs. Another way 
is to take a survey, something I have found over the years to be 
relatively useless and oft times customized questions that seem 
to gloss over critical points. "e recent survey concerning the 
newsletter was very o#ensive to me, why was it so newsletter 
oriented when we have been getting a superior product for 

our investment. Online access and decreasing printed copy 
requests have been a step in the right direction and always 
leaning to the best value.
 I cannot even begin to express my respect and 
admiration for Miriam, who has escalated the newsletter to 
its best form yet. She produces a very high quality newsletter, 
unbiased, non-political, informational and relevant to our 
organization’s need.
 To you Miriam, I salute you and think your
work is extraordinary. "ank you for your dedication and 
commitment.

 Tony Clark 
 From the middle – A/V Guy 

%RRN�5HYLHZ�
3UDFWLFDO�3XUSRVHV��5HDGHUV�LQ�
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 Practical Purposes: Readers in Experimental Philosophy 
at the Boston Athenæum (1827 - 1850) by Scott B. Guthery 
is a remarkable feat of academic research that will appeal to 
scholars and dogged laypeople who !nd interest in the history 
of libraries, American reading habits, the burgeoning of an 
industrial state, and the early nineteenth-century upper crust 
of Boston, Massachusetts. "e book’s title summarizes well 
its contents. In order to compile those contents, however, 
Guthery reviewed extensive volumes of historical records (well 
preserved) from the Boston Athenæum, which was among 
the !ve largest American libraries for the period studied. 
"e Boston Athenæum was and is a membership library. In 
today’s world, an annual payment of $315 for a membership 
is all that is required to become a member, but from 1827 to 
1850 it was even more exclusive. Experimental philosophy 
at that time included a swath of disciplines that can be 
generally, very generally, divided into two groups: prominent 
philosophers, literary essayists and other humanists who 
felt a spiritual link to nature, but did not allow their beliefs 
to impede the rational progress of humanity; and equally 
prominent scientists, engineers, inventors and entrepreneurs, 
who viewed nature as distinct from humanity, something to 
be analyzed, understood, utilized. Guthrie concentrates on 
the latter group who read more for purpose than amusement.   
 I can o#er but a sampling from Practical Purposes, 
also useful as a reference book, to attest to its richness. Early 
nineteenth-century Boston, like other large and growing 
cities, was a hygienic mess. Guthery records 17 titles 
classi!ed as “hydraulics,” the most popular being Hydralia: 
An Historical and Descriptive Account of the Water Works of 
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London and the Contrivances for Supplying Other Great Cities, 
in Di"erent Ages and Countries by William Matthews. Robert 
H. Eddy charged out Hydralia, published in 1835, seven 
times in preparation for his o$cial report to the Boston Water 
Commission in June 1836. I speculate, then, that Boston’s 
early water infrastructure was in%uenced by London’s, but I 
don’t know. "ough not strictly a cliometric study (Guthery 
does not explicitly interpret his data), Practical Purposes 
documents a signi!cant archive of a historical library that 
supplies fodder for theses, dissertations, articles, and books. 
 Practical Purposes is a fun book as well. "e charge 
accounts list Cabots as members and frequent users of the 
Boston Athenæum. Lodges were also members but less 
frequent users. Seven Lowell members used the library 
extensively. Ralph Waldo Emerson and Oliver Wendell 
Holmes were members; Nathaniel Hawthorne and Henry 
David "oreau were not. Guthery lists the many members 
who held patents that propelled industrial expansion in New 
England and the Northeast.   
 "ere is so much more to explore within this book, 
for the seeds of the Boston Athenæum yielded great fruits. 

/DG\�$OGLQHV�4XDUWHUO\�/XQFKHRQV
%\�&DWKHULQH�0HKUO�%HQQHWW�

 During the Aldus picnic on June 26th, a Sunday, I 
interviewed a few of the “regulars”, Pat Groseck, Lois Smith, 
and Nancy Campbell, about their assessment of our Lady 
Aldines quarterly luncheon. "ose comments are distilled 
into the following sentences as a kind of “mission statement” 
for a project Scott Williams, and Aldus board member, was 
working on:
 "e Lady Aldines quarterly luncheon is an informal 
“bibliofellowship,” where we discuss books and other media 
and share our recommendations with no ‘leader’ per say. 
"ese gatherings originated years ago with a proposal by 
Carol Logue, after whom the Aldus biblio-fellowship award 
is named. "e Upper Arlington MCL cafeteria became the 
established gathering place as it was in the neighborhood of 
Marcia Preston, a founding member of Aldus, who would 
host annual gatherings in her home. 
 In addition to the women I interviewed and listed 
above, I would add as “regulars” at MCL cafeteria for noon 
luncheon dates: Susan Johnson, Linda Skelly, Clara Ireland, 
Susan Meyer, Debra Jul, Laralyn Sasaki, and before she 
abandoned us to move to New Mexico with her family, 
Regina Bouley Sweeten could always be counted on. Many 
others have attended often in the past, such as Renee Matusik, 
Leah Kalusky, Helen Liebman, and others whose faces and 
names escape my poor memory banks, and of course, Marcia 
Preston, who passed away in 2015 and is sorely missed.
 I had hoped to take a photo during our October 
20th gathering, however a few of our regulars were missing, 

which left only !ve of us, most of whom objected to having 
their photo taken! Instead, I will report on a few books that 
were suggested as good reads. 
 !e Lilac Girls: A Novel by Martha Hall Kelly 
(paperback edition published by the author 2017), is based on 
the experiences of a woman who worked at the French consulate 
during WWII. "e author is working on a prequel titled Lost 
Roses which is set to come out in April 2019, and involves a 
group of aristocratic ladies caught up in the aftermath of the 
Russian Revolution. 
 A book just released this year to high acclaim was also 
suggested: Fruit of the Drunken Tree: A Novel by Ingrid Rojas 
Contreras, a Columbian writer. Both Susan and Craig Johnson 
enjoyed reading this especially as they’ve lived in and traveled 
back to visit Columbia many times. 
 I shared a collection of short stories My Documents, 
by a young Chilean writer, Alejandro Zambra, translated into 
English by Megan McDowell, a paperback published 2015 by 
McSweeneys, San Francisco, USA. "e stories are set in Chile, 
both before and after Pinochet. 
 A related aside: Two Dollar Radio at 1124 Parsons Ave, 
an “all indie press bookstore”, bar, and vegan café, also has a nice 
event space where three Aldus members recently presented a 
panel discussion about William Burroughs’ Boy Scout Manual, 
which was the reason for my visit to this really cool family run 
book store, and where I discovered this book. 
 Clara Ireland brought the conversation around to the 
opiate epidemic when she showed us a Bloomsbury Press 2016 
paperback edition of DREAMLAND, signed by the author 
Sam Quinones. In the beginning of the book he writes about 
Portsmouth, Ohio, an area where Clara grew up. She also 
remembered the Dreamland swimming pool, the origin of the 
book’s title. As some of us had read the book, or parts of it, the 
conversation was an active one, even extending to Issue One on 
the upcoming ballot. 
 Dopesick by Beth Macy is another book published in 
2018 by Little, Brown and Company, about this ever more 
troubling national crisis. "e increased polarization of political 
views was also discussed as something many of us hoped would 
not continue inde!nitely, as it gets in the way of addressing 
important social issues.
 ALL lady Aldines are welcome to participate in 
these gatherings, though it’s understood that Saturdays aren’t 
convenient for everyone. We’re afraid Sundays could be too 
crowded at noon, and week days might exclude our unretired 
members. A couple of our regulars can’t attend the "ursday 
evening Aldus meetings, and so they appreciate the occasional 
bibliophile fellowship of these quarterly luncheons. Dates for 
Aldines Luncheons are set to happen on the third Saturday of 
months falling quarterly throughout the year. Either myself, or 
a new volunteer for this simple task, will send out an email 
reminder to Aldus a few weeks prior to these 2019 dates: 
January 19, April 20, July 20, and October 19.



7

&ROOHFWLQJ�3ULYLDQD
%\�'RQDOG�7XQQLFOLII�5LFH�

 Years ago while rummaging through the seemingly endless shelves in the Brattle Book Shop in Boston, I was delighted 
to come across a copy of the classic work !e Specialist by Chic Sale for which I paid shop owner George Gloss a dollar. "at was 
the foundation of my priviana collection.
 !e Specialist ("e Specialist Publishing Company, St. Louis, MO, 1929), for those of you unfamiliar with this 
wonderful bit of Americana, is in the form of a speech given by Mr. Lem Putt to a businessmen’s dinner. His topic concerns 
the age of specialization, and in particular, his specialty. “Gentlemen, you are face to face with the champion privy builder of
Sangamon County.”
 During the course of his speech, as illustrated above, he describes the detailed knowledge he has acquired in his years 
of specializing; for example, he always uses 4&4 corner posts that run “straight on down !ve feet into the ground.” "is prevents 
“devilish nabor boys” from tipping them over on Hallowe’en. He has advice on everything from the kind of roof to the color 
of the paint to the ventilator cut in the door: “stars, diamonds, or crescents. . . . I do cut twinin’ hearts now and then for young 
married couples, and bunches of grapes for the newly rich. "ese last two designs come under the head of novelties and I don’t 
very often suggest them, because it takes time and runs into money.”
 Chic Sale (1885-1936) was a popular vaudeville performer in his day, usually playing country hicks. He went on to be a 
successful movie actor and among other roles appeared as Ben Gunn in the 1934 production of “Treasure Island.” 
 !e Specialist was originally a play that Sale had written, but which he asked a couple of newspaper reporters to reshape 
into a booklet. "ey did a great job, and it became one of those rare items—a perfectly written and perfectly illustrated piece 
of literature, which is to say that no editing can possibly improve it. For years he traveled the country, reciting the speech to
various groups.
 As it turned out there was someone who thought he could improve on Sale’s book—or maybe he thought he could exploit 
its popularity for his own enrichment. "ere’s no author’s name in my undated copy of Country Plumber ("e Country Press, 
Inc., Minneapolis, MN) but there was a touring burlesque performer named Dude Kimball who used "e Country Plumber as 
his sobriquet. He probably knew Chic Sale. "e speechifying done in this booklet is in front of the Rising Moon Sewing Circle 
of Roadapple, Kansas. Phil Potts, the speaker (who mentions Lem Putt by name), spends much of his time discussing the size 
and shape of the seat holes he cuts. It’s a bit more risqué than Sale’s work and in a style more suited to the burlesque stage. It may 
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have been funny in its day.
 At some point I discovered a British version of !e Specialist, originally published in 1930 (Nattali & Maurice Ltd., 
London). My 1948 copy is of the thirty-second printing. "e drawings by William Kermode—at least those that are apt—are 
heavy-handed copies of the American originals by, I suspect, the illustrator Percy Vogt. (More about that below.)
 "en I found I’ll Tell You Why, the sequel to !e Specialist, in which Lem Putt, still building privies, shares marketing 
advice with the Young Men’s Business Breakfast Club. In this case credit for the illustrations is given to Percy Vogt. "e pen-and-
ink drawings are so similar in style to those in !e Specialist that I’m inclined to believe he’d done both. "is little book is, as so 
often happens with sequels, a big disappointment, no better I’m sorry to say than Tom Sawyer, Detective, the reading of which left 
me bereft for days. Sale apparently believed that if sixteen pages of text was amusing, then twenty-nine pages would be hilarious. 
I’m afraid he was wrong; if I’ll Tell You Why had been the !rst book, there would have been no sequel. "at said, my “completist” 
urge drove me to also buy the British version retitled !e Master Builder.
 I have just two other examples of priviana, the !rst being Early American Architecture by Joe Clark HBSS (which I’m 
afraid stands for Hill Billy Snap Shooter). "is is a collection of twenty-three snapshots of privies with comment and poetry by 
Clark. It was published in 1974 by the Lynchburg (TN) Hardware and General Store. "e store started out in life in 1913 as an 
actual place to buy hardware, but over the years was transformed into a souvenir shop featuring Jack Daniels collectibles. It was 
eventually taken over by the whiskey maker in 1974. Copies of Clark’s book are not plentiful, but they can be found—if you 
really want one.
 I also have a reprinting of “"e Passing of the Back House,” containing the notation, “An epic of one of those quaint old 
structures built in the days before the advent of the specialist.” "ere’s no publication date, but that line tells us it was after 1929. 
On the back cover there’s what I take to be a printer’s logo: JP QUICK SERVICE. 
 "e poem is identi!ed on the !nal page as having been written by James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916). "e only 
problem with that is that he didn’t write it. According to the Bibliography of American Literature (vol. 7, p.272), the poem was 
written by one Robert Leonard Dodd, some say as a malicious parody of Riley. It has the same corny sentiments as “"e Old 
Swimmin’ Hole,” “"e Raggedy Man,” and so on, but some of the allusions are a bit rude for the beloved Hoosier Poet. "ere’s 
further information about Dodd’s authorship in A Collection of Poems by Members of the Class of Yale, 1900 (privately printed for 
Henry O. Havermeyer, 1945) but you’ll have to travel to New Haven CT to read a copy in the Yale University library. Maybe 
one day I’ll do that.
 "ere’s a lot of priviana out there: poetry, reminiscences, photos, and regional studies, most available online for a dollar 
or so, but the postage puts them beyond my low spot collecting range. Anyway, as far as I’m concerned, my collection is as 
complete as it needs to be and, if you please, I’d prefer not to have any more titles brought to my attention. "ank you.

&DURO�/RJXH�%LEOLR�)HOORZVKLS�$ZDUG
�����+RQRUHH��%LOO�5LFK

 In 2011, the board of the Aldus Society established the Carol Logue Biblio-Fellowship Award, presented annually at the 
Holiday Dinner. "ese are the words that describe the award: “"e recipient has devoted time and energy (and possibly their own 
funds) to promote or bring to fruition a special program, idea or activity which brings Aldus members together in the spirit of 
biblio-fellowship.”
 You can !nd background and past recipients of the award on our website http://aldussociety.com/the-logue-award/, if 
you are interested.
 It is a privilege to present the 2018 Aldus Society Carol Logue Biblio-Fellowship Award to one of our dearest and long-
standing members, Bill Rich.
 Bill is Professor Emeritus from the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at OSU and a long-time 
member of Aldus. If he had chosen di#erently, he could have been Professor Emeritus from the Department of English, since he 
is an authority on 18th and 19th century British literature. He is a true renaissance man. Bill loves to share his very impressive 
rare books with fellow Aldines and has done so on many special occasions. Bill and his wife Bea hosted the annual Aldus Summer 
Picnic at their beautiful home for a number of years, always a perfect opportunity for members to hear his stories and enjoy 
his prize collections. It would be fair to say that when the subject is book-collecting Bill is usually considered the “expert in
the room.”
 Bill has been a strong supporter of Aldus, exemplifying the spirit of what our group is all about. He has contributed 
many scholarly articles to the newsletter, volunteered to be “on call” should our planned speaker fall ill or is unexpectedly 
delayed, and has presented at the January “Aldus Collects” program. He also gave a very informative talk years ago on !rst 

http://aldussociety.com/the-logue-award/
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editions of 19th century British authors. More recently, he 
was a presenter for the second annual August Discussion 
program. Bill’s knowledge, enthusiasm, and humor have 
dazzled us since he !rst joined Aldus nearly twenty years ago.
Congratulations, Bill!

 6HSWHPEHU�5HFDS

� On September 13th, we learned all about female 
pirates of the nineteenth century. Dr. Beth Avila spoke about 
pirates in popular culture today, but even more so in the 
nineteenth century. Similar to those portrayed in Pirates of the 
Caribbean, these pirates were privateers, buccaneers, corsairs, 
and freebooters. Most astoundingly, many were gentlemen and 
some even sailed the plains and deserts of America rather than 
the high seas. Best of all, some of the pirates were women. 
 Dr. Avila’s presentation was lively and engaging as 
she spoke about the pirates and numerous books, papers, and 
publications she devoured as she learned about these intrepid 
individuals who were most adventurous. Her talk was !lled 
with great images. Dr. Avila’s talk sparked many questions and 
much laughter. 

 If you want to read more, check out these books 
and some contemporary !ction: THE LADY’S GUIDE TO 

PETTICOATS AND PIRACY by Mackenzi Lee, read by 
Moira Quirk • Unabridged • September 2018.
 Dr. Avila also listed these titles:

• !e Corsair by George Gordon Byron (1814)
• Hope Leslie by Catharine Maria Sedgwick (1827)

 (Volume 1 & Volume 2)
• !e Red Rover by James Fenimore Cooper (1827)
• La#tte by J. H. Ingraham (1836) (Volume 1 &

 Volume 2)
• Fanny Campbell, !e Female Pirate Captain by

 Lieutenant Murray [Ballou] (1844)
• !e Pirate’s Daughter by Eliza Ann Dupuy (1845) 

 (Volume 1 & Volume 2)
• !e Bandit of the Ocean; or !e Female Privateer by

 Benjamin Barker (1855)

2FWREHU�5HFDS

� On October 11 Aldines were treated to a talk about 
the Avant-garde movements “Inism” and “Lettrism” by 
Gabriella Giansante and Gabriel-Aldo Bertozzi, respectively. 
"e speakers talked about visual sound and artistic elements 
that are representative of the movements they founded. "ere 
were lots of slides to read and quite a number of inside jokes 
for Avant garde a!cionados.

1RYHPEHU�5HFDS
������On November 8th, Eric 
Oberhof of 2 Dollar Radio 
spoke about his “Business of 
Books” and his independent 
press and publishing house. 
Focusing on !ve to six titles 
per year, Oberhof looks for 
edgy literary !ction while 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00197Qjuxxm6QPTqEoKfBcfGF1zCtIF6FjfLinX45o2HnmFj2ETtyKBkaCzRQhpEKEGyBxqoqr348TLfFckN5GVMyLawgLQ2vKGQsN1H5NWOMBJET7beEcBKLXEFV71UiMQmiURLKINanx1UmiVvCeLE4vMxrzCjaUlCLLMML6C1mKVUYzZPSMTSPcyTVv86DQuvSTF1V7yf3M_H25O9L19yf50gHZdQ4y1&c=-4KjTEzeYbs43Vz6kZU9oHwNCjfrxruMStPAzJO4oGd_UTQJ0L2Xdw==&ch=69VA1Hdms93I7p_-PyUcCuIlYbJfJZEHiCZ8nm10oENDDsxM7l8PwQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00197Qjuxxm6QPTqEoKfBcfGF1zCtIF6FjfLinX45o2HnmFj2ETtyKBkaCzRQhpEKEGyBxqoqr348TLfFckN5GVMyLawgLQ2vKGQsN1H5NWOMBJET7beEcBKLXEFV71UiMQmiURLKINanx1UmiVvCeLE4vMxrzCjaUlCLLMML6C1mKVUYzZPSMTSPcyTVv86DQuvSTF1V7yf3M_H25O9L19yf50gHZdQ4y1&c=-4KjTEzeYbs43Vz6kZU9oHwNCjfrxruMStPAzJO4oGd_UTQJ0L2Xdw==&ch=69VA1Hdms93I7p_-PyUcCuIlYbJfJZEHiCZ8nm10oENDDsxM7l8PwQ==
https://archive.org/details/corsairtale00byro
https://archive.org/details/hopeleslieorearl01sedg
https://archive.org/details/hopeleslieorear02sedggoog
https://archive.org/details/dli.bengal.10689.6483
https://archive.org/details/lafittepirateofg01ingr
https://archive.org/details/lafittepirateofg00ingr
https://archive.org/details/fannycampbellfem00ball
https://archive.org/details/piratesdaughter00dupugoog
https://archive.org/details/piratesdaughter01dupugoog
http://webapp1.dlib.indiana.edu/TEIgeneral/view?docId=wright/VAC5731.xml


10

bringing new voices with new visions to an ardent reading public. 
 Oberhof answered numerous questions about the publishing business, his passion for books, and adjusting to the slower 
pace of Ohio after San Diego and New York City. If you love edgy writing and creative works of !ction, check out Oberhof ’s 
bookstore, bar, and café located in the outskirts of German Village.

'HFHPEHU�5HFDS
� "e Aldus dinner was once again a treat to behold. "ere were numerous lots of books, a lot of six-
packs of wine, and a few prints, and one stunning quilt. Aldines feasted their eyes on the beautiful, donated 
books, bid aggressively, and lugged home boxes and bags of new books to savor during the cold winter months. 
 George Cowmeadow Bauman was the MC of the evening, keeping everyone in line and the silent auction 
moving smoothly. He and Ryan challenged Aldines to trivia in an attempt to keep the bu#et line at an even pace.
 Attendees were treated to a reading of "urber’s retelling of the night before Christmas. It was the highlight of the 
evening, aside from the food and the books! 
 Harry Campbell announced the Carol Logue Biblio Award winner, Bill Rich, whose presence was sorely missed. 
 "e dinner, as always, was !lled with cheer, friendship, charity, and more friendship. "e perfect way 
to start the holiday season and prepare for a winter !lled with many books and much bibliophilic enjoyment.
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Remember, Remember the 5th of November
Gunpower Treason and Plot

I see No Reason Why the Gunpowder Treason
Should Ever Be Forgot!

 17th Century England was a hotbed of religious 
turmoil and tension. "e Protestant Reformation that had 
begun in Germany in 1517 with the ninety-nine theses of 
Martin Luther had exploded across Europe, setting the 
continent a!re in waves of violence and con%ict. King Henry 
VIII brought the Reformation to England in 1534 after he 
broke with Rome and created the Church of England out 
of anger and frustration over the Pope’s refusal to grant him 
a divorce from his wife Catherine of Aragon. His children, 
Edward VI and Elizabeth I, were both passionate reformers 
who did much to !rmly establish the Anglican Church. 
Interrupted only brie%y by their virulently Catholic sister 
“Bloody” Mary Tudor, the English Reformation was largely 
successful in replacing Catholicism in England, even if only 
outwardly for many. But the island nation was plunged into 
nearly two centuries of violent contention between Catholics 
and Protestants as foreign nations like France and Spain vied 
for in%uence over England and worked to stir up resentment 
between the warring factions. By the time King James I, an 
ardent Protestant, replaced Elizabeth on the throne on 1603, 
he reigned over a divided nation seething with religious 
animosity and intrigue. 
 "ough James was a Protestant, he was initially seen as 
conciliatory towards England’s Catholic minority, a fact which 
did not sit well with the more radical reformers who wanted 
to crush the remaining elements of Catholicism and banish it 
from England completely. James’ most trusted advisor, Robert 
Cecil (c.1563-1612), was passionately anti-Catholic and was 
determined to secure the nation from Catholic plotters in 
league with Spain, England’s primary adversary whose interest 
in promoting the Catholic cause was both religious and 
political. "ere had been numerous plots in recent history, the 
most famous of which had been the Babington Plot in 1586 
in which English Catholics, aided and abetted by Spanish 
agents, attempted to assassinate Queen Elizabeth I and place 
the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots on the throne. Cecil put 
his security apparatus into full gear to expose and crush 

any such plots under his watch. He soon found what he was 
looking for and the rami!cations of this conspiracy of English 
Catholics to murder the King and his Parliament are still felt
even today.

 "ough Guy Fawkes has come down to us as the 
primary suspect associated with the Gunpowder Plot in 
reality he was more of a hired mercenary. "e real mastermind 
and leader of the Plot was an angry young Catholic zealot 
named Robert Catesby. Catesby was a gentleman of some 
wealth and standing who was well connected to the Catholic 
underground in England. His family had been forced by 
England’s anti-Catholic laws to seek more secretive means to 
continue the practice of their faith. English Catholics were 
heavily persecuted and faced imprisonment, torture, and even 
execution if discovered. After the arrest and execution of several 
of his relatives and their family priest, Catesby, along with 
his friend "omas Wintour, began to secretly advocate for an 
armed uprising of English Catholics with the help of Spain. 
"e original plan had been to raise an army of 3000 Catholic 
rebels, funded by Spain, and supported by a Spanish invasion 
force once the rebels had seized London by force. "ey wanted 
James, Cecil, and the prominent Protestant leaders imprisoned 
or killed. Despite being sympathetic to their English brethren 
the Spanish government refused to lend their aid, being eager 
to make peace with James. "e Pope also rejected support for a 
rebellion fearing that such an enterprise would be bloody and 
doomed to failure and likely to lead to the decimation of the 
remaining Catholic population in England in retaliation. "us 
rebu#ed, Catesby and his men determined to act alone.
 Catesby purchased a substantial cache of gunpowder 
and stored it in a rented cellar adjacent to the Parliament 
building where King James and the entire royal family would 
be attending the opening of Parliament on November 5th. "e 
plan was to detonate the powder during the opening ceremony, 
killing James and likely hundreds of others, e#ectively 
decapitating the government and throwing the nation into 
panic and disarray. 

"e Gunpowder Plotters
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Catesby’s rebel army would rise up in armed insurrection and 
seize power, hoping that in the heat of victory the Pope and 
Spain would come to their aid despite their initial refusal. Guy 
Fawkes was left as a sentry to guard the powder store while 
the rest went to gather weapons and rally their supporters in 
anticipation of the attack. Unfortunately for the plotters their 
scheme was discovered by Robert Cecil who acted quickly to 
capture the rebels before they could put their plan into action. 
Fawkes was caught red-handed with the gunpowder and was 
quickly tortured in order to reveal the details of the plot and 
the names of all his associates. Catesby and the others quickly 
discovered that they had only a phantom army when only a 
handful of armed supporters showed up at their rallying point. 
Hounded by Cecil’s men, Catesby, Wintour, and the others 
made a bloody last stand at Holbeche House in Sta#ordshire 
where Catesby was killed and most of the others captured. "ey 
all endured horri!c torture and were ultimately sentenced to 
su#er a traitor’s death by being drawn and quartered. "eir 
heads were placed on spikes and displayed outside the Tower of 
London as a deterrent to any others hoping to stir up rebellion.

!e Gunpowder Treason

 "e real legacy of the Gunpowder Plot was the 
renewed persecution of English Catholics in the wake of the 
failed uprising. King James and Robert Cecil, now convinced 
that Catholic traitors were conspiring in every cellar and 
behind every locked door, cracked down on any who failed 
to show obedience to the Anglican Church. Catholicism 
still existed in England but was driven even deeper into the 
shadows. "is had the e#ect of making much of the English 
population bitterly anti-Catholic. "is antipathy would 
show itself yet again after the Restoration of King Charles II 
when it became clear that the King was unlikely to produce 
a Protestant heir and that the crown would likely fall to his 
brother James who had converted to Catholicism while in 
exile in France. In 1677 rumors were rife of a new “Popish 
Plot,” reminiscent of the Plot of 1605 which aimed to kill 
Charles and his court and place his brother on the English 
throne. While these rumors proved unfounded, anti-Catholic 
sentiment was stoked to a fever pitch over the possibility of a 
new Catholic rebellion and the likely succession of a Catholic 
monarch. James was seen by many as a French puppet who 
was eager to ease restrictions on the suppression of English 
Catholics. "is led to a %urry of books and pamphlets seething 
with anti-Catholic vitriol intended to exacerbate resentment 
in the general population by reminding them of the dangers 
the country faced during the Gunpowder Plot. 
 One of these books was !e Gunpowder Treason by 
"omas Barlow published in London in 1679. Barlow was the 
Bishop of Lincoln and unsurprisingly a staunch anti-Catholic 
who was eager to rekindle the anger of fear of the days of the 
Gunpower Plot in the face of a new Catholic panic. Barlow’s 
work is a blatant polemic that attacks not just the Gunpowder 
plotters, but Spain, France, and their allies in the Vatican who 
had agitated for decades for the overthrow of the Protestant 
monarchs of England and a return of the English people to 
the Catholic fold. It is a thinly veiled criticism of James Stuart 
and his adherence to “Roman Popery” which Barlow argues is 
an existential threat to English freedoms. 
 When James did ascend to the throne in 1685 he 
was met with blistering animosity that plagued his brief 
three-year reign. In 1688 English Protestants, desperate to rid 
themselves of their Catholic ruler, appealed to his Protestant 
daughter Mary and her husband Prince William of Orange to 
force James to abdicate. William led an invasion of England 
with the support of the Protestant leadership in London 
culminating in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. James %ed 
and despite !ghting on for two years was ultimately defeated 
at the Battle of the Bone in 1690. William and Mary ruled 
as co-regents and ensured the supremacy of the Anglican 
Church. James was the last Catholic monarch of England.
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 It is hard to believe that it has been well over a decade 
since members of FABS were “meeting in St. Louis”. At that 
time participants unanimously said the tour could have been 
much longer to see even more of the bibliographic treasures 
at the heart of the country, some of the !rst and oldest west of 
the Mississippi. "e 2019 Study Tour, timed to coincide with 
a beautiful Midwestern autumn, will be that chance to visit 
varied and extraordinary rare book collections not often seen, 
from a day trip to the University of Missouri’s Ellis Library in 
Columbia to a festive Halloween trip along the fabled river 
blu#s to Principia College, with its striking Bernard Maybeck 
architecture. Here are some of the details.
 Wednesday, October 23 – opening reception hosted 
by John Hoover, Director of the St, Louis Mercantile Library, 
and President of the Bixby Book Club, at the Frontenac Hilton 
Hotel.
 "ursday, October 24 – morning visit to "e 
Richardson Library at the Saint Louis Art Museum in the Cass 
Gilbert museum building, home of great Western American 
art. "en on to Washington University Special Collections 
where we’ll meet fellow collector James Schiele, who will show 
to the group the Schiele Collection of Freedom (prints, art 
and rare books). Jim Schiele will host our group for lunch at 
Washington University’s Whittemore House, a distinguished 
St. Louis landmark. In the afternoon, FABS tour guests will 
visit "e St. Louis Mercantile Library Association for a tour 

 "ere is however a fascinating epilogue to this 
story. James’ son continued his father’s !ght to reclaim the 
English crown, becoming the leader of a group of largely 
Catholic rebels known as the Jacobites. James attempted an 
uprising to seize control of Scotland in 1715, but it failed 
miserably. James’ son Charles Edward, known to history 
as Bonnie Prince Charlie, was more successful during the 
second Jacobite Rising of 1745, making himself brie%y king 
of Scotland before being utterly defeated at the bloody Battle 
of Culloden. With the defeat of the Jacobites the last hope for 
a new Catholic king of England was snu#ed out. 
 Even today the memory of the Gunpowder Plot 
is recalled in England as the defeat of a deadly hidden 
enemy that almost changed the course of history. It is still 
symbolically celebrated on Bon!re Night and recalled in 
popular culture by !lms like V for Vendetta and the excellent 
BBC mini-series Gunpowder. "ough for most the details 
may have grown fuzzy over the centuries, we are still urged 
never to forget the Gunpowder Treason and Plot.

!e Gunpower Treason by "omas Barlow.
London 1679.

Execution of the Gunpowder Plotters
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INTRODUCTION
 I have collected books on bookselling since entering 
the profession in the late 60s. I think the !rst one may 
have been the in%uential !e Haunted Bookshop (1919) by 
Christopher Morley, which was the !rst to plant the seed 
of one day owning my own bookshop. I’ve learned that lots 
of people have had that dream, though few achieve it. I’ve
been blessed.
 "is collection about bookselling and booksellers, 
bookstores and bookshops, non-!ction and !ction, now 
numbers around 800 books. Some are duplicate titles in 
several editions.
 I’ve read many, but not all, of the books in the 
collection, so far; perhaps one day one or more of them will 
be on some future list of favorites. I can’t read the books 
about bookselling fast enough, but they are blended in with 
all the others on the To Be Read list.
 "ese are among such books I’ve enjoyed the most.
 Only non-!ction books are on this list. At some 
point, I’ll create a list of my favorite #ctional representations 
of bookshops/bookstores and booksellers/bookselling. "is is 
a hot !eld, with a few stand-alone novels, as well as many 
series of lite !ction which are published each year, series such 
as the Haunted Bookshop Mysteries, the Victorian Bookshop 
Mysteries, the Scottish Bookshop Mysteries, and the Magical 
Bookshop Mysteries. And more. We booksellers are (mostly) 
seen as characters in a (mostly) romantic setting. Except 
when a death occurs in our bookshops.
 "e following are not listed in any order. "ey’re all 
very good.

ROSENBACH by Edwin Wolf 2nd with John Fleming. 
1960.
 Rosenbach is the accomplished biography of Dr. 
Abraham Simon Wolf Rosenbach (Ph.D from the University 
of Pennsylvania) and the history of his renowned Philadelphia 
establishment of rarities. It towers over other bookseller 
biographies as Rosenbach towered over other booksellers of 
the !rst half of the 20th century. 
 "e authors worked for “Dr. R., or “Rosy”, as he was 
known by friends and enemies—and he had some of each. 
However, both Wolf and Fleming were also noted scholars, as 
well as booksellers and biographers. 
 In the preface, Wolf describes Rosenbach as “an eye-
twinkling, hard-selling, hard-drinking, scholarly bookman”, 
di$cult to work with at times. We learn that he frequently 
took credit for the successes of his sta#.

of the sprawling exhibition “Headlines of History: Historic 
Newspapers through the Centuries at the Mercantile Library.”
 Friday, October 25 – this will be a packed day. Taking 
a luxury coach to Columbia, MO, we will visit the Museum 
of Art and Archaeology’s international print and illustration 
collections followed by a tour of the Special Collections 
Department in Ellis Library at the University of Missouri. 
After lunch we will move on to the State Historical Society 
of Missouri where we will view the "omas Hart Benton and 
George Caleb Bingham collections. From there we go on 
to a bu#et dinner at Columbia Books, hosted by longtime 
bookseller in the Missouri heartland, Annette Kolling-Buckley, 
who maintains a specialty in children’s books and regional 
Americana, printing history and art.
 Saturday, October 26 – the day starts with our FABS 
traditional Symposium at the St. Louis Mercantile Library, 
related to its ongoing historic newspaper exhibition, “Headlines 
of History.” "e subject for our symposium is “From Cartoons 
to Campaigns in Print: Collecting Politics on Paper.” After 
lunch at the Mercantile, we will board our tour bus to Principia 
College, above the charming little Chautauqua town of Elsa, 
Illinois. We will have a walking tour of the college’s fabulous 
Bernard Maybeck architecture and view rare books and 
archives of art in the Principia College Library followed by a 
festive autumn dinner at historic Pere Marquette Lodge nestled 
between the Mississippi, the Missouri and the Illinois rivers 
that will conclude the evening.
 Sunday, October 27 – Anthony Garnett, dean of rare 
booksellers in St. Louis and indeed for Missouri and most of 
Illinois, will host our FABS Tour Group at his house (and book 
shop) for a Farewell Brunch. 
 St. Louis is one of the oldest and truly historic cities 
in the central states; it is an historical crossroads to everywhere, 
and there is much to see and do, with many surprises planned 
along the way for our bibliophiles. 
 Registration is $550.00. Please download the form on 
the FABS website (http://www.fabsocieties.org/) and send with 
a check made out to the St. Louis Mercantile Library to John 
N. Hoover, Director, St. Louis Mercantile Library, University of 
Missouri-St. Louis, One University Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri 
63121; 314-516-7245; jhoover@umsl.edu. 
 "e 2019 FABS Study Tour is limited to 50 persons so 
please make your tour reservations early.
 "e window for hotel reservations will be October 23, 
2018 through October 27, 2019. For more information please 
contact John Hoover at the Mercantile Library, 314-516-7245; 
jhoover@umsl.edu. 
 John N. Hoover, John Neal Hoover Endowed 
Mercantile Library Executive Directorship, St. Louis Mercantile 
Library Association.

http://www.fabsocieties.org/
mailto:jhoover%40umsl.edu?subject=
mailto:jhoover%40umsl.edu?subject=
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 Rosenbach was such a giant in the business that it 
takes a giant of a book (616 pages) to capture his outsized 
personality and business dealings. He bought most of the 
important available books and manuscripts of his era (1903-
1952), and was very publicity-oriented, having a %air for the 
dramatic. 
 He brassily broke auction house records throughout 
his long career, often making news with his spending sprees. 
Aware of the power of publicity to sustain the book collector’s 
market, he contributed several accounts of his auction room 
sorties to the mainstream Saturday Evening Post—“the most 
glamorous presentation the rare book world ever had”. 
 "e reader stunned with the voluminous treasures 
that Rosenbach bought and often sold—and widely broadcast 
the news of. A few among the thousands are: 

• "e longhand mss. of Ulysses. Joyce tried to buy it 
from Rosenbach, but was refused.

• Shakespeare !rst folios
• Gutenberg Bibles
• "e original mss. of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, 

which greatly upset British editorialists, who 
thought Rosenbach’s purchase was “a theft of a 
national literary treasure”. Just the kind of publicity 
that Rosenbach thrived on.

• !e Bay Psalm Book.  Printed in Cambridge, Mass., 
in 1640, this work was the !rst book published in 
the Colonies. Only 11 copies are known to exist; 
the Rosenbach copy at the Rosenbach (Museum 
and Library) is one of only three in the original 
binding.

• Napoleon’s penis (!)

 Rosenbach’s client list was as impressive as the 
works in which he dealt, and included Henry Folger, Henry 
Huntington, and J. Pierpont Morgan, patriarchs of three of 
the nation’s most distinguished libraries.
 Rosenbach is jammed with the rich details of the 
oftentimes turbulent life in the Rosenbach !rm, and of his 
adventures in the American auction room and around the 
world, wherever rare books were to be bought, pro!tably. 
I can’t think of another book which would give someone 
interested in American bookselling in the !rst half of the 20th 
century anything close to the enjoyment, and amazement, of 
this Wolf and Fleming outstanding biography.
 I’ve visited the Rosenbach Museum and Library, and 
after having jaw-dropping moments as I browsed around, 
understood just how far apart my realm of bookselling and 
"e Doctor’s were. 

84, CHARING CROSS ROAD by Helene Han#. 1970.
 Not many books about bookselling are turned into a 
popular movie and a play, but that’s just what happened with 
this little treasure of a book which became a most unexpected 
bestseller in 1970.
 Han# beguiles us with her correspondence with Frank 
Doel of the British bookselling !rm of Marks & Co. In 1949 
she wrote them asking if they might have cheap editions of 
books she wanted, saying that she could !nd only expensive 
editions in New York at the time. 
 From that initial missive, a friendship developed 
between Han# and Doel, and through him the sta# at Marks 
& Co. London was still in post-war deprivation. When Han# 
learned that, she began sending tins of food and gifts to the 
Marks & Co sta# and their families, which were received 
with great pleasure. Han#’s and Doel’s correspondence is the 
engaging book, a delight of missives, which begins with a 
business inquiry of a bookstore and concludes with the pleasure 
of close friends, an ocean apart, brought together by the joy
of reading.
 Be sure and watch the movie starring Anne Bancroft 
and Anthony Hopkins…but only after reading the book.

BOOK SHOPS: HOW TO RUN THEM by Ruth Brown 
Park. 1929.
 Park was the “sometime sta# member” of the 
Doubleday, Doran Book Shops in New York in the 
1920s. She observed the need for a thorough book to 
train and guide booksellers—rookie-bookies as well
as veterans.
 She interviewed managers, accountants, clerks, 
and whatever “list boys” were. "ey “have let her into their 
particular secrets”—wrote Cedric R. Crowell, General Manager 
of the Doubleday, Doran Book Shops, in his Preface.
 Included is a surprise fold-out of a suggested Daily 
Report, adaptable by various bookstores. 
 Under “Children’s Books”, Park recommends, “One 
kind of book that seems to go well in every location is the Little 
book—such as Little Black Sambo and Peter Rabbit (English 
edition)…”  
 "is is a no-nonsense approach to running a bookshop, 
covering all aspects of in-store bookselling, from accounting to 
maintenance to sta# training to advertising. Much of her advice 
is viable 90 years later, if we had many independent bookstores 
across America to consider her suggestions. "ere have been 
other how-tos since then, but Park’s is the earliest I have, and 
more interesting for all that.
 In one chapter, she writes, “When you feel your shop 
is not up to par !nd out what the trouble is. Don’t sit back 
bemoaning poor business. Get to the bottom of the matter by 
thoughtful analysis.”
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 As this book was published in ’29, the year of the Great 
Crash, I wonder how well it did. "ere were only about 500 
legitimate bookstores in the US in the 30s, and most of them 
were urban shops in the largest cities. What was the market for 
this book?
 And I wonder how she’d deal with the encroachment
of Amazon?

MY BOOKSTORE: WRITERS CELEBRATE THEIR 
FAVORITE PLACES TO BROWSE, READ, AND SHOP, 
edited by Ronald Rice and Booksellers Across America. 2012.
 What a fun book this is! Eighty-four American writers 
describe with great joy and admiration their favorite bookstore. 
A feel-good book. As Isabel Allende says of her favorite 
bookstore, Book Passage in Corte Madera, California, “"e 
only place as comforting as a friendly bookstore is probably 
your grandmother’s kitchen.” And Ann Hood writes, “I’ve 
visited more bookstores than I can count, and every time I walk 
into one of them, I get that rush of !rst love again.”
 A charcoal sketch by Leif Parsons accompanies each 
entry, helping the reader imagine what it would be like to step 
into each shop. 
 My copy was a gift from a friend in the Aldus Society. 
I thank you 84 times.

SHAKESPEARE AND COMPANY by Sylvia Beach. 1959. 
 American-born Beach founded the !rst English-
language bookshop with this name in Paris. Her story of trying 
to make a living isn’t well-written or even well-organized, but 
she has great material: the post-WWI American ex-pats who 
%ooded Paris to write or paint, or just live. "ey poured into her 
shop to buy/rent books and keep up with all the literary gossip. 
When James Joyce couldn’t get his Ulysses published, Beach 
agreed to do so, though working with the genius was di$cult 
at times. She closed the shop in ’41 when Nazis were about to 
close it for her. "e book ends with Hemingway returning to 
visit her straight from having helped liberate Paris. At Beach’s 
request, he took several soldiers and cleaned out snipers from 
the rooftop above Beach’s apartment building. A good friend in 
high places. 

SHAKESPEARE AND COMPANY: A HISTORY OF THE 
RAG & BONE SHOP OF THE HEART, edited by Krista 
Halverson. 2016.
 A stunning history of the most famous bookstore in 
the world, named after Sylvia Beach’s earlier bookshop in Paris. 
I admit that I’m partial to anything related to Shakespeare 
and Company after having visited Paris and this bookstore in 
2006, and again this past summer. On that !rst visit, I was 
blessed to meet and spend some time with ancient owner 
George Whitman. When I sat with him in one of the hoarder-

like upstairs rooms, I kept glancing over at all the unevenly-
stacked boxes and dairy crates full of the history of the 
shop. Much more material was scattered around Whitman’s 
dreary apartment: vintage music, author-appearance posters, 
broadsides, inscribed framed author’s photos, correspondence 
of signi!cance, and other haphazardly “arranged” material. I 
!nally wondered aloud to Whitman about it all. “"e history 
of this shop,” he said gru'y, gesturing expansively. “I always 
keep meaning to do something about them, organize them, 
and perhaps write a history of the shop, but…” and his voice 
faded away. 
 Finally, his daughter, named Sylvia Beach Whitman—
who runs the store with her partner—has given access to those 
neglected boxes, as well as the other miscellany. Halverson has 
assembled it all in a very non-traditional package. "ere are 
photographs and text, a bit of graphic novel, Jim Morrison’s 
and others’ poetry, pages of di#erent colors, letters from some 
tumbleweeds who stayed a few nights at the shop and worked 
in the store for their keep, and much more. It’s a thick riot 
of color and style. Why would I have expected anything 
traditional about a very non-traditional bookshop?! I love
this book!
                                  

 Here are a few more short summaries of favorites.

 Sunwise Turn by Madge Jenison, 1923. Two New 
York women in 1916 decided that what was needed was a city 
bookshop which could be both pro!table and spiritual. "is is 
the day-by-day account of !nding a location, learning how to 
run the store, and trying to get people to discover and support 
them. "e subtitle is “A Human Comedy of Bookselling”, 
and Jenison makes sure that there are many smiles along the 
way. "e book went through four printings in two years.
 Old & Rare: !irty Years in the Book Business 
by Leona Rostenberg and Madeline B. Stern, 1974. "ese 
scholars/bookdealers wrote a number of books about dealing 
in antiquarian titles in their rare books business in New York. 
"ey sold to wealthy collectors and academic libraries, and 
were among the !rst American bookdealers to visit Europe 
after WWII on lucrative buying trips. English and continental 
bookshop owners were desperate to trade inventory for 
currency and Rostenberg/Stern were happy to oblige, even as 
they felt badly for the post-war state of bookselling there. "ey 
founded the New York Antiquarian Book Fair in 1960. "ey 
are well known for writing about “!nger-spitzengefuhl”, a 
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 "e 2018 Ohioana Awards were presented on 
October 18, 2018. "e State House Atrium was packed 
with food and tables and the buzz of conversations about 
the books up for prizes. "is program as the kicko# for the 
90th anniversary of the Ohioana Library Association and 
the 77th year of the awards. Judges select from a slew of 

German term which applied to the hunt for high-value books 
and ephemera means “a tingling of the !ngertips becomes an 
electrical current of suspense, excitement, recognition” when 
they !nd something unknown, but with great potential. 
All us bookdealers pray for such an experience with this
intuitive sensation.
 !e Seven Stairs by Stuart Brent, 1962. I interviewed 
him in his now-defunct literature-focused bookshop. He was 
gracious and gru#. A signed copy of his book seems to be as 
common as unsigned ones. Brent was an essential part of the 
Chicago cultural cityscape, encouraging young writers, such 
as Philip Roth, who said of Brent, “He was a cross between a 
Chicago intellectual and Persian rug dealer.”  
 Wise Men Fish Here: !e Story of Frances Stelo" 
and the Gotham Book Mart by W. G. Rogers, 1965. "e 
famous Stelo# was a great supporter of new writers and her 
cultural landmark bookshop was always busy, sometimes with 
people buying books. Writers, poets, denizens of Broadway, 
dancers, artists, and always at least one cat populated her store 
and life. A thorough account of an important Manhattan
literary landmark.
 Cody’s Books: !e Life and Times of a Berkeley 
Bookstore, 1956-1977 by Pat and Fred Cody. A wild time in 
Berkeley to own a bookstore and the Codys describe it well. One 
enjoyable feature is that at the end of each chapter, the Codys 
listed a few bestsellers from that year they were describing, 
often putting in context how out of the mainstream their 
shop was. A refreshing change from all the New York-based
bookstore biographies.
 !e King’s English: Adventures of an Independent 
Bookseller by Betsy Burton, 2005. Another non-New-York 
book, from Salt Lake City, and is very well presented. "e 
owner writes about the many authors the store supported 
with signings, especially the poet Mark Strand, and about 
making a success of an independent bookstore in the world 
of superstores and chains. "e near-disastrous dinner party 
for Isabel Allende is a fun chapter. "ere’s evident wit and a 
passion for promoting books. "ere are recommended reading 
lists in a variety of !elds, which breaks up the traditional 
narrative. I really enjoyed this bookstore biography.

books nominated by publishers, the authors themselves, and 
literary fans. All the books were published in the previous year.
 Amidst stories and tales about each book, the 
authors spoke to a captivated audience about their works, 
their words, and the books that in%uenced their writing. 
 "e awards are:

• Fiction: Celeste Ng, Little Fires Everywhere
• Non!ction: Deanne Stillman, Blood Brothers
• Poetry: Ruth Awad, Set to Music a Wild#re
• About Ohio or an Ohioan: Brian Alexander,
      Glass House
• Middle Grade / Young Adult: Tamara Bundy, 

Walking with Miss Millie
• Juvenile Literature: Sally Derby, A New School 

Year: Stories in Six Voices
• Reader’s Choice: Tamara Bundy, Walking with
      Miss Millie

 Looking for a new book? Try one of these Ohioana 
Award Winners.
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 "e "urber Prize for American Humor, presented 
annually by "urber House, honors exceptional humor writing 
published in the United States in the previous year. It is the 
highest recognition of humor writing in the U.S. "e list of 
!nalists and recipients over the years includes David Sedaris, 
Ian Frazier, Calvin Trillin, and other leading humor writers of 
our time. 
 First presented in Columbus in 1997, the award 
ceremony was held in New York City from 2004 to 2017. In 
2018, the presentation of the prestigious "urber Prize returned 
to Columbus. 
 "e annual selection process begins with publishers 
submitting some 60 to 80 books to "urber House for 
consideration. A local committee reads the entries and reduces 
the list to eight or nine semi-!nalists. "e semi-!nalists are then 
forwarded to a national panel of judges drawn from former 
nominees and others prominent in the !eld. "e panel selects 
three !nalists including the winning book. "e !nalists are 
announced, but the winning author is revealed at the "urber 
Prize event. "e judges for this year’s prize were 2016 winner 
Harrison Scott Key, 2016 !nalist Mary Norris, and 2009 
!nalist Laurie Notaro. 
 "e event at the Columbus Athenaeum on December 
5 was hosted by John Kenney, winner of the 2014 "urber 
Prize for his novel Truth in Advertising. Over 200 guests were 
entertained with an evening of humor featuring the three 
award !nalists: Jenny Allen for Would Everybody Please Stop?, 
John Hodgman for Vacationland, and Patricia Lockwood for 
Priestdaddy. "e evening culminated with the announcement 
of Patricia Lockwood as the recipient of the 2018
"urber Prize. 

Photo credit: Andy Brown and Will Brenner
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Alan Woods has roughly 35 shelf feet of biographies/
autobiographies of playwrights/theatre artists he’d like to 
donate to an appropriate repository. Please contact him directly 
wotan1942@gmail.com if you know of a good home for
his collection.
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Christine Hayes, who makes cookies 
and co#ee for every program meeting, 
is now providing mugs for the co#ee 
instead of using throw-away cups. 

$OGLQHV�LQ�3ULQW
William S. Burrough’s !e Revised Boy Scout Manual just o# the press.

A new book edited by Aldus members Geo# Smith and John Bennett has just been published by Ohio State 
University Press, which is headed by Aldus member Tony San!lippo. 

!e Revised Boy Scout Manual was a work Burroughs revisited many times, but which has never before been 
published in its complete form. Based primarily on recordings of a performance of the complete piece found 
in the archives at the OSU libraries, as well as various incomplete versions of the typescript found at Arizona 
State University and the New York Public Library archives, this lost masterpiece of satiric subversion is !nally 
available in its entirety.

John and Geo# and Jolie Braun and Tony San!lippo participated in a panel discussion about their work at 
"ompson Library on September 26, 2018.


