
Life at Unity 
 August 16, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 

How do you discern a call from God to ministry? Very few of us have “Moses and the 
Burning Bush” kind of moments, but I suspect we can all pay attention to the nudges 
the Holy Spirit provides. Perhaps it is to pick up the phone and make a call when 
someone crosses your mind. Maybe it is to get up and try to make a difference about 
that thing that has been bugging you for so long. Perhaps it is to set the alarm a little 
earlier on Sunday mornings so you can make it to Sunday School when it resumes on 
September 11th. Maybe it is to talk with the church that has an Ice Cream Committee 
when they call! 
 

When we begin to pay attention, we discover that we all have a call from God to use 
our gifts. As Paul reminds the Corinthians, “Since you are striving after spiritual gifts, 
seek to excel in them for building up the church.” (1 Cor. 14:12) I want to encourage 
you to begin thinking about your call to serve our church, especially as a ruling elder or 
a deacon. The Nominating Committee is beginning their work of prayer, conversation, 
and discernment about those called to serve in the class of 2025. The call is a three-
part process as first God calls, then the person must hear and say yes, and finally the 
call is confirmed by the congregation. I encourage you to begin thinking and praying 
about how you will respond if the Nominating Committee reaches out to you. Give me 
a call if you have any questions about the various roles and ways ruling elders and 
deacons serve. 
 

While the Nominating Committee is seeking those called to serve as elders and 
deacons, I also want to ask your prayers for one of our own members, Jackson 
Ringley, who has heard God’s call to serve as a Minister of Word and Sacrament. This 
is a big deal and a wonderful gift! The Session has endorsed Jackson’s request to begin 
the process of preparation and the Presbytery’s Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
has given their approval as well. Jackson begins seminary at Yale Divinity School this 
fall. We look forward to ways we can support Jackson in the years of preparation 
ahead, but the first step is always to include Jackson in your prayers.  
 

God’s call comes to us in a variety of ways. Are you paying attention? Are you ready to 
say yes? 
 

God bless, 
Matt    

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS   
to Don & Beth Rice in the birth 

of their granddaughter, Ellis 
Hays Brodhead, on August 8, 

2022. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

UNITY’S SOFTBALL TEAM 

UNITY IS HIRING! 

Do you feel called to serve 
Unity Presbyterian Church?  
Now is your time! Unity is 

currently searching for a Faith 
Formation Assistant and a 

Receptionist. 

 

Please visit our website at 
https://unityfortmill.org/about

-us/careers/ if you are 
interested in learning more or 

applying. We will begin 
reviewing applications on 

August 17th. 

Congratulations to the Unity Presbyterian Church Softball team on their 4th place 
finish (out of 23 teams) in the Fort Mill Men’s Church Softball League. Several nights 
each week this summer, between 10 and 16 guys would gather at the Doby’s Bridge 
Park fields for a game. Sometimes we scored a bunch of runs. Other times we watched 
the other team cross home plate far too often. In the end we had several new faces, 
made some great plays, and had a lot of fun. Thanks to Sammy Pecarro for organizing 
the team and keeping up with the endless text chain! Thanks also to Bayles Mack for 
the cool Unity hats and shirts. Watch for information next year if you’d like to join us 
on the diamond! 

https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/
https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/
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EARLY SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 -- Niko Dela Cruz; Marie 
Gilmore; Katelyn Thomas  
 
2 -- Hayes Jones; Steve Mannell; 
Dan Rogers  
 
3 -- Danielle Kilbarger; Butch 
Martin; Greg McCann; Cathy 
Schaefer  
 
4 -- Annie Case; Maddison Hall; 
Katie Veltri  
 
5 -- Judy Ballentine; Melissa 
Davis; Danny Gambrell; Avery 
Hopfer; Mary Montabana  
 
6 -- Audrey Allan; Kaylie 
Bossert; Karen Fuqua; Mckenzie 
Godfrey; Camden Hall; 
Katherine Jones; Parker 
Michael; Courtney Templeton  
 
7 -- Sadie Davis; Logan Pratt; 
Riley Shaftner  
 
8 -- Caroline Gaither; Chris 
Henley; Hunter Pratt  
 
9 -- Eric Fricke; Ally Helms; 
Rachel Scott; Jim Weller  
 
10 -- Eloise Blackwell; Jennifer 
Bowman; Annie Cole; Butch 
Cowart; Gloria Honeycutt; 
Jonathan Lake; Joe Reilly; Jerry 
Walker  
 
11 -- Rose Berens; Pam Kay  
 
12 -- Sue Bayer; Sammy Pecarro; 
Tracy Sullivan; Keith Veltri  
 
13 -- Matthew Cline; Shawn 
Coleman; Sara Durso; Caroline 
Ficklen; Caroline Kasik; William 
Mix; Leanne Olinger; Presley 
Teague  
 
14 -- Elizabeth Bagwell; Wyatt 
Bagwell; Derrick Morgan; Asher 
Pressley; Arrie Regan; Georgia 
Sharpless  

Children in Worship (CIW) Parent Orientation – Sunday, Aug 21 at both services 
 
Worship & Sacraments Event – Sunday, Aug 28 from 3-5 pm.  
Register here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship2 
 
Learning to Use My Bible Event – Sunday, Sept 11 from 3-5 pm.  
Register here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-learning2 
 
Growing Christians (GCs) – Sundays Sept 18 - Oct 9 from 3-4 pm 
 
Parents’ Night Out Coffeehouse – Friday, Sept 23 from 7-9 pm. Childcare provided.  

JOYFUL RINGERS 

On August 4th, members of the Joyful Ringers 
played a program at The Blake at Baxter Village. 
Their program was centered around the church year 
and included favorite hymns like “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” “Away in a Manger,” “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross,” and “Just As I Am.” 
It was a joy to visit with residents and to play for a 
standing-room-only audience! 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the congregation was held at 10:00 am on Sunday, August 7, 
2022.  Dr. Rich made opening statements. Reports were given from the Session and 
Diaconate. A financial report was given. The nominating committee for elders and 
deacons was elected: Elders – Miranda Hopkins and Scott Watson, Deacons – Karen 
Fuqua and Jim Weller, Men’s Ministry – Ken Bickett, Women of Unity – Karen Bonds, 
at large members – Erin Pratt and Dannie Vaughn, Youth – Harper Young. Terms of 
call for the pastors were approved. A meeting of the corporation was also held. 
Minutes for the Annual Meeting are available. If you would like to see a copy, please 
contact Dannie Vaughn (vaughndl@comporium.net). 

THANK YOU MEN’S MINISTRY 

Thank you to the Men’s Ministry Team for their hard work in clearing debris and 
spreading wood chips on the Preschool Park. Unity Preschool is looking forward to 
beginning their 15th year the week of Labor Day with 54 students and 12 Staff 
members. We are appreciative of the Men’s Ministry partnership each year making our 
park safe for the children.  

UPCOMING CHILDREN’S MINISTRY EVENTS 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-learning2
mailto:vaughndl@comporium.net
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

 

 

TONY DEHLER CIRCLE 
CHRISTMAS AUCTION 

 

The Tony Dehler Circle will 
hold its annual Christmas 

auction once again this year. In 
preparation, please begin making 
any crafts or canning any food 
you might wish to donate. We 
auction new items, craft items, 

food, tickets to events, and time 
in a beach or mountain house. 
No used items please. We look 

forward to seeing you in 
December!  

Thank you, Meredith Welfare for your service with us this summer as our Children’s 
Ministry Intern. 

THANK YOU, MEREDITH! 

GRANDS CAMP WAS A GRAND AFFAIR! 

The first week of August, grandparents and grandchildren filled the Fellowship Hall and 
Ministries Wing with joy, laughter and praise. During worship each day, they heard a 
different parable that Jesus told about loving God and loving neighbor. Then, they 
participated in storytime, art, snack, games and mission and LEGO stations as 
grandparent families. This multi-generational camp encourages grandparents to share 
their faith with their grandchildren and for grandchildren to share their faith with their 
grandparents in fun and creative ways. Mark your calendars now for Grands Camp 2023 
August 2-4. We hope you’ll plan to join us then.  

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/


STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAITH BUILD 

Unity will join other York County churches in the 2022 Habitat for Humanity Faith 
Build to build a home in York for Sasha Douglas and her three children.  We will 
provide volunteer labor and a financial contribution. Our workday will be on 
Saturday, August 27th from 8AM to 2PM.  The work that day will depend on the 
progress of the home, but will likely be outside work such as installation of blue board, 
siding, metal work or windows.  There is a job for everyone of any skill level, 16 and 
older.  Contact Steve Hardy at 803 579-7341 or stevehardy59@yahoo.com to sign up. 
 
Habitat for Humanity is a faith based organization with the vision of "A world where 
everyone has a decent place to live".  The mission of the York County chapter is 
"Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat for Humanity of York County brings 
people together to build homes, communities and hope."  Homeowners qualify by 1) 
Having a need for housing, 2) Willingness to partner by attending classes on 
homeownership/finances and 
completing "sweat equity" working 
on their own home and the homes 
of others, and 3)  Ability to repay a 
0% interest mortgage for the cost 
of the home. 

Christ Caring for People 
through People 

 
That’s the motto of Stephen 

Ministry. The Stephen Minister’s 
role is to bring God’s love into 

the lives of people who are going 
through a difficult time or 

experiencing a crisis. What do 
Stephen Ministers do? They listen, 
care, support, encourage, and pray 

with and for a person who is 
hurting. And in the midst of this 
confidential, one-to-one, caring 
relationship, God’s healing love 

comes pouring through. 
If someone you know is facing a 
crisis—large or small—and could 
benefit from the caring presence 

of a Stephen Minister, please 
contact one of our referral 

coordinators, Susan Mobley or 
Dave Johnson, via email at  

Stephenministryreferrals@unityfo
rtmill.org or call the church office 

- 803-547-5543.  
 

The transition from ACS to Realm for 
our church management software is 
underway. We are excited and look 
forward to this new system being more 
user-friendly and accessible for the 
whole congregation. There is a lot of 
behind-the-scenes work going on to 
prepare, as well as a lot of training that 
our Unity staff members are going 

through to make sure we are all up to speed. We ask for your patience as we continue to 
learn and prepare to make this new opportunity ready to share with you all. Thank you!  

The Youth Choir will sing in worship at 
both services on Youth Sunday, August 
21st. All youth (rising 6th-12th graders) are 
invited to participate. Practice will be 
Saturday, August 20th from 12:00-12:30 
p.m. Please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org if you would 
like to participate!  

Unity’s Children Choirs will meet for the first rehearsal of the new school year on 
Sunday, August 21st. The Junior Choir (grades 2 through 5) meets from 2:00-2:45 
and the Cherub Choir meets from 3:00-3:45. Cherub Choir is for children age 4 (by 
September 1, 2022) through first grade. Parents, please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 for a registration form and detailed schedule. 

REALM CONVERSION UNDERWAY 

YOUTH CHOIR 

UNITY’S CHILDREN CHOIRS 

mailto:stevehardy59@yahoo.com
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org


This year’s All-Church Read will be a “choose your own adventure” read with three 
options for groups to choose from, all addressing the topic of “Finding Unity in a 
Divided World.” Groups will meet for 6 weeks beginning the week of Sept 25. On Nov 
13, there will be a lunch and conversation for all small group participants. This will be a 
time to share with other groups about each study and for the whole group to discern 
together what we learned, how we have grown, and what our next steps as a church 
could be.  
Study options are:  
101: A Study of 1st Corinthians by Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
201: Brave Church by Elizabeth Hagan 
301: Forbearance by James Calvin Davis.  
 
Several small group leaders are needed for each of the three studies so we can offer a 
variety of meeting times. Please contact Kathryn McGregor at 
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 if you want to know more, look at the 
books, or are interested in leading a group.  

SMALL GROUP LEADERS NEEDED 

 
DEBBIE BUTLER LOVE 

OFFERING 
 

As many of you are aware, 
Debbie Butler has announced 

her retirement from Unity.  Her 
last day will be August 25th.  In 
celebration of her 23 years of 

service, Unity will be holding 
a reception on Sunday, 

August 28th at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. (Note: no 
regular Sunday school classes will be 

held on this date.) 
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OPEN HOUSE!! 

The Youth Ministry Team invites you to come and see the recently renovated High 
School Youth Room on Sunday, August 21st from 10-11. We can’t wait for the big 
reveal! 
  
This beautiful remodeled space was made possible through a $20,000 allotment given to 
the Youth Ministry Team from a generous bequest received by the church last year and 
additional funding from Building and Grounds. That and countless hours of time given 
by professionals and our dedicated volunteers.  
 
The Youth Ministry Team would like to thank everyone who gave of their time 
including: the the R&R team, a small group who gathered ideas through polling our 
youth, visiting churches and stores, and reimagining the space- Kaiti Bryant, Sharon 
Cole, Doris Dunn, Charley Faulkenberry, Wyndie Havnaer, Brenda Honeycutt, and 
Krista Renken. A big thank you to Krista who took those ideas and created a beautiful 
room design and to Wyndie and Doris, who dedicated many hours to co-managing the 
renovation.  
 
Thank you to Rick Meacham, who donated his time to paint the ceiling and walls. 
Thank you Carl Helms, who invested many hours beyond contract to give us top-notch 
flooring. Thank you to ever ready, ever busy, Jacob Saylor and Clayton McNeil. Thanks 
to volunteers Dannie Vaughn, Meredith Welfare, and the Men’s Ministry “construction 
crew”- Ken Tysinger, Jim Boyd, Bob Edwards, Steve Hardy, Phil Hereford, Dave 
Johnson, Ed Martin, and Larry Terrell.  
 
We pray God will bless these gifts and make this a place of warm welcome, radical 
hospitality and Christ-led fellowship and  inspiration for our youth and those we’ve yet 
to meet.  

mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org


 
.  
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


