
Life at Unity 
 September 20, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
I had the opportunity this week to read through a collection of prayers written by Dr. 
Sib Towner, one of my Old Testament Professors at Union Presbyterian Seminary. 
Perhaps you have known people who pray with great wisdom, a heart-felt sense of true 
relationship with God, a bit of humor, and by the end you know that you've been lifted 
in the very presence of God. Both of my Old Testament professors, Sib Towner and 
Dean McBride, could pray like that. Sometimes, we said that we didn't even need to 
listen to the lectures, all we needed were the opening prayers for us to have a truly 
amazing class experience. 
 
Many of Dr. Towner's prayers grew out of a particular scripture text or biblical book 
that he would be discussing in class. However, two of my favorite of his prayers were 
more occasional, and I thought I would share them with you.   
The first one is entitled "First Meeting of Hebrew Class." 

“O God, we might have done it differently, had we been you.  
We might have chosen a language with vowels and question marks and nice nasal 
consonants.   
We might, for example, have chosen English.  
But we are not you - thank you, Lord - and you have made your choice. 
 
Help us embrace your word as tenderly as we would embrace you. 
Give us diligence and sharp, swift pencils 
and a wry enjoyment of the unexpected. 
 
In Jesus' name, we pray. AMEN.” 

 
The other prayer is entitled "Vocation." 

“Thank you, O God, for putting us in this garden of opportunity. 
We want to help you. Honestly we do. 
Some of us hear you calling us to vocation of parent and homemaker. 
Some of us feel drawn to the life of the mind, to scholarship and teaching. 
Some groove on law, some on music or medicine. 
Some of us are still listening and waiting, muddling along, open to new adventures 
as you lead us.” 

 
Whatever we do with our lives, O God, may they be a blessing to others. 
Help us to help people find meaning and purpose, love and life. 
 
God, if it be your will, gift us to be part of such miracles of the spirit wherever we can. 
Thus, we will have lived out our vocations and found in your garden 
the fullness of our own lives. 
 
In Jesus' name, we pray. AMEN. 
 
May our prayers be so full and rich today in this new program year at Unity 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
is extended to James Bunge and 

his family in the death of his 
mother, Miriam Bunge, on 

September 14th, 2022. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

ICE CREAM SCOOP 
WINNER 

 
There were 175 Flamingos at 

the Ice Cream Social, and 
Cambelle Lanter was the 

closest to that number! She 
won a PINK ice cream scoop! 
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EARLY OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 -- Jean McManus; Cathy 
Nunnery; Tyson Shouse; Addie 
Swainey  
 
2 -- Erika Friedman  
 
3 -- Jim Babinchak; Jeannie 
Bickett; Charley Faulkenberry; 
Luke Hansen; Wyndie Havnaer; 
Ethan Tedford; Liz Vierstra; 
Travis Williams  
 
4 -- Dan Mace; Deborah 
Mowen  
 
5 -- James Bunge; John 
Hoffman; Matthew Lake; 
Allison Ross; Ken Wisz  
 
6 -- Betsy Gload; Audrey 
Renken  
 
7 -- Laura Hall; Sofie Hall; Rick 
Meacham; Sandy Paul; Chloe 
Templeton; Andrew Thomas  
 
8 -- Scott Frattaroli; Phil 
Stocker; Larry Terrell  
 
9 -- Ashley Cordell; Victor 
Ernst; Austin Griffin  
 
10 -- Annette Chinchilla; Donna 
Diedrich; Anthony Frattaroli; 
Georgia Sullivan  
 
11 -- Reese Channell; Hudson 
Spinner  
 
12 -- Marlys Beatty; Kinley 
Cordell; Craig Evans; Caitlyn 
Meacham; Marissa Robbins; Joy 
Smith; Robin Standley; Katy 
Whitesell  
 
13 -- Kathy Sizemore  
 
14 -- Lauren Meyer; John 
Turner  
 
15 -- Sheryl Asbury; Doris 
Dunn; Angie Haskell; Darlene 
Williams  

Register today for Coffee and Connections, a 
parent’s night out event for parents of children 
5th grade and younger. It will be held on 
Friday, September 23rd from 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
with special guest singer/songwriter and 
PCUSA pastor, Steve Lindsley. It’s been a wild 
2+ years. If you’re looking to gather with 
others, reconnect, listen to some music, hear a 
good word or two, and just “be,” then this night 
is exactly what you’re looking for! Free 
childcare will be offered from 6:45 - 8:45 PM 

for those attending the event. Let us know you are coming and reserve your childcare 
slot: https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/coffee-connections/ 

Unity Youth started selling tickets for their BBQ 
Fundraiser on Sunday, September 18th. There is a 
limited amount so be sure to get yours as soon as 
you can! 
 
There will be a table set up in the Narthex between 
services with youth and an adult selling tickets.  
 
Tickets are for $45 for one delicious whole Boston 
Butt and $12 for one delicious quart of Brunswick 
Stew. 
 
Pick-up for the Boston Butt and Brunswick Stew 
will be on October 29th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. (Sides and deserts will also be 
available for donations at pick-up). All proceeds will be going to Youth Trips. 
Other pick-up dates available. 

DIMES FOR HUNGER 

YOUTH BBQ FUNDRAISER 

Dimes for Hunger began in our presbytery in 1977 when most of the textile mills in our 
area closed, and many people who lost their jobs were unable to feed themselves and 
their families.  The plan was simple: ask each member in each of our churches to give 
one dime – per meal – per day for the month of September.  The offering would be 
used to help provide food for our neighbors who were hungry.  Why do we continue to 
do this?  Christ told his disciples to “give them something to eat.” 
 
This is the 44th year that Providence Presbyterians 
have responded to Christ’s call to “give them 
something to eat.” [Mark 6:37] 
 
There are still many in need of food in our area.  Let’s 
save our CHANGE, so we can give our CHANGE, 
so we can do more to CHANGE the lives of those 
who are hungry here at home and farther away.  
 
Dimes for Hunger runs from September 4th to 
October 2nd. Details for how to give are here: 
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/ 

REGISTER FOR COFFEE & CONNECTIONS 

https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/coffee-connections/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

Register now for an All-Church Read Small Group! This is a “choose your own 
adventure” type of All Church Read. Each small group will offer one of the following 
studies on the topic of “Finding Unity in a Divided World.”:  
1st Corinthians study by Dr. Matt Rich, Brave Church by Elizabeth Hagan, and 
Forbearance by James Calvin Davis. Groups will meet for 6 weeks with most groups 
beginning the week of September 25th. On November 13th, there will be a lunch and 
conversation for all small group participants. This will be a time to share with other 
groups about each study and for the whole group to discern together what we learned, 
how we have grown, and what our next steps as a church could be. See the church 
website for a list of small groups options and to register: https://unityfortmill.org/
ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/. 

REGISTER FOR ALL-CHURCH READ 

After much deliberation and multiple 
votes, the choir formerly known as the 
Junior Choir has decided to claim the 
name Covenant Choir! This name says so 
much about who we are, calling to mind 
the covenants that God made with our 
Biblical ancestors (Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, David) and ultimately fulfilled in 
Christ. God is faithful and keeps his 
promises. It also speaks to our covenant to one another when we live in community - to 
treat each other with love, dignity, kindness, and respect. What a weighty and significant 
name our young singers have chosen! 
 
This Sunday, September 25th, we look forward to both of our children’s choirs 
singing in worship – the Cherub Choir at 8:45 AM and the Covenant Choir at 11:00 
AM.  

UNITY CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 

GCs is a fellowship group for 4th and 5th graders. It meets 
seasonally on Sunday afternoons for games, fellowship, 
mission, and devotions. We will meet for 4 Sunday 
afternoons this fall through October 9th from 3:00 - 
4:00 pm in Room M208. Let us know you plan to 
participate:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A
4FE3-growing 

GROWING CHRISTIANS (GCS) 

“Welcome to Unity” Coffee will be held Sunday, September 25th, from 9:45 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  This is a time for new folks and visitors to come 
together with members to learn more about Unity Presbyterian Church.  You will have 
an opportunity to ask questions.  Please feel free to join us!  

CONNECTIONS CLASS 
 

If you are seeking, or are 
curious about, membership at 

Unity Presbyterian Church, the 
Hospitality & Evangelism Team 

would like to invite you to 
attend Connections Class on 
Sundays, October 16th and 
23rd from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 
am in the Fellowship Hall. 

This class offers a brief 
introduction to the polity and 

history of the Presbyterian 
church, history of Unity 
Presbyterian Church, an 
overview of the many 

opportunities to participate in 
the life at Unity, and plenty of 

time for questions and answers. 
 
 

TONY DEHLER 
CIRCLE CHRISTMAS 

AUCTION 
 

The Tony Dehler Circle will 
hold its annual Christmas 

auction once again this year. In 
preparation, please begin 

making any crafts or canning 
any food you might wish to 

donate. We auction new items, 
craft items, food, tickets to 

events, and time in a beach or 
mountain house. No used items 

please. We look forward to 
seeing you in December!  

  

“WELCOME TO UNITY” COFFEE 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-growing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-growing


STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 
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Are You Stressed? 
Discouraged? Feeling 

Down? 
 

You don’t have to go through 
difficult times alone. Our Stephen 
Ministers are ready to provide you 

with confidential, one-to-one, 
Christian care and support to help 
you get through a tough time. So 

don’t keep it all inside and 
struggle alone. Our Stephen 
Ministers are there to care. 

 
To learn more about Stephen 
Ministry, please contact one of 
our referral coordinators, Susan 

Mobley or Dave Johnson via 
email at 

Stephenministryreferrals@unityfo
rtmill.org or call a pastor at the 
church office - 803-547-5543 

SIGN UP TO HOST A TRUNK FOR TRUNK OR TREAT 

FAMILY PROMISE - HELP NEEDED 

Unity will be hosting Family Promise during 
the week of October 2-9.  Please sign up if 
you can help: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1   
or contact Dannie Vaughn (vaughndl@comporium.net) or Jennifer Brindisi 
(moms2fourgirls@gmail.com) if you have questions. Thanks for your help! 

UNITY IS HIRING! 

LUNCH BUNCH 

We are seeking a Faith Formation Assistant who would work in the office 10-12 hours a 
week, preferably on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The person in this position would be 
responsible for assisting the Director of Christian Education and the Director of Youth 
Ministries by completing administrative tasks for Children, Youth and Adult Ministries, 
such as creating and maintaining registration for events; organizing supplies; and 
assisting with general record keeping, mailings, event promotion and creation of 
supplemental materials for Faith Formation ministry programs. The Faith Formation 
Assistant is expected to have computer knowledge including proficiency with Microsoft 
products (Word, Excel, Publisher, Outlook, etc.), email, Social Media and the Internet.  
Training will be provided in the new church management software.  Knowledge and 
experience in Canva or other basic design software a plus.  See the full job description 
and apply here: https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/. We will begin reviewing 
applications starting September 21st. 

We are excited that Lunch Bunch is coming back after a COVID absence. Our first 
meeting will be Wednesday, September 28th at 12:00 pm. 
 
Jack Wiles will be our speaker. He is a security 
related professional with over 40 years 
experience, and will share several ways to stay 
safe while traveling out of your home. He has 
trained hundreds of federal agents and senior 
security specialists on a number of computer 
crime topics. Jack is also a 22-year member of 
the National Speakers Association. This will 
be part 1 of his talk. The other half will be 
presented in November on security inside 
your home. 
 
Please bring your sandwich for lunch. Chips, drinks, and dessert will be provided. 

Our Trunk or Treat will be held Saturday, October 22nd from 3:00 - 5:00 pm on 
the front lawn. Register now to host a trunk or to help in other ways: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-trunk.  

We can’t do it without you!   
 
Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at 
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org  
or Kaiti Bryant at KBryant@UnityFortMill.org  

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1
mailto:vaughndl@comporium.net
mailto:moms2fourgirls@gmail.com
https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-trunk
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KBryant@UnityFortMill.org


 
PEANUT BUTTER & 

JELLY SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, October 2nd is Peanut 
Butter & Jelly Sunday.   

Please bring donations of 
nonperishable food and supplies 

for the Fort Mill Care Center 
and deposit them in the 

collection bin in the Narthex any 
time you are at church.  This 

month the Care Center is 
requesting stick butter/

margarine, block cheese, boxed 
mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
deodorant, and liquid dish 

soap.  You can also drop off 
donations, including any 

refrigerated items, directly at the 
Fort Mill Care Center.  They are 

open MWF from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 PM.  Please have them 

weigh the donation and please 
send an Email with the total 

weight to Larry Terrell at 
larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net.  Last 

month we collected 519 lbs., 
bringing our year to date total to 
3,838 lbs.  Unity Men's Ministry 
thanks you for your generosity 

that strengthens our connections 
with neighbors in need.  
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SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY 

During the month of October, your support is needed as we begin our annual 
nonperishable food drive, Sharing God's Bounty, benefiting the Fort Mill Care Center. 
The items requested by the Care Center include the following: grits, pancake syrup, 
boxed mashed potatoes, stuffing, cranberry sauce, gravy, pie crust mix, pie fillings 
(cherry, pumpkin), and evaporated milk. The Fort Mill Care Center will use our donated 
items to provide Thanksgiving meals for Fort Mill families. Please bring an item or two 
any time you are on campus during the month of October. Your donations can be 
added to the display down the hall from the Narthex or drop them in the donation 
boxes located in the Fellowship Hall, Church Office, and Preschool Lobby. This year we 
also encourage all children and youth to bring food to donate to the Fort Mill Care 
Center, because there is a fun twist!  When you bring an item to donate, you will be 
given a chance to vote to pie (yes...pie) the staff member of your choice! We will have 
our celebration event at Trunk-n-Treat on Saturday, October 22nd, so save the 
date on your calendars! More information will follow. Thanks in advance for your 
donations.  

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Unity Preschool is excited to begin our 16th year this fall!  We opened the week of 
Labor Day with five classes, 54 students, and 12 Staff members.  Here are three ways 
that you can support Unity Preschool during the 2022-23 school year:   
 
1. Book Fairy Campaign:  Because Unity Preschool recognizes the importance of 

reading to children from an early age, we give books to our Preschool students 
several times a year (e.g., birthday, Christmas, Easter, end-of-year).  Unity Preschool 
has again partnered with the Scholastic Classroom Counts fundraising program to 
raise money so that we can purchase books for our students throughout the school 
year and for our preschool library. Will you consider being a "Book Fairy" for our 
preschool students and donating to our campaign?   

 Any donation amount is greatly appreciated. You may use this link 
(https://shop.scholastic.com/viewCampaign?campaignId=ff8605da-507b-4bbd-
9232-1a6f2c68bfc4) or donate online using Unity's website. Please choose 
"Preschool" as the fund and include "Book Fairy Campaign" in the notes.   

2. Preschool VIP (Volunteer Impacting Preschool): If you would like to donate 
your time, we welcome classroom volunteers in our Fours classes and help with 
copying, laminating and other special projects. We offer very flexible schedules.  
Please contact Linda Bunge (preschoolatunity@gmail.com) for more information 
about this volunteer opportunity.  

3. Prayer: Prayers for a safe and healthy school year for our Staff and students are 
always appreciated.  

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
https://shop.scholastic.com/viewCampaign?campaignId=ff8605da-507b-4bbd-9232-1a6f2c68bfc4
https://shop.scholastic.com/viewCampaign?campaignId=ff8605da-507b-4bbd-9232-1a6f2c68bfc4
mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com


Q. What does the Stewardship section of  the budget support?   
A. Not only are we at Unity good stewards of our church, but we know it is important to financially support the 
larger organizations which support us with their skills and resources. 
Presbytery Giving ($65,400) 

• Supports the people who connect and support 55 churches in York, Lancaster, Chester, Kershaw & Union counties of 
South Carolina. 

• Co-ordinates support for the needy in those communities. Collectively supports missions like Dimes for Hunger, 
Matthew 25, refugee support, Bethelwoods, and Presbyterian Homes.  

• Provide missionary support honoring Cindy Corell in Haiti and Dori Hjalmarson in Honduras. 

• Supports Committee on Ministry Team programs such as Preparation for Ministry Scholarships, Pastoral Support, and 
Continuing Education events; and also supports Education & Equipping Team programs such as Resource Center, 
Training Scholarships, and Triennium. 

 
Presbytery Assessment ($15,000) - $12.65 per member is paid (per capita) 

• $9.85 supports the General Assembly - “Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant members of the Presbyterian 
church, through the governing bodies [mid councils], to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing 
the cost of coordination and evaluation of mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that 
identify a Reformed Church, while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among all Presbyterians”. 
General Assembly mission work includes Presbyterian Disaster Assistance response; Overseas mission co-worker 
support; and G.A. and G.A. Council activities. 

• $1.50 supports the Synod – Connects the ministry of 16 Presbyteries in the southeast. Synod Mission work includes 
Grant programs to assist presbyteries and congregations; Training Programs for mission and ministry; and new church 
development and revitalization programs. 

• $1.30 supports the Presbytery – Connecting 55 churches in five upstate counties of South Carolina. 
 
Montreat Benevolence Fund ($ 900) - The Montreat Fund sustains the mission and ministry of the conference center 
through collective, unrestricted, annual support. Generous gifts continue to ensure that Montreat is able to carry out its work 
and respond with flexibility during ever-changing times. 
 
Giving Costs ($11,825) - Processing fees for online giving and other miscellaneous giving costs. 
 
Campaign Costs ($3,100) - Costs associated with producing stewardship materials and ministry fair support.  

STEWARDSHIP BUDGET FUNDING 
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“ADOPT A PIECE OF UNITY” 

SIGN-UP on Sunday, October 9th, to “ADOPT A PIECE OF UNITY”  
  
The Building and Grounds Ministry Team will be in the hallway next to the Narthex after both worship services on October 
9th to sign people up for the new “ADOPT A PIECE OF UNITY” program. We need families and individuals to help us 
with maintaining the landscaping beds so we can all enjoy our beautiful campus.  
  
The map of the campus below shows the 14 adoptable areas. We would like to have multiple families and/or individuals 
adopt one of these areas to ensure that our God-given Unity grounds get the love they need. The primary responsibility is to 
do periodic weeding throughout the year and, where you can, to help the Building and Grounds Team place mulch and 
wood chips and perform other landscaping chores during the church’s Spring and Fall landscaping workdays.  
  
Please consider volunteering to maintain our landscaped areas. Many hands make light work! If you are unable to be at the 
October 9th church services but want to adopt an area, please contact Ken Tysinger at 803-493-3671 or Dan Rogers at 864-

245-3122. 
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


