
 Page 1 of 3 

Saint Mark Orthodox Church 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 
 
OFFICERS: Father Gregory Safchuk, President Wayne Tatusko, Vice President Karen Phinney, 
Treasurer Matthew Nimmer and Secretary, Debbi Dillon 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Anna Kronick, Sarah Borger, Sharon Carter, 
Gene Jacobsen, Nikolay Korokhov, Kyra Smerkanich, Greg Yakubik. 
 
[Note: the meeting was held both in person and via Zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions] 
 
 
I. OPENING PRAYER:   Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 11:38AM 
 
 
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Kyra Smerkanich moved to accept the November 

2019 Annual minutes; Marcella Hydock seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Father Gregory - See read-ahead letter.   

 
IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Wayne Tatusko – In addition to his read-ahead material 

Wayne wanted to encourage people not to get too used to staying home from church.  It is 
his hope that people will get back into the habit of attending church once all this is over. 

 
V. TREASURER’ S REPORT:  Matthew Nimmer gave us the October report.  We are 

slightly ahead for the year.  Of note was one large stock gift which helped us 
tremendously.  Matthew announced that, as of December 2020, he is stepping down as 
treasurer and Sharon Carter will be taking over the task.  Matthew plans to be available to 
help her with the transition.   He thanked everyone for allowing him to serve as treasurer 
for the last 6 years.  Wayne thanked Matthew for his service to the parish.   
 

VI. CORRESONDENCE/FACILITY REQUESTS - none 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. ICON COMMITTEE – Paulina Masick - no report 

2. CHURCH PEW COMMITTEE REPORT – Mark Phinney – no report 

3. 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – Jerry Marti shared a photo of the new 50th 
Anniversary website.  He also showed us a photo of 6 scrapbooks assembled by Mary 
Mytryshyn many years ago that the committee is planning to look through and archive. 
They are also planning to continue interviews with long-time and former members. 
There is some new research needed to see if St. Mark’s land was part of the 
Underground Railroad. 
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4. ALL AMERICAN COUNCIL – As of this date the AAC is still being planned.  

5. COVID – EXPANDED RE-OPENING REPORT – Wayne – New restrictions were 
implemented by the county this fall.  Fortunately, we are still able to have 25% capacity 
combining both upstairs in the Nave and down in the fellowship hall.    

6. BAZAAR 2020 - Tina Burpee - because we didn’t have an in-person Bazaar we came 
up with virtual option.  Sharon created a beautiful flier that was sent out on the Friends 
list and to our Bazaar patrons thanking everyone for coming for the last 40yrs. It 
included a link for donations.  As of the end of October there was $2,000.00 in 
donations.  We hope to continue to receive more donations over the next few months.  

7. OTHER OLD BUSINESS -none 

VIII.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Karen Phinney nominated officers: President Wayne 
Tatusko, Vice President Karen Phinney, Secretary Debbi Dillon, council members Kyra 
Smerkanich and Gene Jacobsen all to second terms.  Sharon Carter was nominated for 
her first term as Treasurer.  Karen also nominated Tom Jenkins and Regina Kundell as 
new council members for 2-year terms.  Michael Mihailov and Martha Baxtresser were 
nominated for 1-year terms to finish the terms of outgoing council members.  Finally, 
she nominated Jack Albert and Lori Hottle to continue as our auditors.  Karen asked 
that the slate of officers, council members, and auditors be approved as one group. 
Christina Berencz moved that all those nominated as officers, council members, and 
auditors be elected unanimously.  Joan Mitchum seconded.  Motion carried.  

2. 2021 BUDGET – Wayne submitted the proposed 2021 budget.   

• This year we have tried to simplify the line-items.  For instance, we’ve put all the 
giving into one item.   

• A few items of note: We kept the budget for the bazaar for $34,000, which is the 
traditional profit from the bazaar.  Father Gregory has agreed to not receive a raise 
for 2021.  Charitable assistance has been zeroed out.  This is because we are in the 
negative by $18,000.  We do have a new line-item for unexpected expenses, which 
we discussed at the May Parish meeting, concerning our HVAC system. That 
money will be set aside in a reserve account for when we need it.  We have some 
money in the bank already earmarked for pews, iconography, and bells.  In 
conclusion, we have approximately $100,000 less in the bank now compared to 
2019. 

• Matthew Nimmer moved to have the budget approved. Gene Jacobsen seconded.   

• Discussion:  Mark Phinney asked about the bank’s requirement is for us to hold a 
certain amount of money in the bank to provide the mortgage.  Wayne says that 
they do not look at how much money we have, but they look at our cash-flow 
amounts. Wayne does not believe that a bank will call our loan during this time 
because of Covid.  Larisa Looby asked about our line-item for advertising and 
where we are advertising.  Lori Hottle said it was for the Yellow Pages.  Michael 
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Lungociu asked if we are going to make any extra payments to pay down the loan 
this year.   Wayne said we are only making our regular mortgage payments this 
year.  Diana Haverlack wanted to bring to our attention that, compared with other 
parishes with similar members, Father Gregory is getting paid about $49,000 less 
than other priests.  His base salary is much lower than other priests in similar 
metropolitan areas.  

•  Budget was passed by unanimous vote. 

3. AUDITOR’S REPORT – no report 

4. CHURCH BELLS - Karen Phinney - This project was resurrected after being put aside 
for many years.   Recently, there have been a few families who have donated money 
towards church bells.  Karen and others have been researching county restrictions and 
conducted a few tests on dB levels around our property.  The plan is to have this project 
fully funded by private donors with nothing coming from the budget.   

Karen moved that the church proceed with investigating the possibility of having bells 
installed if the bells will not violate any noise ordinances and the project is fully funded 
by specified donations. Tina Parish seconded.   

Questions:  Tina Burpee asked if there have been any concerns from the neighbors.  
Father will be talking with the homeowner’s association at the appropriate time.  
Michael Lungociu asked how often we would ring the bells.  Wayne said that normally 
we would ring them at the beginning of the service and at the consecration of the Gifts 
and we are not looking to get a big bell. It would be a set of smaller bells in the bell 
tower.  Motion carried.   

5. OTHER NEW BUSINESS – Wayne thanked everyone for their patience with doing a 
mixed meeting.  He thanked Debbi Dillon and Sarah Borger for working on the 
technical portion of the meeting.  

6. DATE OF THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING – May 16th, 2021 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Nancy Stanton moved to adjourn; Martha Baxtresser seconded.  
Motion carried. 

    Father Gregory closed the meeting with prayer at 12:15PM 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Debbi Dillon 
St Mark Council Secretary 


