
 
 The Service for the Lord's Day 

 Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
    11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 September 25, 2022 
 
 

“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 
 
 

 WE CELEBRATE GOD'S LOVE 
 
 

Prelude                  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                             J.S. Bach 
 

Welcome and Announcements           
 
Minute for Mission 
 
Choral Introit      O Come and Sing unto the Lord (stanza 2)              IRISH 

Before God’s presence let us come  
with praise and thankful voice; 
let us sing psalms to God with grace;  
with grateful hearts, rejoice. 

  
* Call to Worship               Psalm 91:15 
            ONE: When they call to me, I will answer them, says the Lord. 

MANY: I will be with them in trouble, 
ONE: I will rescue and honor them.  
MANY: With thanksgiving and praise, let us worship the living God! 

  
* Hymn of Praise No. 630          Fairest Lord Jesus                   CRUSADER’S HYMN
                  
Prayer of Confession                 

MANY: God of justice and righteousness, you lift up the lowly and fill the empty; yet we adore the 
high and the mighty. You reach out to the poor; yet we ceaselessly pursue wealth. You talk about 
treasure in heaven; yet we want dollars in our accounts right now. Correct our misguided ways. 
Forgive our lack of generosity. Free us from striving for more and more. Change our hearts so that 
we can tend to things that matter and find our life in Jesus Christ.  

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon                          

ONE:  Without regard for the cost, the precious love of God is poured out in Jesus Christ.  This is good 
news! 

MANY: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 
 
* Congregational Response No. 581              Glory Be to the Father                              GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, amen. 



The Sacrament of Baptism 
Presentation 
Questions to Parents and Congregation 
Affirmation of Faith -  The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the   
communion of the saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
... Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon Nicolas, upon us, and upon 
this water that this font may be your womb of new birth.  Strengthen us 
all to serve you with joy until that day when you make all things new.  
Amen. 

The Baptism 
Laying on of Hands 
Welcome 

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome Nicolas into Christ’s church, 
for we are all one in Christ. We promise to love, encourage, and 
support you, Carla and Mike, and we promise to share the good news 
of the gospel with Nicolas. 

Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me!  This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying “Let them come to me.” 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 

Gifts from the Congregation 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 

First Reading                          Psalm 146 
 
Special Music            God Is Here Today                 arr. Trenney
              Covenant Choir 

Patsy Surratt, piano 
 

God is here today; as certain as the air I breathe, 
as certain as the morning sun that rises, 
as certain when I sing, you’ll hear my song. 
 

WELCOME 

Whether you are visiting 
for the first time, or are a 
long-time member, we 
are blessed to have you 
with us.   

As a congregation, we 
seek to live as people 
united in Jesus Christ. 
Our church consists of 
people of all ages and 
stages on faith’s journey, 
from those new to faith 
to those who have honed 
their faith for decades.  
We consider this one of 
Unity’s  greatest gifts.  
We see ourselves as an         
ever-widening family 
with room for everyone.   

We tend to worship in 
some pretty traditional 
ways.  We study the 
scriptures and seek to 
understand the teachings 
and actions of Jesus.  We 
sing many of the same 
hymns our grandparents 
sang.  Yet, in our 
preaching and our   
prayers, we wrestle with 
the challenges of the 
modern world.  

We hope your heart will 
hear something personal 
and re levant  th i s    
morning - a word of 
comfort, a spur to    
action, a call to a deeper 
connection with the God 
who loves you!   

After the service, stick 
around for a few 
minutes.  Introduce 
yourself to one of the 
pastors.  If you cannot 
stay or are worshiping 
with us online, please 
visit our website.  See if 
this is a place and a  
people that God is   
calling you to be a part 
of, a place and a people 
where you might invest 
yourself in the amazing 
work God is doing, a 
place and a people you 
just might call home. 

 



God is love, and when we love each other, 
God lives in us, abides with us 
when we love our neighbor. 

 
Time with Children 
         
Congregational Blessing                   Go Now in Peace       Sleeth 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, 
may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 
Second Reading              Luke 16:19-31 
 
Sermon       “The One Whom God Helps”                  Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  

MANY: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Offering  
As we worship both at home and in the sanctuary, we pause in gratitude to God 
to prayerfully reflect on the response we make to God’s amazing grace in Jesus 
Christ.  Financial gifts can be shared online at https://onrealm.org/
unityfortmill/give/now through the mail, the offering plates in the Narthex, 
or the mailbox in front of the Historic Sanctuary. 

               
Offertory Anthem            Come to the Water            Foley, arr. Hasseler 

Chancel Choir 
 

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without price.  
Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord? 
 
And let all who seek, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without strife.  
Why should you spend your life, except for the Lord? 
 
And let all who toil, let them come to the water. 
And let all who are weary, let the come to the Lord: 
all who labor, without rest. 
How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord? 
 
And let all the poor, let them come to the water. 
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord: 
bring the children without might. 
Easy the load and light, come to the Lord. 
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* The Doxology No. 606                                        OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

* Hymn of Commitment No. 687         Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                               ST. ANNE 

 
* Charge and Benediction 

 

* Choral Response                  God Be with You Till We Meet Again          Vaughn Williams 

God be with you till we meet again; 

loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 

God be with you till we meet again.  

  

* Postlude          Toccata on Psalm 146                 Zwart 
*As you are able in body or spirit, please stand.        
 

Copyright permissions – CCLI License #20674929, One License #A-727534 
God Is Here Today – Translation: C. Michael Hawn, © 1999 Choristers Guild. 

Go Now in Peace – Text: Natalie Sleeth, © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
Come to the Water – Text: John B. Foley, © 1978 S.J. and OCP. 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Dr. Bob Martin by Joan 
Martin. 
 
BEING BAPTIZED TODAY is Nicolas Vincent Litrenta, son of Carla and Mike Litrenta. 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to James Bunge and his family in the death of his mother, Miriam 
Bunge, on September 14th, 2022.  
 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP, GROW, AND SERVE 

 
REGATHERING SAFETY PROTOCOLS:  In March of 2022, the Session of Unity Presbyterian Church 
approved health and safety protocols to correspond with the CDC’s three levels of COVID-19 community 
transmission.  The CDC updates their information  weekly.  For the current community transmission level and 
Unity’s health protocols, please visit:  www.unityfortmill.org/covid-19-response/regathering/ and search for 
South Carolina and York County. 
 

Worship 
CHILDREN OF ALL AGES are welcome in worship.  If you find that you need to leave the service to care 
for your child, Room M201 is open, and is connected to the sanctuary sound system.  Ask an usher in the 
Narthex if you need directions. 
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE during worship services in Room S103 on the bottom floor of the Sanctuary 
building.  Our nursery is run by trained, paid staff.  The nursery is appropriate for children birth through 4 years 
old (if not old enough for CIW.)  Pagers are available for your convenience.  Age-appropriate Bible stories and 
activities are offered throughout the morning.  Children may be dropped off up to 15 minutes prior to a worship  

http://www.unityfortmill.org/covid-19-response/regathering/


service or may attend worship with you until the Children’s Time, and then will be taken to nursery by our  
volunteers and staff.  If your child plans to leave the service following Children’s Time, please complete a bright yellow 
Child Identification Sticker, found in the pew rack.  Place it on your child’s back.  Please check “nursery” on the 
sticker and add a cell phone number in case of an emergency. 
 
CIW IS AVAILABLE DURING BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES.  “Children in Worship” is a Montessori-based 
worship program for young children (those who were 4 by September 1st, 2022, and those currently in Kindergarten and 1st 
grades).  They will learn to worship in a way that corresponds to corporate worship yet  
addresses their needs as young children.  Please bring your child with you to worship in the sanctuary and complete a 
Child Identification Sticker, found in the pew rack, and place it on your child’s back.  Check “CIW” on the sticker 
and add a cell phone number in case of an emergency.  After the Children’s Time, your child will be escorted to the 
CIW Room (M206) on the children’s Sunday school wing.  
 
INVITE A FRIEND SUNDAY – OCTOBER 9TH. Everyone is encouraged to think of a friend you have been 
meaning to invite to church and invite them to join you for worship and Sunday school on Sunday, Oct 9. This is not just 
for children. It could be a family in your neighborhood, a friend from your book club, a co-worker, or a family member. 
Who could you invite? Reach out and invite them today! 
 

Endowment Sunday 
TODAY IS ENDOWMENT SUNDAY and Unity’s Endowment Board is proud to announce the funding of the 
following projects for the 2022-2023 fiscal year: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who has supported Unity’s Endowment or has included it in their estate plan. With a simple 
bequest in your will or a beneficiary designation on an insurance policy or retirement account, you can make a lasting 
impact with a gift of any size to our Endowment. If you have any questions, please see one of the board members: Bobby 
Rogers, Chair; Scott Watson, Vice Chair, Ed Tatum; Kathy Sizemore; Jenny Fike; Dan Rogers; Lauren Mobley. 

 
Congregational Care 

LUNCH BUNCH IS BACK! Lunch Bunch is group of folks who meet at noon for fellowship, lunch, and a 
program. The first meeting for this season will be September 28th at 12:00 p.m. Bring your own sandwich. Chips, drinks, 
and desserts will be provided. An informative program will be given by Jack Wiles, a security professional with 40 years of 
experience in this field. He will be informing us on how to stay safe while traveling and at other times outside your home. 
 

Faith Formation. 
MONDAY MUSINGS meets each Monday from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. with the pastors in Room M201 for conversation 
about and study of Sunday’s sermon and scripture texts.   



SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES IS AVAILABLE EACH WEEK at 10:00 a.m.  If you need assistance finding a 
class to fit your needs, please contact Kathryn McGregor (KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org) 
Children    Adults     Youth 
Birth - 3 years: Room S103  As a Child: Room M312   6th - 7th grade: M106 
4k - 1st grade: Room M205  Faith Connections: Room M201 Confirmation: M107 
2nd - 5th grade: Room M208  Fellowship: Historic Sanctuary  9th - 12th grade: M108 
     Gospel of Matthew: Room M210 
     Unity: Room M102 
 
GROWING CHRISTIANS (GCS) MEETS TODAY AT 3:00 P.M. GCs is a fellowship group for 4th and 5th graders. 
It meets seasonally on Sunday afternoons for games, fellowship, mission, and devotions. We will meet each Sunday 
afternoon this fall through October 9th from 3-4 pm in Room M208. Come join the fun! 
 
ALL-CHURCH READ SMALL GROUPS BEGIN THIS WEEK. This is a “choose your own adventure” type of All 
Church Read. Each small group will offer one of the following studies on the topic of “Finding Unity in a Divided 
World.”: 1st Corinthians study by Dr. Matt Rich, Brave Church by Elizabeth Hagan, and Forbearance by James Calvin 
Davis. Groups will meet for 6 weeks with most groups beginning the week of September 25th. On November 13th, there 
will be a lunch and conversation for all small group participants. This will be a time to share with other groups about each 
study and for the whole group to discern together what we learned, how we have grown, and what our next steps as a 
church could be. See the church website for a list of small groups options and to register: https://unityfortmill.org/
ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/ 
 
SIGNUP TO WRITE AN ADVENT DEVOTION. You are invited to help us write or create art for our 2022 Advent 
Devotions. The devotions will be written by the members of the congregation and will be available in printed booklet form 
and online on the church website and Facebook page. They will begin on the first Sunday of Advent, November 27th, and 
continue each day through Christmas Day. The theme for our devotions will be: “Glory Draws Near” and will mirror the 
scripture passages being used each Sunday in worship during Advent. Each day, a passage of scripture has been chosen. 
Week 1: Glory Passes By; Week 2: The Glory of the Lord shall be Revealed; Week 3: Gloria; Week 4: The Glory of the 
Lord Shone Around Them. These devotions will help members of our church family learn more about each other, learn 
from each other, and prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Devotions may be written by individuals, couples, or 
families of all ages. Additionally, we would love to include some artwork by people of all ages. To participate, sign up for a 
particular day: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-unity The assigned scripture for that day is listed 
beside that date.  More guidelines for devotion writing can be found on Unity’s website at: https://unityfortmill.org/
happenings/write-an-advent-devotion/. Devotions should be emailed to Kathryn McGregor at 
kmcgregor@unityfortmill.org by Sunday, November 6th.  
 

Children’s Ministry 
SIGN UP NOW TO HELP WITH TRUNK OR TREAT! Trunk or Treat is back and will be held on Saturday, 
October 22nd from 3:00-5:00 p.m. We need YOU to make this a fun and safe event for Unity families and the community 
at large.  Here's how you can help: Provide a decorated trunk; Donate individually wrapped, nut-free candy; Donate 
inexpensive, small non-candy items; Help with set up or clean up. Donation boxes are located outside the church office 
and in the Narthex. For more information, see the church website: https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/trunk-or-treat/. 
Please sign up to help in one of these ways as soon as possible but no later than October 12: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-trunk with all candy and non-candy donations dropped off at the 
church by Sunday, October 16.   Sponsored by the Children's and Youth Ministry Teams. Questions? Please contact 
Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or Kaiti Bryant at KBryant@UnityFortMill.org. 
 

Hospitality & Evangelism 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING, OR ARE CURIOUS ABOUT, MEMBERSHIP at Unity Presbyterian Church, the 
Hospitality & Evangelism Team would like to invite you to attend Connections Class on Sundays, October 16th AND 
23rd from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. This class offers a brief introduction to the polity and history of 
the Presbyterian church, history of Unity Presbyterian Church, an overview of the many opportunities to participate in the 
life at Unity, and plenty of time for questions and answers.  
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Outreach 
DIMES FOR HUNGER - From September 4th - October 2nd we are receiving the Dimes for Hunger Special Offering 
with the other churches of Providence Presbytery.  This is the 44th year that Providence Presbyterians have responded to 
Christ’s call to “give them something to eat.” [Mark 6:37]. Each person is encouraged to give a dime for each meal eaten this 
month. 100% of your offering will go directly to help our sisters and brothers who suffer from food insecurity here at 
home and farther away. To donate, visit https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/. 
 
UNITY WILL BE HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE during the week of October 2nd - 9th. Please sign up if you can 
help. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1 or contact Dannie Vaughn
(vaughndl@comporium.net) or Jennifer Brindisi(moms2fourgirls@gmail.com) if you have questions. Thanks for your help! 
 
NEXT SUNDAY IS PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY.  Please bring donations of nonperishable food and 
supplies for the Fort Mill Care Center and deposit them in the collection bin in the Narthex any time you are at 
church.  This month the Care Center is requesting stick butter/margarine, block cheese, boxed mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
deodorant, and liquid dish soap.  You can also drop off donations, including any refrigerated items, directly at the Fort Mill 
Care Center.  They are open MWF from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  Please have them weigh the donation and please send an 
Email with the total weight to Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net.  Last month we collected 519 lbs, bringing our 
Year to Date total to 3,838 lbs.  Unity Men's Ministry thanks you for your generosity that strengthens our connections with 
neighbors in need.  
 
SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY. During the month of October, your support is needed as we begin our annual 
nonperishable food drive, Sharing God's Bounty, benefiting the Fort Mill Care Center. The items requested by the Care 
Center include the following: grits, pancake syrup, boxed mashed potatoes, stuffing, cranberry sauce, gravy, pie crust mix, 
pie fillings (cherry, pumpkin), and evaporated milk. The Fort Mill Care Center will use our donated items to provide 
Thanksgiving meals for Fort Mill families. Please bring an item or two any time you are on campus during the month of 
October. Your donations can be added to the display down the hall from the Narthex or drop them in the donation boxes 
located in the Fellowship Hall, Church Office, and Preschool Lobby. This year we also encourage all children and youth to 
bring food to donate to the Fort Mill Care Center, because there is a fun twist!  When you bring an item to donate, you will 
be given a chance to vote to pie (yes...pie) the staff member of your choice! We will have our celebration event at Trunk
-n-Treat on Saturday, October 22nd, so save the date on your calendars! More information will follow.    
 

Stephen Ministry 
UNITY PRESBYTERIAN is a Stephen Minister church. If you feel you need a Stephen Minister to help through a 
difficult time, please contact one of our referral coordinators, Susan Mobley or Dave Johnson, via email at 
Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org or call a pastor at the church office:  (803) 547-5543.  Our Stephen Ministers 
are here to help you! 
 

Youth Ministry 
PARENTS OF YOUTH FELLOWSHIP EVENT will be held on Friday, October 7th, from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the 
home of Megan and Scott Watson.  Please check your email for an evite with all of the details or reach out to Megan 
Watson (megangrahamwatson@gmail.com). 
 
MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: JOIN US TODAY from 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall for 
lunch, fellowship, and assembling our Shepherd Scarecrow.  There will be no youth group today. 
 
UNITY YOUTH HAVE STARTED SELLING TICKETS FOR THEIR BBQ FUNDRAISER! There is a limited 
amount so be sure to get yours as soon as you can! There will be a table set up in the Narthex between services with youth 
and an adult selling tickets. Tickets are for $45 for one delicious whole Boston Butt and $12 for one delicious quart of 
Brunswick Stew. Pick-up for the Boston Butt and Brunswick Stew will be on October 29th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 
(Sides and deserts will also be available for donations at pick-up). Alternate dates for pick-up are available. All proceeds will 
be going to Youth Trips. 
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 Hymns for September 25, 2022 

 
 
 

Hymn of Praise                   Fairest Lord Jesus                 CRUSADER’S HYMN
     
  Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,  
  O thou of God to earth come down,  
  thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,  
  thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 
 
  Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,  
  robed in the blooming garb of spring.  
  Jesus shines brighter; Jesus shines purer,  
  who make the woeful heart to sing. 
 
  Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
  and all the twinkling, stary host. 
  Jesus shines brighter; Jesus shines purer, 
  than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
  Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations, 
  Son of God and Son of Man! 
  Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
  now and forevermore be thine! 
 
 
Hymn of Commitment                 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                               ST. ANNE 
        

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 
Beneath the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone,  
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away;  
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
 
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 


