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Friday, August 26, 2022 

6 pm 

Seven Oaks Country Club 
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Dorothy Donahoe Awards 

PROGRAM 
 

 
Welcome 

Christian Romo 
Chair, Kern County Democratic Central Committee 

 
 

National anthem 
Xochitl Garcia 

 
 

Invocation 

Louis Gill 
 
 

 DINNER  
 
 

Keynote Speaker 

Hon. Rob Bonta 
California Attorney General 

 
 

Awards Presentation 
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Thank you to the  
Dorothy Donahoe DINNER 

Planning Committee 
 
 

Tracy Lopez  
 
 

Cathee Romley 

 
 

Nicole Villaruz 
 
 

Connie Perez-Andreesen 
 
 

Robin Walters 
 
 

Christian Romo 
 
 

You are Truly Appreciated! 
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Our  Gold Sponsors  
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Our Keynote Speaker 

 
Honorable Rob Bonta 

California Attorney General 
 

 
On April 23, 2021, Rob Bonta was sworn in as the 34th Attorney General of 
the State of California, the first person of Filipino descent and the second 
Asian-American to occupy the position. 
Attorney General Bonta's passion for justice and fairness was instilled in 
him by his parents, who served on the frontlines of some of America's most 
important social justice movements. Instilling in him the lessons they 
learned from the United Farm Workers and the civil rights movement, 
Attorney General Bonta's parents lit a fire inside him to fight against 
injustice — to stand up for those who are taken advantage of or harmed. 
It's why he decided to become a lawyer — to help right historic wrongs 
and fight for people who have been harmed. He worked his way through 
college and graduated with honors from Yale University and attended Yale 
Law School. 
In the State Assembly, Attorney General Bonta enacted nation-leading 
reforms to inject more justice and fairness into government and 
institutions. As the People's Attorney, he sees seeking accountability from 
those who abuse their power and harm others as one of the most important 
functions of the job. In elected office, he has taken on powerful interests 
and advanced systemic change — pursuing corporate accountability, 
standing up for workers, punishing big polluters, and fighting racial 
injustice. He has been a national leader in the fight to transform the 
criminal justice system, banning private prisons and detention facilities in 
California, as well as pushing to eliminate cash bail in the state. He has led 
statewide fights for racial, economic, and environmental justice and 
worked to further the rights of immigrant families, renters, and working 
Californians. 
Prior to serving in the Assembly, Attorney General Bonta worked as a 
Deputy City Attorney for the City and County of San Francisco, where he 
represented the City and County and its employees, and fought to protect 
Californians from exploitation and racial profiling. 
Born in Quezon City, Philippines, Attorney General Bonta immigrated to 
California with his family as an infant. He is the son of a proud native 
Filipino mother and a father who taught him the value of public service to 
his community. He is married to Mia Bonta, and they are the proud parents 
of three children Reina, Iliana, and Andres, as well as their dog Legolas. 
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Awards 

 
 

Dorothy Donahoe Award 
Cathee Romley 

 
 

Chair’s Award 
Ralph Burnette  

 
 

John Lewis Award  
for Civic Engagement  

Hortencia Cabral  
 
 

Most Valuable Democrats  
Jerry and Robin Fernandez  

 
 

Good Donkey Award 
Sandy Reding  

 
 

Labor leader Award 
John Spaulding  
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Award recipient bios 
  
Dorothy Donahoe Award 
Cathee Romley 
 
Cathee is the soul of the local 
Democratic party. A Bay Area 
native, she has called Bakersfield 
home for 40-plus years and made 
an indelible mark on all of us.   
 
Her commitment to the party is 
unwavering. 
 
Cathee is past president of 
Democratic Women of Kern and 
its current membership chair, and 
she's former chair of the Kern 
County Democratic Central 
Committee.  
 
Her political instincts, generosity and sound advice make 
her the first call of any candidate or interested Democrat in 
Kern.   
 
Cathee has worked tirelessly for years as a Democrat in a sea 
of Kern County red, and yet she remains the epitome of 
optimism and positivity. She has worked on numerous local 
campaigns with a unique ability to assemble an army of 
volunteers to assist. It’s hard to say “no” to ask from Cathee!  
 
The success of this dinner and the annual DWK luncheon — 
some of the largest local Democratic fundraisers — belong to 
Cathee as she’s always willing to lend her fundraising 
talents and organizational skills.  
 
Known for her “lists,” her political savvy and her kindness, 
she is truly the mom of all local Democrats.  
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
Cathee’s favorite quote is: “Never let it be said that one 
person cannot change the world; for in fact, that's all who 
ever have." – Margaret Mead  
 
Married to Ted since they attended college together, they 
have two children and two grandchildren. When she is not 
doing anything and everything for our local party, she loves 
to spend time with her family.  
 
Cathee Romley has changed our world for the better. 
 
Chair’s Award 
Ralph Burnette 
 
Ralph first became involved in 
the Democratic Party during the 
2004 presidential election as a 
canvasser for the Howard Dean 
campaign in Boston. His 
experience during that cycle 
inspired him to stay involved in 
local campaigns in subsequent 
elections until he returned to his 
hometown here in Bakersfield.  
  
In late 2016, he founded Kern 
County Indivisible, an 
organization that connected members of the local activist 
community and provided a place for members to hone their 
organizing skills. Several members of Kern County 
Indivisible have gone on to be campaign staffers, Central 
Committee members, state party delegates, and in one case, 
a union leader.  
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
As a member of the Democratic Central Committee, he was a 
key player during our 2020 reorganization and has helped 
recruit candidates for public office. He continues to be 
involved in local campaigns on several levels.  
 
Ralph is most importantly a critical player behind the scenes, 
working data and numbers like only he can, and helping to 
craft and finesse messaging for both the party and its 
candidates. He has his hand in a lot, but takes little credit. 
 
John Lewis Award for  
Civic Engagement 
Hortencia Cabral 
 
Hortencia is the proud daughter 
of immigrant parents and a 
devoted working mother and 
wife. 
 
But her dedication to family is 
only part of her story. 
 
Hortencia was motivated to 
action after the 2016 election, 
that’s when she rolled up her 
sleeves and started to do things 
she never imagined she would do. She began knocking on 
doors to talk with community members about 
empowerment and encouraging them to exercise their right 
to vote.  
 
She discovered her second family in the Democratic Women 
of Kern, which helped and encouraged development of her 
GOTV (Get Out the Vote) postcard efforts to get our local  
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
candidates elected for office. In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic and with limitations on canvassing, Hortencia and 
DWK members managed to hand-write and mail nearly 
30,000 postcards direct to homes encouraging voting.  
Hortencia is one of our most dedicated voter engagement 
volunteers. 
 
If that’s not enough, she also serves as the secretary of the 
Kern County Democratic Central Committee. She continues 
to work on postcard writing efforts and has also helped to 
bring monetary resources to the Central Committee.  
 
Most Valuable Democrats 
Jerry and Robin Fernandez 
 
The Fernandezes are a power 
couple and always the first to 
raise their hands and 
volunteer… from selling swag  
to raising money for Democratic 
causes, or volunteering for 
marches and rallies to call 
attention to injustices or 
inequality.  
 
These committed Democrats 
have probably never uttered the 
word “no” to helping out, 
whether it be canvassing 
neighborhoods and voters to 
help our endorsed candidates,  
to setting up for a fundraiser. 
Both are members of Democratic Women of Kern (Robin is  
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Thank you to  our  sponsors!  
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About 
Dorothy N. Donahoe 

1911-1960 
 
 
 
 
Dorothy M. Donahoe, a native of California, was brought as a child to Bakersfield 
in 1914.  She was less than a year old when polio had left her a cripple on crutches 
and braces until she was a teenager. She as an honor graduate of the Kern County 
Union High School, where she was active in forensics and the yearbook.  Following 
graduation, Dorothy worked as a high school secretary from 1928 to 1935 and as 
the registrar from 1935 to1953. 
 
Among Dorothy’s civic interests were the Kern County Musical Association and 
the Kern County Philharmonic Society.  She was a board member of the Bakersfield 
Society.  She was board member of the Bakersfield Community Theater, and a 
charter member of the Y.W.C.A.  She was active in the Bakersfield Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, and she was the state president of that organization in 
1950-1951.  She participated in several Governor’s Conferences on the problems of 
aging, employment, small business, youth, civil defense, and western mining.  She 
was given national recognition by the United States State Department for her role 
as chairman of the Kern County Women’s Division of the Speaker’s Bureau in bond 
drives during World War II. 
 
Probably Dorothy was best known for her political activities with the Democratic 
Party.  She was a member of the Executive Board of the Kern County Democratic 
Women, and with strong support from the Democratic Party and the and the 
Business and Professional Women’s organization, she won election to the California 
Assembly where she served as an assemblywoman from the 38th District from 1953 
until her death in 1960. 
 
As a legislator, Dorothy was known affectionately as “The Voice of 
Humanity.”  Her committee assignments related to education, ways and means, 
social welfare, manufacturing, and oil and gas.  For her work as a legislator, the Los 
Angeles Times, in 1959, named her the “Woman of the Year.”  While serving as 
chairman of the Education Committee, she helped develop the landmark Master 
Plan for Higher Education in California.  In it, the roles of University of California, 
State Universities, and the Community Colleges were defined.  The master plan 
was adopted by the legislature in Sacramento soon after death in 1960.  Her 
legislative colleagues appropriately called the measure the Donahoe Higher 
Education Act.  On the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption of the legislation, 
Dorothy Donahoe, described as a “courageous and unyielding” champion of 
educational reform, was remembered in the naming of Donahoe Hall on the 
campus of California State University, Bakersfield.  
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
the group’s former treasurer) and the Kern County 
Democratic Central Committee (where Jerry serves on the 
executive board as treasurer/controller). Robin also 
manages our local Democratic office. 
 
Robin and Jerry were key players in making our local Kern 
County Women’s March a success over the years as well as 
consistent volunteers at our annual Labor Day picnic. If 
that’s not enough, they always make sure our booth at the 
Kern County Fair is properly set up and staffed each year, 
and have proudly represented Kern County at California 
Democratic Conventions over the years. They are truly 
dedicated, selfless and entirely devoted to advancing our 
party and our candidates. 
 
Good Donkey Award 
Sandy Reding 
 
Sandy received her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing and Public 
Health certificate from CSU 
Chico, leading her to a 35-plus-
year career as an RN in Kern 
County where she has become 
an advocate for the most 
marginalized in our community 
and an admired union leader.  
 
She works tirelessly standing up 
for her patients and nurse colleagues. After experiencing 
unjust working conditions in her union as president of the 
California Nurses Association and vice president of National 
Nurses United.   
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
Sandy is also vice president of the Central Labor Council, a 
vice president on the California Federation of Labor, and 
was elected an ADEM (Assembly District Elections Meeting) 
delegate and executive board member for AD 34. She is a 
dedicated member of the Kern Democratic Central 
Committee and Democratic Women of Kern.   
 
Her passion to helping those in need led her to volunteer in 
Texas after Hurricanes Katrina and Harvey, and at the 
Ridgecrest shelter after a catastrophic 
earthquake. She also volunteered to administer COVID-19 
vaccines in South Los Angeles and in East Bakersfield.  
 
She’s a proud advocate for Democrats, participating in 
phone and text banks, and canvassing for candidates.  
 
Labor Leader Award 
John Spaulding 
 
John Richard Spaulding was 
born September 20, 1940 in 
Normal, Illinois. He is a proud 
U.S. Army veteran having 
served from 1963 to 1966. 
Following his service in the 
Army, John returned home to 
marry the love of his life, Diana, 
in July 1966 — and the two just 
celebrated their 56th wedding 
anniversary last month.  
 
John and Diana are blessed with four children, Christi, 
Michael, Laura, and Richard, five grandchildren and one 
great grandson, with another on the way.  
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Award recipient bios 
 
 
He always prioritized serving his community. He also 
dedicated himself to union and political service where he 
built an extensive, highly-respected resumé and served as a 
mentor to others. 
 
John is a graduate of the Operating Engineers Local 12 
apprenticeship program as well as a graduate of the Trade 
Union Program at Harvard University. He worked with the 
Operating Engineers from 1966 until his retirement in 2005… 
but as most of us know, he didn’t stop there.  
 
Following his retirement, John began working with the 
Building Trades Council in 2007 and just recently retired as 
the executive secretary earlier this year.  
 
If all this isn’t enough, he served as president of the Central 
Labor Council, vice president of the Kern County 
Democratic Central Committee, and was a board member 
for the Workforce Development Board, Greater Bakersfield 
Separation of Grade District, Kern Transportation 
Foundation, Kern County Shriners Club, Kern County 
Scottish Rite, and the Kern County Free Masons.  
 
Even with all his service, John always made sure to find time 
to be a local baseball and soccer coach to so many children in 
our community.  


