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Saint Mark Orthodox Church 

Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

 

OFFICERS: Father Gregory Safchuk, President Wayne Tatusko, Treasurer Sharon Carter, and 

Secretary, Debbi Dillon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Anna Nakshin, Sarah Borger, Gene Jacobsen, 

Kyra Smerkanich, Martha Baxtresser, Regina Kundell, Mihail Mihailov, Tom Jenkins. 

 

[Note: the meeting was held both in person and via Zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions] 

 

 

I. OPENING PRAYER:   Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 11:35AM 

 

 

II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:   Shirley Dean moved to accept the November 

2020 Annual minutes; Paula Zabela seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Father Gregory - He has noticed positive difference in 

confessions during Covid restrictions.  Because he does them in his office he has spent a 

lot more time with each individual. Father also wanted to thank Dcn. David Phelps for 

coming up at the last minute for Pascha night.   

  

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Wayne Tatusko – see read-ahead material.  He hopes people 

are not getting used to staying home from church.  He hopes people will get back into the 

habit of attending church once all this is over. 

 

V. TREASURER’ S REPORT:   

 

• Matthew Nimmer went over the 2020 Treasurer’s Report.  The overall amounts for 

our parish shrank due to Covid.  Fortunately, both our income and our bills shrank, 

and we ended up with a net income.  Paula Zabela moved to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report.   Shirley Dean seconded.  Treasurer’s Report carried. 

VI. Sharon Carter then shared the 2021 YTD report through March. We have an increase from 

last year.  She noted that we had a substantial increase in giving via PayPal.   Mark 

Phinney asked about Outreach Liability.  Matthew says that is how much we have 

available only for outreach and not for general purposes.  It must be given away and that 

is why it is considered a liability.   

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – Sarah Borger  - Jerry Marti would like to 

have the interviews transcribed for future purposes and to put them into a 

commemorative booklet.  Wayne Tatusko wrote a beautiful history of our iconography 

and the committee hopes to do more interviews with our choir members and Church 
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School.  Sharon is going through the Women’s Guild Scrapbook and digitizing them.   

Our official celebration will be in September of 2022.  It will be a weekend-long 

celebration here at the church so more people can attend.  Jerry is hoping to have 

Bishop Alexis speak. 

2. COMMITTEE REPORTS-  

• Iconography - Paulina Masick - the committee has not met because of Covid but 

she hopes they will meet soon.  They has not heard from Dmitri about whether he 

is still available to do the work.  Father is hoping to get in touch with him soon. 

• Pews - Mark Phinney – no report 

• Karen Phinney – Bells - We now have $10,000 donated towards the bells.  This is 

what we need for the down payment for the project.  Martha Baxtresser asked how 

much we will need to compete the project. Karen said approximately $20,000 for 

the bells and installation and said we have families who have committed to 

donating towards completion of the project.  Paulina Masick has been working 

with the county.  The issue with Montgomery County is the sound Db.  No zoning 

or building approvals are needed since that was approved when we built the bell 

tower.  Tina Burpee asked about the neighbors.  Karen said that we want to have 

more information from the county, and then Father will approach the 

neighborhood association.   

3. HEATING SYSTEM REPAIRS – The work is about to begin on the heating system. 

This will use up quite a bit of the money we began setting aside a couple of years ago.   

4. OTHER OLD BUSINESS -none 

VIII.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. AUDITOR’S REPORT – Jack Albert presented the Auditor’s Report.  There were a 

few miscellaneous issues.  The only issue they noted is that the bank statements were 

not reconciled in a timely manner.  Lori and Rob Hottle and Jack did the reconciliation 

for those months and there were a few discrepancies.  He encouraged the parish council 

to regularly look in terms of having more timely reconciliation.  

2. BAZAAR 2021 - Tina Burpee – Montgomery County seems to be opening up and she 

feels there is a very good possibility of hosting the bazaar. Tina is considering having 

fewer items available for the meal. They will still have carry-out and bakery as usual.   

Michael Lungociu asked about the window we have for carry-out in the back of the 

kitchen.  Tina said it was supposed to work as a carry-out window, but it was installed 

incorrectly.  

3. CHURCH SCHOOL - Our Church School director position is currently vacant.  

Father encouraged us to be realistic about whatever program we choose to have for this 

coming year.  We need to work with the number of children we have to teach and the 

willingness of parents to bring their children to Church School.  In recent years, both 

have been an issue.  When the OCA policies were changed, we were required to have 

two teachers per classroom.  This has created a shortage of available teachers.  We may 
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need to consider whether we will continue Church School during coffee hour.  Over the 

next few weeks we will start contacting people to see who is willing to come back to 

teach.  Father is very willing to be realistic.  If we don’t have enough students or 

teachers we will need to scale back.  But first we must get a handle on who is willing to 

coordinate and teach.  Father opened the floor for discussion.   

• Dcn Matthew encouraged us to first figure out how many students we will have 

attending.  In the past 10 years he has noticed that attendance has dropped.   

• Paulina Masick thought that it might be helpful to plan something for both the 

parents and teachers.  Perhaps some kind of adult education while the kids are in 

Sunday School.   

• John Inhat said that the kids went to church school during liturgy at St. Nicholas.   

• Matthew Nimmer said the church he grew up in had the children leave Sunday 

School just after communion.  That gave parents enough time to finish liturgy and 

go down for a little fellowship.   

• Michael Lungociu said we need to do a survey to see how many children will 

participate.   

• Shirley Dean said she’s watched for a while that parents will often say they want 

Church School and are excited, but then other kids activities begin and they don’t 

come.   

• Abby Dean tried to encourage parents to recognize the importance of church over 

sports. She reminded us that our children’s relationship with Christ is lifelong.  If 

we make sports and other activities the priority they often don’t come back. Abby 

Dean stated that being the Church School coordination is a lot of work suggested 

St. Mark consider a stipend.  It isn’t fair to ask one person run our entire Church 

School program as a volunteer. 

• Mark Phinney echoed Abby Dean’s statement about the importance of Church 

School. 

• Paulina Masick doesn’t feel that having a paid position is the problem and not a 

good carrot to get more kids involved.  She doesn’t think this will draw volunteers. 

She feels we should concentrate on creating a good program and people will come.  

We have many people in our parish with teaching experience.     

• Larisa Looby feels that paying a church school coordinator will create a cascade of 

other people who should be reimbursed.  A lot of people put so much time and 

effort volunteering at St. Mark. We should not single out one position. 

• Father reminded us that we shouldn’t leave any stone unturned and consider 

discussing all possibilities, including compensation.     

• Michael Lungociu suggested we make the Church School director a member of the 

council and perhaps have assistant director positions.   
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• Father said that at one time it was recommended we have Church School as a 

subject on the agenda at each Council meeting.  He also said that, since we will 

probably have fewer children, the job of coordinator won’t be so overwhelming. 

• Susie Needham was the leader of the teen group for several years and knows how 

much work it required just to lead the teen group.  She suggested we have a 

committee of church school directors rather than have all that pressure on one 

person.   

• Ann Prentice said that one thing that worked when they were running church 

school was using Sign Up Genius.  That way parents could sign up to lead one 

specific thing such as St. Nicholas Workshop.  She wanted to remind us that St. 

Mark is known for its church school.  We have people who have come here 

specifically because of our education program.   

4. OTHER NEW BUSINESS – none 

5. DATE OF THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING - November 21, 2021 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Shirley Dean moved to adjourn; Pat Inhat seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Father Gregory closed the meeting with “The Angel Cried” at 12:25PM 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Debbi Dillon 

St Mark Council Secretary 


