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The holidays are fast approaching and if you’re as gobsmacked as I am 
(Thanksgiving already!  Yikes!), any help is welcomed.  The Wine Club 
is your convenient, value added, holiday entertaining hack.  Enjoy! 
 

The 2019 Decatur Wine Festival is Sat. November 9th, 12:30 - 4:30.  

Over 500 wines!  Tickets are available at this link… 
 

https://www.freshtix.com/events/decatur-wine-festival-2019-08-21 
 

Cheers, 
 

Herb 
 

P.S. - My non-Wine Club selection for the month is the 2017 

Colterenzio Alto Adige Pinot Noir.  Pinot Noir from Italy’s Alto Adige 
region is very Burgundian, but with slightly riper fruit.  This one has a 
spicy, baked red fruit aroma and elegant flavors on the palate – lightly 
creamy red fruits, spice note and good acidity.  Perfect for the holiday! 
 

- Please feel free to visit us at 1220 Clairmont Road in Decatur (in between North Decatur 

Rd. and Scott Blvd., 2 doors down from the YMCA).  
- If you would like to be added to or, heaven forbid, removed from my e-mail list or to learn 

more about Herb’s Half Case Wine Club please e-mail me at 
Herb@DecaturPackageStore.com or call me at 404-633-5250. 

- Wine appreciation is about getting people excited about wine, so feel free to forward this 
newsletter as you wish. 

- Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.  If you are unhappy with a wine return at least 
75% of the unused portion and I will be more than happy to replace the wine. 

- As always, any defective bottles (i.e. corked, oxidized, etc.) will be replaced with bottles 
of the same type. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please let me know. 
 

If you’d like the latest info from DPS, follow us on social media…  

 

whatsnewatdps  whatsnewatdps   decaturpackagestore 

http://www.decaturpackagestore.com/
https://www.freshtix.com/events/decatur-wine-festival-2019-08-21
mailto:Herb@DecaturPackageStore.com
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2018  BEX Riesling (Nahe, Germany) 
 

Tasting Notes:  I was hesitant to include a Riesling in the Thanksgiving Wine Club because it 
can be polarizing.  After tasting it, I thought otherwise, because the BEX is a mellower style of 
Riesling that I think would have more universal appeal.  It has a wet stone and bright fruit 
cocktail aroma.  It’s easy drinking on the palate with ripe stone fruits, small floral notes, a bit of 
honeysuckle and nice acidity.  The finish is bright with more stone fruit and nice length.  The 
fruit and acidity in this wine make it a perfect food match.     

  

Food Pairing: This is a good choice for the Thanksgiving meal or with spicy Asian food.  It has 
fruit and acidity which are necessary for these meals.  

 

2018 CàMaiol Lugana (Italy) 
 

Tasting Notes: This wine, from the Trebbiano di Lugana grape, is another example of the 
diversity of Italian whites.  It’s a much less fruity version of Lugana and is a more Burgundian-
styled offering, which is perfectly suited for serving at Thanksgiving.  I like that it has a rounder 
texture on the palate with medium-ripe apple fruit and a hint of almond.  It’s lightly bright and 
has a well-balanced fruit flavor.  The finish is medium-bright with sweet apple fruit and nice 
length.  Solid white for Turkey Day and a great alternative to Pinot Grigio! 

 

Food Pairing: This is a well-balanced white with fruit and acidity that will pair nicely with the 
multitude of flavors in the Thanksgiving meal.  Otherwise, pair with medium to lighter bodied 
dishes.  

 

2018 Quattro Mani Barbera (Piedmont, Italy) 
 

Tasting Notes: This is not your average Piedmont Barbera, which is typically a no frills, easy-
drinking everyday red.  The Quattro Mani (Four Hands) has a beautiful aroma of fresh-picked 
blue fruits.  It’s very well-balanced on the palate with softer, dark blue fruits – blueberries and 
blackberries.  Five months of Slovenian oak aging helps round out the expressive fruit, which 
turns to black-ish fruit on the mid-palate.  The finish is juicy with solid dark fruit and nice length.  
This is a solid everyday red that really overdelivers! 
 

Food Pairing: This is a fuller-flavored everyday red that can pair with fuller-flavored everyday 
foods.  Try it with any medium to full-bodied main dish. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.decaturpackagestore.com/
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2015 Hopler Pannonica Red Blend (Austria) 
 

Tasting Notes:  I’ll typically select a Pinot Noir for the November Club, since it’s such a great 
food wine.  This year, I’m sort of sticking to that model, except I’ve chosen a Pinot Noir blend 
and it’s from Austria!  The Pannonica Red, from Hopler Winery, is a blend of Blaufrankisch, 
Zweigelt and Pinot Noir, and offers a tasting profile that is very food friendly.  It has a spicy, dark 
fruit aroma.  On the palate, I found nice ripeness and structure with medium-dark berry fruit, 
good spice notes and acidity.  This red has great flavor and surprising complexity.  The finish 
has oaky spice notes, juicy berry fruits, medium tannins and nice length.  This is a perfect 
Thanksgiving red – good fruit, good structure and enough complexity for the wine geek at the 
table!   

 

Food Pairing: This red has plenty of fruit and acidity, so it’s a natural fit for the many different 
flavors of the Thanksgiving dinner.  Otherwise, pair with any everyday meal – pizza, burgers, 
etc.  

 

2018 Shannon Ridge High Elevation Petite Sirah (Lake County, Calif.) 
 
Tasting Notes: This is a great example of the improvement of Petite Sirah.  Petite Sirahs have 
always had great fruit, but their astringent tannins were an issue.  From what I’ve tasted 
recently, vintners have integrated the tannins and this Shannon Ridge is a beauty.  It has a lush 
“purple” fruit aroma with liqueur-like richness.  This red is smooth and rich on the palate with 
velvety textured black raspberry fruit and a hint of violet.  The fruit tempers on the mid-palate 
and a nice elegance emerges.  The finish has pretty blue fruits, small black fruit flavors and 
medium to heavy tannins.  
 

Food Pairing: Given the gobs of fruit and tannic structure, I wouldn’t go to lightly on the pairing.  
Full-bodied and richer/fattier foods like beef, lamb and game would be good choices.  
 

2018 Oveja Negra Cabernet Franc/Carmenere (Maule Valley, Chile) 
 

Tasting Notes: What an interesting red blend!  Cabernet Franc is not often found as a listed 
varietal in red wines because it’s typically used in smaller percentages as a blending grape.  
The Oveja Negra is 60% Cabernet Franc and 40% Carmenere, Chile’s signature grape, and 
has a great aroma of dark berry fruit and a touch of spice and earth.  What I like best about this 
red from Chile is that the first flavor I taste is fruit – rich, dark berry fruit – and then the typical 
earth/asphalt notes of Carmenere are found in the background, not the foreground.  This is a 
monumental shift.  The finish has black fruit, small mineral and spice, medium tannins and nice 
length.  This is a full-flavored, well-structured (good acidity) red that dispels Chilean red wine 
stereotypes. 
 

Food Pairing: This is a fuller-bodied red, so pair accordingly.  Try it with any grilled beef or pork 
dish.  The slight char in the food will pair nicely with the fruit and spice in the wine. 

http://www.decaturpackagestore.com/


Herb’s Half Case Wine Club – November 2019 
www.DecaturPackageStore.com  1220 Clairmont Rd.   Decatur 

If you’d like the latest info from DPS, follow us on social media…  

 

whatsnewatdps  whatsnewatdps   decaturpackagestore 

These 6 Wines for $60 plus tax! 
Summary Tasting Notes 
My non-Wine Club selection for the month is the 2017 Colterenzio Alto Adige Pinot Noir.  Pinot Noir from Italy’s Alto Adige 
region, is very Burgundian, but with slightly riper fruit.  This one has a spicy, baked red fruit aroma and elegant flavors on the 
palate – lightly creamy red fruits, spice note and good acidity.  Perfect for the holiday! 
 

2018  BEX Riesling (Nahe, Germany) 

Tasting Notes:  I was hesitant to include a Riesling in the Thanksgiving Wine Club because it can be polarizing.  After tasting it, I 
thought otherwise, because the BEX is a mellower style of Riesling that I think would have more universal appeal.  It has a wet 
stone and bright fruit cocktail aroma.  It’s easy drinking on the palate with ripe stone fruits, small floral notes, a bit of honeysuckle 
and nice acidity.  The finish is bright with more stone fruit and nice length.  The fruit and acidity in this wine make it a perfect food 
match.     

  

2018 CàMaiol Lugana (Italy) 

Tasting Notes: This wine, from the Trebbiano di Lugana grape, is another example of the diversity of Italian whites.  It’s a much 
less fruity version of Lugana and is a more Burgundian-styled offering, which is perfectly suited for serving at Thanksgiving.  I like 
that it has a rounder texture on the palate with medium-ripe apple fruit and a hint of almond.  It’s lightly bright and has a well-
balanced fruit flavor.  The finish is medium-bright with sweet apple fruit and nice length.  Solid white for Turkey Day and a great 
alternative to Pinot Grigio! 

 

2018 Quattro Mani Barbera (Piedmont, Italy) 

Tasting Notes: This is not your average Piedmont Barbera, which is typically a no frills, easy-drinking everyday red.  The Quattro 
Mani (Four Hands) has a beautiful aroma of fresh-picked blue fruits.  It’s very well-balanced on the palate with softer, dark blue 
fruits – blueberries and blackberries.  Five months of Slovenian oak aging helps round out the expressive fruit, which turns to 
black-ish fruit on the mid-palate.  The finish is juicy with solid dark fruit and nice length.  This is a solid everyday red that really 
overdelivers! 
 

2015 Hopler Pannonica Red Blend (Austria) 

Tasting Notes:  I’ll typically select a Pinot Noir for the November Club, since it’s such a great food wine.  This year, I’m sort of 
sticking to that model, except I’ve chosen a Pinot Noir blend and it’s from Austria!  The Pannonica Red, from Hopler Winery, is a 
blend of Blaufrankisch, Zweigelt and Pinot Noir, and offers a tasting profile that is very food friendly.  It has a spicy, dark fruit 
aroma.  On the palate, I found nice ripeness and structure with medium-dark berry fruit, good spice notes and acidity.  This red 
has great flavor and surprising complexity.  The finish has oaky spice notes, juicy berry fruits, medium tannins and nice length.  
This is a perfect Thanksgiving red – good fruit, good structure and enough complexity for the wine geek at the table!   

 

2018 Shannon Ridge High Elevation Petite Sirah (Lake County, Calif.) 

Tasting Notes: This is a great example of the improvement of Petite Sirah.  Petite Sirahs have always had great fruit, but their 
astringent tannins were an issue.  From what I’ve tasted recently, vintners have integrated the tannins and this Shannon Ridge is 
a beauty.  It has a lush “purple” fruit aroma with liqueur-like richness.  This red is smooth and rich on the palate with velvety 
textured black raspberry fruit and a hint of violet.  The fruit tempers on the mid-palate and a nice elegance emerges.  The finish 
has pretty blue fruits, small black fruit flavors and medium to heavy tannins.  
 

2018 Oveja Negra Cabernet Franc/Carmenere (Maule Valley, Chile) 

Tasting Notes: What an interesting red blend!  Cabernet Franc is not often found as a listed varietal in red wines because it’s 
typically used in smaller percentages as a blending grape.  The Oveja Negra is 60% Cabernet Franc and 40% Carmenere, 
Chile’s signature grape, and has a great aroma of dark berry fruit and a touch of spice and earth.  What I like best about this red 
from Chile is that the first flavor I taste is fruit – rich, dark berry fruit – and then the typical earth/asphalt notes of Carmenere are 
found in the background, not the foreground.  This is a monumental shift.  The finish has black fruit, small mineral and spice, 
medium tannins and nice length.  This is a full-flavored, well-structured (good acidity) red that dispels Chilean red wine 
stereotypes. 

http://www.decaturpackagestore.com/

