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THE 1960S 
 
While Royal Rangers was first started in 1962, the writers of the Southern Missouri Assembly Messenger 
were silent on the subject until September of 1964. A couple of articles below show that God was moving 
and leading the Director, Rev. James E. Griggs, in the area of ministry to boys during this time. 

Early History of the District Royal Rangers Program 

As told by James E. Griggs in a letter to Lorel Clark November 20, 1992 

Background – In the fall of 1957 the James E. Griggs family moved to Festus, Missouri to assume the 
duties as pastor. While serving as a full-time pastor Reverend Griggs was elected as Presbyter of the Flat 
River Section. This responsibility was in addition to his regular pastoral duties. 

Southern Missouri District – In April 1960 Reverend Kenneth Lawson, who served as the District 
Secretary/Treasurer, died. James E. Griggs was chosen to this office and assumed these duties on May 5, 
1960. 

Portfolios – At that time each elected District Officer was assigned a departmental portfolio of executive 
supervision. There were two full-time officers: Superintendent N. Cleo Tapp and Secretary/Treasurer 
James E. Griggs. Reverend Tapp was assigned the oversight of the World Missions Department, Women’s 
Missionary Council (WMC), and C.A. Department. Reverend Griggs was assigned the Sunday School 
Department and Men’s Fellowship. These assignments were made by the District Presbytery. Each officer 
were by reason of office Ex Officio members of all committees. The afore listed assignments were in 
addition to the officers regular office responsibilities as required by the Constitution and Bylaws. Later the 
Sunday School Department was assigned to the Assistant Superintendent. Reverend Griggs remained the 
Executive Director of the Men’s Fellowship until he resigned as Secretary/Treasurer in 1984. He continued 
to serve as Executive Director of the Royal Rangers until 1987. 

Men’s Fellowship – At the organization of this area of District ministry was called Men’s Fellowship. The 
purpose of the program was primarily to get men involved in the various ministries of the local church. At 
the General Council in Kansas City the entire Administrative structure of the General Headquarters was 
changed. Names of departments were changed and their reason for being was clearly defined. Men’s 
Fellowship became Men’s Ministries. As time passed and the program developed sub-departments were 
added: Light for the Lost (LFTL), Evangelistic Literature for America (ELA), Action Crusades and Royal 
Rangers. More recently the King’s Men program has been added. 

Royal Rangers – In 1961 the General Council Executives responded to the need for a program for men and 
boys of the General Council. This program was to be under the supervision of the Men’s Ministries 
Department. Howard Bush, the National Director of Men’s Ministries, contacted Johnnie Barnes about 
coming to Headquarters in Springfield and developing a boys program. He was serving as C.A. President of 
the North Texas District at that time.  

Johnnie Barnes – In January 1962 Johnnie Barnes moved to Springfield, Missouri. By October, 1962 the 
materials were ready and the Royal Rangers program was officially launched by announcements and 
articles in the Pentecostal Evangel. 

First Training Seminar – In March 1963 Howard Bush invited all District Men’s Ministries Directors to the 
General Headquarters for a seminar on the development and purpose of the Royal Rangers program. 
Twenty district men responded and attended. At the close of the seminar General Superintendent was the 
guest speaker. These 20 men were officially commissioned to serve as District Royal Ranger Commanders. 
A purple bar-ribbon was issued to them indicating that they had attended and participated in the first 
National Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar. This is the only ribbon of its kind as no others have been 
produced. This makes them very special. 

National Programs – As the new Royal Rangers program began to grow, National Training Camps for the 
development of local leadership were held. The first NTC was held in 1966 at Camp Arrowhead Boy Scout 
Camp located near Marshfield Missouri. James E. Griggs was a member of the staff. He served as an 
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instructor in Knot Tying and Patrol Guide for the Bear Patrol. He also served on the staff of the second 
NTC as instructor in Water Safety and Patrol Guide for the Fox Patrol. This was also held at the Boy Scout 
Camp. 

N.T.T. – Later on an advanced training program called N.T.T. (National Training Trails) was developed. 
The first one was held in southwest Missouri at a location near Cedar Creek. James E. Griggs also served 
on the staff at this first session. He was an instructor in Map and Compass. 

N.T.C. – In the late 1970’s James E. Griggs served again on the staff of a National Training Camp. This 
one was held at a Boy Scout Camp located near Joplin Missouri. He served as Supply and Commissary 
Officer.  

District Involvement – The National Men’s Fellowship office realizing the need for trained leadership 
appointed Bob Reid as National Training Coordinator. A pilot program was developed at Webster Park 
Assembly of God, Springfield. However Bethel Assembly of God, Springfield has the distinction of being 
the first church in the nation to officially organize a Royal Ranger Outpost. They were assigned Outpost #1. 

District Pow-Wows – With the assistance and encouragement of National Commander Johnnie Barnes and 
National Training Coordinator Paul Feller the first District Pow-Wow was held September 16-17, 1966. 
The location was the Southern Missouri District Campgrounds at Rocky Mount Missouri. 230 men and 
boys attended. Commander Johnnie Barnes was the guest speaker and Paul Feller served as Advisor and 
Coordinator. 

The second Pow-Wow was also held at the District Campgrounds, June 16-17, 1967. 397 men and boys 
attended. Nine of the twelve sections were represented. Men and boys came from 25 churches and 25 boys 
accepted Jesus as their Saviour. 

1968 – In 1968 four regional Pow-wows were held. Region #1 – July 12-13, Lake Jacomo near Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri. Sections represented: Kansas City, Sedalia and Clinton. Region #2 – Camp May, 
located near Pacific, Missouri, June 7-8. Sections represented: Sullivan, St. Louis and Flat River. Section 
#3 – Lake Wappapello, located near Poplar Bluff, Missouri. Sections represented: Cape Girardeau, 
Kennett, and Van Buren. Region #4 – Fantastic Caverns, located near Springfield, Missouri, June 14-15. 
Sections represented: West Plains, Springfield and Joplin. 

1969 – The third District-wide Pow-Wow was held June 19-21, 1969 on a farm located near Climax 
Springs, Missouri. This was a very special and historic event. 

Background Details- A car-load of students from Evangel College in Springfield Missouri were on their 
way home during a school holiday break. They noticed a car stopped beside the highway with two elderly 
women trying to fix it. The students stopped, helped the ladies get their car going then went on their way 
happy that they had helped. Later it was learned that the two ladies were sisters and lived on a farm near 
Climax Springs, Missouri. One of the women died and some time later the other one died. When their will 
was probated it was found, to the surprise of many, their farm was deeded to Evangel College. A notation 
in their will indicated that they were so impressed with the appearance and helpfulness of the students that 
they wanted to do something tangible for a college which produced young people like those who had 
stopped and helped them. 

The Miracle Well – The District Royal Rangers program was growing and a larger area than the 
campgrounds was needed for the Pow-Wow. Commander James E. Griggs contacted the then president of 
Evangel College, J. Robert Ashcroft and received permission to use the farm. Water facilities at the farm 
were limited. So an Assemblies of God man, a professional well driller was contacted. Equipment was 
brought in, a site for the well located, and the new well was drilled. As the drill was reaching the 
predetermined depth suddenly an underground stream of water was hit. Water began to gush up and out of 
the well, an Artesian Well! The well driller installed an extension to the pipe casing in the well. For many 
months water shot up several feet high 24 hours a day. Later the well was capped and a faucet was added. 
People for miles around came to see the miracle well; for artesian wells were not known in that part of 
Missouri. The well provided cool, clear, pure water for the 407 men and boys who attended this historic 
and special Pow-Wow. 

American Flag Ceremony – Another event that took place at this Pow-Wow to make it one to remember 
was the presentation of an American Flag that had flown over the United States Capital in Washington D.C. 
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At the time Dr. Durward Hall was serving as the U.S. Congressman form the 7th District. He was contacted 
and was able to obtain a flag. He was busy in Washington D.C. and could not be present to officially 
present the flag to the Royal Rangers. His representative, Mr. Otis Barbwick presented the flag in his place. 

Elton Bell – The Reverend Elton Bell, then pastor in Ottumwa, Iowa had served as the Patrol Guide for the 
first National Training Camps. He later moved to Union Missouri to serve as pastor. Here he became 
involved with a local C.B. (Citizen’s Band) Radio Club as an outreach for his ministry. Brother Bell, as 
National Patrol Guide, had become known as a strict disciplinarian. However, as he became well known it 
was found that he was a great man who loved the men and boys he was trying to train. He was greatly 
loved and appreciated by those involved in the Royal Rangers program. The Pow-Wow at Climax Springs 
was one of the last times that Brother Bell served Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers as a leader. 
Not long afterwards he was accidentally killed while erecting a C.B. radio antenna on his house. He was a 
great man this was a great loss. (Scribe’s note: Elton Bell’s death was actually on April 5, 1975. He spoke 
at two later Pow-Wows and a Memorial Service was held for him at the 1975 Pow-Wow. rdb) 

Corrections for the 1970 Pow-Wows: In 1970 there were three regional Pow-Wows: Region #1 – Knob 
Noster State Park near Knob Noster Missouri. 157 men and boys attended and Reverend Bob Johnson was 
the guest speaker. Region #2 – Greensfelter Park near Pacific Missouri. 303 men and boys attended and 
Reverend John Eller was the guest speaker. Region #3 – Ranch located near Rogersville Missouri and 
owned by a member of Calvary Temple, Springfield Missouri. 166 men and boys attended Reverend Elton 
Bell was the guest speaker. 

Miscellaneous Information – The information contained above was provided by James E Griggs from his 
personal files and knowledge, November 19, 1992. 

Offices held by James E. Griggs – Southern Missouri District Executive Director of Men’s Ministries – 
1960-1984. Southern Missouri District Executive Director of Royal Rangers – 1966-1987. Southern 
Missouri District Commander of Royal Rangers – 1966-1972. 

July 1963: 

Send a Man to do a Boy’s Job by James E. Griggs 
 In July of 1963 there was an article in the Southern Missouri District Messenger by James E. Griggs, 
Director entitled Send a Man To Do a Boy’s Job. Here is a quote from that article: “A boy without 
companionship is like a rare flower dying for lack of proper moisture and sunshine. Without these it 
eventually withers, becomes distorted and dies. It never attains it’s great potential. It is wasted. Today 
homes are sadly without companion ship. Dad has two jobs and mother is too busy. The potential of what 
might have been lies withered and dying, languishing in a reform school, prison or simply roaming the 
streets. Men can be a companion of boys. It pays big and rich dividends in providing the incentive to be 
somebody useful instead of a nobody useless. Send a man to do a boy’s job. Send him quickly; he is needed 
now! Boys won’t wait, tomorrow he’ll be gone…….Where? It depends on YOU!” 

August 1964: 

How To Win Boys and Influence Men by James E. Griggs 
Then in August of 1964 Bother Griggs wrote another article entitled How to Win Boys and Influence Men. 
In this second article he states, “We should do all in our power to win boys; for the boys we win today will 
be the men who will win (or lose) tomorrow. The kind of men we have tomorrow depends on the kind of 
boys we have today. You, Sir, hold the key. Tomorrow we will all know if you have done a good job!” 

Royal Rangers make Front Cover of Assembly Messenger 
Then on the front cover of the September 1964 issue of the Messenger was a picture of boys in uniform. 
Inside was this note: “The cover photo shows the newly chartered Royal Ranger Outpost at Eastside 
Assembly of God in Kansas City. Pastor Chester Massey is back row left, and Pastor Darrell Massey is 
second from far right. On the right end is the Royal Rangers Commander, Warren Hamel. Information can 
be obtained concerning Royal Rangers from the District Office.” 
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June 1965: 

“Does your church have a Royal Ranger group? 
This is said to be the fastest growing youth program in the nation. Interest in our own district has increased 
as a pleasing rate. You can get additional information for the boys and men of your church by writing the 
District Office, 1400 North Campbell, Springfield, MO. The program is not expensive, but it is valuable!” 

June 1965: 

“Royal Ranger Week” 
June 13-20 has been designated as Royal Ranger Week. Make this a time when men can have an 
opportunity to really get close to their boys. Wiener roast, campouts, hikes, fishing trips, ball games, nature 
studies, and visits of historical site are a few suggestions. Always keep the spiritual aspect of any outing 
foremost. Boys can be taught about God and His plan for their lives in so many ways. They will listen 
when the message is presented in interesting “out-of-doors” surroundings, when often they will not listen in 
church.” 

September 1966: 

First Pow Wow 
Front Cover has National Commander Johnnie Barnes in Indian Chief costume with full headdress seated at 
a council fire surrounded by boys. Inside on the Men’s Fellowship page is a full-page ad for the Southern 
Missouri District Royal Rangers Pow Wow. September 16-17, 1966 to be held at the District Campgrounds 
southwest of Eldon, Missouri. James E. Griggs is listed as the District Commander, Johnnie Barnes is the 
National Commander and Paul Feller is the Training Coordinator. The program included registration at 
5:00pm Friday followed by stunts, rally, and campfires. Saturday’s schedule included training sessions, 
devotions, cookouts and recreation. According to the January 1967 issue of the Messenger, Eastside 
Assembly in Springfield was the Award Winning Outpost.  230 men and boys attended. 

January 1967: 

Announcement for the 1967 Pow Wow 
The 1967 Pow Wow is to be held on June 16-17. The same announcement was posted in the June issue. 

August 1967: 

Pow Wow Report 
The second District Royal Ranger Pow Wow was a great success. We are indeed thankful to the Lord and 
to all who had a part in making it so. 

The first day was marred by continuous rain; however the men and boys adjusted to the inclement 
conditions in a wonderful way. Not one boy was heard to complain. In fact it was thought that they actually 
enjoyed the opportunity to get out in the rain. One thing the rain taught us all was that you can’t always 
have things like you want them. You have to take life as it comes and make whatever adjustments are 
necessary. 

A record number of 397 men and boys were present. Nine of the twelve sections were represented. Most 
gratifying of all was the fact that 25 boys came to the altar to seek God for salvation. 

The Grand Pow Wow award went to Bethel Assembly in Kansas City. Pastor Robert A. Sites and 
Commander Kenneth L. Blackmore. Second place went to Lee’s Summit, Pastor Robert Palmer and 
Commander Raymond S. Reed. The third place went to Eastside in Springfield, Pastor Albert A. Pyle and 
Commander Jerry Corbett. 

The Award for the largest group present was given to First Assembly, Valley Park with thirty-four men and 
boys present. The pastor is John Eller, and the commander is Virgil M. Palmer. 
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The award for the group traveling the farthest went to Caruthersville, Pastor John Bell, and Commander 
Larry Wheatley. This group traveled 340 miles one way. Congratulations to each group, pastor, and 
commander on their accomplishments. 

Plans are already underway for the Pow Wows in 1968 and 1969. Some thought is being given to four 
regional Pow Wows in 1968 with a great District-wide Pow Wow in 1969. It is expected that as many as 
600 men and boys might be present for the 1969 Pow Wow.  

God is blessing the Royal Rangers program in a wonderful way. If your group has not been started, or if  
you need assistance in the development of your group, contact the District Office – 1400 North Campbell, 
Springfield, Missouri 65802, Telephone number UN5-1642 (code 417) 

June 1968: 

Royal Rangers at District Council 
Pastor John Eller is presented the Medal of Valor by National Commander Johnnie Barnes as District 
Commander James E. Griggs looks on. 

District Commander, James E. Griggs, pins the Medal of Valor on Pastor John Eller. The medal was given 
to Brother Eller for his risking his own life to save a car containing children that were ready to go over an 
embankment. 

District Commander, James E. Griggs, has just pinned the National Aide-de-Camp nameplate on Virgil 
Palmer. General Johnnie Barnes and National Training Coordinator Paul Feller officiated at the 
commissioning. Brother Palmer is a layman and will represent the Southern Missouri District at the 
National Aide-de-Camp Council. He will also assist the National Commander and District Commanders in 
their work. 

It was estimated that between 275 and 300 men and boys from the Kansas City Section (Royal Rangers) 
attended the Wednesday night service of the District Council. The purpose of having them present was 
three-fold: (1) Inspiration to others, pastors and laymen, so they could see what one section was doing. (2) 
To exchange and share ideas with other pastors and outpost commanders. (3) So both the men and boys 
could see first hand actually what takes place when ministers are ordained. 

July 1968: 

Divisional Pow Wows 
One of the Divisional Pow Wows (probably NE) is shown with District Commander James E. Griggs, 
District Chaplain N. Cleo Tapp and Rev. John Eller present. It shows an attendance of 251and 32 boys 
coming forward for salvation. 

August 1968: 

A Brief Pow Wow Report 
Shows pictures of the NW, SW and SE division powwows. A total attendance of 700 was reported with 90 
salvations. 

November 1968: 

Royal Rangers Outing 
The Royal Rangers of Calvary Assembly in Kennett recently held an overnight campout. There were 21 
boys, three leaders and the pastor, Rev. Ray Roosa. Included in the group were Senior Commander Larry 
Webb, Commander Joe Martin, and Commander Paul Patton. There are 28 in the local outpost and most 
attend regularly. Pastor Roosa reports that God is blessing the boys’ work. 
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December 1968: 

Survival Exercise 
Seven Royal Rangers from the St. Louis area recently qualified for the Wilderness Survival Award during 
an overnight outing on Pea Ridge near Sullivan. Five of the boys were from Valley Park, and two from 
Grace Assembly. Those in charge were Lt. Col. Virgil Palmer, Lt. Col. Ed Duddy, Jr., Commander Rob 
Roskowske and Lt. Commander Robbie Quick. Congratulations Fellows! 

February 1969: 

Ask a Boy! by James E. Griggs 
…“Ask a Royal Ranger and he will tell you that someone cares, and someone understands him; His church, 
his pastor and his commander do! It does make a difference which boy you ask!” 

April 1969: 

Kid’s Stuff by James E. Griggs 
…“Newest and fastest growing of the program designed for kids is the Royal Rangers program. In a little 
over six years it is said to be America’s fastest growing youth program. The name “Royal” implies close 
affinity with the Divine. In his study and achievement in the Bible lessons the Royal Ranger is taught what 
they believe and why. The out-of-doors challenge satisfies his basic need for physical activity. The total 
program is planned for the total boy.” 
“Too many boys are being lost! Some estimate the loss to the church was as much as 95%. Royal Rangers 
is for Kids. Kids will be kids all right, but not for long. Suddenly they are men! Tomorrow they will be 
involved in War, Marriage, Business, Professions, and Ministry, and that’s not “Kid’s Stuff”! Take time for 
a boy now; He won’t have time for you later.” 

June 1969: 

Powwow Announcement 
Announcing the Southern Missouri District-wide Royal Rangers Pow Wow – Date June 19-21 near Climax 
Springs. Registration fee of $2.00 sent to the District Office covers a powwow patch, insurance, medical 
supplies, advertising, honorariums, recreational equipment, etc. First, Second and Third place prizes will be 
awarded. Rev. Elton Bell from Ottumwa, IA will be the speaker. 

July 1969: Powwow Report 

The forth-annual District Royal Ranger Powwow was held June 19-21 on property owned by Evangel 
College. Many commented that this was the best of all. Reverend Elton Bell, Ottumwa, Iowa was the guest 
evangelist. Seventy stepped forward for Christ. Over 400 (407) men and boys attended. Nineteen were 
initiated into the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity. God was gracious and held the rain off until the last 
few moments of the event. Rev. N. Cleo Tapp also preached the Word – “There is a Lad Here”. 

August 1969: 

Powwow Report (Continued) 
Last month we gave you a pictorial report on the Fourth Annual Royal Rangers Powwow. A detailed verbal 
report continues this month. A Powwow is an outdoor camping and training event. The schedule includes 
training in camp crafts and leadership. Field events provide physical competition. Each day is begun with 
devotions and is concluded with an evangelistic challenge. This year we were happy to have District 
Chaplain, the Reverend N. Cleo Tapp; and the Reverend Elton Bell, Iowa Royal Rangers leader, to present 
the spiritual emphasis. Seventy  (70) boys stepped forward to accept Christ. 
 
The purposes of Royal Rangers are to: (1) To instruct in Bible Doctrine, (2) to challenge to Christian 
Service, (3) to inspire faith in the basic beliefs of the church,  and (4) to satisfy boys’ basic need for 
activity. 
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Serving on staff at the Powwow were the following: James E. Griggs, Springfield – Director; Paul Feller, 
Springfield – Coordinator; N. Cleo Tapp, Springfield – Chaplain; Elton Bell, Ottumwa, Iowa – Evangelist; 
Virgil Palmer, Valley Park – Officer of the Day; John Eller, Thayer – Frontiersman Camping Fraternity; 
Don Bixler, Kansas City – Camp Layout and First Aid Officer; Ross Green, Climax Springs – Registrar; 
Glenn Whitmire, St. Louis – Royal Patrol; Albert Pyle, E. P. Wright, Don Hodson, Bill Wentzel – 
Refreshments; R. P. Woodruff, Leon Hill, Robert Johnson, George Nettell – Recreation and Field Events. 
 
The instructors were: Don Bixler, Raytown and Bill Wentzel, St. Louis – First Aid; Joel Zarro, St. Louis 
and Glenn Whitmire, Fire Arms and Safety; Virgil Palmer, Valley Park and Bob Roskowske, Valley Park – 
Stalking Wild game; Calvin Robbins and James E. Griggs, Springfield – Water Safety. 
 
of special interest was the appearance of Otis Barbarick, field representative of congressman Durward Hall. 
Mr. Barbarick presented to the District Royal Rangers an American Flag, which had flown over the 
Nation’s Capital in Washington, D.C. A Missouri flag was made available to the Powwow by the Governor 
of Missouri, the honorable Warren E. Hearnes. This was also presented in special ceremonies. 
 
Evangel Temple, Kansas City won the Grand Powwow award. The Assembly of God, Valley Park was 
given the award for the largest group present. Hall Ferry Assembly, St. Louis was presented with the award 
for traveling the farthest distance. 
 
Special Friday night activities included the initiation of 19 men and boys into the Frontiersman Camping 
Fraternity. This was a time of fun and fellowship; as well as, opportunity to spend time in meditation. Each 
one being initiated was taken to a secluded spot where he spent the remainder of the night alone in the 
woods with only his sleeping bag. This was intended to be a spiritual experience. 
 
A total of 407 men and boys were in attendance. This is the largest of any single Powwow ever held in the 
District and one of the largest in the nation. The Powwow was held on acreage owned by Evangel College. 
of great interest was the artesian well, which flowed day and night. This type of well in the area is not 
unusual. of all the spots, which could have been chosen as the location for the well, it is nothing short of a 
miracle that the one spot chosen would hit an underground stream. The State of Missouri has cleared the 
water as being 99% pure. It is stated that this is some of the purest water the State has tested in a long time. 
 
Plans are underway already for the 1970 Powwow. A special Royal Rangers committee will meet as soon 
as possible to formulate the plans. 

October 1969: 

Frontiersman Camping Fraternity Holds Annual Meeting 
The occasion was unique in several ways: (1) The chapter has 50 active members and twenty-five were 
present. (2) An organizational suggestion was adopted and the name of the chapter is now officially the 
“Daniel Boone Chapter”. No other chapter in the nation is eligible to use this name. (3) It was unique that 
this action was taken while meeting in the dining room of the Daniel Boone home. It was in this home that 
Daniel Boone lived for many years and eventually died. 
 
Pictures show “Newly elected officers of the Daniel Boone Chapter with General Johnnie Barnes and 
Colonel James E. Griggs. Left to right – Virgil Palmer, Vice President; Jim Tripp, Scribe; John Eller, 
President; David Barnes, Scout; James E. Griggs, District Commander; Johnnie Barnes, National 
Commander; David Bogart, Assistant Scout.” 
 
Second Picture shows: “The Fraternity visited the grave and monument of Daniel Boone which is located 
some 15 miles west of the home. Devotions were held here. The grave overlooks the Femme Osage Valley, 
and the Missouri River Bottoms. Prior to his decease Boone chose this knoll as the place where he wished 
to be buried. Several of his wife’s family are buried here.” 
 
Third Picture shows: “The Reverend John Eller, F.C.F. President was re-elected for a second two-year 
term. In this photo he sings the official F.C.F. song which he wrote. The silhouette and profile shadow is 
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that of Commander Johnnie Barnes, Ed Duddy III, and Ed Duddy II listening intently. Brother Duddy has 
served as Vice-President and his son as Assistant Scout.” 
 
Fourth Picture shows: “Rusty Robinson leads a group of Frontiersmen from Calvary Temple, Springfield, 
Missouri in several songs. Scribe Jim Tripp is in this group. The home contains many items used personally 
by Daniel Boone. Boone supervised the construction of the home and hand carved the five beautiful 
fireplace mantles out of native walnut.” 
 
Fifth picture shows: “ This photo shows over twenty of the twenty-five frontiersmen who attended the 
outing and campout. They camped out on the ground owned by Daniel Boone. The photo was taken in the 
Dining Rome of the home. Note the hand hewn black walnut beams. These are notched and held together 
by wooden pegs.” 
 
The Daniel Boone Chapter of F.C.F. wishes to express appreciation to the management of the Daniel 
Boone Home and Shrine Association for their cooperation in allowing them to use these facilities for their 
annual outing. 
 
Frontiersman Camping Fraternity is an organization of men and boys in Royal Rangers who have shown 
exceptional interest and achievement in the Royal Rangers Program and Royal Rangers Campcraft. 
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THE 1970S 

February 1970: 

Royal Ranger Awards 
Dave Zarro received the District Air/Sea Trail Ranger of the Year award. Bob Duddy was given the District 
Trailblazers of the Year award. Awards were presented by Lt. Col. Ed Duddy, Jr. at the St. Louis Section 
Men’s Fellowship and Royal Rangers Banquet. 

March 1970: 

Relocation of Powwow 
The Royal Rangers Planning Committee had hoped that one great centrally located Powwow could be had 
in 1970. Plans were made with this in mind. However, an unavoidable turn in events has made this initial 
planning impossible to carry out. Three Regional Royal Ranger Powwows will be held this year. Exact 
locations are being firmed up and additional information will be forthcoming. Dates listed… 

April 1970: 

Royal Rangers are Worth It!!! Pow Wow 1969 Report 
The effort, work, planning, sweat, cost, energy, travel, and publicity for just on Royal Rangers Pow Wow is 
staggering to one’s imagination. When a complete inventory of the above listed expenditures in money, 
time and energy is totaled one wonders, “Is It Worth It?” It is! The following will tell you why. 

The Forth Annual District Royal Rangers Pow Wow was held June 19, 20, 21, 1969. Many commented that 
this was the best Pow Wow ever held. A total of 407 men and boys were in attendance. Seventy stepped 
forward for Christ and accepted Him as Saviour. It is worth it! Amen? 

District Chaplain N. Cleo Tapp was present in uniform and spoke to the men and boys. His message, 
“There is a Lad Here” inspired our hearts. 

Of special interest was the appearance on Friday morning of Mr. Otis Barbarick, Field Representative of 
the Seventh District Congressman Duward Hall. Mr. Barbarick presented the District Royal Rangers with 
an American Flag which had flown over the Nation’s Capital in Washington D.C. A Missouri Flag was 
made available to the Pow Wow by the Governor of Missouri, the Honorable Warren E. Hearnes. This flag 
was also presented in special ceremonies. 

Evangel Temple won the Grand Pow Wow Award. The Assembly in Valley Park was awarded the plaque 
for the largest group present. Halls Ferry Assembly in St. Louis was presented the award for traveling the 
longest distance. Other awards were given. 

1970 Pow Wow Announcement 
The 1970 Pow Wow will be held as follows: 
 June 5-6 – Western Region: Kansas City, Sedalia, Clinton 
 June 12-13 – Southern Region: West Plaines, Springfield, Joplin 
 June 19-20 – Eastern Region: Sullivan, St. Louis, Flat River, Cape, Kennett, Van Buren 

April 1970: 

Bolivar Royal Rangers Father and Son Banquet 
Thirty-seven men and boys were present for a grand occasion for 
the Men and Royal rangers of the Bolivar Assembly. Ham, beans, 
iced tea, cornbread, coffee, butter, and pie were served by the 
Missionettes. Outpost #107 set up an ideal campsite. The evening 
was enhanced by the presentation of 18 awards by Commander 
James Batten. District Commander James E. Griggs was the 
guest speaker. He presented the “The Valley Park Story” and brought a message challenging the men. The 
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Reverend L.R. Hampton is the pastor of this growing outpost. 

June 1970: 

Pow Wow Flyer 

July 1970: 

Powwow Report 
Regional Powwows were schedule in the Western, Eastern and Southern areas. After five days of incessant 
rains the Western Division Powwow had to be postponed.  

The Southern Region was held on June 12-13 at the West Ranch, southeast of Rogersville and had an 
attendance of 166. The Eastern Region was held at St. Francois State Park near Bonne Terre, MO and had 
an attendance of 308. Fifty-four boys accepted Christ in these two Powwows. Forty-one were initiated into 
F.C.F. including several pastors. The goals of the Powwow were: (1) Information – What to do. (2) 
Training – How to do it.  (3) Spiritual Challenge – Why do it? 

Valley Park won First Place in the Eastern Region. 
Brother Tapp brought the devotion each morning. 
September 1970: Western Region Powwow Flyer and Southern Missouri District Leaders Serve in National 
Training Camps 
Serving on the staff of the Royal Rangers National Training Camp, recently conducted as Hudson 
Wisconsin, were three leaders from the Southern Missouri District. Shown in the photo as the left are Bob 
Roskowske, Valley Park, Rev. Paul Feller, Springfield, and Virgil Palmer, Manchester. These men were 
involved in giving top-notch training in all phases of the Royal Rangers Camping Program, plus many 
other Royal Rangers related subjects. 

October 1970: 

Western Powwow Report 
The impact of the three regional Royal Rangers Pow-Wows in the Southern Missouri District will be felt 
for a long time. The ministry of N. Cleo Tapp, Johnnie Barnes, Elton Bell, Bob Johnson, and Robert 
Palmer challenged each man and boy. The record shows a total of 54 boys who stepped forward to accept 
Christ. The total attendance in the three Pow-Wows was 631. 

Due to unavoidable condition, many days of incessant rain, the Western Region Pow-Wow was postponed. 
It was held September 18 and 19 at Knob Noster State Park with great interest and good attendance. 

During the summer 41 men and boys were initiated into the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity. This number 
included several pastors. This brings the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Southern Missouri District to a total 
of 115. This is one of the largest chapters in the nation. It is either first or second according to figures 
available. 

The Royal Rangers Planning Committee met the latter part of September to evaluate the progress being 
made during 1970 and to lay plans for 1971. To all the fine men and boys who have contributed of their 
time, money and energy to make the 1970 Pow-Wow successful - - - A great big THANK YOU ! ! 

Fred Deaver, Deputy District Commander and National Aide-de-Camp for the state of Kansas, was present 
and participated in two of the Pow-wows. He brought his muzzle-loading flintlock rifle with him. This he 
demonstrated and fired to the delight of all. 

November 1970: 

Organizational Developments 
Brother Griggs states, “With the rapid growth of the Royal Rangers in the District there has come the need 
for leadership. God has been gracious in providing competent and dedicated men to serve Him and our 
District. For this excellent leadership we are deeply grateful and thankful.” Brother Griggs went on to list 
the District, Divisional and Section staff. 
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District Commander – Rev. James E. Griggs, District Secretary Treasurer 
District Chaplain – Rev. N. Cleo Tapp, District Superintendent 
Deputy District Commander – Edward M. Duddy 
District Aide-de-Camp – Virgil Palmer 
District F.C.F. President – Rev. John Eller 
District Commanders 

Northwest – Don Bixler 
Northeast – Joel Zarro 
Southeast – Rev. Elton Bell 
Southwest – Sam Jones 

Sectional Officers 
*Kansas City Sectional Commander – Rev. Lester Duncan 
*Sedalia Sectional Commander – Rev. Roger Perkins 
Sullivan Sectional Commander – Orval James 
St. Louis Sectional Commander – Glen Whitmire (Area 1) and Robert Rokowske (Area 2) 
Flat River Sectional Commander – Leonard Carter 
*Cape Girardeau Sectional Commander – Rev. William Marshall 
*Kennett Sectional Commander – Rev. Elton Bell 
*Van Buren Sectional Commander – Rev. Clarence Ray 
*West Plaines Sectional Commander – Rev. Leon Hill 
*Springfield Sectional Commander – Rev. Harold Peck 
*Joplin Sectional Commander – Rev. Clyde Davis 
*Clinton Sectional Commander – Rev. Kenneth Smith 

* Where no Sectional Commander has been appointed, the Men’s Fellowship Representative serves as the 
Sectional Commander. 

November 1970: 

Rev. John Eller 
spoke recently for a special Royal Rangers meeting at Eastside Assembly of God in Springfield. Three 
boys, two of them teenagers, were saved. 

January 1971: 

1971 Calendar of Events 
1971 Pow-Wow Dates and Sites 
 Western Region – June 4-5, Knob Noster State Park 
 Eastern Region – June 11-12, St. Francois State Park near Bonne Terre 
District F.C.F. Rendezvous – September 24-25, Compton Ridge Campground near Silver Dollar City 
District Council – April 20-22, Calvary Temple, Springfield 
National Aide-de-Camp Council – May 14-15, Springfield 
National Training Camp – May 20-23, Camp Arrowhead near Marshfield MO 
District Commanders Conference – August 17, Kansas City 

March 1971: 

More 1971 Calendar Items 
National Training Trails – May 27-30, A First!… Be one who attends the First National Training Trails in 
the nation and in the history of Royal Rangers. A limited number will be registered. The location will be in 
southwest Missouri Ozark Mountains. For information on all National Activities write the National Men’s 
Fellowship Department, 1445 Boonville Ave., Springfield, MO 65802. 
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April 1971: 

More Announcements 
N.T.C. stands for National Training Camp. The date for our District is May 20-23. This is a must for all 
Royal Ranger leaders. Pastors are especially urged to attend. 
N.T.T. stands for National Training Trails. For the first time in the history of Royal Rangers there will be 
this advanced training for Royal Rangers leaders. The first N.T.T. in the nation will be held in our District – 
May 27, 1971. Contact the District Office for more information. Only a limited number will be permitted to 
attend. 

May 1971: 

Pow Wow Flyer 

June 1971: 

First F.C.F. Wilderness Recognition 
Frontiersman Camping Fraternity, National auxiliary of advanced Royal Rangers campers, conducted its 
first test for Wilderness Frontiersman recognition on Friday, April 2, 1971 in the Piney Creek area of Mark 
Twain National Forest. Test consisted of cooking a complete meal without utensils and keeping an all-night 
vigil alone by a campfire made without matches. Those participating were: Johnnie Barnes, National 
Commander; John Eller, National FCF President; Elton Bell, National NTC Coordinator; Virgil Palmer, 
Gulf Regional Aide-de-Camp; and David Barnes, National FCF Scout. These individuals will conduct a 
vigil for Regional Aide-de-Camps later. 

July 1971: 

Powwow Report 
There was a total Attendance of 825 in the two regional Powwows. 301 were saved. 47 were initiated into 
FCF. See the Powwows chapter for details. 
Worth it all – At the altar call during the campfire service, a man standing near was really entering into the 
spirit of the service. The commander said, “This is what Pow-Wows are all about.” The man replied. “Yes, 
I know, my son is up here.” Here was a happy father and a happy son to prove that Pow-Wows are Worth it 
All! 

August 1971: 

Why I Believe in the Royal Rangers Program 
I firmly believe that this is our day of opportunity. Things never looked greater for the work of God. The 
Royal Rangers program is one of the tools that God has given to help us take advantage of the opportunities 
that so readily are available. From a very small beginning with a few scattered outposts the program has 
spread across the nation and into the various parts of the world. The following are reasons why I am sold on 
the Royal Rangers Program. 
1) It is naturally adoptive. Royal Rangers and boys go together like ham hocks and beans, lettuce and 

tomatoes, or butter and jelly. It is a natural. It appeals to the natural desires and needs of boys and 
fulfills their spiritual, physical and mental requirements. 

2) It is structurally sound. Any type of construction that is not structurally sound is a menace to life and 
limb. A boys program that is not structurally sound will do irreparable damage to men and boys. The 
Royal Rangers program is structurally sound – Its purpose is to reach, teach and keep boys for Christ. 

3) It is spiritually anointed. The program was born by the Holy Ghost. God has given special leadership 
in the development of the program. Without their realizing it, God has been preparing men for 
leadership in the Royal Rangers program for many years. It is God’s men, in God’s time, doing God’s 
work, and receiving God’s blessings. 

4) It is Scripturally fundamental. Regardless of how good a program we might have, unless it is 
Scripturally fundamental, it would be of no value. The Royal Rangers program is composed of the 
cardinal doctrines of our church: Even the Royal Rangers emblem stands for these basic truths: 
Salvation, Divine Healing, Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the Second Coming of Christ. 
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May the Lord give each of us the dedication, the consecration, the vision, the courage, and the 
determination to seize this, our day of opportunity. For Royal Rangers is: for now, for boys, for men, for 
God, and forever! 

November 1971: 

Royal Rangers Planning Report 
The District Royal Rangers Planning Committee met recently at the District Office to formulate plans for 
1972. Action taken at that time include: 
1) Pow-Wow 1972 – August 24-26, (Thursday, Friday, Saturday) The tentative location is a ver primitive 

area – yet very beautiful, near Rolla, Missouri. Pastors, Commanders, and Royal Rangers leaders mark 
this date on your calendar and don’t let anything hinder your being present. 

2) Goal for Pow-wow – The goal for the Pow-wow was set at 1000 men and boys. Let us all make a great 
effort to reach this goal. Think of it! What an exciting thing this will be: Fellowship, competition, 
training, and spiritual challenge. Great! Plan to be present! 

3) District F.C.F. Rendezvous – The date for this event is September 15-16, 1972 for F.C.F. members 
only. This annual event always brings excitement and fun. 

4) F.C.F. Officers  - The committee too action to recommend that the following officers be chosen for the 
Daniel Boone Chapter. This recommendation was approved by a vote at the annual meeting. President, 
Four Regional Vice-presidents, scribe, Scout and Four Regional Assistant Scouts. 

5) Special Royal Rangers Day – Contacts are being made to see if a special Royal Rangers Day can be 
arranged for Six Flags over Mid-America. More on this later. 

Officers Chosen, F.C.F. At the annual meeting of the Daniel Boone Chapter the following officers were 
chosen: President – Don Ray (Kansas City), Scribe – T.R. Shepherd (Valley Park), Scout – Dale Palmer 
(Valley Park), Vice-presidents and Assistant Scouts will be announced later. 
Thanks to John Eller who has served as District F.C.F. President since the organization of the Daniel Boone 
Chapter. Wonderful growth and much progress has been made during this time. Since Brother Eller is now 
serving as National F.C.F. President he felt he should let another serve on the District level. 

November 1971: 

Campfire Songs, compiled by John Eller 
Campfire Songs has just been released by the Gospel Publishing House. 

December 1971: 

Royal Rangers Powwow Notice 
Attendance at the Pow-Wows reached an all-time high. 825 men and boys registered at the two Pow-wows. 
201 boys accepted Christ as Saviour, and 47 were initiated into the F.C.F. Fraternity. The date for the 1972 
Pow-wow is August 24-26. The tentative site is near Rolla. This will be one, great, big, District-wide Pow-
wow! A goal of 1,000 men and boys has been set by the planning committee. Mark this date on your 
calendar and plan to be present. It will be exciting and rewarding! 

F.C.F. 
Officers chosen at the annual Rendezvous were: President – Don Ray, (Raytown), Scribe – T.R. Shepherd 
(Valley Park), Scout – Dale Palmer (Valley Park). The offices of vice-president and assistant scout were 
expanded to four each representing the four regional areas. Those chosen will be announced later. The date 
for the 1972 Rendezvous is September 15-16. 

FCF Newsletter 
F.C.F. The latest issue of “Powder Horn” is off the press and in the mails. If you did not get your copy, and 
you are a member of the Daniel Boone Chapter of F.C.F. contact T.R. Shepherd, P.O. Box 430, Valley 
Park, Missouri 63088. 
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January 1972: 

Powwow Flyer 
August 24-26, 1972 - The location will be in a very primitive area of the Clark National Forest near Rolla, 
Missouri. More information will be in the usual Pow-wow packet, which will be mailed later. 

Announcing Royal Rangers Day at Six Flags 
June 10, 1972. Special rates for Royal Rangers and their families. Tickets will be available from the Royal 
Rangers Divisional Commander in your area. More information later. Royal Rangers Day has been 
observed in Disneyland and several other famous places. The management of Six Flags Over Mid-America 
has set June 10, 1972 as Royal Rangers Day for this area. 

Royal Rangers Advance 
Annually the Royal Rangers of Valley Park Assembly have a recognition and awards banquet. The above 
photo shows the boys who were granted advancement awards. The officers are, left to right: Chaplain T.R. 
Shepherd, Col. Virgil Palmer, Gen. Johnnie Barnes, and Major Bob Roskowske. 

February 1972: 

Repeat of Flyers for Pow-Wow and Six Flags Day 

March 1972: 

Powwow Flyer 
 

Also: Wear one of these!!! At the left is a replica of the 1972 Royal 
Rangers Pow-wow patch. It is in rich emerald green and rustic brown, on a 
background of buttercup yellow. Designed by Lt. Col. Don Bixler, it is one 
of the most beautiful. All registered and attending the Pow-wow will 
receive a patch. In addition to the patch each one will receive a gold filled 
pin which will indicate the number of years he has attended the Southern 
Missouri District Pow-Wows. You can wear one of these --- proudly! 
 

1972 National Rendezvous 
The first National Frontiersman Camping Fraternity Rendezvous will be 

held June 14-15, 1972 in Springfield, Missouri. Great Fellowship! Buffalo Barbecue! Muzzle Loading 
contest! Award for best outfit! Horn Blowing contest! Tour of the National Frontiersman Camping 
Fraternity Headquarters! Great rally in a cave! A must for all F.C.F. members! The rendezvous will be held 
in conjunction with the Royal rangers District Commanders Conference and the National Aide-de-Camp 
Council. Don’t miss this exciting event! 

June 1972: 

Six Flags Over Mid America 
Only a few short weeks until Royal Rangers at Six Flags Over Mid-America. This is the day when one-
thousand will gather for a day of excitement and fun. Royal Rangers from Southern Missouri, Northern 
Missouri, Illinois and Kansas along with their families will be present. You will not want to miss the event. 
Did you ask who was eligible to attend? All Royal Rangers and Missionettes along with their families and 
friends. We would like to encourage all Royal Rangers and Missionettes who have uniforms to wear them. 
However, if you do not have a uniform do not hesitate to come. 
Where can you secure tickets? From your divisional commander. For those living in and near Springfield 
tickets may be secured from Paul Feller or the District Office. The price is $6.00 for adults and %5.00 for 
children. Six Flags defines an adult as any one twelve years of age or older. Tickets must be  bought 
through your division commander for these prices. You would have to pay the regular price if you 
purchased tickets directly from Six Flags. The regular price is $6.50 for adults and $5.50 for children. 
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There will be a $1.00 parking fee for each car. There is no parking fee for a bus. The bus driver will be 
admitted to Six Flags free. 
If you buy tickets now and for some reason are unable to attend on June 10 you will be able to use your 
tickets at any convenient time. (Sorry no refunds since all tickets have to be either paid for or turned in on 
June10.) If you need more tickets than you have purchased we will have a booth set up on the parking lot in 
which you may purchase these tickets. 
For those who wish to come up on Friday afternoon we have made arrangements at Greensfelder Memorial 
County Park, one mile north of Six Flags, so that you may camp overnight. 
Lt. Col. Don Bixler, (816) 353-817 9904 East 79th Place, Raytown, Missouri 64138. Clinton, Kansas City, 
Sedalia Sections 
Lt. Col. Joel Zarro, (314) 741-3714, 11853 Barden Tower Road, Florissant, Missouri 63033. Sullivan, St. 
Louis, Flat River Sections 
Lt. Col. Elton Bell, (314) 888-5443, 207 East 6th, Kennett, Missouri. Cape, Kennett, Van Buren Sections 
Lt. Col. Sam Jones, (417) 673-2607, 215 Par, Webb City, Missouri. West Plaines, Springfield, Joplin 
Sections 

July 1972: 

Pow-Wow Flyer 
District-wide Pow-wow August 24-26 in Clark National Forest near Rolla MO. FCF application must be in 
by August 1. Guest Speaker Johnnie Barnes, Founder of Royal Rangers. $1.50 registration fee in advance. 
$2.00 at the Pow-wow. Royal Patrol, Certificates of recognition, Pow-wow patches, Inspiration, 
Excitement, Nature Trails, Nature Study, Fun 

August 1972: 

Pow-wow Flyer 
Also: A Good Report – Commander Larry McDonald reports that his outpost has doubled in membership 
during the past year. There are now a total of 46 boys and 14 leaders on the roll. He is praising God for His 
blessings upon the Royal Rangers outpost at Second Assembly of God in Joplin, Missouri. The pastor of 
this growing outpost and church is the Reverend Jesse Taylor. 
 

October 1972: 

Royal Rangers Awards 
The photo shows Royal Ranger Douglas Bell receiving a Certificate of Merit form District Commander 
James E. Griggs. Douglas was awarded the certificate for his efforts in saving the life of a fellow ranger 
while they were swimming. Douglas is a member of Outpost #73, Second Assembly, Joplin, Missouri. His 
commander Lt. Col. Sam Jones, and his pastor, the Reverend Jesse Taylor proudly look on. Congratulations 
to Douglas and Outpost #73. 

1972 Pow-wow Report 
The annual District Pow-wow was held in the Clark National Forest at a location on the Little Piney River, 
near Newberg, Missouri. A total of 467 men and boys attended. 

Many remarked that this was the best Pow-wow ever held. of special interest was a portable water 
purification unit that was supplied and manned by the U.S. Army from Ft. Leonard Wood. The unit, called 
a water point, was able to produce 1,500 gallons of pure water per hour. Water was taken from the Little 
Piney and made 99+% pure. 

Excellent cooperation from the Clark National Forest personnel and Ft. Leonard Wood was greatly 
appreciated. Six portable chemical toilets were also provided by the U.S. Army. 

Receiving awards were Pow-wow Grand Award – First Place: Outpost #54 Grace Assembly, Ferguson, 
Missouri; Second Place – Outpost #99, Bethel Assembly, St. Louis, Missouri; Third Place – Outpost #61, 
Valley Park, Missouri. Camping Awards were received by: First Place – Outpost #43, Elwood Assembly, 
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Springfield, Missouri; Second Place – Outpost #51, Bethel Tabernacle, Kansas City, Missouri; and Third 
Place – Outpost #28, Northwest Assembly, St. Louis, Missouri. 

November 1972: 

Royal Ranger Planning Committee Report 
The Royal Ranger Planning Committee recently met in annual session to formulate and coordinate plans 
for 1973. of interest to all commanders and pastors will be the following: 
1) Pow-wows – Two Pow-wows will be held in 1973. The dates are: Western Division – June 8-9, 

Eastern Division – June 15-16 The locations will be at Knob Noster State Park and St. Francois State 
Park respectively. Pastors and Commanders mark these dates on your calendars now! In this way 
nothing will interfere with your being present. Make a special effort to clear your calendars so that 
your men and boys will not be disappointed. You have almost a year to plan. 

2) New Grading System – A new grading system for awards is being devised. It is anticipated that 50 
simple questions will be asked on the tally sheet. They can be answered with simple yes or no in most 
cases. Credit will be given for campcraft items that make a camp “more efficient” And “more 
enjoyable”. Credit will be given for identification items of the outposts; such as flags. Flags that are 
stationary and those that are carried from event to event will gain credit. Final drafts of the new 
grading system will be mailed early next year. 

3) Schedule – The schedule will be changed to give more opportunity for individual choice in 
participation in activities. Instead of training classes it is anticipated this time will be used for “Show 
and Tell” type of demonstrations. Don Bixler and Virgil Palmer will be coordinators and the final 
schedule and detail information will be out next year. 

 
Invitations are going out for an outstanding evangelist for each of the Pow-Wows. More information on this 
will be forthcoming. MARK IT! (The Date) PLAN IT! (The Occasion) DETERMINE IT! (Be Present) You 
can make the 1973 Pow-Wows the greatest of all! See you then. 
 
Notice – The Royal Ranger of the Year will be chosen soon. Pastors and Commanders send your 
nomination to the District Commander, 1400 North Campbell, Springfield, Missouri 65802 
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February 1973: 

The Following Dates are Important to Men and Boys. 
Please mark these dates on your calendars and plan now to attend these very important functions. 
 
March 19-20 Royal Rangers National Aide-de-Camp Council, Springfield, Missouri 
May 17-20 National Royal Rangers Training Trail, Ozark Mountains 
May 24-27 National Royal Rangers Training Camp, Marshfield 
June 8-9  Western Division Royal Rangers Pow-Wow, Knob Noster State Park 
June 15-16 Eastern Division Royal Rangers Pow-Wow, St. Francois State Park 
August 30-Sept.3 National Canoe Expedition, Ely, MN 
September 7-8 Daniel Boone Chapter F.C.F. Outing, Kansas City 
September 14-15 Royal Rangers Advanced National Training Camp, Marshfield 
September 21 District Royal Rangers Planning Committee, Jefferson City 
Sept. 30-Oct. 7 Royal Rangers Week, 11th Anniversary 

May 1973: 

Pow-Wow Flyer 
$1.50 early registration, $2.00 registration fee at the Pwo-Wow 

June 1973: 

Repeat of Pow-Wow Flyer 

July 1973: 

Pow-Wow Report 
With the wonderful cooperation and diligent work of many people the Pow-Wows for 1973 were 
outstanding. Special thanks goes to Lt. Col. Don Bixler, coordinator for the Western Region and to Col. 
Virgil Palmer, coordinator for the Eastern Region and to General Paul Feller, Special Assistant. These men, 
along with many others made the 1973 Pow-Wows a success from every standpoint. The District Director 
and staff wish to express appreciation to the Missouri Park Board and their Superintendents and staff in 
providing the excellent facilities at Knob Noster and St. Francois State Parks. 

Elton Bell, the scheduled evangelist for the Western Region, became ill and was not able to attend. 
Reverend Bob Johnson and Reverend Royce Beckett stepped into the gap and presented dynamic 
challenges to the men and boys, Evangelist John McPherson was at his best as he presented Christ at the 
eastern Region. It is estimated that approximately 120 boys stepped forward to meet Christ. 
 
Awards:    Camping   Powwow 
Eastern:  First Place First, Rolla (OP#132)  Grace, St. Louis (OP#54) 
  Second Place Florissant (OP#42)  Valley Park (OP#61) 

Third Place Southside, St. Louis (OP#90) Bethel, St. Louis (OP#99) 
 
Western: First Place Windsor (OP#142)  Elwood (OP#43) 
  Second Place Glad Tidings, Spfd. (OP#22) Bolivar (OP#107) 
  Third Place Fristoe (OP#136)   Blenheim, KC (OP#81) 
 
A number of new groups attended for the very first time. The attendance was good at each Pow-Wow. The 
western region – 334, and the eastern region – 300. The 1973 Pow-Wow patch was designed by Don Bixler 
and Bob Duddy. It is interesting to note that 11 men and boys were initiated into the Frontiersman Camping 
Fraternity at each of the Pow-Wows. The F.C.F. is the camping fraternity of Royal Rangers and members 
are initiated by a special memorable ceremony. Stringent prescribed requirements must be met I order to be 
eligible to apply for membership. District leaders from Northern Missouri and Illinois were present at the 
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Pow-Wows. These men came to observe and to enjoy fellowship. Several served as members of the 
inspection team. 

District Royal Rangers Committee  
The District Royal Rangers Committee will meet in September to make plans for 1974. Suggestions may be 
forwarded to the District Office. Details of the plans for next year will be announced in the fall of 1973. 

District F.C.F. Outing  
The District F.C.F. outing is scheduled for the Kansas City area September 7 and 8. Members should keep 
this date in mind. Details will be sent to each member by the District Scribe. 

August 1973: 

District Presbytery Makes Appointments 
Royal Rangers – Reverend Paul Feller needs little introduction, as he is well known in our District. He is an 
ordained minister of this District. He served as National Training Coordinator for Royal Rangers for six 
years. He has been active and attended most of the Pow-Wows in the District. As a member of the Royal 
Rangers Planning Committee he has helped shape the growth of Royal Rangers in our District. He may be 
contacted at: 601 Williams, Springfield, Missouri 65803 

Brother Griggs will continue to serve as District Director of the Men’s Department and executive officer 
for the three divisions (Action Crusades, Light for the Lost and Royal Rangers).  

September 1973: 

Notice of Frontiersman Camping Fraternity Annual Outing 
Frontiersman Camping Fraternity (F.C.F.) annual outing – September 8. Near Kansas City. Old Missouri 
Town a restored typical frontier community located in the Lake Jacomo Park on the east side of the lake. 

October 1973: 

Frontiersman Camping Fraternity Annual Outing Report 
The annual outing of the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity was held in the 
Kansas City area at Lake Jacomo. Don Ray and Don Bixler and others extended a hearty welcome to the 
men and boys attending. Missouri Town 1855 was the site chosen for the activities. 

Missouri Town 1855 is a reconstructed village planned to preserve the remains of a way of life that existed 
over a hundred years ago in Missouri and the mid-west. Buildings are torn down, timbers are numbered, 
and moved to Lake Jacomo for reconstruction. This gives a setting quite similar to the original. The village 
is in the process of development. Presently a number of large houses have been restored, a blacksmith’s 
shop, church, cabins, barn, livery stable, and out buildings are to be seen. 

To bring the atmosphere in keeping with that of a bygone day, garden plots in which herbs are actually 
growing may be seen. Even animals and stock are kept to give a feeling of authenticity. A yoke of oxen, 
chickens, a turkey, and other animals may be seen. The oxen are beautiful specimens each weighing a ton. 

The outing was one of the best attended ever held. Over 60 men and boys were present. Newly elected 
officers are: F.C.F. President – Don Ray; District Scribe – Jim Compton; District Scout – Dave Franklin; 
Vice-president Northwest Region – Jerry Haines; Vice-president Northeast region – Bob Roskowske; 
Assistant Scout Northwest Region – Gary Cooper; Assistant Scout Northeast Region – Bob Duddy; and 
Assistant Scout Southwest Region – Dale Nettell. 
Winners in the various contest were: Black Powder Turkey Shoot – Don Bixler; Log Roll – Scott Garner; 
Knife Throw – Darold Hartzler; Tomahawk Throw – Bill Mitchell; and Horn Blow – Don Bixler. 

November 1973: 

Appointments and Announcements 
David Hudson has been appointed as Royal Rangers Commander for Springfield Section. 
Larry McDonald has been appointed as Royal Rangers Commander for the Joplin Section 



20 

Jerry Millhouser has been appointed as Royal Rangers Commander for the Springfield Section. 
 

Pow Wow Patch Contest 
A contest is being conducted for a design for the 1974 Pow-Wow patch. The contest is open to all Royal 
Rangers who have not reached the age of 18 at the time the design is submitted for consideration. The 
contest committee reserves the right to reject any or all entries. All entries become the property of the 
District Royal Rangers. The committee reserves the right to make slight alterations in the design that is 
finally chosen. Designs should be submitted no later than January 1, 1974. Entries should be mailed to the 
District Office. 
 

Calendar for 1974 
March 14-16 Aide-de-Camp Council, Springfield 
April 4-6 District Commander’s Conference, Springfield 
May 23-26 National Training Camp, Camp Arrowhead, Marshfield 
June 7-8  District Pow-Wow, Western Region, Knob Noster State Park 
June 14-15 District Pow-Wow, Eastern Region, St. Francois State Park 
August 20-24 National Camporama, Colorado Springs 
September 13-14 District F.C.F. Annual Outing, near Springfield 

December 1973: 

Appointments and Announcements 
Don Ray has been appointed as Royal Rangers Commander for Kansas City Section. 
Jerry Haines has been appointed as Kansas City Section West Area Commander. 
Melvin Brelsford has been appointed as Kansas City Section South Area Commander. 
Eldon McFee has been appointed as Kansas City Section East Area Commander. 
Bob Anderson has been appointed as Kansas City Section Northeast Area Commander. 
William Cerutti has been appointed as Kansas City Section Northwest Area Commander. 
The following outpost have recently been organized: 
Bourbon, #157 and Meramec Heights, #158 
Preliminary steps have been taken for the beginning of outpost at the Assembly in Marshville and also at 
Republic Assembly. The newly approved sectional commanders are busy and additional news concerning 
the starting and chartering of new outpost will be reported later. 

January 1974: 

Announcements 
Men’s Fellowship changes name to Men’s Department 

The winner of the Pow-Wow patch Contest will be announced as soon as the committee makes a decision. 

Plans are underway for the selection of a District Royal Ranger of the Year for 1974. Candidates from the 
Pioneer, Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers will be considered. Rules and information may be obtained 
from a member of the Advisory Council of your area. 

Western Region Powwow – June 7-8, Knob Noster State Park. Evangelist John McPherson 

Eastern Region Powwow – June 14-15, St. Francois State Park. Evangelist Bob Wilkes 

National Camporama – Application blanks are ready for this exciting event. This is a first and attendance 
will be limited to a pro-rated basis. The site will be Colorado Springs, Colorado. Contact the District Office 
or Paul Feller for more information. 

February 1974: 

Greetings from Paul Feller 
No, don’t turn the page. Give me a little time to chat with you. I would like to talk about Royal Rangers. 
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Take a group of energetic, curious, impetuous, twisting, squirming boys. Give them a special meeting. 
Include the exploring of new ideas. Then add a few games, projects, Bible studies and devotional times. 
Throw in a few campouts with trees to climb, creeks to fall into, woods to explore and plenty of food to 
cook and eat. Gather them around a campfire at night. Read a portion of the Bible and pray with them. 
Show them the things God created. Provide a Father and Son Banquet or two. Let the boys know they are 
important to you and to God. Mix thoroughly with plenty of prayer under the direction of God fearing men. 

The product? Young men who love the Lord and are ready to serve Him in any way he chooses, families 
influenced for God, parents saved and added to the church, growth and revival for the whole church. 

No, I am not dreaming. I have met and talked with pastors who have seen these things happen in their 
churches. Each semester I meet young men who were influenced by the Royal Rangers and are entering 
Central Bible College to prepare for full-time Christian service. 

Several of these young men came in contact with God and the church for the first time through Royal 
Rangers. Others were helped in their Christian experiences at crucial times, which kept them for God. 

Yes, the Royal Rangers program works. It can be an effective evangelistic tool, reaching teaching and 
keeping your boys and the boys of your community for Christ. Is it working for your church and boys? Wht 
not try it? 

Thank you for the chance to talk with you. If you wish more information or if I can help you, please let me 
know. 

Paul Feller 
District Commander 

 

Pow-wow Patch Contest 
Thirteen boys presented eighteen entries. These came from seven outposts. The Winner was Bob Duddy! 
His was unique and interesting, which showed a great deal of originality. The contest was close. The 
following received honorable mention: Paul Williams, Danny Bixler, Gale Palmer, and Randy Roush. The 
will be another contest next year. 

March 1974: 

Royal Ranger News 
There were 870 boys and 335 men who registered with the National Royal Rangers Office during 1973, 
totaling 1205. From contacts that we have made at Pow-Wows, traveling and by mail, we have found that 
there are many groups of Royal Rangers who failed to register with the National Office. We estimate that 
there are 400 men and boys involved in Royal Rangers that did not register. This brings out total number of 
men and boys to 1,605 for 1973! 
 

Royal Rangers Training Course 
The Royal Rangers staff is interested in giving the complete Royal Rangers Training Course in the 
Jefferson City area this Fall, 1974, and 1975. Contact Col. Ed Duddy, 5 Tealwood Drive, Creve Coeur 
Missouri 63141 or call (314) WY4-7319. 
 

Schedule of Sectional Royal Rangers Activities: 
Junior Leadership Training Course, April 6 – May 11 weekends, for ages 14-17 
Springfield Sectional Pow-Wow – July 19-20 
National Training Camp – Marshfield, Camp Arrowhead May 22-25 
National Training Trails – Piney Creek, May 1-4 
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May 1974: 

Pow-Wow Flyer 

June 1974: 

Pow-Wow Flyer 

July 1974: 

Pow Wow Report 
Western Division – June 7-8 – The Pow-Wow for the Western Division was held at Knob Noster State 
Park. Unusually inclement weather forced some changes. The organized camping area assigned for the 
Pow-Wow-type of outings is located in a low-lying area near a river. Incessant rain had fallen during the 
week of the Pow-Wow. On Friday, June 7, it rained almost all day. Several campsites were ankle deep in 
water. The campsite was saturated, soggy and muddy. After waiting for as long as possible the staff and 
outpost commanders made the decision to forgo the setting up of the usual camp sites. Those who had 
previously been set up had water in the tents and the equipment was drenched. 

Through the excellent assistance of District Aide-de-Camp, Dr. Russell Primrose and the wonderful 
cooperation of Col. Peterson, and Major Odom of Whiteman Air Force Base, the evening rally was held in 
the Base Activities Building. Evangelist John McPherson was at his best with some 25 boys stepping 
forward to dedicate their lives to God. A total of 312 men and boys were registered and over 200 attended 
the rally. Some groups returned home when they were not able to set up camp. Twenty churches from 
Southern Missouri were represented. Guest from the Northern Missouri District and the Kansas District 
participated in the FCF initiations. Ten men and boys were initiated. Although there were some 
disappointments as to the inability to set up camps, and inspection competition and training sessions, the 
lasting effects were worth the effort. 

Eastern Division – June 14-15 – The Lord was gracious to provide good weather during the time the camps 
were being set up, and for the evening evangelistic rally. However, about 1:00am the rains came. Saturday 
the weather was excellent. 

A total of 345 men and boys were actually registered. Visitors brought the total to 360. Twenty churches 
were represented. 15 ministers were present, and 10 FCF candidates were initiated. 
 
Awards:    Camping   Powwow 
Eastern:  First Place Maplewood (OP#101)  Bethel Temple (OP#99) 
  Second Place Southside,STL (OP#90)  Grace (OP#54) 

Third Place Florissant (OP#42)  Valley Park (OP#61) 
(All in St. Louis Area) 

 
Western: Due to inclement weather, all inspections were cancelled. 
 
Appreciation is expressed for the fine staffs and officers who served each Pow-Wow. Also a sincere word 
of thanks goes to the Missouri State Park Board and the park superintendents: Mr. Ben Stacey, and Mr. 
John Martin. Now we all look forward to next year when the Pow-Wows are expected to be bigger and 
better. 
 
Divisional Royal Rangers Pow-Wows – July 19-20, Fair Grove, MO. 20 miles north of Springfield. For 
information contact Rev. Dave Hudson 833-2128 
 

Chartered Outposts 
Churches who have chartered outposts for the first time are Bismarck A/G, Mt Vernon A/G, Northview 
A/G, and First A/G Lamar. 
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Southwest Divisional Commander Appointed 
Dave Hudson, Springfield, has been appointed Southwest Divisional Commander. (The Southwest Division 
for the Southern Missouri Royal Rangers includes the West Plaines, Springfield, and Joplin Sections.) 
David Hudson has just graduated from Central Bible College and during the past year he has been serving 
as the Springfield Sectional Commander. 

September 1974: 

FCF News 
Final plans are in the offing for the annual F.C.F. outing. Several sites are still under consideration. If all 
goes well a site will be available for some exciting activities. Details and location will be in the letter from 
the District Scribe. 

Initiations – Due to very rainy weather and curtailed activities during the summer, a decision has been 
reached to have initiations for applicants for F.C.F. who have passed Phase 1. 

District F.C.F. President Resigns – Don Ray who has served with distinction as District F.C.F. President 
has been appointed by the National Office to serve as Territorial Representative for the Plainsmen 
Territory. He will be completing his term of office at the outing September 13-14, 1974. His replacement 
will be elected at that time. 

Medal of Valor – Robert Douglas  
Medal of Valor – Robert Douglas, age 11, Springfield, Missouri, was awarded the Medal of Valor for 
saving his friend, Chuck Healey, age 9, from drowning. The presentation was made by National 
Commander, Johnnie Barnes. Douglas attends Glad Tidings Assembly. 

Southwest Region Pow-Wow 
Commander David Hudson and a number of others joined in having a regional Pow-Wow. The event 
encompassed the West Plaines, Springfield, and Joplin Sections. Over 200 men and boys attended. Guest 
speaker was Pastor David Boykin from Bolivar. The event was held north of Springfield with 12 boys 
stepping forward for salvation. 

Royal Rangers Visit the Governor 
Missouri’s Governor Christopher Bond issued a special proclamation designating August 19-25, 1974 as 
Royal Rangers Week with August 19 as Royal Rangers Day. He stated that the program was “designed to 
develop the total boy, physically, mentally, socially and spiritually with emphasis on the development of 
both character and self-reliance”. Ten Royal Rangers from Missouri were present at the capital for the 
Governor’s proclamation who will represent Missouri outposts of the Royal Rangers at the Camporama. 
The Governor was presented with a special plaque commending him for his “outstanding service to the 
boys of Missouri” and the Royal Rangers Medal of Merit. Russell Primrose presented the plaque and medal 
along with Leroy Olson. 

October 1974: 

FCF Outing Report 
The Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity held their annual outing on the 
Sutherland Farm near Fair Grove, north of Springfield. Special thanks are in order to those who worked so 
faithfully to make the outing a success. Especially should be the following be mentioned: Paul Feller, 
David Hudson, Larry McDonald, Jerry Millhouser, Ray Huffman, Dan Bell and Ron Henderson. The 
outing was honored to have Fred Deaver, National F.C.F. President; and Don Bixler, National F.C.F Scribe. 

Newly Initiated – Due to very inclement weather some were not able to be initiated into the Daniel Boone 
Chapter during the Pow-Wows. Those receiving the “good ole treatment” were: John March, Carl Crackel, 
Mark Jones, Larry Pitts, and Bryen Mitchell. Welcome (varmits), errr we mean brothers! 

F.C.F. President Resigns – Don Ray, who has served as President of the Daniel Boone Chapter, was 
recently chosen to represent the Plainsmen Territory. He resigned to be able to devote more time to his new 
assignment. Jerry Haynes, Kansas City, was chosen to serve for the unexpired term. 
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David Franklin, who has served as District Scribe, moved with his parents to Michigan. Don Franklin, who 
was National Royal Rangers Training Coordinator for a number of years, has accepted a pastorate. Dan 
Bixler was chosen to serve for the unexpired term. Congratulation to these new officers, and best wishes to 
the outgoing officers in their new responsibilities. 

Winners – Every Royal Ranger is a winner. But winners in the competition at the F.C.F. outing were: Black 
Powder shoot – Fred Deaver; Hawk Throw – Don ray (men) and Kent Primrose (boys); Knife Throw – Don 
Bixler (Men) and Dan Bixler (boys); Tall Tales – Don Ray, Tree Climb – Carl Crackel; Indian Arm 
Wrestling – Carl Crackel. 

On the Move – The Daniel Boone Chapter of F.C.F. is on the move. All men and boys in Royal Rangers 
should strive to meet the requirements and become a part of this very elite group. In 1975 the outing will be 
held in the St. Louis area. Exact location will be announced later. 

New Charter – Outpost 167, Ozark, MO, was recently chartered. The Commander is Jim Greenhaw. 

November 1974: 

District Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting Report 
The District Royal Rangers Executive Committee met in annual session recently. The following decisions 
were made. Please mark your calendar for 1975. 
Pow-Wow 1975 – The committee voted to have a District-wide Pow-Wow for 1975. An all out effort will 
be made to reach an enrollment of 1,000 men and boys. The location will be in the Rolla area, and the 
specific site will be decided upon later. The date is June 12-14 
Executive Committee – The next meeting of the Royal Rangers Executive Committee will be in 
Springfield, April 4, 1975. 
Advisory Committee Meeting – The District Royal Rangers Advisory Committee meeting will be in 
Springfield, April 5, 1975 
F.C.F. Encampment, 1975 – The next annual outing of the Frontiersmen Camping Fraternity will be held in 
the St. Louis area, September 12-13, 1975. 
Pow-Wow Patch Design Contest – The deadline for the Pow-Wow patch design contest is December 6, 
1974. All entries must be in the District Office on or before this date. The winner will be chosen by the 
committee, and a valuable prize of camping gear will be given to the winner. 
Outpost Commander’s Award – The deadline for applications for the Outpost Commander’s Award in 
January 17, 1975. 
Royal Ranger of the Year – The District Royal ranger of the Year will be chosen in time to make the 
announcement and presentation at District Council. Applications must reach the District Office no later 
than March 31, 1975. 
 

January 1975: 

Springfield Section Royal Rangers Float 
Springfield Sectional Royal Rangers’ Float placed third in the local annual Christmas parade and won $75. 
It all began over a year ago when someone suggested that the Royal Rangers enter the parade. After 
discussing the possibilities, the common feeling was that we would work toward an all out effort in 1974, 
so we only watched the 1973 parade. “Watching gave us some good ideas but it was only dedication and 
hard work that brought success this year”, said Sectional Commander Dave Hudson. 

Senior Commander Robert Lyle of Outpost #1, Bethel Assembly, Springfield, was the float designer and 
coordinator. He also secured his employers’ work shop (Nothum Mfg. And Gutter Sales Co. 631 South 
Kansas) to work in after hours and Saturday before the parade. Commander Jim Payne from Calvary 
Temple #18 worked with Commander Lyle on the painting and letter of the Float. 

There was a representation of all age of Royal Rangers on the float except for Chi Omega Rho, the clooege 
fraternity for Royal Rangers. The 6 outposts that participated were: Bethel A/G #1, Calvary Temple #18, 
Glad Tidings #22, Elwood #43, Parkcrest Village #114 and Westport #159. There were 60  boys (1-FCF, 3 
trailblazer, 29 Pioneers, and 13 Buck-a-roos, and 8 men that either rode the float or walked behind in the 
parade, but there were others (boys and men) who helped build the float. It was a united effort and a lot of 
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hard work, but Springfield knows a little more about Royal Rangers now, and we are proud that we could 
represent such a fine organization and fly the Royal Rangers flag as well as the American and Christian 
flags. Next year we are planning to have even greater participation and response, and we hope to take the 
first place prize for our efforts. 

Dates to remember: 
RR Advisory Committee – Springfield, MO March 29, 1975 
District Pow-Wow – Near Rolla June 12-14, 1975 
FCF Annual Outing – Near St. Louis September 12-13, 1975 
 

Camporama Flag 
The flag shown is the one carried by the Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers attending the First 
National Camporama at Colorado Springs. The flag was recently presented to the District Executive 
Director, James E. Griggs, at a Royal Rangers Banquet. The artwork is by Commander Jim Payne, 
Springfield, Missouri. 

February 1975: 

Medal of Valor Awarded 
Dan Hash, age 21, Hillsboro Missouri was awarded the Medal of Valor at a special ceremony at First 
Assembly of God, January 5, 1975. The Medal of Valor is the highest award given to those who have 
risked their lives in behalf of others. 

This special award is given by the National Royal Rangers Department upon recommendation, evaluation 
and serious consideration. The report of the act of valor indicates that on the night of October 21, 1974, a 
bus load of teens and young adults were returning from a C.A. Rally in Arnold, Missouri. The driver of the 
bus was Don Hash. As the bus rounded a curve north of Hillsboro Brother Hash saw a car weaving from 
side to side and lane to lane meeting them. In a matter of seconds the driver had to make one of two 
choices: (1) swerve the bus to the right – this would have made it so the driver would not have been hit 
head on, but would have endangered all the passengers. Also it is possible that the bus, out of control, 
might have gone over an embankment. (2) Try to stop the bus, warn the passenger, sound his horn to warn 
the driver, and hit the car head-on. 

Brother Hash took the second choice, which placed his life in danger, but no doubt saved many others. 
Many were hurt, as the two vehicles hit head on. The driver of the other car never attempted to stop. The 
Hash’s young baby was thrown into the air, but was caught before striking the windshield. Brother Hash 
was marvelously spared serious injury and he showed presence of mind as he took charge of the situation 
when the two vehicles began to smoke. He aided his passengers to safety. Parents, friends, pastor and all 
were thankful that no one was killed. The large Sunday School bus was considered a total wreck. 

Brother Hash’s outpost commander states, “Brother Hash laid his life on the line that night to spare all on 
the bus. Ha made, what I believe to be an unselfish, full of love, heroic, decision and deserves the Royal 
Rangers Medal of Valor”. Signed David G. Wilson, Senior Commander. 

Ed Duddy, Lorel Clark, several churches represented by commanders and their boys were present as James 
E. Griggs, District Executive Officer presented this Medal. Dan Hash was among the 2nd group initiated 
into the Daniel Boone FCF. 

FCF Officers Planning 
The officers of the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity met in Jefferson City for 
a planning session. Those present were, left to right, Danny Bixler, District Scout; James E. Griggs, 
Executive Director; Paul Feller, District Commander; Jim Compton, District Scribe; and Jerry Haynes, 
District FCF President. National Scribe, Don Bixler, was also present. He took the picture. 
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March 1975: 

Royal Ranger News 
Recently 54 men and boys attended a Father and Son banquet at the Assembly of God Church, Salem Mo. 
Special Guest for the occasion was James E. Griggs, District Executive Men’s Director. The photo shows 
only part of those attending. Many of the men responded to the challenge indicating interest in some phase 
of the Men’s Ministries. 

Rangers Visit District Office 
A group of Royal Rangers from First Assembly in Carthage visited the District Office recently. Three 
leaders and thirteen boys were in the group. The pastor of this fine outpost is the Reverend Jimmie L. 
Hinson. Church groups wishing to visit the District Office are welcome. 

Schedule for 1975 
April 2-6 National Canoe Expedition, Okeefenokee Swamp 
April 6  Southern Missouri Light for the Lost Day 
May 1-4  National Training Camp, Marshfield 
June 12-14 District Royal Rangers Pow-Wow, Rolla 
June 15  National Men’s Day 
September National Action Crusades Month 
September 12-13 District F.C.F. Outing, near St. Louis 
October  District Light for the Lost Tour 
November 16 “Revivaltime” World Prayer Meeting 

June 1975: 

District Executive Director Receives Medal of Merit 
At a surprise presentation during the recent District Council the Executive Director of the District Men’s 
Department, James E. Griggs, was presented with the Medal of Merit. The award was presented in a 
surprise ceremony by District Royal Rangers Commander, Paul Feller. The Medal of Merit is given to 
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to boys in the National and District Level. 

District Rangers of the Year 
Paul Feller presented the TrailRanger of the Year Award to Danny Bixler, Evangel Temple, KC; 
Trailblazer of the Year went to Kent Primrose, Rolla First; and Pioneer of the Year went to Rex Davis, 
Rolla First. 

Royal Rangers Pow Wow 
Location: Fort Leonard Wood, near Waynesville, Missouri. Enter the Army bas through the main gate off I-
44. Ask directions to the Big Piney Campgrounds. Pre-registration fee - $2.00/ at the Pow-Wow - $2.50. 
Speakers are Reverend James Griggs, Thursday night and Reverend Don Franklin, Friday night. 

Patterson Assembly Royal Rangers Outing  
Patterson Assembly Royal Rangers are pictured above. The middle photo is the Royal Rangers leaders of 
Outpost #12 (left to right) Melford Shearrer, Dale Henson, Chaplain and Pastor Loyd Ice, Bob Street and 
Bob Fox. The left photo is 25 boys in outpost #12, 4 leaders and State Park Ranger Lenord Westmoreland, 
taken just before departing on a Saturday tour of Johnsons Shut-Ins and Elephant Rock State Parks guided 
by Park Ranger Westmoreland. 

July 1975: 

Pow-Wow Report 
The date of June 12-14, 1975 will long be remembered by the men and boys of the Southern Missouri 
District. This was the date of the largest and one of the most successful Pow-Wows ever held. A total of 
570 paid registration, visitors and guests attended. The Pow-Wow was held on the Big Piney Camp 
Grounds at Ft. Leonard Wood. Words of welcome and greeting were given to the assemblage by Lt. Col. 
Donald Drumm and Sargent Jerry Lewis. 
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Several speakers included N. Cleo Tapp, District Chaplain; James E. Griggs, District Executive Director; 
Carl Willis, Pastor, Ave; and Don Franklin, Associate Pastor, Kansas City. A total of 82 boys presented 
themselves to Christ. 

A most impressive part of the Pow-Wow was the Memorial Service for Sr. Guide Elton Bell. The flags 
were lowered to half-mast. Virgil Palmer, Don Bixler, Russell Primrose, Paul Feller, and James E. Griggs 
spoke concerning their knowing Brother Bell. A moment of silent prayer followed, and then the flags were 
raised back to full mast. 

Twenty four men and boys qualified for the F.C.F. and were initiated into the Daniel Boone Chapter. A 
total of 15 ministers were present. A unique feature of the sessions was the visit to Gammon Field to 
witness the observance of the bicentennial celebration. Major General John Waggener, commanding 
General, Fort Leonard Wood and Congressman Richard Ichord were present. These activities included a 
full-dress parade, a rappelling demonstration from a helicopter and a parachute jump. The Royal Rangers 
were guests of the Army Base and were seated in a designated area. 

Training and skill testing were a major part of the activities on Friday. Winning awards were: 

  Camping   Powwow 
First Place Evangel Temple, KC (OP#78) Grace, St. Louis (OP#54) 

 Second Place Southside, St. Louis (OP#90) Bethel, St. Louis (OP#99) 
Third Place Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) Valley Park (OP#61) 

 

Notice – the dates of the 1976 Pow-Wows have already been established. They are: Western Division – 
June 4-5; Eastern Division – June 11-12. Mark these dates on your calendars. 

1975 Upcoming Events 
September 12-13 – FCF Fall Encampment, St. Louis area 
September 26 – Executive Committee Meeting, Jefferson City 
October 2-4 – Territorial FCF Rendezvous 

August 1975: 

1976 Pow Wow Flyer 
Western Division – June 4-5, 1976 
Eastern Division – June 11-12, 1976 

New Appointments 
The following men have been recently appointed to serve the Royal Rangers: 
Jim Compton, Valley Park – District Aide-de-Camp 
Lorel Clark, Maplewood – Northeast Divisional Commander 
Cloid Deck, St. Louis – Sectional Commander, St. Louis 
Robert Lyle, Springfield – Area Commander, Springfield 
Dale Maynard, Cathage – Area Commander, Joplin Section 

Patterson A/G Royal Rangers and Missionettes Award 
Patterson A/G Royal Rangers and Missionettes took 1st Place at the 4th of July Picnic Parade at Greenville, 
MO. 30 Royal Rangers in uniform marching behind the float with 19 Missionettes riding in and on the 
truck. The next Sunday a college boy (must have seen the pretty Missionettes) visited the church. 

September 1975: 

Frontiersman Camping Fraternity (by Jerry Haines, District FCF President) 
The Frontiersman Camping Fraternity was founded in the summer of 1966. It’s main purpose is to give 
men and boys special recognition for their achievements, to build a group of men and boys who will 
continue to be Royal Rangers and camping enthusiasts, to encourage advancement and developing 
campcraft skills, and to develop a group of men and boys who will be the very best in Christian example 
and leadership. 
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The early frontiersmen were able to adapt to the outdoors. In the F.C.F. we strive to learn about nature and 
God’s wonderful creation. We try to keep the spirit of our early frontiersmen alive by wearing buckskin 
outfits and shooting muzzle-loading rifles. We also throw tomahawk and knives and blow hunter’s horns. 
Everyone makes his own set of skins to wear.  We encourage our members to hand-make all their items if 
possible. This gives a greater satisfaction than just going out and buying them. Items that they make range 
all the way from coonskin hats to beaded necklaces. And all good frontiersmen had a “possibles pouch”. 
That was something he carried everything possible in. 

Each District is encouraged to select a name for its chapter. In Southern Missouri we selected the Daniel 
Boone Chapter. The official symbol of the F.C.F .is the blazing campfire. The campfire provided the early 
frontiersman with light, warmth and was very essential and useful in cooking. The blazing campfire 
therefore symbolizes the spirit of F.C.F. which is personal witnessing (light), Christian Love (warmth), and 
dedicated service (usefulness). There are also five logs around the fire. They are symbols of the five things 
needed to keep the spirit of F.C.F. alive. The are Courage, Achievement, Friendship, Leadership, and 
Woodsmanship. 

The basic requirements for membership are: for boys, the have to be a first class rating in Trailblazers and 
earn the Camping Award. For men they must complete the Leadership Training course and earn the 
Leader’s Medal of Achievement. There are also three steps of recognition in the F.C.F. These are 
Frontiersman, Buckskin and Wilderness. 

Each Fall we have an outing. The one this year will be at Cuba, Missouri, located near Rolla. More 
information will be sent to all members, giving information. Things will start around 5:00pm Friday and 
continue until around 4:00 Saturday. The dates are September 12-13. There will be competition in Black 
Powder shooting, tomahawk and knife throw, bow and arrow shooting, horn blowing, judging skins 
(outfits), slingshots, Indian Arm Wrestling, log rolling, primitive fire building, and tall tales. There will be 
demonstrations on loading and shooting black powder rifles, how to string beads on a loom, how to throw 
and stick a knife and tomahawk and how to start a fire from nature’s elements. See you there! 

October 1975: 

Annual F.C.F. Encampment Report 
The Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity met on a farm near Cuba, Missouri for 
their annual encampment. An excellent time of fellowship, fun and food made this event a wonderful 
occasion. Paul Stanek, National Training Coordinator, came dressed in his bicentennial uniform. With his 
four foot long barrel muzzle loader he made a good replica of Colonial days. 

Officers elected for a two-year term were: President – Jerry Haines, Scribe – Jim Compton, Scout – Dan 
Bixler. The following were appointed and ratified: Vice-president, Northwest Division – Jim Ragan, Vice-
president, Northeast Division – Bob Roskowski, Vice-president, Southwest Division – David Franklin, 
Assistant Scout, Southwest Division – Jonathan Trower. 

Announcing Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Pow Wow Western Division – June 4-5, 1976; 
Eastern Division – June 11-12, 1976. Mark these dates on your calendar now! The motto is Ready Always! 

November 1975: 

Gold Medal of Achievements 
October the fourth was a day to remember for three boys from Faith Assembly of God in House Springs, 
Missouri. It was on this date that Thomas Miller, Cord Eaker, and Bobby Rothlisberger received the Royal 
Rangers Gold Medal of Achievement. This is the first time in the Southern Missouri District that three boys 
from the same church have received the award. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is the top award that a boy can earn in the Royal Rangers Program. To 
earn this award, a boy must complete a multitude of requirements. A few of the requirements are: read the 
Bible through, quote from memory the Beatitudes, become proficient in camping techniques, know First 
Aid, and know how to lead an unsaved friend to Christ. 
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The evening activities started with a banquet for the 120 Royal Rangers, leaders pastors and fathers. Royal 
Rangers who earned advancements in rank were presented their awards. Following this the Royal Rangers 
softball team was presented the championship trophy for the Flat River Sectional Softball League. The 
three boys were then presented their Gold Medals of Achievements and the evening was concluded by the 
District Commander, Paul Feller showing a special slide presentation and a message from the Word of 
God. Jerry Little, Flat River Sectional Commander served as Master of Ceremony. 

Recent Charters 
Churches which have recently chartered Royal Rangers Outposts are Patterson A/G, CASSVILLE A/G, 
HARTVILLE A/G. Mansfield A/G, IRONDALE A/G, Stockton A/G, and Mammoth A/G in Gainesville. 

New Appointments 
The following men have been recently appointed to serve in Royal Rangers as Area Commanders: Carl 
Crackel Jr., St. Louis – St. Louis Section, Pat Sledge, Baldwin –St. Louis Section, Daniel Finch, Rolla – 
Sullivan Section, Stephen Copeland, Mansfield – West Plaines Section, Don Higinbotham, Aurora – Joplin 
Section. 

January 1976: 

1976 Calendar 
January 23-24 Outpost Commanders Retreat – Campgrounds 
April 2  Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting 
April 3  District Royal Rangers Staff Meeting 
June 4-5  Western Division Pow Wow – Knob Noster State Park 
June 11-12 Eastern Division Pow Wow – St. Francois State Park 
September 10-11 F.C.F. Fall Encampment – Near Kansas City 
May 27-30 National Training Camp, Marshfield 
July 27-31 National F.C.F. Rendezvous 
September 23-26 National Advanced Training Camp, Marshfield 
 

New Appointments 
The following men have recently been appointed to serve the Royal Rangers as Area Commanders: Rev. 
Arlie Strong – Joplin Section, Robert W. Kirkpatrick – Joplin Section, and Robert Fox – Van Buren 
Section. Randy Williams has been appointed to serve as the F.C.F. Assistant for the Northeast Division. 

Leaders’ Conference 
District Royal Rangers Leaders to Meet – District Royal Rangers leaders will gather in Springfield, 
Missouri in March 1976 for the annual national conferences and a special new Instructor Training Seminar. 
District Commanders will meet March 15-16 and the National Royal Rangers Aide-de-Camp Council will 
meet March 18-20. Plans and programs for the coming year will be prepared during the session. 

First Instructor Certification Seminar 
Sandwiched between the conferences, on March 17, a seminar will be conducted to prepare district leaders 
to instruct and qualify individuals within their district to teach Leadership Training Course at the local 
level. The training session, which is being offered this year for the first time, as a quality control measure 
intended to bring leadership training in the districts into conformity with national standards, according to 
Paul Stanek, National Royal Rangers Training Coordinator. “The certification program will be 
strengthened by this annual opportunity for advance training”, he said. 

February 1976: 

Dates to Remember 
April 2  Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting 
April 3  District Royal Rangers Advisory Committee Meeting 
May 27  National Training Camp, Marshfield 
June 4  Western Division Pow Wow – Knob Noster State Park 
June 11  Eastern Division Pow Wow – St. Francois State Park 
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September 11 F.C.F. Fall Encampment 

March 1976: 

Reflections on past events 
On November 22, 1975, The Springfield Section Royal Rangers entered a float in the Springfield Christmas 
Parade. The float was constructed to depict the Continental Army at Valley Forge – Christmas 1977. It 
featured a replica of a civil war cannon, a tower and a lean-to shed, made of logs. National Commander 
Johnnie Barnes, National Training Coordinator, Paul Stanek and District Commander Paul Feller, dressed 
in Continental and Frontier outfits and rode the float. In addition, several local Commanders rode the float 
dressed in F.C.F. buckskins. Area outposts marched behind the float carrying flags from the period of the 
Revolution and banners identifying their various outposts. The float took second place in the religious 
division, which brought the Section a check for $100. It was constructed on a Jeep and an 18-foot trailer 
wagon, by the men and boys of the local outposts over a period of two weeks. 

The Springfield Section Royal Rangers once again had a very successful Sports Day at Evangel College on 
January 17, 1976. National Commander Johnnie Barnes held a moving devotional service in the Chapel to 
start the day. The rest of the day was filled with various sports activities, such as basketball, Ping-Pong, 
races, Indian leg and arm wrestling, bowling, etc. for all ages from Buck-a-roos to A.S.T. Rangers. 
Trophies were given to the winners of the basketball tournaments, and all other event winners received 
ribbons during the Awards assembly at the end of the day. There were approximately 400 men and boys 
from Springfield and surrounding ares in attendance. Arrangements and plans for the day were made by 
Springfield Section Commander Jerry Millhouser, and the Area Commanders: Dan Bell, Robert Lyle, John 
Bass, and Joe Mezzacasa. 

Summer was drawing to a close. School was due to start and this particular day I had been reviewing the 
Royal Rangers activities for the summer. I recalled watching the boys respond to the altar call at the 
conclusion of Thursday and Friday nights Pow-Wow rallies – 82 of them. They seemed to respondso easily 
I wondered, “Did they really know what they were doing? Did they have an experience which would 
change them when they arrived home? Did they really meet God or did they respond because it was the 
next thing on the program? Oh Lord, If they haven’t met you, complete the work you started.” 

God must have heard my prayer for as I walked down the hall of W.I. Evans Hall that morning, someone 
called, “Brother Feller, I have something to tell you”. I will let Mrs. Aker tell you what she told me: 

“Oh my! One more night out and what do we do during his meeting? These thoughts did cross my mind 
when my 10-year old nephew cam to spend the summer with us and asked if he could attend the Royal 
Rangers on Thursday nights. 

But what an impact! A summer of being with boys with Christian influence and dedicated leaders who 
really care about each boy and his individual circumstances will count for his lifetime. 

In June he went to the District Pow-Wow at Fort Leonard Wood - a place that stuck in his mind each time 
he heard it mentioned – and though he came back a very tired, dirty little boy, he was not the same. Before, 
he would be upset at us for not letting him ride his bicycle with no reflectors after dark. Now it was 
different; He recited safety rules endlessly! He proceeded to set others straight when they did not obey the 
rules. He talked about their times of devotion which were foreign to his home. Church attendance became 
meaningful to him for the first time. During the entire summer he recited stories and illustrations told by the 
leaders at the camp. He respectfully called the leaders by name frequently in conversation. 

He’s gone back home now – no more Thursday night Royal Rangers meeting to fit into the schedule. But 
when the announcement is made in church each Sunday, we reflect over our summer experience. One little 
boy plus Royal Rangers program equals a life influenced for God.” – A Grateful Aunt 

Thank the Lord, Royal Rangers are receiving the kind of salvation which causes a change in their lives. I 
am looking forward to the Pow-Wow this summer, expecting God to meet us there and change some more 
lives. I hope you will join us. – Your District Royal Rangers Commander, Paul Feller 
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May 1976: 

Annual Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar 
The annual Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar was held in the District Office on April 3, 1976. Thirty-two 
men attended. Last year there were 20. A full day of instruction and information was enjoyed. Following 
the seminar a banquet was held at the Central Bible College cafeteria. Wives of the men were invited as 
special guest. A total of 49 were present. Reverend Stephen Walegir, Business Manager of the college was 
the speaker. Annual appointments were made by District Commander, Paul Feller. A number of qualifying 
personnel received awards. The following photos will give a pictorial report: “Paul Feller presents a 
challenge”, “Paul Feller explains a point”, “Officers were installed: Jerry Millhouser – Commander, 
Southwest Division; Danny Bell – Commander, Springfield Section; Bob Williams – Commander, St. 
Louis Area; Bob Fox – Commander, Van Buren Section.”, “Gold and Silver Cluster Awards were 
presented: Lorel Clark, Jerry Millhouser, Joe Stepp, Larry McDonald, Don Bixler, and Paul Feller.”, “Blue 
Cluster Awards were presented: Jim Compton, Danny Bell, Joe Mezzacassa, Bob Lyle, Melvin Brelsford, 
Bill Cerutti, Jerry Haines, Paul Feller.”, “Partial view of the banquet at which 49 persons were present.” 

June 1976: 

Special Awards Presented at District Council 
The pictures below show District Commander, Paul Feller, as he presented special recognition awards to 
District Superintendent N. Cleo Tapp and to Don Bixler. Brother Tapp was given the District Chaplain’s 
Award and Brother Bixler was given the Medal of Merit. Brother Tapp has encouraged the Royal Rangers 
program and has been faithful to attend the Pow-Wows. Brother Bixler has served the District in several 
official capacities and has contributed much to the District and National programs. 

Annual Ranger of the Year Awards – District Commander, Paul Feller, presented at District Council the 
annual Ranger of the Year Awards. Reading from left to right: Pioneer of the Year – Lindell Schreiber of 
Bethel Assembly in Springfield, Trailblazer of the Year – Jimmy Stoffer of First Assembly in Rolla, and 
Trail Ranger of the Year – Danny Bixler of Evangel Temple in Kansas City. 

July 1976: 

Pow-Wow Report 
Western Division – June 4-5 – Knob Noster State Park – A total of 423 men and boys attended. There were 
15 ministers present. Sixteen buses were used to transport the men, boys and equipment. Fifty-three boys 
stepped forward to give their lives to Christ. David Stepp was awarded a tent for his Pow-Wow patch 
design. 

Eastern Division – June 11-12 – St. Francois State Park – A total of 350 men and boys attended. There 
were 15 ministers present. Thirty-nine boys stepped forward to dedicate their lives to Christ. Lenny Waddel 
was awarded a sleeping bag for his Pow-Wow patch design. 

Pictures show the Archery Class and Slingshot Class. 

Awards:    Camping   Powwow 
Eastern:  First Place Friendship (OP#118)  Bethel, St. Louis (OP#99) 

 Second Place Revival Tabernacle (OP#101) Grace, St. Louis (OP#54) 
Third Place Patterson (OP#12)  Valley Park (OP#61) 

 
Western: First Place Grandview (OP#39)  Bethel, Spfd. (OP#1) 

 Second Place Eagle Heights, Spfd (OP#50) Northside, Spfd. (OP#57) 
Third Place Elwood (OP#43)   Stony Point (OP#176) 

 
Twenty-eight were initiated into F.C.F. in the Western Division and fourteen in the Eastern Division. 
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August 1976: 

Picture from Marshall First A/G of Royal Rangers Group 
 

September 1976: 

Van Buren Sectional Pow-Wow 
The Van Buren Section, under the leadership of Commander Bob Fox, held a Pow-Wow August 6 and 7. 
The enrollment included 66 boys and 29 men, making a total of 95. This is the first section-wide Pow-Wow 
for this area. 

The guest speaker was Don Franklin. Twenty-two boys gave their hearts to Jesus Christ. The Presbyter, 
Ross Marshall, attended and participated. Commander Bob Fox has attended N.T.C. and ANTC and is 
doing a good job. 

FCF Encampment 
The annual F.C.F. Encampment, Daniel Boone Chapter, will be held at Missouri Town, near Kansas City, 
September 10 and 11, 1976. 

October 1976: 

FCF Annual Outing Report 
FCF – On September 10-11 the Southern Missouri Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity met in 
Missouri Town for their Fall Encampment. Fifty-seven registered for the event. 

Contest were held in frontier skills such as knife throwing, tomahawk throwing, log rolling, and many 
others. 

The setting for the Encampment was Missouri Town, an 1855 town restored and made as authentic as 
possible with blacksmith shops, a church, small stores, homes and their small gardens and animals. 
Everyone had an enjoyable time in the contest, touring the town and visiting friends. 

Ozark Empire Fair Display  
In August the Southwest Divisional Royal Rangers of the Southern Missouri District were privileged to 
have a booth in the Indian Heritage Hall at the Ozark Empire Fair, involving churches from the Springfield, 
Joplin and West Plaines Sections. There was great opportunity for witnessing and distributing of literature 
about the Royal Rangers program. During the ten days of the fair many exhibitors visited the booth, several 
boys received ribbons for entries, and much attention was drawn to Royal Rangers through local radio 
stations. Don Siedhoff of Springfield designed and presented a beautifully cut, stained glass Royal Rangers 
Emblem to Jerry Millhouser, Southwest Divisional Commander. In all, the booth was a great success!! 
Many boys were introduced into the Royal Rangers program and several were brought into outposts 
throughout the Division. 

January 1977: 

Article by Paul Feller – District Commander 
Hello there! I want to talk to you about the Royal Rangers ministry. I know I am blessed, but I feel this has 
been developed by seeing what has been accomplished through Royal Rangers. 

First, Royal Rangers is reaching boys for Christ. Throughout the past year, commanders have told me how 
God has enabled them to reach unsaved boys. Two commanders reported six boys led to the Lord; another 
reported he had been able to lead eleven boys to Christ. Other reports varied from one to eleven boys led to 
the Lord. Most of the boys had not been attending church. 

Second, Royal Rangers is opening doors to families through the boys. “ I have something I want to share 
with you”, was the opening statement of a commander in a Sectional Royal rangers Leader’s meeting. The 
way he said it, the look on his face, his entire attitude spoke of excitement. He then told the story of a boy 
from an unchurched family who was invited to a Royal Rangers meeting. He liked it so much, he became a 
regular member. His interest grew and he became involved in other church activities and soon accepted 
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Christ as his personal Saviour. During this time he worked on his family: father, mother and sister. They 
started attending church and the Lord won their hearts. This newly saved family has now influenced their 
neighbors to come to church and are praying for their salvation. 

Third, Royal Rangers is helping boys grow in Christ. I have met many young men on the campus of Central 
Bible College who were Royal Rangers, and made a small survey. I asked each former Royal ranger that I 
net id the program had influenced his decision to prepare for the ministry. Almost every one of them said it 
had played a very important part. About one-third said they were saved as a direct result of Royal Rangers. 

Thank you for letting me share with you; now I would lie to ask you a few questions. Do you have a Royal 
Rangers outpost in your church? Are you using it to its maximum potential? If you are not, can you afford 
not to? Goodbye for now, and may God continue to bless you. 

If you would like information concerning Royal Rangers just write Paul F. Feller, District Office, 1400 
North Campbell, Springfield, Missouri 65802 

March 1977: 

District Staff List 
District Chaplain – Rev. N. Cleo Tapp 
Executive Director – Rev. James E. Griggs 
District Commander – Rev. Paul F. Feller 
Northwest Division Commander – Don Bixler 
Clinton Section Commander – Rev. Wilford M. David 
Kansas City Section Commander – Don Ray 
Sedalia Section Commander – Rev. Clarence G. Rose 
Northeast Division Commander – Lorel Clark 
Sullivan Section Commander – None 
St. Louis Section Commander – None  
Flat River Section Commander – Gerald W. Little 
Southeast Division Commander/Van Buren Section Commander – Robert Fox 
Cape Girardeau Section Commander – None  
Kennett Section Commander – None 
Southwest Division Commander – Jerry Millhouser 
West Plaines Section Commander – Joe Stepp 
Springfield Section Commander – Dab Bell 
Joplin Section Commander – Larry McDonald 
 

May 1977: 

Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar Report 
The Annual Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar was held on April 2, 1977 with thirty-one men present. A 
full day of instruction, information, and planning for the coming year was enjoyed. Concluding the seminar 
was a banquet held at Central Bible College cafeteria with the wives of the men attending as special guests, 
making a total of 51 present. The Reverend Johnnie Barnes was the special speaker. His wife, Sister Barnes 
gave a testimony and their daughter Anita, challenged the group with a vocal solo. Pictures are shown of 
the event which include: (1) View of 31 men present. (2) Box Fox and (3) J. Stepp earn the Gold Cluster 
Awards for Sectional Commanders. (4) L-R D. Finch, R. Henderson, C. Crackel, D. Higinbotham, B. 
Roskowski, P. Sledge, R. Kirkpatrick earn Blue Cluster Award for 1st year. (5) R. Lyle and M. Brelsford 
earn Blue Cluster Awards for the 2nd year. (6) W. Cerutti and J. Haynes earn Blue Cluster Award for Area 
Commander for 3rd year. (7) Silver Cluster Awards to L. Clark – 2nd year and D. Bixler – 3rd year and J. 
Millhouser – 1st year for Divisional Commanders. 

June 1977: 

Pow Wow Flyer 
Location: Fort Leonard Wood 
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Date: June 9-11, 1977 

Speaker: Fred Deaver, National FCF President 

Cost: $2.00 if pre-registering, $2.50 if registered at the Pow Wow 

July 1977: 

Ranger of the Year 
Each year a Pioneer, Trailblazer and Trail Ranger are selected and named “Ranger of the Year”. To be 
named “Ranger of the Year” the boy must compete in his church, area, section, division, and then District. 

The 1976 Rangers of the Year are pictured. They were recognized and presented trophies at the District 
Council in April. They are (from left to right): Lyndel Schreiber, Pioneer from Bethel Assembly in 
Springfield, Mark Wiles, Trailblazer from First Assembly in Aurora, and Homer Smith Jr., Trail Ranger 
from Bethel Assembly in St. Louis. District Commander Paul Fell presented the awards. 

Van Buren Assembly of God Report 
Reverend Ross Marshall, Presbyter of the Van Buren Section and Pastor of the Van Buren Assembly, is 
excited and proud of his one-year old Royal Rangers outpost. An expression of appreciation was noted in 
the Van Buren Assembly of God Bulletin: “We wish to thank you, the leaders, and the church for 
sponsoring the Royal Rangers. We know how much it has meant to Kenny and other boys of this area. We 
could see the enthusiasm when we visited the Sectional Pinewood Race. We wish to contribute to your 
parsonage fund (a gift of $100) for our appreciation of what you have done for the Royal Rangers.” Mr. 
And Mrs. Robert Squibb, a Baptist family whose son attends the Royal Rangers at Van Buren Assembly of 
God. 

August 1977: 

Pow-Wow Report 
This was the year for the District-wide Pow-Wow. At the invitation of Major General Richard Harris, 
Commander, Ft. Leonard Wood, the annual event was held at the group camping area of the Fort. The U.S. 
Army personnel went out of their way to meet the needs of the camp. A tank truck supplied water at least 
twice a day, garbage and trash pickup was daily, and sanitary facilities were provided. Chaplain Goodwin 
and Chaplain Moore visited the Pow-Wow. Lt. Col. Mann Deputy Personnel Officer spoke to the men and 
boys at the night assembly. Our thanks and appreciation is expressed for this wonderful spirit of 
cooperation. 

A total of 551 attended the outing. Fred “Hawkeye” Deaver was the guest speaker. Over 100 boys 
responded to his message. Camping Awards were presented to: 

The Pow-Wow patch design was submitted by Doug Woods, Patterson Full Gospel Assembly of God. The 
three-day event closed with rejoicing and thanks to God for His blessings. District Commander Paul Feller 
directed the camp. A fine staff of dedicated men assisted him. District Superintendent N. Cleo Tapp 
brought devotions on Saturday morning. 

October 1977: 

FCF Fall Campout Report 
The Southern Missouri District F.C.F. (Frontiersman Camping Fraternity) members held their Annual Fall 
Campout September 9-10, The setting was a field northwest of Mt. Vernon. The small stream flowing past 
the campsite, along the wooded areas added to the flavor of the frontier days. 

The Friday night meal was one long to be remembered. What a meal!!! Elk, deer, rabbit, trout, and turkey, 
served with a tossed green salad, baked potatoes, corn on the cob, baked beans, and dressing topped off 
with chocolate cake and cherry fried pies satisfied everyone’s appetite, although you could never know it 
by the way the french toast, sausage and fried potatoes disappeared the next morning at breakfast. 

Friday night a special ceremony was held for the four who had completed the requirements for the 
Buckskin ranking in the F.C.F. Saturday was a full day of learning new skills and testing skills already 
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known. Competition was held in black powder shooting, fire starting with flint and steel, archery, knife 
throwing, “hawk” throwing, and best frontiers outfit. 

Behind all of the fun and enjoyment were boys and men with a burden to help others learn of Jesus Christ. 
The highlight came on Friday night when the 68 boys and men present gave $54.60 and pledged $150 more 
to help Royal Rangers in South America. 

Picture from left to right – The planning committee is Jerry Haines, Paul Feller, and Lorel Clark. Lower 
right black powder shooting are Jerry Haines, Jim Ragan and Rich Rapaglia. 

January 1978: 

Calendar of Events 
F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting – February 

National Men’s Director Conference – February 23-25 

Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting – March 31 

Royal Rangers Advisory Committee Meeting – April 1 

Western Division Pow-Wow – June 2-3 

Eastern Division Pow-Wow – June 9-10 

Royal Rangers Day at Silver Dollar City – August 26 

National Camporama – July 25-28 

F.C.F. Fall Encampment – September 8-9 

February 1978: 

Spotlighting Royal Rangers 
Throughout the year we try to give emphasis to the various areas of the Men’s Ministries. This month I an 
happy to present District Commander, Paul Feller, and the Royal Rangers. The following is taken from his 
recent letter to the District Staff. 

“1978 is here! I am anxious to see how close we came to our 20% growth we have worked toward all year. 
As I think back over 1977 I realize that it has been a good year. God has blessed the ministry of the 
Southern Missouri District. 

It is now time for the evaluation sheets to be returned for the Royal Ranger of the Year. Evaluation sheet 
have been mailed to all commanders. All commanders should submit candidates. After Area Commanders 
have made their selection of the area Rangers of the Year these forms will be given to the Sectional 
Commanders. They will then go to the Divisional Commander and on to me. 

The District Royal Ranger of the Year will be chosen from the Divisional Rangers of the Year. Special 
recognition will be given at the District Council on Wednesday, April 26, 1978. District Council will be 
held in St. Louis, at Trinity Tabernacle, 11950 Mark Twain Lane, Bridgeton Missouri. Specific information 
will be sent to all selected for this special award. 

During 1977 more than 200 boys were enrolled in Royal Rangers. It is estimated that over 130 boys were 
saved. Recently two new staff members have been added to the staff: Joe Moses, Nixa, Missouri and Dallas 
Conway, Springfield, Missouri.” 

Commander Feller is available for the ministry to sections, churches, campouts, pastors and outposts. He 
may be contacted at: 601 Williams, Springfield, MO 65803, or phone (417) 833-3380. 

Our thanks to Brother Feller and his fine staff for the excellent job they are doing. Men’s Ministries are 
moving forward with Royal Rangers. 
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May 1978: 

Annual Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar Report 
The Annual Royal Rangers Leadership Seminar was held in Springfield, April 1, 1978. The sessions were 
well attended, and closed with a dinner for the men and their wives. 

At the dinner a surprise love offering was received for District Commander, Paul Feller, to purchase a 
Dake’s Reference Bible. The photo above shows District Executive Director, James E. Griggs, presenting 
the Bible to Commander Feller. 

Awards – Blue Cluster First Year – Paul Harrill, Jerry Koch, Bernard Allen, Arthur Gorsuch, Raymond 
Rollins; Second Year – Don Higinbotham, Robert Kirkpatrick, Ron Henderson, Pat Sledge; Third Year – 
Robert Lyle; Fourth Year – William Cerutti. Gold Clusters – First Year – Carl R. Crackel; Second Year – 
Dan Bell; Third Year – Joe Stepp; and Fourth Year – Larry McDonald. Silver Clusters – First Year _ 
Robert Fox, Second Year – Jerry Millhouser; Third Year – Lorel Clark; and Fourth Year – Don Bixler. 

Pow-Wow Dates are set – Western Division – June 2-3, 1978 – Near Pierce City, Missouri; Eastern 
Division – June 9-10, 1978 – Washington State Park, near Potosi Missouri. 

June 1978: 

District Council Highlights, District Rangers of the Year 
Brad Shed – Pioneer – Central, Springfield 
Gary Robert – Trailblazer – Grandview 
Tim Andrews – Trail Ranger – Northside, Springfield 

District Commander Paul Feller tells how Royal Rangers, reaches, teaches and keeps boys for Christ. 

July 1978: 

Pow-Wow Reports 
The 1978 Pow-Wows began with an excellent response at the Western Division. A new location was 
obtained on a farm near Pierce City, Missouri. Extensive efforts were made to prepare the property for the 
406 men and boys who attended. The came by cars, station wagons, campers and seventeen buses. 
Appreciation is expressed to Mrs. Robert Sheets and her son, Mr. Mike Sheets for the use of their property. 
A total of 29 churches were represented. Twelve young men came forward to dedicate their lives to Christ. 

In the Eastern Division a new location was also obtained. The Pow-Wow was held at the Washington State 
Park, which is located near Desoto Missouri. The facilities were lovely and provided an excellent setting 
for a successful Pow-Wow. There were 291 registered plus a number of visitors which brought the total 
number present to over 300. 

Awards:    Camping   Powwow 
Eastern:  First Place Washington Park (OP#27)  Bethel, STL (OP#99) 
  Second Place Sikeston (OP#37)   Patterson (OP#12) 

 Third Place First, Rolla (OP#132)  Friendship, STL (OP#118) 
 
Western: First Place Northside, Spfd. (OP#57)  Monett (OP#137) 
  Second Place Pleasant Hope (OP#146)  Bolivar (OP#107) 

 Third Place Blenheim, KC (OP#81)  Westport, Spfd (OP#159) 
 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
District Commander Paul Feller reports that an unusual number of boys have received this award thus far in 
1978. Those earning this notable award are Jonathan Trower, Bethel, Springfield; Tim Andrews, Northside, 
Springfdield; Michael Wallace, Monett; Steve Higinbotham, Ricky Carlise and Mark Wiles, Aurora; and 
Douglas Woods, Patterson. In the photo Commander Feller has presented Douglas Woods with his 
certificate. His mother, Mrs. Mary Woods has just pinned the medal on her son. 
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August 1978: 

A Good Report 
District Commander Paul Feller reports the 1978 is headed for a banner year for Royal Rangers in the 
Southern Missouri District. Seven churches have chartered Royal Rangers for the first time since the first of 
the year. Enrollment shows a 10% increase over the same period for 1977. If this trend continues until the 
end of the year, almost 1700 men and boys will be chartered by the end of the year. This will be a new 
record for Southern Missouri. The purpose of Royal Rangers is to reach, teach and keep boys for Christ. 

 Camporama 
A total of 37 men and boys were scheduled to leave for the National Camporama from Southern Missouri. 
A number of men and boys were serving on the national staff, and a number of boys were serving on the 
service patrol. So, the Southern Missouri men and boys were to be well represented at that second National 
event. This year the Camporama is being held in Idaho. The first on was held in Colorado. 

Silver Dollar City 
August 26 will soon be here. This is the date of Royal Rangers Day at Silver Dollar City. The tickets are 
now available. Contact should be made with the Divisional Commander. The selling price is $6.95 for 
adults  (12 and over) and $5.95 for children (6-11). Children under 5 are admitted free. These prices are 
$1.00 off the regular price. Please note that these rates are not available at the gate; so, tickets will need to 
be purchased through the Divisional Commanders. If a person buys a ticket and is unable to attend on this 
date, he may use the ticket at a later date. Uniforms should be worn. Missionettes, husbands, wives, and 
families are invited to take advantage of this special day when families can have an outing together. 

Southeast Division is Growing 
Divisional Commander Bob Fox reports that the Lord is blessing the Royal Rangers in the Southeast 
Division. Recently 20 hours of class sessions were conducted in Dexter. Twenty Multi-media First Aid 
Instructors and 31 Basic First Aid Instructors completed the Course. Both Royal Rangers and Missionettes 
Leaders attended. (Photo #1) 

Photograph #2 is of four graduates of the Leadership Training Course, which was conducted at Morehouse: 
Commander Rick Williams, Pastor Roy McAnulty, Sr. Commander Ray Clark, and Councilman Roy 
Williams. 

October 1978: 

F.C.F. Annual Encampment Report 
The Annual Encampment of the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity was held a 
the historic Daniel Boone home. The home is located near Defiance, Missouri. Excellent planning by the 
officers of the Northeast Area made the encampment most enjoyable. 

Officers elected were Jerry Haines, President; Bob Fox, Scribe; and Greg Allen, Scout. Jerry and Bob, who 
had been doing a great job serving the chapter, were re-elected by acclamation. Greg is a new officer. He is 
the son of Bernard Allen who has been involved in Royal Rangers for many years. Greg attends Bethel 
Temple, St. Louis, where he is an active member. Dan Bixler who had served as District Scout was not 
eligible due to the age limit. 

Other District officers appointed were: Vice President, Bob Roskowske, Northeast Are; Northwest Area, 
Jim Ragan; Assistant Scout, Southeast Area, Mark Wiles; Assistant Scout, Southeast Area, Jack Woods. 

The Daniel Boone Chapter has initiated a missionary program choosing a project each year. In 1977 the 
project was aid to Royal Rangers groups in South America. $138 was given to this project. The project for 
1978 is the American Indian Bible Institute in Phoenix, Arizona. A total of $475 was committed in cash 
and pledges for the work. 

A total of 61 men and boys attended. Winners in the competition were: 
  Young Bucks  Old Timers 
Skins  Kevin Haggett  Carl Crackel 
Flint and Steel Frank Barnes, Jr.  Dan Finch 
Hawk Throw Dennis Mace  Randy Gadd 
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Black Powder Gail Palmer  Frank Barnes Sr. 
Knife Throw Darrell Franklin  Steve Wilson 

November 1978: 

Dates to Remember 
December 1, 1978 – Pow-Wow Patch Design contest ends 
December 8, 1978 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee 
January 1, 1979 – Ranger of the Year sheets due 
April 6, 1979 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee 
April 7, 1979 – Royal Rangers Advisory Committee 
May 1, 1979 – F.C.F. Applications Due 
June 7-9, 1979 – Pow-Wow 
August 25, 1979 – Royal Rangers Day 
October 5, 1979 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee 

January 1979: 

Calendar 
January 12, 1979 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee  
February 9, 1979 – F.C.F. Executive Committee 
March 30, 1979 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee 
March 31, 1979 – Royal Rangers Advisory Committee 
June 7-9, 1979 – Pow-Wow 
August 25, 1979 – District Royal Rangers Family Outing 
September 7-8 – F.C.F. Encampment 
September 18, 1979 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee 

February 1979: 

“Boys” by Paul Feller, District Royal Rangers Commander 
What are boys? Boys have been described in many different ways. Older brothers call them pals, or pest; 
mothers call them little darlings; older women – little demons. Some call them perpetual motion or a 
bundle of curiosity. Young girls think they’re horrible; teen-age girls think they are wonderful. Their dads 
are aggravated one moment and proud the next. 

Where do you find them? Outdoors mostly, in, under or around almost anything. At time they seem to 
come out of the knotholes and cracks. There are times when you believe the rhyme, “What are boys made 
of – snips and snails and puppy dog tails”. Their actions tell you it is so. Then about the time you are 
convinced, they pull something that swings you to thinking, maybe they are made of “sugar and spice and 
everything nice”. 

Yet, that exasperating bundle of energy has within it an everlasting soul. How do you reach that soul for 
God? 

One of the main ingredients of a boy’s life is action, his love for excitement. Another closely related word 
is adventure. At times he will forget his favorite hobby to become involved in an adventure. 

Boys want to learn – not book-knowledge, but learning by doing. Learning that has a challenge to it; 
learning they will be able to show and demonstrate; learning that gives a sense of accomplishment. 

Boys need to belong to something. A school club, team, church, whatever. A great need of boys, as of 
everyone, is the need for someone or something to worship. This need is best met when a boy accepts 
Christ as his Saviour. 

Wow! What does one do with boys? You don’t dare to ignore them and hope the problem will go away – 
because “they” will. Remember, without boys you will not have men. What you should do is provide an 
opportunity for boys to become Royal Rangers. You see, the Ranger program is designed to meet all the 
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needs we have mentioned. The primary goal in the Royal Rangers ministry is to reach, teach and keep boys 
for Christ. 

Let’s take a quick look at Royal Rangers. First, our advancement program is designed to develop the boy 
physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. Making each new rank gives the a boy a sense of 
accomplishment. Adventure and excitement comes with camping, hiking and field expeditions and other 
activities. The whole program gives plenty of activity. About the only limitations are time and imagination. 

Earlier we mentioned the tem Royal Rangers Ministry. Royal Rangers is a ministry. Over the years whole 
families have been won to the Lord and been filled with the Holy Spirit because Royal Rangers had 
reached a boy. Sunday School classrooms for Juniors have been outgrown. Today there are many boys in 
Bible School preparing for ministry because Royal Rangers were able to reach them for God. 

The “darling troublemakers” in your community have an eternity ahead of them. Where will they spend it? 
Royal Rangers can be the means to direct them to Christ. 

May 1979: 

Powwow Announcement and District Council Report 
Turn back the pages of time by visiting the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity Village. Watch “Buckskin” 
clad frontiersmen demonstrate the skills of frontier days. There will be tomahawks and flintlock rifles on 
display. Oh, yes! Some of the frontiersmen will be living in teepees. 

Say! Don’t you dare miss the fun and excitement! Run the obstacle course if you think you are man 
enough. Do you think you can earn 20 beads? Then try your hand at the Royal Rangers skills, compete in 
sports skills and check you Bible knowledge. Don’t forget the council fires. I can feel the excitement of the 
council fires just thinking of what will take place. 

June 7-8, 1979 – Location Ft. Leonard Wood near Waynesville, Missouri. Enter the army base through the 
main gate off I-44. Ask directions to the Big Piney Camp Grounds. 

Camp Evangelist: Rev. Gene Putman, St. Louis Sectional Presbyter. 

At District Council, Commander Paul Feller, District Commander, presented District Ranger of the Year 
Awards to Eddie Lotts, Aurora – Pioneer; Scott Howard, Park Crest – Trailblazer; Marty Smith, Aurora – 
Trail Ranger. 

June 1979: 

Rangers of the Year 
Pioneer of the Year – Eddie Lotts – Eddie attends First Assembly in Aurora, and his pastor is Brother 
Virgil Conger. He is nine years old and goes to Aurora School. He enjoys reading. Eddie was saved in 1971 
and later baptized in water and filled with the Holy Spirit. He works with puppets and has 12 of them, with 
a different voice for each one. He uses his puppets in Children’s Church. Eddie Lotts earned the highest 
rank in Buck-a-roos and since becoming Pioneer age, he has completed the requirements for Recruit, 
Second Class and 1st Class Ranks. He has almost completed the requirements for the Advanced Rank in 
Pioneers. He serves in his outpost as Guide. 

Trailblazer of the Year – Scott Howard – Scott attends Park Crest Assembly in Springfield, and his pastor 
is Brother Clare Rose. He is 14 years old and is active in the outdoors, and likes to fish, camp, go canoeing 
and play golf. He plays football and wrestles for his school and maintains a B+ average in his grades. He is 
active in his church, working as a helper in Children’s Church and serving in the Bus Ministry. In Royal 
Rangers ha has earned his advanced rating in Trailblazers and is on his way to earning the top rating as 
Master. He served as Patrol Guide, and is currently serving as Senior Guide. 

Ranger of the Year – Marty Smith – Marty attends First Assembly in Aurora, and his pastor is Brother 
Virgil Conger. He is 15 years old and is a student of Aurora High School. He works up to 36 hours a week. 
He plays center on his school basketball team and is also a member of the track team. Marty is active in 
church, ushering and witnessing. He has led others to Christ. Throughout his Royal Rangers career, ha has 
been an achiever. He has served as Assistant Guide, Guide and Senior Guide. He completed the highest 



40 

ranks in Pioneers, Trailblazers, and TrailRangers and has completed the requirements for the Gold Medal 
of Achievement, which will be presented to him on May 1, 1979. 

July 1979: 

Pow-Wow Report 
This year the annual Pow-Wow was held at Ft. Leonard Wood. This makes the third time that the Pow-
Wow has been held there. The kindness and assistance given by the Military is greatly appreciated. 
Chaplain Billy M. Goodwin, an Assemblies of God Chaplain assigned to the base, brought devotions to the 
men and boys. 

52 men and boys attended this special occasion – 139 men and 423 boys. The Reverend Gene Putnam, 
pastor in St. Louis, and Presbyter of the St. Louis Section, was the Pow-Wow Evangelist. It was an exciting 
time when between 90 and 100 boys stepped forward to give their lives to Christ at the first rally. The next 
night the emphasis was on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and it was estimated that some 50-60 came 
forward. 

A full schedule filled the time from the first arrivals to the last minute of the awards and recognition 
presentations. Testing and instruction was given in many skills and crafts. 

The final moments were filled with excitement as each outpost awaits the announcement of the awards. 
First Place award went to Bethel, St. Louis, Second Place was awarded to Patterson, and Third Place was 
awarded to Monett. 

There are 12 sections in the Southern Missouri District and all but one were represented. Top attendance 
came from the Northeast Division with 182 and the Southwest Division with 175. In the minds of some this 
was considered to be the best Pow-Wow ever held. This was based on attendance, cooperation of men and 
boys, the number of older boys attending, and the spiritual results. 

The District Royal Ranger Committee will be meeting in the fall and the plans for 1980 will be announced 
then. 

Coming Event: 
Flat River Section Royal Rangers Family Picnic – July 21 
Springfield Section Royal Rangers Family Picnic – July 22 
Southwest Division Pow-Wow (Silva, Mo.) – August 2-4 
District Royal Rangers Day – August 25 
District F.C.F. Annual Fall Encampment – September 21-22 

Leaders Medals of Achievement 
Jackson, Mo – 10 men received the Leader’s Medal of Achievement for completing all 4 sections of the 
Leader’s Training Course, including Pastor Herbert Bruhn. 

Lutesville, Mo – 4 men received the Leader’s Medal of Achievement, including Pastor Jim Davis. 

Scott City, Mo – Paul Feller and Pastor Glen Leach at the approximately $200,000.00 Gym-Fellowship 
Hall and Royal Rangers facility built by the church. 

E.P. Receives Award 
To most he is known as E.P. Wright. Actually he is Richard E. In an impressive ceremony Brother Wright, 
as he prefers to be called, was presented the Royal Rangers Outstanding Service Award. The Award was 
presented by District Commander Paul Feller for Brother Wright’s contributions to the Southern Missouri 
District Royal Rangers ministry. 

August 1979: 

First National Men’s Convention 
The National Royal Rangers Council will begin its meeting on June 10, 1980 
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October 1979: 

F.C.F. Fall Trace Report 
69 Men and Boys – Ol’ Timers and Young Bucks gathered at La Bente Park near Independence, Missouri 
for the annual F.C.F. Trace. 

The Frontiersmen gathered Friday night, September 21st for the annual feed which was supplied by the 
Kansas City area personnel. The event was held on the bank of the beautiful Missouri River, and with a 
clear, cool evening with millions of stars out it was a delightful setting. Saturday was a time of competition. 
Winners included the following: 

   Young Bucks  Old Timers 
Skins   Gary Roberts  Carl Crackel 
Flint and Steel  Tim Willis  Ed Willis 
Hawk Throw  Howard Cox  Dan Cotterman 
Black Powder  Ken Cash  Carl Crackel 
Knife Throw  Tim Willis  Gary Thomas 

Mr. Frontiersman  Gary Roberts  Ed Willis 

Six men and boys were advanced to Buckskin: James HcHaffie (Parson), Ed Willis (White Buffalo), Daniel 
Woods (Little Eagle), Bill Hill (Horsemeat), Ray Rollins (Red Horse), and Gary Roberts (Badger). Much 
appreciation was expressed for the nice prizes awarded this year. A picture has been promised for a later 
edition of the Messenger. 

61 men and boys attended the 1978 Fall Trace. Many Frontiersmen like the later date for the event, but 
some young bucks may not have been able to attend due to school activities. The 1980 Trace will beheld in 
the Southwest area. 
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THE 1980S 

January 1980: 

Calendar of Events 
January 1 – Evaluation sheets due for Ranger of the Year 
February 8 – FCF Executive Committee Meeting 
March 28 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting 
March 29 – Royal Rangers Advisory Committee Meeting 
April 23 – Men’s Ministries at District Council 
June 6-7 – Western Division Pow-Wow 
June 13-14 – Eastern Division Pow-Wow 

March 1980: 

Calendar Repeat 
March 28 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting 
March 29 – Royal Rangers Advisory Committee Meeting 
April 23 – Men’s Ministries at District Council 
June 6-7 – Western Division Pow-Wow 

May 1980: 

Royal Rangers of the Year 
Royal Ranger of the Year were presented to three Rangers at the recent 66th Annual District Council which 
was held at Calvary Temple, Springfield, Missouri. 

The photo shows District Commander, Paul Feller, who presented the awards to: (l to  r) Pioneer Tony 
Hitchcock, Bolivar; Trailblazer Donnie Blanton, Central Assembly, Springfield; and Trail Ranger Mark 
Wiles, Aurora. Each of the young men has excelled in leadership in the local church as well as being active 
in the Ranger program. 

June 1980: 

Pow-Wow Dates and Locations 
Western Division – Lake Pomme de Terre State Park, Hermitage, Missouri 
Eastern Division – Washington State Park, Potosi, Missouri 

July 1980: 

Rev. William Nelson Sachs become new District Superintendent 

Pow-Wow Reports 
This year, two Divisional Pow-Wows were held. A new location was obtained for the Western Division. 
The Pomme de Terre State Park, which is located near Hermitage, Missouri, proved to be an excellent 
location. Setting a new all-time high in attendance, 407 men and boys registered. The guest speakers were: 
Reverend Bill Baker, Evangelist; and Superintendent Wm. Nelson Sachs, Devotions. Brother Sachs also 
serves as District Chaplain for the Royal Rangers. An offering was received to purchase him a uniform. 

The Eastern Division was held at Washington State Park, which is between Desoto and Potosi, Missouri. 
401 men and boys registered.  This also is an all-time high in attendance. In 1979 there was only one 
District-wide Pow-Wow with attendance of 562. Reverend Hubert Surratt was the Evangelist and 
Superintendent Wm. Nelson Sachs brought devotions. An offering was received to purchase Brother Sachs 
a Royal Rangers leaders hat and other insignia. 

Groups receiving Pow-Wow Awards were: 
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Eastern:  First Place Bethel, St. Louis (OP#99) 
  Second Place Trinity, St. Louis (OP#53) 

 Third Place Patterson (OP#12) 
 
Western: First Place Bolivar (OP#107) 
  Second Place Pleasant Hope (OP#146) 

 Third Place Marionville (OP#150) 
 

Pictures show Bethel Assembly, New District Superintendent/Chaplain Sachs in new uniform flanked by 
Executive Director, James E. Griggs and District Commander, Paul Feller, and F.C.F. Campsite. 43 were 
initiated into F.C.F. 

November 1980: 

Men’s Ministries Calendar 1981 
February 7 – FCF Executive Committee Meeting 
March 27 – Royal Rangers Executive Committee Meeting 
March 28 – Royal Rangers Advisory Committee Meeting 
April 22 – Men’s Ministries at District Council 
June 5-6 – Western Division Pow-Wow 
June 12-13 – Eastern Division Pow-Wow 
August 22 – Annual Family Outing 
 

May 1981: 

District Commander’s Report 
Recently the District Royal Ranger Advisory Committee met in the Faculty Lounge of Central Bible 
College for their annual meeting. Forty three staff members were present 

Paul Feller, District Commander, gave his annual report which reveled God’s continued blessing upon the 
District Ranger program. Several new highs were reached during the year: A total of 3,700 men and boys 
are involved in Rangers. The total Pow-Wow attendance reached 815. The combined attendance at the two 
family day outings reached 1350. The reports indicated that 280 were saved and 100 filled with the Holy 
Spirit during the year. 
“The success of the Royal Rangers program is the result of a dedicated staff”, Commander Feller stated. 
Fifty-six men traveled 105,000 miles, made over 3,000 phone calls, wrote 622 letters, and sent out 44 bulk 
mailings. The training courses were taught with 90 men completing the training. 

Paul Feller, District Commander’s Resignation 
As the day of activities came to a close, Paul Feller announced his resignation. He stated, “Having earnestly 
sought God’s will, I feel it is God’s time for me to resign.” James E. Griggs, Executive Director, responded 
by expressing appreciation to Paul for his years of dedicated service to the men and boys of the District. 
Brother Feller had served a total of 16 years: Eight years as a member of the Executive Committee, and 
eight years as District Commander. Excellent growth was experienced during this time. 

The day’s activities concluded with a banquet. Staff members were joined by their wives for an evening of 
fun, fellowship and recognition. Guest speaker for the occasion was Reverend Maurice Lednicky, president 
of Central Bible College. 

Awards were presented to the following men: Blue Cluster – James, Beeler, Stanley Garoutte, William Hill, 
Eldon Logan, Robert Root, Max Towler, James Batten, Ronald Helm, Time Andrews, Jerry Koch and Art 
Gorsuch. The Gold Cluster Award was presented to Don Higinbotham, Reverend James McHaffie, Wayne 
Medley, Bob Ballard, William Cerutti, Paul Harrill and Carl Crackel, Jr. Silver Cluster Awards were 
presented to Robert Fox, Jerry Millhouser, Lorel Clark, and Bon Bixler. Jim Compton was awarded the 
Outstanding Service Medal for his work as District Aide-de-Camp. 
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June 1981: 

Introducing the New Commander – Jim Compton 
In keeping with the usual and constitutional procedure, names of qualified men were presented to the 
District Presbytery for an appointment of the new District Royal Rangers Commander. Five men were 
considered. We are thankful that there were these options. God has blessed the District Royal Rangers 
program with excellent leadership. Brother Paul Feller led the program with great success. 

However, when one leader steps aside, God always has another to step into position. It takes a man of 
unique background, training, God-given leadership qualities and understanding. Such a man is Jim 
Compton. Commander Compton comes to the leadership of the District Royal Rangers with sterling 
qualities and excellent credentials. Some are listed here: 

Brother Compton first became involved in Royal Rangers in 1965 while he was attending Suburban A/G, 
Downers Grove, Illinois where he served as Lt. Commander and Commander of the Outpost. Since that 
time he has continued his involvement: 

Training: National Training Camp, Leadership Training Course, Standard First Aid, First Aid Instructor, 
LTC Certified Instructor, Advanced National Training Camp, National Training Trails, Advanced First 
Aid, National Rifle Instructor, LTC Instructor Trainer, Outpost Lt. Commander, Outpost Councilman, 
District Aide-de-Camp, District Commander Northern Missouri (for 3 years), Regional Training 
Coordinator (for the Gulf Region), Outpost Commander, Area Commander, F.C.F. Scribe (Daniel Boone 
Chapter) 

Awards: Leader’s Medal of Achievement, Blue Cluster Award, Outstanding Service Award, Outpost 
Commander’s Award, Silver Eagle Award (2 years). 

Royal Rangers is not the only area that Jim is involved in. He has served as deacon, Sunday school 
superintendent, Sunday school teacher and Men’s Ministries leader. 

In addition to his church and Royal Rangers background, Brother Compton has a rich military and 
executive background. He attained the rank of Sergeant while serving in the U.S. Air Force. He has held 
several important executive positions with the Western Electric Company. These include corporation 
project management. Here he coordinated the installations of VSS and #1-A-ESS systems. The Bell 
System, Western Electric, operational telephone companies and the American Telephone and Telegraph 
were all involved. He presently is under assignment to develop, implement and reorganize the customer 
service organization at the Southwestern Regional Headquarters. He makes his home in Chesterfield, 
Missouri with his wife, Phyllis, and 13-year old daughter. 

Welcome, Commander Compton – we are glad to have you aboard. May God make you a blessing to the 
men and boys of the Southern Missouri District, and may we be a blessing to you in return. 

July 1981: 

Pow-Wow Report – All Records Broken 
The attendance at both divisional Pow-Wows reached an all-time high: Western Division had 488 men and 
boys, and Eastern Division had 505 men and boys. Not only was this an all-time high for each division, but 
it was the first time that the Eastern Division exceeded the Western Division. It can easily be estimated that 
the next year the attendance will be over 1,000. To God be the glory! 

The blessings of the Lord were evident in several ways during the Pow-Wows. Rain threatened in each 
division, but the Lord held it off and the schedule was not hindered. The most important evidence of God’s 
blessings was the fact the 65 boys stepped forward for Christ in the Western Division and 72 boys 
responded in the Eastern Division. In addition to these, one boy was saved after returning to his campsite 
when the rally was over. Brother Paul McGarvey, National Secretary of Men’s Ministries, was at his best in 
presenting the Word and holding the boys’ attention. 

Several new groups attended. All active groups in the Flat River Section were present. The award-winning 
outpost were: 

Eastern:  First Place Bethel, St. Louis (OP#99) 
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  Second Place Patterson (OP#12) 
 Third Place Trinity Tabernacle, Bridgeton (OP#53) 

 
Western: First Place Bolivar A/G (OP#107) 
  Second Place Westport A/G, Springfield (OP#159) 

 Third Place First A/G, Sedalia (OP#149) 
 

Commander Jim Compton did a good job in conducting the Pow-Wows. Having only assumed this 
responsibility a short time before the Pow-Wows began, he was able to coordinate and administrate them in 
an excellent manner. Appreciation is expressed to the Missouri Division of Natural Resources for the use of 
the State Parks. 

Looking Ahead – Schedule 
National Men’s Day – August 9 
District Men, Women, Royal Rangers, Missionettes and Families annual Outing – August 22 – Worlds of 
Fun, Kansas City, Missouri. 
Men’s Ministries Luncheon – General Council, St. Louis, Mo. – August 22, - Everett Stenhouse, special 
speaker. 
FCF Annual Trace – Sam Baker State Park – September 18-19. 

November 1981: 

FCF Annual Fall Outing Report 
Royal Ranger Frontiersmen Camping Fraternity’s Annual Fall Outing held September 18-19 

Sam A. Baker State Park 

Seventy-one men and boys gathered for Royal Ranger Frontiersmen’s fall outing near Patterson, Missouri. 
A wilderness vigil was held the day before and three men advanced to the Wilderness Rating, the highest 
FCF rank: Ed Willis, Reverend Jams McHaffie, and Bob Fox. In the Trappers Brigade Program, Mike 
Harris and Greg Osborn advanced to Company Trapper and Bourgeois, In an impressive Saturday morning 
ceremony, Jim Wallen, Gary Roberts, Ray Reece, James Woodward, Greg Osborn, Gail Peterson, Tim 
Willis, Dale and Jerry Koch were advanced to the rank of Buckskin. 

Pictures – The Mule-Wagon transportation to the Rifle Range was furnished by Commander Bob Fox of 
Patterson, Outpost #12. The host division furnished food for the Trace, traditionally as much wild game as 
possible. Commander Wayne Medley (in foreground) and Reverend James “Parson” McHaffie in 
background – preparing lunch Saturday: turtle, squirrel, and “Hunters Stew.” The stew was cooked in an 
old-time kettle stirred with the secret “persimmon stick”. Delicious! 

Speakers for the Friday evening service and the Saturday morning devotions were Reverend David Ash, 
Bolivar, and Reverend James E. Griggs, District Men’s Director. A film was shown Friday night on the 
building of a flintlock rifle. 

Awards in the competition went to Mike Harris, Mr. Frontiersman; Greg Osborn, Mr. Frontiersman (Young 
Buck – under 18 yrs); Jerry Young and John Bixler, Hawk Throw; Jim Beeler and Dan Finch, Knife 
Throw; Gary Roberts and Greg Osborn, flint and steel; Ed Willis and Tim Willis, skins; Jim Beeler and 
Tim Willis, shoot’n; and the new award, the New Member Mr. Frontiersman (for those attending the first 
time) went to Young Buck Jeff Rhodes and Ol Timer Ron Silvey. 

December 1981: 

Paul Young Passes Away 
Royal Ranger Commander Paul Young passed away Sunday morning, October 25. Brother Young had 
been active in Royal Rangers and FCF for many years. He recently attended the first Gulf Territorial 
Rendezvous in Munsford, TN. Royal Ranger Director, Jim Compton wrote, “He was loved by everyone in 
Royal Rangers and will be missed by all of us.” 
 



46 

First Riverman Territorial Rendezvous Report 
Eighteen members of the Daniel Boone Chapter of FCF attended the FIRST Riverman Territorial 
Rendezvous, October 15-17 in Munsford, TN. Don Ray of Daniel Boone Chapter is the President of the 
Riverman Territory. The exceptional skills of the Southern Missouri Chapter were evidenced by winning 
all competition events with the exception of Ol Timer Flint and Steel contest. Those distinguishing 
themselves are: 
Pres. Jerry Haines, Raytown – Mr. Frontiersman (Overall pts. Adult) 
Asst. Scout Brad Ballard, Sikeston – Mr. Frontiersman (Overall pts. Boys) 
Vice Pres. James McHaffie, Patterson – Hawk Throw (Adult) 
Vice Pres. Carl Crackel, St. Louis – Knife Throw and Skins (Adult) 
Pres. Jerry Haines, Raytown – Shooting (Adult) 
Asst. Scout Brad Ballard, Sikeston – Knife Throw, Skins, Shooting, Flint and Steel (Boys) 
Tony Mikels, Sikeston – Hawk Throw (Boys) 
Young Buck, Donnie Tattershall of Kansas City, Mo. Was elected Asst. Territorial Scout for a two-year 
term. Congratulations to everyone. 
- Southeast Division Christmas Banquet, December 5, First A/G, Sikeston 
- 1982 Pow Wow Patch Design Contest deadline, January 1, 1982 

January 1982: 

Royal Rangers Gets Their Own Page in the Messenger 

District Aide-de-Camp Appointed 
Paul Harris has been appointed as the Southern Missouri District Aide-de-Camp effective January 1, 1982. 
This is a two-ywar term. Paul attends Park Crest A/G, Springfield and has served on the Southern Missouri 
District Royal Rangers Staff as Springfield Sectional Commander and Area Commander. He has a burden 
for the Royal Rangers ministry and a desire to see the ministry expanded to reach more boys for Jesus 
Christ! 

1982 National Camporama – July 27-31 
The location of the National Camporama has been changed from Fort Heritage, NC to Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. Pigeon Forge is located near the gateway to the Great Smokey Mountains National Park. The 
campsite is adjacent to Silver Dollar City – a national known crafts and amusement park (hillbilly style). 
The Camporama fee will include free admission to Silver Dollar City every day! Since the World’s Fair 
will be in Knoxville (30 miles away), the Camporama package will also include a day at the World’s Fair. 
Meals will be served at the Silver Dollar City Food Pavilion. The Camporama fee os $75 per person, 
covering the cost of two Camporama patches, a Camporama cap and a packet and food (except lunch and 
dinner on Friday, July 31 while we are at the World’s Fair). This will be an experience of a lifetime for our 
Royal Rangers! Start making plans now to attend! We’ll see you there! 

Ranger of the Year 
It is time for the Royal Ranger of the Year selection. Commanders, remember that a boy may work all year 
for a chance to compete, but if the fails to submit an evaluation sheet, his work will have been in vain. 
Please, Commander, don’t let your boys down! They’re depending on you. 

Southwest Division Sports-A-Rama 
The Southwestern Divisional Commander, Jerry Millhouser, announced the dates for the Southwest 
Division Sports-A-Rama. The Straight Arrows, Buckaroos and Pioneers Sports-A-Rama will be held 
February 6th. The Trailblazers and Air, Sea, Trail Rangers will be held March 27th. Both events will be in 
the new Boy’s Club, 720 So. Park, in Springfield from 1:00 to 7:00pm. Enjoy a day of activities and 
Christian fellowship! 

Pinewood Derby 
The Northeast Divisional Pinewood Derby competition was held at Bethel A/G, St. Louis, November 21. 
Ribbons and trophies were awarded to the winners in each age group for speed and design of their cars. It 
was a great evening of fun and fellowship. 
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February 1982: 

Southern Missouri District Charter Information 
Section Outposts Chartered Boys Leaders Totals 

St. Louis 8 150 59 209 

Sullivan 2 65 11 76 

Flat River 7 144 42 186 

Cape Girardeau 13 198 67 265 

Van Buren 2 37 17 54 

Kennett 3 54 18 72 

Kansas City 9 154 54 208 

Clinton 3 49 13 62 

Sedalia 5 88 28 116 

Springfield 22 469 124 593 

Joplin 7 130 47 177 

West Plains 4 61 18 79 

District Totals 85 1599 498 2097 

     

 

National Royal Ranger Camporama Information 
The following requirements must be met to be eligible to attend the 1982 National Camporama: 
1. Boys must be 11 years old or older 
2. Boys and leaders must attend an outpost with an up-to-date charter 
** Be watching for additional information regarding the Camporama in upcoming Messengers 

1982 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wows 
Check below for the dates of your Pow-Wow. The locations will be published as soon as they are made 
available: 
Western Pow-Wow – June 4 and 5, 1982 
Eastern Pow-Wow – June 11 and 12, 1982 

District Royal Ranger Staff Additions 
During January 1982, two new area commanders were appointed to the Southern Missouri District Staff. 
Ron Tuggle will be serving in the St. Louis section and Gary Barton will serve in the Flat River section. 
We welcome these men to the staff and look forward to working with them in the Royal Rangers Ministry! 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
Two Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers qualified for the Gold Medal of Achievement in January 
1982. They are Keith Tyler, Outpost 204, First Assembly of God in Jackson and Brad Ballard, Outpost 37, 
First Assembly of God, Sikeston. The Gold Medal of Achievement denotes a great deal of effort and 
reflects tremendous achievement on the part of these boys. The entire District Royal Rangers staff extends 
their congratulation to both Keith and Brad in this achievement. 

Buckaroo Saves Brother from Choking 
Caruthersville, Mo., Outpost 65 reports that Shane Hill, age 8, a member of the Buckaroo outpost evidently 
save his two year old brother’s life who was choking on a piece of candy. He used a method he learned in 
the Royal Rangers meeting the week before from a CPR film on relieving a choking victim. Pastor Larry 
Griffin and Commander La Forge recognized Shane in a special ceremony in a Sunday morning service. 
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March 1982: 

Gold Medal of Achievements 
This is the highest award a boy can earn in Royal Rangers. On February 7th, 1982 Keith Tyler and Brad 
Ballard received this award. Keith is from First Assembly in Jackson, Outpost 204 and is a high school 
senior. Keith stated that while earning the Gold Medal of Achievement, he learned many things that will 
enable him to help other boys working to earn the Gold Medal of Achievement. Brad is from First 
Assembly in Sikeston, Outpost 37. He is also a high school senior. Bard stated that he feels he has matured 
spiritually, physically, and mentally while earning this award. He learned the value of setting goals in all 
realms of life and to become dedicated to achieving these goals. Congratulations to both of you! 

1981 Southeast Divisional Rangers of the Year 
Southeast Divisional Commander reports that the following boys were selected for this honor: 
Pioneer – Mike Burns – Outpost 204 – Jackson, MO 
Trailblazer – Randy Riney – Outpost 65 – Caruthersville, MO 
Trail Ranger – Brad Ballard – Outpost 37 – Sikeston, MO 

Charter Information 
Below is the Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Charter information for the past three years: 

 1979 1980 1981 

Number of Outpost 72 83 85 

Straight Arrows 166 183 196 

Buckaroos 302 360 341 

Pioneers 476 560 518 

Trailblazers 325 372 382 

Trail Rangers 85 105 145 

Air Rangers 7 11 16 

Sea Rangers 6 2 1 

Leaders 475 488 498 

Total Men/Boys 1842 2081 2097 

1982 National Camporama 
The Camporama will be held at Pigeon Forge, Tennessee on July 27-31. If you plan to attend, you must 
complete a Camporama application and mail it along with the $75 Camporama fee to the Distrist 
Commander prior to May 1, 1982. 
 
**Correction: Paul Harrill has been appointed as the District Aide-de-Camp effective January 1st. He 
attends Park Crest Assembly in Springfield. (correction from January Messenger) 

April 1982 

1982 Southern Missouri District Pow Wows 
Western Pow-W – June 4-5 at Bolivar Landing near Bolivar, MO 
Eastern Pow-Wow – June 11-12 at Washington State Park near DeSoto, MO 
District Superintendent Wm. Nelson Sachs will be the speaker for both pow-wows. 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
David Kirby, Outpost 146 of Pleasant Hope Assembly of God qualified for the Gold Medal of 
Achievement on February 15th. This is the highest award a boy can earn in the Royal Rangers. It requires a 
great deal of effort and determination to achieve. David is the 34th boy (40th by National Records, 2001) in 
this district to earn this award of achievement. Congratulations! 

National Training Trails 
A National Training Trails will be held on June 17-20 at Hercules Glades, Mo. This is a great opportunity 
for the commanders in this district to participate in this outstanding national training event. 
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1982 National Camporama application Deadline 
All applications with the $75.00 fee must be into the District Commander before May 1st. 

F.C.F. Spring Outings 
Northwest Division – 7-8 at Fort Osage Gun Club 
Southeast Division – May 21-22 at Frontier Lake, Patterson 
Northeast Division – May 14-15 at Calvary Assembly of God in Festus, Mo. 

Northwest Division F.C.F. Winter Trace 
The Northwest Division held a Winter Trace on February 12th at Evangel Temple Youth Lodge. Classes 
were conducted on Powderhorn making, Scrimshawing, Hide Tanning preparation, and more. A film on 
canoeing and videos on the Fall Trace, Wilderness Vigil were shown on Friday night. Vice President Jim 
Ragan planned the event and taught a class on “Pie and Ice Cream – The Midnight Snack”. 

Royal Rangers Leadership Training Course Classes 
Jerry Millhouser, Southwest Divisional Commander reports that the response to the Leadership Training 
Course (LTC) classes have been tremendous! If you have not taken the LTC classes, contact Jerry and 
makes plans to enroll for the next session. 

St. Louis Section RR Sweetheart Banquet 
On Saturday night, February 13, St. Louis section held their Sweetheart Banquet. There were over 70 
commanders and wives from the St. Louis and Flat River Sections in attendance. Everyone enjoyed a great 
meal amd a time of fellowship. St. Louis Sectional Commander, Carl Crackel Jr. and his wife Sally did an 
outstanding job planning the banquet and entertainment. 

Area Commander Commissioned 
Jim Cmpton, District Commander commissioned Commander Gary Barton as Area Commander in the Flat 
River section on Sunday morning, March 7th at First Assembly of God, Farmington. Commanders Lorel 
Clark, Wayne Medley, and Max Towler were also present for the ceremony. 

May 1982 

James E. Griggs and Paul Feller receive Outstanding Service Awards from Jim Compton, District 
Commander 

1982 Advisory Council Meeting 
The 1982 Advisory Council Meeting met at Northside Assembly of God, Springfield, on April 3rd. Forty-
one staff members were present. The District Commander’s annual report revealed the 1981 was another 
record-breaking year for the district Royal Rangers. In 1981, we set a new record in chartering with 85 
churches, 498 men, and 1,599 boys chartered. Combined attendance at both’81 Pow Wows was 1,006, 
which also set a new record! Royal Ranger Family Day outings set a new record also with 1,614 in 
attendance combined 
The committee spent the day reviewing the ’81 ministry results and planning for the coming year. Included 
in the discussion were the ’82 Pow Wows, FCF Fall Trace, Ranger of the Year program, Staff Reports, 
Chartering, Training, ’82 Royal Ranger Family Day and the National Royal Ranger Camporama. 
The committee welcomed Superintendent Sachs who addressed the committee. We appreciated his words 
of encouragement as he reaffirmed his support to the Royal Rangers ministry in the Southern Missouri 
District. 
There were 139 boys saved at the Pow-Wows. In addition, the records indicate that an estimated 295 boys 
were saved and 110 filled with the Holy Spirit through district Royal Ranger ministry in 1981. To God be 
all the glory and honor and praise! 
The Council concluded with a banquet at Marketplace Cafeteria. The staff was joined by their wives for an 
evening of fellowship. Door Prize presentations by Jerry and Brenda Millhouser were enjoyed. Music 
ministry provided by Sally Crackel, Ron Tuggle, and James Beeler. Reverend Griggs closed with a stirring 
message that gave us a new determination to see more boys won to Christ in 1982 that ever before! 

District Pow-Wows 
Western – June 4-5 – Bolivar Landing, Hermitage, Mo. 
Eastern – June 11-12 – Washington State Park, DeSoto, Mo. 
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June/July 1982: 

A Man and His Dog – James E. Griggs, Director 
In the early morning light you could see that the lake was calm – hardly a ripple. The shapes of trees, cliffs, 
and an occasional cottage reflect in the placid water. 

Around the point came a man in a red bass boat. Standing up, he cast for the wary bass who, up until now, 
had out-smarted other fishermen. Silently, the boat’s trolling motor brought him closer so that you could 
see that he was not alone. A small dog of unknown ancestry occupied the other end of the boat, the stern. 

Upon the shore a couple watched the boat and its occupants coming closer. The lady described the scene 
with a crisp description” “A man and his dog!: Her husband responded, : It’s too bad he doesn’t have a boy 
to take with him.” No one will ever really know why the man was alone except for his dog. They soon 
passed around the bend, and the couple’s brief look into their lives was over. 

Another Perspective – A small orphan waif stood on the sidewalk of a large city. Dressed in ragged clothes, 
dirty and hungry, he stood sadly watching the traffic rush by him. Suddenly a long black limousine driven 
by a uniformed chauffeur went by. A glance in the window revealed an obviously wealthy man and 
woman. In the woman’s arms, a small dog of determined ancestry sat proudly erect. And well he should be 
– for he had plenty of food, a warm place to sleep, and someone to care for him. As the car passed by, the 
orphan has heard to wishfully say, “I wish I was some rich lady’s dog.” 

Wouldn’t it be great if there was a way for the fisherman to have a boy to take fishing, and the man and 
woman have a boy to hold in their arms? Each of their lives could have been enriched if they had a boy to 
share their love and affection. Well – THERE IS A WAY – and it’s Royal Rangers! 

The Means – The purpose of Royal Rangers is to reach boys for Christ. A life is a terrible thing to waste. 
So many waste their lives on drugs, alcohol, and involvement in a culture that waste them physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. Jesus Christ is the answer to all the longings that drive boys into such a culture. 
That culture doesn’t satisfy – But Jesus does! 

The Method – The method of Royal Rangers is to teach boys for Christ. The program is not all play, 
recreation and camping. A carefully planned Bible Study teaches boys the fundamentals of living for Jesus. 
It works! 

The Result – The end goal of Royal Rangers is to keep boys for Christ. The scriptures state, “Train up a 
child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Many people misinterpret this scripture, thinking that if a child is raised with godly principles, after he has 
“sown his wild oats” he will eventually return to his training. The more positive understanding is that he 
doesn’t have to sow any wild oats. He can remain in Christ from childhood to adulthood! That’s the 
purpose of Royal Rangers: reaching, teaching and keeping boys for Christ! Find a boy to love! 

Ranger of the Year Honored 
The Ranger of the Year awards for 1981 were presented April 14, 1982 at the Southern Missouri District 
Council. Trailblazer of the Year was awarded to Tony Hitchcock of Bolivar Assembly of God. Trail 
Ranger of the Year went to Brad Ballard of First Assembly of God, Sikeston. Pioneer of the Year went to 
Larry Lerew, Jr. of West County Assembly of God, Chesterfield. This award was presented during the 
Council of Achievement at West County Assembly of God on April 18, 1982. Each boy received a trophy, 
certificate and name tag. 

Outstanding Service Award 
Outstanding Service Awards were presented to Reverend James E. Griggs and Reverend Paul Feller on 
April 14, 1982 during District Council. Both have served as District Commander in the Southern Missouri 
District. Their years of outstanding service, sacrifice, and dedication to the boys and leaders in the Southern 
Missouri District Royal Ranger ministry is greatly appreciated. 

Family Day at Silver Dollar City 
Royal Ranger Family Day has been Scheduled for August 28, 1982. Season tickets are available for 
purchase through the SW Division Staff for $13.95. There will be a special one-day ticket price also 
available at a later date. 
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1981 SW Division Ranger of the Year 
Pioneer Ranger of the Year – Andrew Cummings – Central A/G, Springfield 
Trailblazer Ranger of the Year – Tony Hitchcock – Bolivar A/G 
Air-Sea-Trail Ranger of the Year – Mark Wiles – Aurora A/G 

Leadership Training Campout 
The 1982 Royal Rangers Leadership Training Campout was held at Fantastic Caverns on April 23 and 24 
with forty trainees and twenty staff members attending. Trainees completing the LTC Campout were: Mike 
Frailey, Harold Cook, Paul Erich, Larry Dugger, Steve Lett, Jeff Hedrich, Donald Beit, Jerry Durham, 
Jonathan Hendren, John Barber, Ted Climer, Gary Ankrom, Greg Rublee, Sid Meadors, Jerry Kusch, 
Harold Long, Curt Rozean, Charles Hopkins, Butch Young, George Wolf, Richard Haviland, Darrell 
Hastings, Mike Southard, Tom Snyder, Howard Frazier, Ralph Davis, Allen Swigert, Randy Selby, Gerry 
Sturges, Mike Piper, Floyd Buckne, Roy Tennison, John Matters, Sandra Mayhue, Letha Ogden, Gayla 
Southard, Julia Barber, Patt Cobb and June Meadows. 

RR Outpost 211 Council of Achievement 
On Sunday night, April 18, West County Assembly of God, Chesterfield Outpost 211 held a very special 
service dedicated to youth ministry through the Royal Rangers program. The program was followed by a 
farewell reception for Senior Commander Ron Helm and his family who are leaving to move to California 
for two tears. Special honors were awarded to Ron by the church and outpost. District Commander Jim 
Compton presented Ron with the Outstanding Service Award. A Council of Achievement was also held 
with several awards given to each age group. Special recognition was given to Karl Gustafson and Pioneer 
Larry Lerew, Jr. for achieving Sectional Ranger of the Year 1981 in the St. Louis Section. Larry also 
received honors as Divisional and District Ranger of the Year 1981 in the Pioneer age group. 

Southeast Division Sports-a-Rama 
The Southeast Division held a combined Sports-a-Rama and Pinewood Derby on April 24 at Scott City 
Assembly of God. There were approximately 140 men and boys from the Southeast Division in attendance. 
The morning was spent in Fun events and Skill testing and the Pinewood Derby was held during the 
afternoon. A total of ninety cars were entered in the Derby. The Scott Coty Assembly has hosted this 
divisional event for the past three years. 
 

August/September 1982 

1982 District Pow Wows at Bolivar Landing and Washington State Park 
In spite of unfavorable weather conditions and school schedules, there were 506 attending the Western Pow 
Wow at Bolivar Landing, and 448 at the Eastern Pow Wow at Washington State Park. 

The most exciting part was the Council Fire Service. Reverend Wm. Nelson Sachs delivered a message 
anointed by the Holy Spirit. Over 250 boys responded to his invitation with about 125 of these boys 
receiving Christ as their Saviour. There were many dedications. 

An F.C.F. initiation was held Friday night at each Pow Wow. A total of 63 men and boys were admitted to 
the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman camping Fraternity. 

Pow Wow trophies were presented to the following: 
Eastern:  First Place Bethel Temple, St. Louis (OP#99) 
  Second Place First A/G, Valley Park (OP# 61) 

 Third Place Patterson A/G (OP#12) 
 
Western: First Place Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) 
  Second Place Bolivar A/G (OP#107) 

 Third Place Westport A/G, Springfield (OP#159) 
 

Family Day at Silver Dollar City 
Family Day at Silver Dollar City will be Saturday, August 28th! Mark your calendar now for a special fun-
filled day of pioneer crafts, rides, live shows, and more. You’ll also enjoy special attractions like an egg 
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throw, sack race, hawk and knife throw and more. Prizes too! A picnic lunch will be served in the picnic 
area for just $3.75 for adults and $3.00 for children. Please make your reservations for the picnic ahead of 
time. If you don’t already have a season ticket for Silver Dollar City, you can obtain one from Jerry 
Millhouser, (417) 866-4202, for the low cost of $13.95. Or, you can buy a one-day pass for $8.00. Please 
get your tickets in advance. Come as you are for a great day at Silver Dollar City. See you there! 

Royal Ranger Weekend at White Water 
Royal Ranger Weekend at White Water will be Friday to Saturday, September 10 and 11. It will be a super-
splash filled with water fun and safety education. Camp Friday night ad enjoy the special devotional 
service. Great picnic lunch will be held Saturday too! Price is just $10.00 each. Contact Jerry Millhouser to 
make your reservations now! 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
Gold Medal of Achievement presented to Chris Gitthens, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Gitthens, Central 
A/G, Springfield. His mother had the privilege of pinning the medal on his uniform during the July 4th 
service after a moving tribute to America by the Royal Rangers of Outpost #6. Congratulations Chris! 

Regional Ranger of the Year 
The Gulf Regional Ranger of the Year competition was held June 18th and 19th in Memphis, TN. Tony 
Hitchcock and Brad Ballard represented the Southern Missouri District. 

Tony is a Trailblazer for First Assembly of God, Bolivar, Outpost 107. Brad is a Trail Ranger from First 
Assembly of God, Sikeston, Outpost 37. Tony and Brad did an outstanding job representing our district in 
the tough competition. They competed with top boys from the other districts in the Gulf Region. 

Brad was selected as the Gulf Regional Ranger of the Year. He will now compete with the other Regional 
Rangers of the Year for National Ranger of the Year during the National Camporama. 

Father and Son Banquet 
On April 26th the Royal Ranger Department of the First Assembly of God, Blue Springs, Mo. held its 
annual Father and Son Banquet with 35 in attendance. 

The guest speaker was Bill Kinney of the Kansas City Chiefs football team. He presented the “Ranger of 
the Year” award to Mickey Brown. This local award was given in recognition of Mickey’s faithfulness to 
the Lord, the church, and his Royal Ranger group. 
Pastor D. R. Comfort reports that the Lord is doing a great work among the Royal Rangers. In one year 
attendance has grown from an average of four to eighteen. Praise the Lord! 

October/November 1982 

1982 National Royal Ranger Camporama Report (by Paul Harrill, Aide-de-Camp) 
The 1982 Camporama had it all; fast and furious trading during the day, the “pickin’ and grinnin’ ” of Rip 
Brad and company in the evening, good food, a total attendance of over 3,400, excellent speakers, and 
above all else – the presence of the Holy Spirit blessing us in every situation! 
The Southern Missouri delegation had 108 in attendance plus several who served on the national staff and 
some unregistered guests. Fifty-four Rangers earned their Friendship patches. 
Thanks to Carroll Keele for his work on the arch and to Brenda Millhouser for her work on the banner. 
They both did a super job. Also, a personal thanks to Jim for allowing me the opportunity to work with the 
finest group of men and boys to be found anywhere! 
Years from now, many boys will have stories to tell about Camporama ’82. Truly God had his hand upon 
this camp. Only four more years till the next one – so, let’s plan now to take a group to the next 
Camporama!! 

Royal Rangers Growth 
God is blessing the Royal Rangers of Southern Missouri. During the first six months of 1981, 1,262 
Rangers were chartered. During the first six months of 1982, 1,502 Rangers chartered from 57 churches. 
Praise the Lord for a 19% increase!! 
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December 1982/January 1983 

1982 Fall Trace 
In a delightful evergreen-surrounded campground in Defiance, Missouri, the Southern Missouri District 
Frontiersman Camping Fraternity pitched the teepees for the 1982 Fall Trace. Stepping back into the long 
ago, into the days when the Missouri territory was a wild frontier, the FCF campers seemed to catch the 
spirit of that drew Daniel Boone to the lovely Femme Osage Valley to build his huge three-story home now 
overlooking their camp. Many of the men and boys toured the Daniel Boone home where ole Dan’l himself 
found happiness. 
Ninety-three men and boys attended the Trace. An air of excitement filled the crisp morning air as the 
campers competed in various events seeking to prove their skills in an atmosphere of friendly competition. 
Pictured are some of the winners. 
The Daniel Boone home and museum, the fellowship of committed men and boys, the menu of wild game, 
and the Council Fire message by James “Golden Eagle” Griggs from the unchanging word of God will not 
soon be forgotten by those who attended the 1982 Fall Trace. 

Merry Christmas 
District Commander, Jim Compton and his family would like to wish all the men and boys in the Southern 
Missouri District Royal Rangers program and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

1983 Royal Ranger Dates 
FCF Executive Committee Meeting – February 18, 1983 
Royal Ranger Executive Committee Spring Meeting – April 8, 1983 
District Royal Ranger Advisory Committee Meeting – April 9, 1983 
District Pow Wow – June 9-11, 1983 
Royal Ranger Day (Worlds of Fun) – August 27, 1983 
Royal Ranger Day (Whitewater) – September 9-10, 1983 
FCF Fall Trace (Daniel Boone Chapter) – September 16-17m 1983 
Royal Ranger Executive Committee Fall Meeting – October 7, 1983 

Thank You from Jim Compton 
Jim Compton wishes to thank the Royal Ranger and FCF Executive Committee, District Royal Ranger 
Staff, Daniel Boone Chapter FCF Staff, local Royal Ranger Commanders and Royal Ranger boys for 
making1982 another successful year in the Southern Missouri District. Most of all, thanks be to God for 
His blessings and guidance in reaching, teaching and keeping boys for Christ! 

January/February 1983 

Gold Medal of Achievements 
Robert Williams was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement by District Commander Jim Compton on 
October 9, 1982 during the Flat River Section Awards Banquet. Robert is from outpost 108, Faith 
Assembly of God, House Springs Missouri. 

District Commander Jim Compton during the morning worship service at Caledonia Assembly of God also 
presented the Gold Medal of Achievement to Scott Radford on Sunday, November 7, 1983. Scott is from 
Outpost 227. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger program. The 
award reflects a great deal of effort and tremendous achievement on the part of these boys. The entire 
District Royal Ranger Staff extends their congratulations to both Robert and Scott on this achievement. 

Flat River Fellowship Dinner 
The Flat River Section Royal Rangers held a fellowship dinner at Parkton Assembly of God, Barnhart, 
Missouri on November 20, 1982. Lorel Clark was the guest of honor. Lorel was presented a beautiful 
plaque by Flat River Section Commander Wayne Medley in recognition of his many years of service in the 
Royal Ranger Ministry. 
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Northeast Division Derby Competition 
Approximately 150 persons attended the Northeast Division Pinewood Derby Competition held November 
13, 1982 at Rock Haven Chapel Assembly of God. Seventy-three contestants registered. Everyone enjoyed 
a night of competition, fun, and fellowship. 

March/April 1983: 

FCF Trappers Brigade 
The men and boys of the Northeast Division of the Daniel Boone Chapter of FCF have been working on the 
church and parsonage of the First Assembly of God, Valley Park, Missouri. The church and parsonage were 
heavily damaged during the December flood. The men and boys have labored more than 400 man-hours of 
work on this project.  Rev. James McHaffie, Daniel Boone Chapter President, has endorsed this as a 
Trapper Brigade Project. As of February 1, 1983 six members of the chapter have completed the first step 
of this project. Outpost form the following churches have been represented: Trinity Tabernacle, St. Louis, 
Outpost 53; West County A/G, St. Louis, Outpost 211; Evangel Temple, Fenton, Outpost 116; South Side 
A/G, St. Louis, Outpost 90. 

1983 Royal Ranger Dates 
District Exec. Com. Mtg. (Spring) – April 8 
District RR Advisory Com. Mtg.  – April 9 
District Pow Wow – June 9-11 
Riverman Territorial Rendezvous – June 23-25 
National Training Camp, Camp Sonshine, Ozark, MO – July 21-24 
RR Day (Worlds of Fun) – August 27 
RR Day (Whitewater) – September 9-10 
RR Day (Silver Dollar City) – To Be Announced 
FCF Fall Trace (Daniel Boone Chapter) – September 16-17 
RR Exec. Com. Mtg. (Fall) – October 7 

Gold Medal of Achievement – John Koelling 
John Koelling was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement by District Commander Jim Compton during 
the morning service at Trinity Tabernacle, St. Louis, on December 5, 1982. John said, “The Gold Medal of 
Achievement means much more than the representation of accomplishment. Its significance lies in the 
dedication, desire and willingness of a boy to become a better Royal Ranger. The respect the boys earns 
helps him to walk closer to God. Moving Closer to God is what awards and Royal Rangers are all about.” 

May/June 1983: 

Gentlemen, Start our Engines! 
Total attendance at the Southeast Divisional RR Sports Day Pine World Derby was over 200. A large 
crowd watched as 147 boys and 33 men competed in the events. One hundred and twenty-five cars were 
entered in the derby. Rev. Gene Leach and the congregation of Scott City A/G hosted the event. 

July/August 1983 

1983 Pow Wow Report 
A total of 944 men and boys attended. 131 were saved and one baptized in the Holy Spirit. Rev. Johnnie 
Barnes was the featured speaker with National Aide-de-Camp, John Eller and Japan’s National RR 
Commander, Rev. Dale Jackson in attendance. Sixty-two outposts registered. It was the biggest single Pow 
Wow ever. There was a Gold Rush Theme. Awards were: 
 First Place Bethel Temple, St. Louis (OP# 99) 
 Second Place Westport, Springfield (OP#159) 
 Third Place Central, Springfield (OP#6) 
 Fourth Place Park Crest, Springfield (OP#114) 
 Fifth Place First, Bolivar (OP#107) 
 Sixth Place Westside, Sedalia (OP#236) 
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September/October 1983 

Outstanding Service Awards 
District Commander Jim Compton presented the Outstanding Service Award to Rev. Wayne Danner, Flat 
River Sectional Presbyter and Rev. Frank Heitman, Cape Girardeau Presbyter. These men have 
demonstrated outstanding service, sacrifice and dedication as they have helped to establish a successful 
Royal ranger ministry in their respective sections. The leadership and support they shared with the Royal 
Ranger staffs of their sections have been an inspiration to the men and boys. 

Andy McHaffie Win Pow-Wow Patch Contest 
Andy McHaffie, Outpost 12, Patterson, won the 1983 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow Patch Contest. 
This is the second time in three years that Andy has won this contest. District Commander Jim Compton 
presented a $50.00 United States Savings Bond to Andy on August 1, 1983. 

Thad Beeler Selected as Regional Ranger of the Year 
Dave Kirby, Trail Ranger, Outpost 149, Pleasant Hope and Thad Beeler, Trailblazer, Outpost 73, Second 
Assembly, Joplin competed with Rangers from other Districts in the Gulf Region on June 17-18 for 
regional Ranger of the Year honors. This competition was held at Park Crest Assembly, Springfield, MO. 
The competition was rough and the final scores very close. Both David and Thad did an outstanding job 
representing our district. Thad Beeler was selected as the Gulf Regional Trailblazer of the Year. 

November/December 1983: 

Faces of the 1983 Fall Trace 
Ninety men and boys traveled back into history at the edge of the ole Missouri River. High on the bluff 
above their colorful array of primitive shelters and teepees stood Fort Osage, the first outpost of the United 
States in the Louisiana Purchase. Pictures show: 
1) Friday night Buckskin ceremony 
2) New Skills were displayed. Tom “Crazy Knife” McGinnis brought along a tomahawk of Damascus 

steel. He’s the man to see for a custom-made knife. 
3) FCF Chapter president James “Parson” McHaffie presents guest speaker Richard Nelson with an 

honorary life membership in the Daniel Boone chapter FCF. 
4) FCF Members (Carroll Keele, Jim “Two Crows” Wallen and ???) anxiously await the results of the 

election for new District Scout. (Andy McHaffie was elected as the District Scout.) 
5) Bob Fox and “Friend” (his hat) share a moment of relaxation together. 

F.C.F. Lifetime Membership 
Any active member of the Daniel Boone Chapter of FCF can become a life time member for only $75.00. 
Mail your life time membership fee to Bob Fox, Daniel Boone Chapter, FCF Scribe, Route 1, Patterson, 
MO 63956 

January/February 1984 

1983 District Commander’s Report 
The year 1983 was very successful for the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger ministry. On April 9th 
the District Royal Ranger Advisory Committee Meeting was held at Northside Assembly of God, 
Springfield, MO. Almost every district Royal Ranger staff member was in attendance. This outstanding 
meeting was concluded with a communion service that ministered to all. 

The District Pow-Wow was held at Fort Leonard Wood, MO on June 9-11. The theme was “Gold Rush 
Days”. The event was a total success with a record breaking attendance (for a single Pow-Wow) of 944. 
National Royal Ranger Commander Johnnie Barnes was the speaker. During the council fire service a total 
of 131 boys accepted Christ and one boy received the Holy Spirit. 

The Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity held their Fall Trace at Fort Osage, 
MO. There were 90 F.C,F, members in attendance. District Royal Ranger training activities included 
Leaders Training Course classes in all divisions, a Junior Leaders Training Camp hosted by Southwest 
Division, and a National Training Camp held in Ozark, MO. 
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The number of boys, leaders and outposts chartered in our district during 1983 will surpass the 1982 
record-breaking total of 87 outpost and 2,252 boys and leaders.  

Outstanding Service Awards were given to Rev. Frank Heitman and Rev. Wayne Danner. Gold Medals of 
Achievement were presented to Tony Hitchcock, Lindell Ray Reece, Cliff Cole, and Thad Beeler. District 
Rangers of the Year were Keith Jenicek (Pioneer), Thad Beeler (Trailblazer) and David Kirby (Trail 
Ranger), Thad Beeler was also selected as the Gulf regional Trailblazer of the Year. 

God has blessed the Royal ranger ministry in the Southern Missouri District. We give him the glory and 
honor. 

Gold Medals of Achievement Presented 
The Gold Medal of Achievement (GMA) and the Gold and Silver Buffalo were presented to Cliff Cole by 
District Commander Jim Compton during the morning worship service at Central Assembly of God, 
Springfield on Sunday, October 30, 1983. Cliff is the 42nd boy in the Southern Missouri District to receive 
the Gold Medal of Achievement and the 5th boy in the Southern Missouri District to receive the Gold and 
Silver Buffalo awards. 

Lindell Ray Reece was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement by Southwest Divisional Commander, 
Jerry Millhouser on Sunday morning, September 18, 1983. Lindell is the 43rd boy in our district and the 
first boy from Outpost 208 to receive the Gold Medal of Achievement. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger Program. 

Sectional Commander Wayne Medley Honored 
The Flat River Section Royal rangers honored their Sectional Commander, Wayne Medley, at a Royal 
Ranger Sectional Fellowship Banquet on November 28, 1983. Wayne was presented a plaque and a black 
powder rifle and his lovely wife, Barbara, received a beautiful corsage. Commander Medley is an asset to 
his local outpost, sectional, divisional, and district Royal Ranger Ministry. 

March/April 1984 

Promoted to Glory – Thomas Lee Lung 
Thomas Lee Lung, a Trail Ranger at Park Crest Assembly of God, Springfield, went home to be with our 
Lord on January 7 at 1:45pm. His death came after a short illness diagnosed as leukemia only two days 
before. 

Tom was the youngest brother of Tim, Jr. and Ted, both living at home. Tom was a 15-year old freshman at 
Kickapoo High School, where he was a member of the swim team. He was an active and faithful member 
of the church. He was also an important member of Outpost #114 and a good example to the Rangers and 
other young people in the church. Tom was also a part of Powerhouse (the church youth group) and a part 
of the bus ministry team. 

Tom had a very loving and gentle way which caused others around him to respond in the same way. He 
will be greatly missed. However, Tom was a Royal Ranger and he was “READY” for anything. Now today 
he sits with God. 

1984 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wows 
In 1984 there will be an Eastern and Western Pow-Wow. Listed below are the tentative dates for each of 
these pow-wows. 
Eastern Pow-Wow – June 8-9, 1984 
Western Pow-Wow – June 15-16, 1984 
Locations to be announced later. 

1984 Gulf Region Training Seminar 
The first Gulf Regional Training Seminar was held in Memphis, Tennessee on January 20-21, 1984. 
Twenty-one men from Southern Missouri attended the Seminar and reported that it was a very successful 
event. There were over 150 men from the Gulf Region in attendance. The instructors included Johnnie 
Barnes – National Commander, Paul Stanek – National Training Coordinator, and Fred Deaver – National 
FCF President. 
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The Gulf Region now has a quarterly publication “The Riverman News”. The first issue has already been 
published and it is a fantastic news publication. If you wish to subscribe to the “Riverman News” send 
$4.00 along with your name and address to: David Wharton/ 1116 Visco Drive/Nashville, TN 37210 

May/June 1984 

Jerry Millhouser Named District Commander 
Jerry Millhouser was recently appointed to the position of District Royal Rangers Commander. In the 
announcement of his appointment Rev. James E. Griggs, Men’s Ministry Director, expressed confidence in 
the new commander. Commander Millhouser has been involved in the Royal Rangers program for many 
years. He prefers to refer to “Royal Rangers as a ministry, rather than a program” and he anticipates a 
“harvest of souls for the Kingdom”. 

Jim Compton, former Commander, resigned his post due to an increasing work load at his job. He has been 
an excellent leader, and he will be sorely missed. 

1984 District Pow-Wow Dates 
Eastern Pow-Wow – June 8-9 – Washington State Park – John Eller, Speaker 
Western Pow-Wow – June 15-16 – Pomme de Terre Lake – Bolivar Landing – Paul Stanek, Speaker 
 Check Courtesy Coupon No. 7 

Sports-a-Rama Well Attended 
The Southwest Division Sports-a-Rama was recently held at the Boy’s Club in Springfield. It was attended 
by 684 men, women, and boys. The day was filled with many activities. During the service over fifty boys 
made a commitment to Jesus Christ. 

July/August 1984 

1984 Royal Rangers Pow Wows 
Total attendance for both Pow Wows was 895 (Eastern 381 and Western 514). During the Friday night 
Council Fire services 54 boys were saved at the Eastern Pow Wow and 64 at the Western. Praise God for 
what He’s doing in the lives of our boys through the Royal Rangers ministry. Awards were: 
Eastern:  First Place Trinity Tabernacle, St. Louis (OP#53) 
 
Western: First Place Westport A/G, Springfield (OP#159) 

Best Banner Marshall A/G (OP#52) 

Thad Beeler Receives Gold Medal of Achievement 
Thad Beeler recently received the Royal Rangers Gold Medal of Achievement. He is a Trailblazer from 
Outpost 73, Second Assembly of God, Joplin. 

District Royal Ranger of the Year Awards for 1983 were also recently selected. They are (Pioneer Chad 
Katter, Outpost #6, Central A/G, Springfield; (Trailblazer) Thad Beeler, Outpost #73, 2nd A/G, Joplin; and 
Trail Ranger) Tony Hitchcock, Outpost #107, Bolivar A/G. 

Thad Beeler was also selected as Regional Royal Ranger of the Year in the Trailblazer division. 

September/October 1984 

National F.C.F. Rendezvous 
Sixty-three men and boys from Southern Missouri attended the National F.C.F. Rendezvous held July 24-
28 in West Glacier, Montana. 

In the young buck competition Jody Moses from Ozark Assembly won the National Skin Judging (best 
F.C.F. costume or outfit), and Thad Beeler won the National Knife Throwing Contest. 

Ed Willis from St. Louis won the Skin Judging, Blackpowder Shoot and the National Knife Throwing 
Contest in the Old Timers competition. 

In all Southern Missouri won 5 of the 12 National Events. 
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Royal Ranger Receives Highest Award 
On Sunday evening, March 18, 1984, Daniel Howard Finch of Rolla, was presented the Gold Medal of 
Achievement, the highest Royal Rangers award. 

The awards ceremony took place at the First Assembly of God, Rolla, Mo. where Gary Bartle is pastor. The 
Medal was presented by the Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Commander, James Compton. 

Daniel is a member of Royal Rangers Outpost #132. He has been involved in Royal Rangers for 
approximately 11 years. He is a senior at Rolla High School. 

November/December 1984 

F.C.F. Trace: A Frontier Adventure 
The Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fraternity held their annual Fall Trace on 
September 14th and 15th at Busiek National Forest. Eighty-six members tried their hands at at frontier skills 
including knife and tomahawk throwing, horn blowing and black powder shooting. 

Nineteen primitive shelters dotted the picturesque valley. Trading, tall tales and wild game food were 
enjoyed by all. 

Friday night’s Council Fire service was highlighted by a challenging message from God’s Word by 
National Royal Rangers Commander Johnnie Barnes. A total of seven guest were present. 

Vice-president Tom (Crazy Knife) McGinnis and his men are to be commended for the efficient planning 
of the event. 

January/February 1985 

First District Men’s Retreat 
As far as we can determine, this was the first district Men’s Retreat in Southern Missouri. Although the 
retreat was announced with short notice, there were almost 100 men in attendance from throughout the 
district. A great spirit of prayer and fellowship prevailed throughout the retreat. Lives were touched and 
many have already stated their intention to return to another retreat next year. 

Commander’s Report 
The year 1984 is now history, but it held many accomplishments for the district Royal Ranger ministry. 

The 1984 Pow Wows were very successful with a total attendance of 902 and 118 boys responding for 
salvation. Nine Gold Medals of Achievement Awards were presented during 1984. They were presented to: 
David Buttram, Grandview A/G; Daniel Finch Jr., 1st A/G, Rolla; Todd Rodriguez, 1st A/G, Lee’s Summit; 
Matt Davis, Strafford A/G; Jody Moses, Ozark A/G; Timothy Barton, Farmington A/G; Shawn Mehaffie, 
Abundant Life A/G, Blue Springs; Matthew Cummings, Central A/G, Springfield; and Shannon Davis, 
Strafford A/G. The Medal of Valor was presented to Andy McHaffie, Patterson A/G. 

1984 was a great year but we are looking forward to many more accomplishments in 1985. Place the 
following dates on your calendar: 
March 30 – District R.R. of the Year Testing 
May 17-19 – Divisional Spring F.C.F. Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 13-15 – District Pow Wow 
June 25-27 – District JLTC 
August 24 – Family Day at Worlds of Fun 
September 20-21 – District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
September 28 – Family Day at Silver Dollar City 
 
Begin to make plans to attend the 1985 Pow Wow tentatively to be held at Ft. Leonard Wood with the 
theme of “Treasure Island Days”. Fred Deaver, National F.C.F. President, is the scheduled speaker. 

Medal of Valor Presented 
The Medal of Valor was presented to Andy McHaffie of Patterson A/G on December 9th for saving the life 
of another person at the risk of his own. 
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On June 4th, 1984, Andy McHaffie and Patrick Swanner of Arab, Alabama were swimming at the Black 
Bridge on the St. Francis River. According to Patrick’s mother, the water was very rough in a narrow part 
of the river, forming a whirlpool. 

Patrick was about 20 feet from Andy when he was suddenly swept into the whirlpool. Patrick’s father 
shouted to Andy telling him that Patrick had been swept into the whirlpool and that he did not know how to 
swim. 

Andy dived into the water where Patrick had gone down and tried to locate him. When Andy came up for 
air, Patrick also surfaced. Andy got a rescue hold on him and pulled him to shore. 

Andy is the sixth person to have earned the Medal of Valor in the Southern Missouri District. 

Gold Medals Presented to Royal Rangers 
Three Royal Rangers recently received the Royal Rangers Gold Medal of Achievement. 

On October 14th, Tim Barton, Outpost 195, Farmington First A/G, was presented the Gold Medal of 
Achievement by District Commander Jerry Millhouser and N.E. Division Commander Carl Crackel. 

Matthew Cummings, Trail Ranger Outpost 6, Central A/G, Springfield, was presented the Gold Medal of 
Achievement November 11th by the District Commander. 

Shawn Mehaffie was the 1028th Rangers to receive the Gold Medal of Achievement presented to him in 
November 25th at Abundant Life A/G, Blue Springs by District Commander Jerry Millhouser. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award earned by boys in the Royal Rangers program. 

March/April 1985 

The Gold Medal of Achievement 
The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award that may be earned by a Royal Ranger. It is 
equivalent to the Boy Scout’s Eagle Award. A boy must have very special qualities to achieve this award. 
He must live consistently with the Royal Ranger Code. In other words, he must be alert, clean, honest, 
courageous, loyal courteous, obedient, and live spiritually at all times. He must also live by the Ranger 
Motto: “Ready”. He should be ready for anything; Ready to work, play serve, obey, worship, and live. 

A Royal Ranger must earn the Master Rating and advanced awards in order to receive the Gold Medal of 
Achievement. 

The advanced awards are given in the areas of Bible, church, camping, weather, physical fitness, survival, 
Christian Service, nature study, citizenship, first aid, and wildlife. There are seven more advanced awards 
that a Royal Ranger may earn in the area of his choice. 

It is not an easy task for a Royal Ranger to earn the Gold Medal. He must be Alert for opportunity to 
achieve. He must be Clean in body, mind, speech, and Christian service. He must be Honest enough to 
complete all the required work. A Royal Ranger must be Courageous when confronted with danger, 
criticism, or threats. He must be Loyal to family, church and friends. He should also be Courteous, kind 
and thoughtful. Obedience and respect for authority is a must. A Royal Ranger should seek to develop his 
Spiritual life by reading his Bible, praying, and witnessing. Lastly, a Royal Ranger must be a boy who is 
willing to Work hard. 

The Gold Medal is well worth all of the time and effort that goes into earning it. It is also a valuable 
experience that will enrich a boy’s mind and body as he prepares to enter manhood. Earning the Royal 
Ranger Gold Medal of Achievement will develop a young man into an asset for his church, his home and 
his community. 

Nine Royal Rangers from Southern Missouri District earned the prestigious award in 1984. 
Congratulations, Rangers!! 

Southern Missouri RR Leaders Attend Seminar 
Royal Ranger leaders from the Southern Missouri District attended the Gulf Regional Training Seminar in 
Memphis, Tennessee, on January 18th and 19th, All who attended received new ideas and insights. National 



60 

Commander Johnnie Barnes, inspired everyone with his account of how Royal Rangers began his vision for 
their future. Fred Deaver, shared a glowing report on the outstanding recognition FCF is receiving on a 
nationwide scale, stating that FCF is a very useful tool in sharing Christ with men and older boys. 

“The Christian fellowship and love of Christ highlighted the trip.” Reported RR leader Jim Batten. 

Brother Receive Gold Medal of Achievement 
On Sunday evening, December 30th, 1984, Shannon Davis was awarded the Gold Medal of Achievement, 
the highest award a Royal Ranger can earn. His brother, Matt, received the Gold Medal earlier in the year. 
District Commander Jerry Millhouser presented both awards. 

The brothers also earned the Silver Buffalo Award which was presented by Deputy District Commander, 
Don Higinbotham. 

The Davis family attends the Strafford Assembly of God. 

May/June 1985 

1985 Southern Missouri District Pow Wow – 20
th
 Anniversary 

Date: June 13-15, 1985 
Time: 1:00pm Thursday – 3:00pm Saturday 
Location: Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri 
Cost: $5.00 Registration at Pow Wow 
Theme: Treasure Island Days 
Speaker: Fred Deaver, National FCF President 

1984 District Rangers of the Year Chosen 
During the recent district council, the 1984 District Rangers of the Year were announced. They are: Pioneer 
– Gabe Lett, 2nd A/G, Joplin, outpost 73; Trailblazer – Andrew Cummings, Central A/G, Springfield, 
Outpost 6; and Trailranger – Thad Beeler, 2nd A/G, Joplin, Outpost 73. 

July/August 1985 

1985 Pow Wow Report 
The 1985 Southern Missouri District Pow Wow was held at Fort Leonard Wood on June 13-15 with a total 
attendance of 898. We praise God for his presence during the evening council fire services when 146 boys 
responded after a fantastic devotion given by Fred Deaver, the National F.C.F. President. 

With the them of this year’s Pow Wow being “Treasure Island Days” the men and boys dressed in the early 
buccaneer outfits and enjoyed activities which tested their endurance and skill. 

The grand Pow Wow trophies were awarded as follows: 
Two divisions based on Sunday school size 
  Small   Large 
First  2nd, Joplin (OP 73) Bethel Temple, St. Louis (OP#99) 
Second  Trinity, St. Louis (OP#53) Susquehanna, Independence (OP#85) 
Third  Ironton (OP#100)  West County, St. Louis (OP#211) 
Fourth  Buffalo (OP#229) Bolivar (OP#107) 
 
Best Dress Outpost was also awarded 
 
Junior Leadership Training Camp – Camp SONrise, Ozark, Mo. – July 25-27 – First Class Trailblazers and 
over. 

September/October 1985 

Junior Leadership Training Conference 
The purpose of the JLTC is to give junior leaders professional training in camping and outpost leadership. 
There is opportunity for outstanding fellowship and adventure in the out-of-doors. JLTC also inspires boys 
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to see the great value of the Royal Rangers ministry, and challenge them to become more involved in the 
program 

The Southern Missouri District JLTC was conducted at Camp SONrise at Ozark, Mo. on July 25-27, 1985. 
There were 33 junior leaders present. 

Both men and boy leaders from the district served as instructors in the following classes: Cooking, 
Sanitation, Camp Layout, Ropecraft, Lashing, Nature Study, Backpacking, Council Fires, Compass and 
Map, Survival, and First Aid. 

On Thursday evening special courses were taught on Leadership for Junior Leaders. Another special 
course, Soul Winning, was presented. Each boy marked a New Testament to use in soul winning and 
practiced the technique with other boys. 

The highlight of the Friday evening council fire was one boy coming forward for salvation. 

On Saturday, the boys worked on advanced awards such as Nature Study, Wildlife, Pathfinder, Ropecraft, 
Archery, Firecraft, Hide Tanning, Hiking, Toolcraft, and Survival. 

The purpose of the Ranger ministry is to Reach, Teach and Keep boys for Christ. All three of these were 
accomplished at this training camp. 

Listed below are the names of the boys attending: Andrew Cummings, Dan Deaver, Clayton Asbell, Larry 
Henson, Mark Logan, Aaron Buck, Jacob, Rodick, Joe Rodick, Les Wood, Christopher Forrest, David 
Hoelzel, Dale Holman, Bryant Wright, Gary Hurley Jr., Larry Breece II, Bill Richards, Mike McAfee, 
Robert Gaiser, Paul Weddle, Lance Friend, Carl Tucker, Michael Ketcher, Mike Fuller, Charlie Weddle, 
Lindy Carnett, John York, Chris Irwin, Matthew Irwin, Brian McBroom, Danny Malott, Jon Eckler, Daniel 
Bassnett, and Ronnie Nally. 

November/December 1985 

Gold Medals Presented 
On Sunday morning, February 17, 1985, Shannon Michel , son of Gary and Sharon Michel of Nixa, was 
presented with the Gold Medal of Achievement by District Commander Jerry Millhouser. The awards 
ceremony took place at Nixa Assembly of God, where Rev. Wilbur Blansit is the pastor. 

On March 24, 1985, Terry Ray Murray received recognition for earning the Gold Medal of Achievement. 
Jerry Millhouser presented the award to Terry at First Assembly of God of Poplar Bluff where Rev. John 
Snavely is the pastor. 

January/February 1986 

1985, Year in Review 
The year 1985 was very succesful for the Royal Ranger Ministry in Southern Missouri District. These are 
some of the highlights. The District Pow Wow was held at Ft. Leonard Wood, with Fred Deaver, National 
FCF President, as speaker. Attendance was 898 with 54 churches represented and 146 boys accepted 
Christ. 
During 1985, Gold Medal of Achievements were presented to: Shannon Michel, Nixa A/G; Terry Murray, 
First A/G, Poplar Bluff; Dale Holman and Bryant Wright, Calvary A/G, Festus; Eddie Cone, First A/G, 
Osceola; Elvin Weddle Jr., First A/G, Lebanon; and Andy McHaffie, Patterson A/G. 
District Rangers of the Year were Gabe Lett (Pioneer), Andrew Cummings (Trailblazer), and Thad Beeler 
(Trail Ranger). Andrew Cummings was also selected Gulf Regional Trailblazer of the Year and Thad 
Beeler was selected as Gulf Regional Trail Ranger of the Year. 

1986 Calendar 
April 5 – District RR Council 
April 19 – District RR of the Year Testing 
May 1 – FCF Applications Due 
May 8-11 – Buckaroo/Straight Arrow Commander Conference in Springfield 
May 16-17 – Divisional Spring FCF Outing and Phase 1 Testing 
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June 13-14 – Western Division Pow Wow 
June 20-21 – Eastern Division Pow Wow 
July 22-26 – National Camporama – Eagle Rock, Mo. 
September 29-30 – District FCF Fall Trace 

March/April 1986 

Gold Medal of Achievement Awards 
National Royal Rangers Commander, Johnnie Barnes presented the Gold Medal of Achievement to Andy 
McHaffie on December 8, 1986. Andy is from Patterson Assembly of God Church. 
SW Division Commander Doug Ayres presented Elvin Weddle, Jr. of First Assembly of God, Lebanon, a 
Gold Medal of Achievement award on January 5, 1986. Pictured with Elvin are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Elvin Weddle, Sr. 
The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award a Royal Ranger can earn. Congratulations to both of 
these boys. 

May/June 1986 

Outstanding Service Award 
On March 1, 1986, Reverend Joel Clark was recognized for his outstanding service to the Royal Rangers 
ministry. Reverend Clark, Pastor of Second Assembly of God Church in Joplin, Missouri, was presented 
the Outstanding Service Award by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser at the Saturday night banquet and 
outpost council of achievement. 

Reverend Clark has been involved in Royal Rangers by supporting his outpost with encouragement by 
attending with them several District Pow Wows and Sports-a-Ramas, Sectional, Area and Outpost activities 
and also by attending the Royal Rangers Leadership Training Course. 

We always appreciate any and all pastors who become involved in the Royal Rangers ministry. 
Congratulations to Pastor Joel Clark on receiving the Outstanding Service Award. 

National FCF President, Fred Deaver was the banquet speaker and will be the speaker at the 1986 Southern 
Missouri District Pow Wows, which will be held on June 13-14 at Pomme de Terre Lake and on June 20-
21 at Washington State Park. 

July/August 1986 

1985 District Royal Ranger of the Year Chosen 
At the end of each year, the local outposts in the various churches choose their top Royal Ranger in each 
age group to be entered into Area, Sectional and then Divisional competition. The purpose of the Ranger of 
the Year Program is to give proper recognition to the young men for their achievements in the Royal 
rangers ministry. 

The boys were give a very comprehensive test, oral and written, on various topics in the Royal Rangers 
handbooks and the Bible. The boy in each age division with the highest score is then chosen as the 
Southern Missouri District Ranger of the Year. 

Thad Beeler and Andrew Cummings represented our district at the Regional Ranger of the Year Testing in 
Memphis, TN on May 3rd, and won the title of Gulf Region rangers of the Year for 1985. Thad Beeler was 
the recipient of a $500 Scholarship for the second year. Thad Beeler will go on to national competition. 
Congratulations go to all of these young men for their accomplishments. 

1985 Divisional Rangers of the Year 
Air-Sea-Trail Rangers: Thad Beeler, David Hoelzel, Dale Holman 
Trailblazers: Andrew Cummings, Todd Medley, Phillip Sweet 
Pioneers: Gabe Lett, Marty Martin, Kevin Kilkinson 
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September/October 1986 

1986 Royal Rangers Pow Wows Report 
The theme for the Pow Wows this year was “Homestead Days” with the activities centered around that 
theme. The total attendance for both Pow Wows was 809 (Eastern 392 and Western 417). During the 
Friday night Council Fire services 86 boys were saved at the Western Pow Wow and 82 at the Eastern Pow 
Wow and one boy was baptized in the Holy Spirit. We give God the glory for what He is doing in the lives 
of our boys through the Royal Rangers ministry. Many awards were presented. 

November/December 1986 

Camporama Report 
On July 22-26, 84 men and boys from the Southern Missouri District attended the National Royal Rangers 
Camporama at Eagle Rock, MO. The delegation from our District won the third place trophy in Archway 
Contest. 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
On Sunday morning, September 7, Brad Hayward, son of Randy and Corda Hayward, was presented the 
Gold Medal of Achievement by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser. Brad attends Stockton Assembly. 
The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards that a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger 
program. 

January/February 1987 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented 
The Gold Medal of Achievement (GMA) was presented to Carl Tucker by District Commander, Jerry 
Millhouser during the evening worship service at Seneca Assembly of God on Sunday, September 7. Rev. 
Ernest R. Friend is the pastor of the Assembly in Seneca. Carl is the 62nd young man in the Southern 
Missouri District to receive the Gold Medal of Achievement and is the 1241st in the nation. 

 The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which a boy can earn in the Royal Rangers 
program. To earn this award a boys has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the Trailblazers and 
Air-Sea-Trail Rangers age levels plus earn 19 of the advanced awards. 

Also, Carl has earned six additional advanced awards to qualify him for the Gold Buffalo Award which 
was presented to him at the same time. 

1987 Schedule of Events 
Feb. 20 – F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting 
Apr. 3 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
Apr. 4 – District Royal Ranger Council 
Apr. 18 – District R.R. of the Year Testing 
May 1 – F.C.F. Applications Due 
May 16-17 – Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 11-13 – District Pow Wow 
July 22-25 – District JTC 
Sept. 18-19 – District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
Sept. 25-27 – District Men’s Retreat 
Oct. 9 – District R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
Oct. 17 – District Commanders Conference 

March/April 1987 

New District Royal Rangers Commander – Don Franklin 
As the new Royal Rangers District Commander, I am thrilled to be a part of this great ministry to boys. 
Thank God, we still have the answer to boys’ needs everywhere: Jesus Christ, The Hope of the world! 
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Pastor, I look forward to meeting you and your Rangers. As a former pastor, I know the aims and goals of 
church leaders. And I will do everything I can to help your Royal Rangers ministry become all it was 
designed to be: distinctively Pentecostal, Bible-based, and Christ-honoring. 

Pastor, I invite your hearty participation in Royal Ranger activities, We have excellent organization, Spirit-
filled leaders, and ambitious soul-winning goals. In each of our functions we lift Christ and encourage altar 
services and times of waiting on God. We encourage Ranger leaders to bathe everything they do in 

prayer! 

Please address all Royal Rangers mail to me in care of the new district office: 528 W. Battlefield 
Rd./Springfield, MO 65807. Please feel free to call me at my home phone, which is (417) 865-4242. 

I value your ideas and suggestions regarding improvement of our program/ministry. Please share with me 
your victories, advancements, and special needs. 

Be assured of my prayers for you as together we reach, teach, and keep boys for Jesus Christ! 

May/June 1987 

Get Ready for Western Days 
1987 RR Pow Wow – June 11-13, Ft. Leonard Wood, MO with Mark Gentry 
Now’s the time to get ready for our exciting all-district Royal Rangers Pow Wow. It’ll be three days of 
pure fun, fellowship, camping, competitive skills, and stirring campfire devotions. So start loadin’ up the 
chuckwagon, grease the axles, round up the strays, and get ‘em branded. Plan now to hit the trail for Fort 
Leonard Wood and help us celebrate the 25th anniversary of Royal Rangers. 
There’ll be prospectin’ times, stampedes, cowboy chores, showdowns, and trails end. We’ll walk western, 
talk western, wear western, and eat western. We’ll relive the great times of our famous west. 
Mark Gentry’s colorful presentations are unforgettable. He presents the message of Jesus: It is the message 
of America! Hear it sung and preached through the voice of the past: The French Trapper, the Continental 
Soldier, the California Vaquero, and others. Join us now in strong prayer for a special outpouring of God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

July/August 1987 

District Ranger of the Year Competition 
Eight excellent, highly motivated Rangers met at Rolla, Mo., April 18 for state finals Ranger of the Year 
competition. Special thanks to Rev. Gary Bartle toe his gracious assistance in providing facilities for this 
event at the Rolla Assembly of God church. 
Competition was keen, results were close. Finalist were: Pioneers – Erick Michel, Trailblazers – Bryan 
Burwick, and Trail Ranger – Thad Beeler. 
In the Gulf Region Finals the competition was even keener, but our two Ranger of the Year finalist won top 
honors over all others. Special congratulations to Regional Trailblazer of the Year, Bryan Burwick (Nixa) 
and to Regional Trail Ranger of the Year, Thad Beeler, (Joplin). 
We’re extremely proud of all our contestants who distinguished themselves in extensive Bible 
memorization, camping skills such as survival, toolcraft, ropecraft, first aid, nature study, campcraft, plus 
many other skills which train them spiritually, mentally, physically, and socially. This is what “Ranger of 
the Year” competition is all about. 
I am extremely proud of each of our contestants and our Ranger leaders who put forth tremendous efforts to 
excel for Christ. You are to be commended for your excellence, hard work, training, and Christ-like 
attributes. You are ALL winners! 
The eight contestants were: 
Pioneers – Joshua Burgess (NW Division), Stan Roberts (NE Division), and Erick Michel (SW Division) 
Trailblazers – Kevin Gilkison (NW Division), and Bryan Burwick (SW Division) 
Trail Rangers – Michael Ketcher (NW Division), Darrell Liggett (SE Division), and Thad Beeler (SW 
Division) 
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September/October 1987 

1987 Royal Rangers Pow Wow Report – Unforgettable 
670 Royal Rangers came in celebration of our 25th anniversary of worldwide ministry to boys. Each boy 
who came was the tangible result of the vision for souls coming from the hearts of district officers, pastors, 
and leaders who, through Royal Rangers, are changing lives for Christ! Thank God for dedicated men who 
believe in Royal Rangers! 

We camped along the Big Piney River in a beautiful tree-studded valley at Fort Leonard Wood. Our Army 
hosts graciously provided all our needs, for which we are grateful. 

Camping skills were in evidence as Rangers skillfully constructed campsites featuring western themes. 
Careful inspectors awarded first place to Patterson A/G (Outpost #12), second place to Joplin 2nd A/G 
(Outpost #73), and third place to Southside A/G, St. Louis (Outpost # 90). It was close! 

Pow Wow competition includes uniform inspection, control/discipline, campcraft, sanitation, health/safety, 
and Christian conduct. Over-all winners were classified according to Sunday school attendance of those 
over 150 and those under 149. Results were: 

Over 150: 1st place - #73, 2nd A/G, Joplin; 2nd place - #211, W. County A/G, Chesterfield; 3rd place - #53, 
Trinity Tabernacle, Bridgeton; 4th place - #114, Park Crest, Springfield A/G. 

Under 149: 1st place - #159, Westport A/G, Springfield; 2nd place - #15, First A/G, Lee’s Summit; 3rd place 
- #12 Full Gospel A/G, Patterson; 4th place - #100, Ironton A/G. 

Our warmest appreciation and heartfelt thanks goes to scores of hard-working, devoted Ranger leaders who 
faithfully worked as a team to produce this successful Pow Wow. We are grateful, too, for each presbyter, 
pastor, and parent who lovingly supported us in our continued effort to reach, teach and keep boys for Jesus 
Christ. 

Pictures show: 
1) Our theme was “Western Days”. Rangers wore western, walked western, talked western, and ate 

western. The enjoyed unique western campfire devotions featuring Camp Speaker, Mark Gentry, 
Royal Rangers Deputy National Commander. 

2) Excellent altar responses resulted as 75 boys made new commitments to Christ. God’s presence was 
very real as the Holy Spirit moved wonderfully among Rangers in individual campsite devotions. 

3) The Frontiersman Camping Fraternity (FCF) initiated many new candidates, under the skilled guidance 
of President Gary Roberts. The FCF is an elite organization within Royal Rangers emphasizing 
Christian Service, missions, and character/leadership development – all for Christ. 

4) Highlight were provided when a U.S. Army helicopter landed, providing the boys with a rare 
opportunity to explore the aircraft, sit at the controls, and talk to pilots. Also a unique “Fly-by” 
occurred when 2 USAF A-10’s swooped down in an ear-splitting power dive, right on cue, delighting 
hundreds of boys gathered. Visits to the base museum provided added excitement. What a time we 

had! 

November/December 1987 

Billy Allen receives Gold Medal of Achievement 
Billy Allen, of First A/G, Seneca, MO was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement on September 27, the 
highest award a boy can earn in Royal Rangers. Bill’s GMA presentation marks the nation’s 1,381st, and 
Southern Missouri’s 63rd. 

1987 Fall Trace Report 
The Fall Trace was held on the shores of the Missouri River in Ft. Osage, Silby, MO. Nearly 100 men and 
boys came to worship God, celebrate frontier activities, and enjoy fellowship with members of the 
Frontiersman Camping Fraternity. Over $1,070 was given to specific missions needs, a new high for F.C.F. 
giving. 
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1987 National Ranger of the Year Competition 
1987 National Ranger of the Year finals were held on July 22, at the Ramada Inn, Springfield, MO. Our 
own Thad Beeler, of Joplin, MO, was one of the finalist. Congratulation to Thad for reaching the top level 
of Ranger of the Year competition. 

January/February 1988 

Is Royal Rangers Really Necessary? 
Is Royal Rangers Really Needed? These questions demand honest answers and you’re going to get them. 

1988 promises to be history’s most challenging, problematic year for kids. They’ll be facing their deadliest 
enemy – Satan – in daily, mortal combat. They’ll be dazzled by all his smooth pretensions, clever tricks and 
silky seductions. 

They’ll be forced to cope with unbelievably powerful peer pressures that’d crush old-timers. They’ll view 
sophisticated sin with eyes of bewilderment. Their young, impressionable minds will be bombarded with 
shock waves of temptation. 

In all of 1988 their ears will be assaulted by raucous blasts of music that’ll hypnotize them into trance-like 
states of submission. Music’s diabolical degeneracy will create inner cravings that only God can change. 
Fascinating rhythms that pervade society will seek them out with tempting tentacles, creating mindless 
addiction. They will be overwhelmed with the urge to “give in”, “try it – you’ll like it”, and “if it feels good 
do it”! 

The world of 1988 won’t be an easy world for your kids to live in. They’ll be staring in wide-eyed 
fascination at gyrating jerks who glamorize lewd lifestyles and alley-cat morals – spaced out freaks 
parading around like pathetic peacocks – strutting, oddly attractive oddballs that defy description – who, 
amazingly, are rewarded for their mysterious maunderings by getting paid millions of dollars by adoring, 
gullible teenagers who help and hope to perpetuate such madness! 

Why is it that the very rowdiest role models that leave parents cold, leave kids excited? Zany antics that 
turn us off, turn them on! It seems the stranger the act, the more fascinating it becomes – the more bizarre it 
is, the appealing it will be! Hell casts its hypnotic spell, enslaving onlookers with an invisible, demonic 
hook. The result? Imitation and adulation! 

In 1988 our children will be forced to continually juggle virtue and vice in a never-ending teeter-totter of 
uncertainty. Their moral values will be shell-shocked, dazzled, and dazed by a glittering array of deceptions 
served up by the biggest liar of them all, Satan. Wrong mysteriously become right, bad unaccountably 
becomes good! 

I’ll admit, it’s not a pretty picture for youth. You already know that every kid in every church will face 
corruption by relentless, tireless soul-stealers. Elaborate plans made in hell predict doom for kids. The trap 
is set. 

So – is ROYAL RANGERS really necessary and needed? A thousand times “YES”! We deliberately 
emphasize Christ as the Savior of this world, not megabucks, drugs, illicit sex, hedonism. Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, is our Supreme Authority Figure, The One Worthy of worship, not some duped, doped, 
drugged, drunken rock star! 

Living in a crazy, mixed-up world like ours makes it hard for kids to discern between the good, the bad and 
the ugly. And that’s where ROYAL RANGERS comes in! ROYAL RANGERS exists to evangelize boys 
for Christ, develop the total boy spiritually, mentally, physically, and socially; to keep boys in church. 
Broad aims of ROYAL RANGERS are to instruct, challenge, and inspire our boys in the areas of Bible 
doctrine, Christian service, moral conduct, and the basic beliefs of our church, through interesting activities 
boys enjoy. 

Any way you look at it, I’M SOLD ON ROYAL RANGERS! Why? Because it’s (1) Christ-honoring, (2) 
Bible-based, and (3) distinctively Pentecostal! 
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March/April 1988 

District Boys Win Top Awards 
Medal of Valor winner, 7-year old Timothy Teed, saved the life of his 3-year old sister. While standing 
near a corral of unbroken horses, T.J.’s sister walked into the corral behind on of the horses. T.J. ran to 
push her out of the way so she would not get hurt. He himself was kicked in the chest and hospitalized. 
Doctors said the blow would have crushed the girl’s skull and broken her neck. Timothy has recovered 
nicely from his injuries and has since given his heart to the Lord. 

Gold Medal of Achievement (GMA) awards, the top award a boy can earn in Royal Rangers, were earned 
by 3 of our District Rangers recently. They are: Bryan Burwick 14, Ozark A/G; Andrew Cummings 16, 
Springfield Central A/G; and Mark Logan 16, Carthage First A/G. 

Gold Buffalo Awards (representing 6 additional awards above the GMA) were earned by Bryan Burwick, 
Andrew Cummings, Mark Logan and Shannon Michael 17 of Nixa A/G. 

The Silver Buffalo Award, another exceptional award, was given to Shannon Michael who completed 13 
additional advancements beyond those required for the GMA. 

RANGERS – WE’RE VERY, VERY PROUD OF YOU!!! 

Annual All-District Pow-Wow, June 9-11, 1988 at beautiful Fort Leonard Wood. Make plans now to attend 
this exciting event featuring an Indian theme. 

May/June 1988 

Royal Rangers – A Dream come True! 
When I was a kid growing up in an Assemblies of God church, I would have given anything to belong to 
the local boy’s club. Oh! How I envied them! Their sharp uniforms, special meetings, exciting activities, 
trips, campouts… Man, that was the life! I ached to join them. But it cost too much. I just couldn’t get with 
the program. So – I went without. 

But Royal Rangers cancels all that emptiness and disappointment. Thank God, Royal Rangers is affordable, 
is designed for every church, every situation. It fills gaps. It stretches itself to accommodate variable 
conditions. It expands for explosive growth. It’s as modern as tomorrow, as current as your calendar. 

The longer I work with Royal Rangers, the more I am convinced this ministry was born in the heart of God. 
It fits hand-in-glove with our organizational concepts, our doctrine, our system. It merges. It meshes. 
Smoothly 

Visiting our 12 sections during sectional councils revealed to me some amazing strengths of Southern 
Missouri Royal Rangers. I was delighted to learn that there are many pastors out there enrolling in 
Leadership Training Courses, reaping its benefits. Some pastors are even teaching it to other ambitious 
men. Naturally, this gives our ministry a strong, stable spiritual foundation. Thanks God! 

I’ve run across men who began as boys in Royal Rangers. Men of all types – pastors, missionaries, youth 
leaders, Commanders, doctors (you’d be surprised how many doctors and other professional men serve as 
Ranger leaders), businessmen, - you name it, we’ve got it. 

This tells me that this vitally important program is getting the job done exactly as God intended: to reach, 
teach and keep boys for Jesus Christ. And, more importantly, to train them to become church leaders of 
tomorrow. That makes me sleep better at night. That tells me our labors of love are on the right track, on 
target. 

Occasionally we honor one of our outstanding boys who has risen to the “top” of achievement levels. And 
we see in him the bright promise of our church’s future. Pastor, he could be one of your boys, in your 
church, listening to your sermons, watching your administration, catching your vision for the lost. Think 
about it. 

What about your investments, pastor? Stock market? Too Risky. Why not invest in the future of your 
church: Boys. Your computer could never figure the far reaching effects of your Godly investment in his 
highly successful ministry. So keep on investing, planting, nurturing. Use these proven principles. 
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Maybe, some day, a little kid like I used to be, will walk into your church and discover what thousands of 
others have discovered: Royal Rangers is a dream come true! 

Important Dates to Remember 
June 9-11, 1988: District Pow Wow, Ft. Leonard Wood, Indian Theme, Minimal cost , high benefits 
June 28-July 2, 1988: FCF Territorial Rendezvous, at NRRTC, Eagle Rock, MO 

July/August 1988 

Congratulations to Our Award Winners 
Ranger of the Year regional finals were held at Ridgeway Assembly, Memphis, Tennessee. Competing 
were our own Shannon Michel (Trail Rangers), and Eric Michel (Trailblazers). Competition was keen as 
bos from many states presented themselves as contestants. Our 2 representatives were outstanding in every 
way. We are very proud of you Rangers, nice going! 
Special thanks to Don Cobb, S.W. Divisional Commander, and to Don Higinbotham, Deputy District 
Commander, for supervising our Rangers and providing transportation to and from the Regionals. 
Pioneer of the Year award winner is Joshua Burgen from First A/G, Warrensburg. 

Pinewood Derby Winners 
The “derby” was conducted at the Des Peres A/G, St. Louis, by the N.E. Divisional Royal Rangers on 
March 26, 1988. Approximately 300 attended. 

Medal of Valor 
The Medal of Valor was presented to James Ventimiglia on March 19, 1988, by Carl Crackel, Royal 
Rangers N.E. Division Commander. Commander Ventimiglia himself suffering from a severe back injury 
requiring special care, risked his life by going into the swift, dangerous waters of the Meramec River to 
rescue a drowning man. Both made it safely to shore. For his outstanding bravery and risk of life, 
Ventimiglia deserves special commendation and congratulations. 

Aviation Week 
July 15-16 – Aviation Week – Sky Haven Airport - $15.00 Event includes Airplane ride, meets most 
requirements for Advanced Aviation Award. Build a Balsam wood airplane. Three miles west of 
Warrensburg on Highway 50. For information contact Dan Burgen, First A/G. Warrensburg. 

September/October 1988 

1988 Royal Rangers Pow Wow – Outstanding! 
Hundreds of Royal rangers converged on Ft. Leonard Wood in anticipation of several days and nights of 
camping, competition, fellowship, and stirring campfire devotionals. They were not disappointed! Over 100 
boys prayed the sinner’s prayer as God wonderfully moves upon young hearts during altar services and 
worship times. 

Ft. Leonard Wood was most beautiful! Army personnel provided all our needs and were gracious hosts. 
The weather turned cool, creating unexpectedly ideal camping situations. Thanks to exceptional teamwork, 
things went smoothly. 

Special thanks go to many men who tirelessly worked long hours to make this annual occasion possible. 
They drove hundreds of miles and sacrificed time off from work just to stage this event for boys. Our 
deepest appreciation goes to staff officers Bob Fox, Rev. James “Parson” McHaffie, Carl Crackel Jr., Don 
Bixler, Bob Root, Bill Cerutti, Wayne Medley, Max Towler, Don Higinbotham, James , Lorel Clark, Steve 
Copeland, Don Cobb, Gary Roberts, and Dr. James Hilburn M.D. who served as physician. Many others 
provided expert assistance in event held. Again, thanks pastors, for “loaning” us your topnotch Ranger 
leaders to provide Pow Wow leadership. Many of our pastors were in attendance. Fred Deaver was camp 
speaker. 

Competition was tremendous! Handsome trophies were awarded to churches averaging over 150. They 
were: 1st Place: #73, Joplin 2nd A/G; 2nd Place: #107, Bolivar 1st A/G; 3rd Place: #211, W. County A/G; 4th 
Place: #88, Raytown Central A/G. Similar trophies were awarded to churches with the highest averages 
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under 149. They were: 1st Place: #12, Patterson; 2nd Place: #13, Aurora 1st A/G; 3rd Place: #85, 
Susquehanna;  4th Place #270, Centerville. Congratulations to all for your excellent participation. 

Colorful costumes, innovative campsites, and exciting frontier-type displays added flavor to this Pow 
Wow. Costume judging was a special feature. Everyone was a winner! Prizes went to Straight Arrow 
Joshua Martin, #27, Washington Park Fellowship; Buckaroo Josh Luetkemeyer, #110, Western Hills; 
Pioneer Jonathan Cardenes, #110, Western Hills, Jefferson City; Trailblazer Rodney Sebaugh, #204, 
Jackson; and top-costumed Commander was Gary Tyler, #204, Jackson. 

Thanks Rangers for all your prayers, sacrifice, and dedication. You did a great job in making this an 
unforgettable Pow Wow! 

Pictures also show scenes from National FCF Rendezvous 

November/December 1988 

Points to Ponder – Do’s and Don’ts for Parents 
DON’T crush a child’s spirit when he fails. Never compare him with others who may have outshone him. 

Do remember that a boy is a gift from God. Let him be himself. He is an individual and should not be 
pushed into the mold of a parent, a brother, a sister, or someone else. 

Don’t hand a boy everything his little heart desires. Permit him to learn the thrill of earning, and the joy of 
achieving. 

Do discipline him lovingly and firmly, and explain why. If he knows you are fair, he will continue to love 
and respect you. 

Don’t set yourself up as the epitome of perfection. It will be easier to communicate with the boy if you 
admit that Dad and Mom are fallible too. 

Do remember that anger and hostility are natural emotions. Help the boy find socially acceptable outlets for 
these normal feelings. 

Don’t make threats in anger! Don’t make impossible promises when you are in a generous mood. To a boy, 
a parent’s word means everything, so never make a threat or a promise you won’t or cannot keep. 

Do present a unified front as parents. Don’t allow your child to pit one parent against another by strategy, 
or try to divide parental unity. If you join with your child against your mate, it will create emotional 
conflicts in the child. It may result in feelings of guilt, confusion, and insecurity. 

Don’t smother your son with superficial manifestations of “love”. The purest and healthiest love expresses 
itself in day-in, day-out training that breeds self-confidence and independence. Love can be expressed in 
denying as well as permitting. 

Do teach your son there is dignity in hard work. Let him know a useful life is a happy life, while a life of 
ease and pleasure is empty and meaningless. 

Don’t protect him against every little blow and disappointment. Adversity strengthens character and makes 
us compassionate. 

Do teach a boy to love God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength. Show him that prayer, Bible 
reading, Sunday school and church attendance are most important. Example is a powerful force. The best 
gift you can give your son is training that will develop a deep and abiding faith in God. 

Parent, DO remember that that’s what Royal Rangers is all about! 

January/February 1989 

What is the FCF? 
By way of information given in the Messenger, is my desire to keep you informed on the pattern, progress 
and promotion of the Royal Rangers ministry. Pastor, you are cordially invited to inquire about any phase 
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of Royal Rangers. We are extremely proud of the many pastors who support and participate in this vital 
ministry for boys. Their contribution is immeasurable. 

If you have not already begun a Royal Rangers program in your church, please allow me to assist you in 
developing this highly profitable ministry that reaches, teaches, and keeps boys for Christ. Call me 
anytime! 

In this issue I’d like to describe one of the departments of Royal Rangers: The FCF. 

Question: “What is the purpose of the FCF?” 
Answer: To provide a brotherhood of topnotch achievers – men and boys who have excelled in the Royal 
Rangers program, campcraft, and completion of Leadership Training Course. It develops a corps of elite 
Royal Rangers who strive to be the very best in Christian example, activity, and leadership. 

Question: “What is the nature of the FCF?” 
Answer: The FCF does not have definite responsibilities for implementing and particular phase of the 
overall Royal Rangers program. Its main purpose is for recognition and promotion, rather than functional. 
Its members are encouraged to become absorbed in the Royal Rangers program on the level where they are 
most needed to serve and assist. They can then contribute a great deal to the program by being an example 
in enthusiasm and involvement. Special missions projects and goals are commonplace to FCF members. 
They are vitally interested in, and contribute toward, missions. 

Question: “What is the name of our Southern Missouri Chapter?” 
Answer: The Daniel Boone Chapter, named after one of America’s great heroes. 

Question: “Why do FCF members wear special costumes?” 
Answer: The FCF is no a secret order. However, to create more interest, excitement, and mystery, special 
costumes and outfits are made and worn by FCF members to represent a re-enactment of early American 
frontiersmen whom, by their courage, skills, and abilities help build America. Costumes provide added 
color and interest and are especially attractive to boys. 

Although special inductions into the FCF are confidential in nature, they are planned as exciting 
adventures, memorable experiences, and meaningful tests of knowledge of God’s Word, church beliefs, 
leadership skills, and campcraft. 

National Training Camp 
Picture shows Johnnie Barnes Lodge at National Royal Rangers Training Center, Eagle Rock, MO, 
September National Training Camp, 1988. Picture includes Johnnie Barnes, Don Franklin, Randall 
Hoffman, Daniel Graves, Bryan Gentry, Richard Marchand, Ken Storey, Jim Anderson, Brian Sloan, Troy 
Teague, and Dennis Elya. 

Gold Medal of Achievement 
August 14, 1988 at Park Crest A/G. Springfield, MO, Royal Rangers Outpost #114, celebrated Curt 
Baldwin Night. He received the coveted Gold Medal of Achievement, the highest award a boy can earn in 
Royal Rangers. Pictured are (left to right) Pastor Jack Ellsworth, Helen Baldwin, Curt Baldwin, District 
Commander Don Franklin, and General Superintendent Raymond Carlson. 

March/April 1989 

Goals for Raising Children 
Evangelist Billy Graham wrote an article for Family Weekly Magazine, Oct. 1, 1972. He list goals he and 
his wife Ruth had established in raising their children. There were five main points: 

1. LEARN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG. – Children have to learn that they 
are not the center of the universe, that there are rules for living, just as there are rules for Ping-Pong or 
bowling; and the game of life, like other games, is no game at all without rules. 

2. HONESTY IS REWARDING. – Teach your children that life isn’t easy, that it is a struggle, a conflict, 
and that it takes more character to do right than wrong. And that honesty is akin to happiness and a 
good conscience is a valuable possession. 
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3. SUFFERING IS A PART OF LIFE. Teach your kids that life is not a mere parade of pleasure, good 
time and having fun, but that suffering, inconvenience, and hardship are part of a normal life. They 
should know that difficulties are made to be used, surmounted, and triumphed over. 

4. SELF-DISCIPLINE IS A GOOD THING. In a child’s growing years parents must take the 
responsibility in discipline. Until the kids are able to discipline themselves, they will need outside 
discipline. A criminal, basically, is a person who never matures, and that is why he must be disciplined 
by judges, juries and the courts, and even imprisonment. This is also one of the reasons I believe in 
Biblical judgement, for there are some people who never mature, never repent, and never desire change 
and improvement in their natures. If we don’t discipline ourselves, someone else must discipline us. 

5. THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN. Taking your kids to church is futile unless you go with them. 
Reading the Bible is useless unless you as parents practice the precepts therein before your kids. The 
best way to teach is by example, and kids see what you believe better than they hear what you say. 

May/June 1989 

Words To Be Forever Eliminated From Our Vocabulary. 
These printed helps are for ministry to boys. Use them! Most of these excerpts were taken from “Are All 
Your Children Safe?” by Ban Betzer. Revivaltime Media Ministries, P.O. Box 70, Springfield, MO 65802. 
Used by permission. Comments added. 
1. “STUPID” or “DUMB” A child being called a dunce with such words, believes it. Many adults are 

marred by the fact that they doubt their own mentality since such words were used on them by parents. 
We all do “dumb” things at times, but it is unkind and destructive to be labeled with such words. 

2. “CLUMSY” Nearly every teenager is going to have his turn at knocking over the milk! Kids grow so 
fast that their arms often outgrow their bodies. Coordination suffers. Everything is so new to use that it 
is awkward. They don’t need anyone to point out such embarrassing facts. So – be patient with them in 
their formative years. 

3. “LAZY” Few kids get enough sleep. The fast-growing teenager who sleeps until 10am may very well 
need such sleep in order to gather new strength. Once up and full of breakfast, kids should have plenty 
of work to do that they will prove they are not “lazy”. At times they will undoubtedly balk over their 
assignments, but try to find a way to motivate them tactfully, without resorting to tactless term, such as 
“lazy”. 

4. “SLOB” This word often gets used on the extremely active person who has a tendency to leave a 
cluttered trail behind him. Such persons need to be trained to put things away. It is true that a cluttered 
life is often a frustrated life, but words will not help – They’ll only drive the problem deeper. 
Remember too, that kids often reflect their parent’s faults as well as their strong points. Think about 
that. 

5. “SICKLY” or “I DON’T KNOW WHAT IT IS ABOUT YOU, BUT YOU’RE ALWAYS SICK!” 
Here is one reason why some people generally stay sick all their lives. They have psychologically 
“bought” a package of sickness! Speak health and wholeness in words you use to your kids. 

6. AVOID NICKNAMES that are degrading such as “Butterball”, “Four-eyes”, “Brace-face”, “String-
bean”, etc. Kids need to be constantly reassured that they are normal and loved. If you are going to use 
a nickname, be sure that it is a positive, pleasing one. Remember that nicknames have a way of 
sticking with a person throughout his life. 

July/August 1989 

Congratulations Royal Ranger (of the Year) Finalist! 
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO THREE OUTSTANDING ROYAL RANGERS who were chosen 
as District Finalist. They are PIONEER (ages 9-11) BRANDON HEMBREE, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley 
Hembree, who attend Seneca A/G, pastored by Rev. Ernest Friend; TRAILBLAZER (ages 12-14) SCOTT 
HOLMAN, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Holman, who attend Calvary A/G, Festus, pastored by D. Wayne 
Danner; and TRAIL RANGER (ages 15-17) ANDREW CUMMINGS, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Cummings, who attend Central A/G, Springfield, pastored by Rev. Phil Wannenmacher. 

Competition was keen as many boys met in intense testing at Rolla A/G, graciously hosted by Pastor John 
Thompson. Lorel Clark, Special Aide-de-Camp of Bel Ridge, conducted the testing. Special thanks to him 
for his leadership as Ranger of the Year Coordinator. 
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South Central Regional finals were held May 6, at Ridgeway A/G in Memphis. The boys distinguished 
themselves admirably in direct competition with some of America’s finest boys. 

We are thrilled to announce that Andrew Cummings was chosen as the South Central Region TRAIL 
RANGER of the Year! He won a $500.00 scholarship and a special jacket. He will now compete in 
National Finals July 14-16, here in Springfield, against 7 other regional finalist. 

Just what is “Ranger of the Year”? This is a program with Royal Rangers which provides recognition to 
outstanding boys who distinguish themselves in Christian Service, church and school activities, 
advancements and awards, outpost conduct and participation, personal appearance, participation in work 
projects, Bible Study, and attitude. 

We’re extremely proud of every boy involved in this exciting, worthwhile program! Special thanks to every 
parent, commander, and pastor who supported this very worthy program within Royal Rangers. 

September/October 1989 

In Memoriam: Rev. Johnnie Barnes, Royal Rangers National Commander, 1962-1989 
Our beloved National Commander, Johnnie Barnes, died in his home June 15, 1989. Funeral services were 
held June 19 at Central Assembly, Springfield, presided over by Rev. G. Raymond Carlson, General 
Superintendent of the Assemblies of God. 

Born August 16, 1927 in Pettus, Texas. Johnnie Barnes entered the ministry and became ordained with the 
North Texas District of the Assemblies of God in 1950. He served seven years as an evangelist, four years 
as pastor of Electra, Texas and as Youth Director of North Texas from 1960-1961. 

Dr. Barnes became founder and National Commander of the new Royal Rangers program for boys, which 
began in 1962. Royal Rangers groups in the USA now number 5,290 with 128,298 members. The ministry 
now operates in 43 countries, has numerous publications and handbooks in German, French, Spanish, and 
Braille. It is estimated the more than one million boys have, through the years, been involved in Royal 
Rangers. 

In 1985 the National Royal Rangers Training Center, Johnnie’s dream and vision became reality. The 
Assemblies of God purchased 1,533 acres near Eagle Rock, Missouri. The training center continues to be 
used as a means of training men to be effective in reaching, teaching and keeping boys for Christ. As 
National Commander, Barnes was senior editor of High Adventure and High Adventure Leader, quarterly 
magazines for boys with a circulation of about 87,000. He also authored numerous other Royal Ranger 
handbooks. 

Dr. Barnes received the prestigious God and Service Award form the National Church Commission for 
Civic Youth Services Agencies, and has appeared in Who’s Who in America. 

Johnnie’s love for boys never seemed to diminish. No one we know seemed to speak of boys with such 
loving kindness. His memory will never die. Rather, it will live on in the hearts of multiple thousands of 
men and boys the world over. We have seen the love of God flowing to others through a human channel in 
its purest form. Thus, Johnnie Barnes became the role model for countless boys, many of whom are now 
men, leaders in our churches. Johnnie laid a solid foundation of fait, love and sacrificial service. His 
offering was accepted as complete on Thursday evening, June 15, 1989 in Springfield, Missouri. 

“There was a man sent from God…” and his name was Johnnie – Johnnie Barnes, in whom loving memory 
this article is dedicated. 

November/December 1989 

Ranger of the Year Banquet 
On Tuesday evening, July 18, 1989 the Royal Ranger of the Year banquet was held in Springfield, MO. 
The event, emceed by Rev. Ken Riemenschneider, National Secretary of Men’s Ministries Department, 
honored the regional finalist in the Ranger of the Year competition. 

Andrew Cummings, 17 of Springfield, MO, Central Assembly, pastored by Rev. Phil Wannenmacher, was 
named as Royal Ranger of the Year Runner-up. Our special congratulations to Andy on achieving his goals 
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so admirably and for representing us in national competition. Andrew is the son of Paul and Marianne 
Cummings. 

Our warmest congratulations to each of these (the following) young men who have distinguished 
themselves in so many ways. Our commendations to their parents and spiritual leaders for their warm 
support and encouragement. 

Gold Medal of Achievement – Phill Rowell 
August 9, 1989 Phil Rowell, Royal Rangers Trail Ranger of First A/G, Raytown, MO (pastored by Rev. 
Ray Hundley, Associate Pastor Dan Bell), was honored by receiving the highest award a boy can earn in 
Royal Rangers, the Gold Medal of Achievement. Shown pictured are Rev, Don Franklin (District 
Commander), Phil Rowell (commissioned Junior Commander), Bill Cerutti (Sectional Commander), and 
Don Bixler (NW Divisional Commander). A reception followed, honoring Phil and his accomplishments. 

Gold Medal of Achievement – Kevin Hannah 
August 20, 1989 Kevin Hannah, son of Jesse and Gloria Hannah, received the coveted Gold Medal of 
Achievement for having reached the pinnacle of accomplishment as a Royal Ranger. He also qualified to 
receive the Gold Buffalo and Silver Buffalo Awards for having earned an additional 13 advancements. A 
reception followed. Shown pictured are, from left to right, Mrs. Juanita Barnes, wife of former National 
Commander Johnnie Barnes, Kevin Hannah, and Rev. Paul Stanek. 

New National Royal Ranger Commander Appointed 
Ken Hunt, Promotions Coordinator to the national Royal Rangers ministry since November 1988, has been 
named National Commander for Royal Rangers. Mr. Hunt is appointed to succeed the late Johnnie Barnes, 
who founded Royal rangers in 1962, and served as National Commander until his death in June of 1989. 

Commander Hunt, as a layman, has served in many capacities in Assemblies of God churches, including 
deacon, Sunday School teacher, men’s director, and Royal ranger Outpost Commander. The Hunts attend 
Oak Grove Assembly of God in Springfield, Missouri. 

Silas L. Gaither, National Director, Division of Church Ministries, says Commander Hunt is a team man 
who has proven himself to be a capable leader with many skills and talents. He has a genuine desire to win 
boys and men to Christ. 

Prior to assuming his duties at headquarters, Commander Ken Hunt owned and managed a commercial and 
residential building firm. 
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THE 1990S 

January/February 1990 

Looking Forward to the Challenges of the New Year 
The year 1989 is history and we praise the Lord for a successful year in the Southern Missouri District 
Royal Ranger Ministry. 

Our District Staff is to be commended on a job well done. In completing their duties over 96,500 miles 
were traveled, hundreds of phone calls made, and several letters written. The Holy Spirit working through 
them and their efforts over 300 boys responded for salvation at various activities in 1989. 

Six Churches have chartered for the first time. This brings the total of 87 churches representing 2,265 men 
and boys in the Southern Missouri District that are currently chartered with the National Royal Rangers 
office. 

As we begin a new year through the efforts and prayers of local outpost commanders and pastors, we are 
looking for another great year to see more boys won to Christ through the Royal Ranger ministry. 

Don Franklin’s Resignation 
Dear Gentlemen: 
Warm Christian Greetings! 

Please accept my resignation as Royal Rangers District Commander, effective this date. 

It has been a joy and a privilege to serve this great Southern Missouri District for the past few years. 

I am grateful for the opportunity afforded me to minister in our churches, to see God’s wonderful power 
demonstrated among our youth, and to share in the burden of reaching, teaching and keeping boys for 
Christ. 

It has also been a very special privilege to fellowship with, and to work along side of, our beloved district 
officers and workers. 

Be assured of my prayers for you as you select new leadership 

May God’s richest blessings rest upon each of you and His work. 

Cheerfully His, 
Rev. Don Franklin 
District Royal Rangers Commander 

1990 Schedule of Events 
Feb 2-3  Gulf Regional Seminar 
Feb. 16-17 FCF Executive Meeting 
March 14-16 National Royal Ranger Council 
April 6  District R.R. Executive Meeting 
April 7  District R.R. Advisory Council 
April 21  District Ranger of the Year Testing 
May 1  FCF Applications Due 
June 7-9  District R.R. Pow Wow 
June 26-30 International Camporama 
Sept. 14-15 Fall Trace 
Oct. 5  District R.R. Executive Meeting 
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March/April 1990 

How Big Does a Church Need to Be to Have a Royal Rangers Program? – Alton, MO 
How big does a community or a church have to be? What has to be done to have a program? How many 
leaders are needed? How much does it cost? The following information is given by Elmer and Mary Cover, 
pastors of Alton A/G, in Alton, MO, a city of 731. 

Alton A/G started their Royal Rangers program in August 1989, with 27 boys in attendance. Since that time 
they have grown to an enrollment of 44 boys, with 18 coming from the local church and the rest from the 
community and other area churches. 

Since their first meeting they have been participants in the local Christmas parade, with the Straight Arrow 
float winning second place. 

Their first awards ceremony was held December 17th. 

Average meeting attendance since September 1989 has been 35 boys and 7 commanders. 

Brother and Sister Cover say that the response has been excellent, with very positive reports from people of 
the community. 

What is so great about this? The dedication of the leaders, the testimony of the men when they tell of boys’ 
lives being changed. What a blessing when they tell you that 7 of their boys were baptized and they are 
going to have another baptismal service to baptize 14 more boys along with others in the church. That’s 
what is so great about Royal Rangers! 

May/June 1990 

1990 Southern Missouri District Pow Wow – “Hawaiian Adventure” – 25
th
 Anniversary 

Date: June 7-9, 1990    Cost: $7.00 Registration at Pow Wow 
Location: Fort Leonard Wood, MO   Theme: “Hawaiian Adventure 
Time: 1:00pm Thursday – 3:00pm Saturday  Speaker: Paul Rainwater 

As you know, I have served in this position before and am privileged, as District Royal Ranger 
Commander, to direct one of the greatest ministries for men and boys, Royal Rangers. 

During the next few months of this new decade, it is my desire that we bond together as a Royal Ranger 
Ministry and set our goals for the Decade of Harvest. These goals must begin at the local outpost level and 
extend to all levels of the District Royal Ranger Staff. 

The end result will be, if we pray, plan and follow God’s commands, thousands of boys won to the Lord. In 
this Decade of Harvest we must renew our efforts to “Reach, Teach and Keep” boys for Christ and take 
advantage of every opportunity to do so. 

One of the opportunities which is available to reach boys for Christ is the Southern Missouri District Royal 
Ranger Pow Wow. 

We will be using an “Hawaiian Adventure” theme this year at the all-district Royal Rangers Pow wow 
which will make an exciting weekend of fun and accomplishment for all the boys. Special activities and 
events, prizes, inspiring council fires services, fun and wholesome Christian fellowship will be available at 
this 25th Anniversary Pow Wow. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-of-doors. 

Let us pray together each day that our hearts will be set “ablaze” by the Holy Spirit and that we will see 
many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy Spirit at the Pow Wow this year. 

July/August 1990 

Local Outposts Choose Their Top Rangers of the Year 
At the end of each year, the local outposts in the various churches choose their top Royal Ranger in each 
age group to be entered into Area, Sectional, Divisional and then District competition. The purpose of the 
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Ranger of the Year Program is to give proper recognition to the young men for their achievements and 
accomplishments in the Royal Rangers Ministry. 

The boys are given a very comprehensive test, oral and written about various topics in the Royal Ranger 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The boy in each age 
division with the highest score is then chosen as the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger of the Year. 

The District Pioneer of the Year was Mike Burwick from Outpost #167 of Ozark Assembly. Trailblazer of 
the Year was Eric Michel from Outpost #20 of Nixa Assembly. The Trailranger of the Year was Bryan 
Burwick of Outpost #167 of Ozark Assembly. 

Bryan Burwick and Eric Michel represented our District at the Regional Ranger of the Year testing in 
Memphis, TN on May 5th and Bryan won the title of Gulf Region Trail Ranger of the Year for 1989 and 
received a $500 scholarship. Bryan will also be recognized as on eof the eight National Rangers of the 
Year. Congratulations go to all these young men for their accomplishments. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Winner – Todd J. Medley 
Todd J. Medley, son of Wayne and Barbara Medley of Calvary A/G in Festus, MO was presented the Gold 
Medal of Achievement by Don Higinbotham, Deputy District Commander. The Gold Medal of 
Achievement is the highest award a Royal Ranger can earn. Todd is a senior at Herculaneum High School., 
participated in football and track and was on the honor roll. Congratulation goes to Todd for his 
accomplishments and for his good example to other Royal Rangers in “Reaching, Teaching and Keeping 
Boys for Christ”. 

September/October 1990: 

25
th
 Annual Pow Wow A Big Success! 

The 25th District Pow Wow is now history with 44 churches participating, a total attendance of 427 at the 
Pow Wow on June 7-9, 1990. During the Thursday night council fire service, 29 boys responded for 
salvation. Many came forward for recommitment and seeking the Holy Spirit at the end of the Friday night 
service. With several being filled with the Holy Spirit. We praise God for what he is doing in the lives of 
our boys through the Royal Ranger Ministry. 
Special recognition was give to 6 churches with the highest overall scores on the Pow Wow Inspection 
Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the Outposts in participation in the assemblies and activities; 
uniform inspection; control and discipline and camping techniques like camp layout, sanitation and health 
and safety. 
Although there were severe storm warnings and we even had to evacuate the campsite area during the night 
on Friday, the Pow Wow was very successful. We appreciate the staff at Fort Leonard Wood and Paul 
Stanek for their efforts in finding us a place to stay during the tornado warning Friday night. 
Awards were presented to the following: 
1st – Second Assembly of God, Joplin 
2nd – First Assembly of God, Raytown 
3rd – First Assembly of God, Carthage 
4th – Ava Assembly of God, Ava 
5th – First Assembly of God, Jackson 
6th – Ironton Assembly of God, Ironton 
 

First International Royal Ranger Camporama 
Ninety-five men and boys from our District attended the first International Camporama which was held at 
Eagle Rock, Missouri on June 26-30, 1990. There were over 3500 in attendance from several countries with 
approximately 400 boys responding for salvation at the Tuesday night Council Fire service. During the 
following Council Fire services many received the infilling of the Holy Spirit with over 100 dedicating 
their lives to full-time Christian Ministry on the final night. 
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November/December 1990 

1990 F.C.F. Fall Trace – A Frontier Adventure 
The Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship held their annual Fall Trace on 
September 14th and 15th at Boss, Missouri. Fifty-two members attended the Trace and were challenged at 
the Council Fire Friday night by Rev. Dan Bell, F.C.F. Scribe. Bryan Burwick, Paul Etheridge, Frank 
Hembree, Wayne Medley, and Max Towler advanced on Buckskin level. Bryan Burwick and Max Towler 
received Trappers Brigade pins. 

In business session, $780 was pledged toward Chi Alpha Home Missions Project at Southeast Missouri 
State. Chi Alpha is an Assembly of God college campus ministry which serves our Assembly of God 
students. F.C.F. member, Andy McHaffie and other F.C.F. members are some of the leaders at Southeast 
State. Bryan Burwick from Ozark Assembly of God was elected as the District Scout. 

Vice President, Lorel Clark and his men in the Northeast Division are to be commended for the efficient 
planning of this event and for the outstanding meals they prepared. 

Pictured are: 
1. Recognition of Jake Lawson by F.C.F. Pres. Gary Roberts for winning the flint and steel competition. 
2. Scott Holman won the new-member over-all competition 
3. Bryan Burwick, District Scout, competes in the Hawk Throw. 
4. Scott Gerard congratulated on winning the Seneca Run. 
5. Frank Hembree, Old Timer winner of the Seneca Run 
6. L to R: Bob Root – NW F.C.F. V. Pres., Rev. McHaffie – Gulf Region Coordinator, Bob Fox – SE 

F.C.F. V. Pres., Gary Roberts – F.C.F. President 

January/February 1991 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Paul Stanek III 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Paul Stanek, III (“Chip”) by District Commander, Jerry 
Millhouser during the evening service at Park Crest Assembly of God on Sunday, October 28th. “Chip” is 
the son of Paul and Rhona Stanek of Springfield of Springfield, Missouri. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement  is one of the highest awards which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Rangers Program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancements in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. 

“Chip” also completed thirteen additional Advanced Awards to earn the Gold and Silver Buffaloes which 
were also presented to him on that night. 

1991 Calendar of Events 
January 18 – Outpost Ranger of the Year Deadline 
February 16 – Commander and Leader Service Award Applications Due 
February 16 – F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting 
April 5 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
April 6 – District Royal Ranger Council 
April 20 – District Royal Ranger of the Year Testing 
May 1 – F.C.F. Applications Due 
May 17-18 – Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 7-8 – Western District Pow-Wow 
June 14-15 – Eastern District Pow-Wow 
June 26-29 – District JLTC (Junior Leadership Training Camp) 
September 27-29 – District Men’s Retreat 



78 

March/April 1991 

Royal Rangers NOT a Hobby 
Royal Rangers is not a kind of hobby for our leaders, helpers, donors and committee members. It is an 
important assignment, given to a concerned group of men, by the one true God who cares for the souls of 
boys. The cost is high in time, energy, and money. The time left to work is short and the need is urgent. 

The shortest period of in life is boyhood. The training and guidance received during that period, however, 
will determine the remainder of a boy’s life. Will it be a healthy, successful, well-balanced life, or one of 
unhappiness and defeat, at the – lost for all eternity? 

Through the Royal Ranger ministry, it is our responsibility and privilege to give this generation of boys an 
opportunity to build their lives upon the only sure foundation, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Master Ranger. 
Let’s use every opportunity to Reach, Teach, and Keep boys for Christ. 

1991 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wows 
In 1991, we will have two Pow-Wows within Southern Missouri District, an Eastern and Western. The 
theme of the Pow-Wows this year will be “Around the World” for Christ, our Master Ranger. 

The Western Pow-Wow will be held on June 7 and 8, 1991, at the Outlet Group Camp Area at Pomme de 
Terre Lake. Fred Deaver, National Frontiersman Camping Fellowship President will be the special Friday 
night council fire speaker. 

The Eastern Pow-Wow will be held on June 14 and 15, 1991, at Washington State Park. The Friday night 
speaker will be Rev. Terry Rayburn, National Director of the Division of Church Ministries for the 
Assemblies of God. 

1991 Junior Leadership Training Camp 
On June 26-29, 1991, there will be a Junior Leadership Training Camp held at the National Royal Rangers 
Training Center at Eagle Rock, Missouri. 

The purpose of this camp is to give junior leaders professional training in camping, leading other boys to 
Christ, outpost leadership, plus the opportunity for outstanding Christian fellowship and adventure in the 
out-of-doors. Also, it will inspire the boys to see the great value of Royal Rangers and how they can 
become more involved in the Ministry. 

Applications have been sent to each church and you are encouraged to enroll your Trailblazers and Air-
Sea-Trail Ranger age boys in this camp. 

May/June 1991 

Pow Wow “Around the World” 
We will be using an “Around the World” them this year at both Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger 
Pow Wows which will make an exciting weekend of fun and accomplishment for all the boys. Special 
activities and events, prizes, inspiring council fire services, fun and wholesome Christian fellowship will be 
available once again this year. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers, and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-of-doors. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer that we may see many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy 
Spirit at the Pow Wow this year. 

Western Pow Wow – June 7-8 – Pomme de Terre Lake – featured speaker, Fred Deaver, National F.C.F. 
President – Registration $7.00 

Eastern Pow Wow – June 14-15 – Washington State Park – featured speaker, Terry Rayburn, National 
Director of Church Ministries – Registration $7.00 

Certificate of Valor – Aaron Gruber 
One June 18, 1990, during a kid’s camp in Minnesota the Gruber children were resting, when Aaron heard 
a strange wheezing noise. His two year old brother, Timothy was kneeling, clutching the bars of the bed, 
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choking. Aaron, having taken first aid in Royal Rangers, acted quickly. He sent his sisters for help, then 
using the Hiemlich Maneuver, caused a small toy to pop out of Timothy’s throat. Aaron’s level-head and 
quick action saved Timothy’s life. Thanks be to God for Aaron’s training and responsible action. National 
Royal Rangers Deputy Commander, Paul Stanek presented Aaron the Certificate of Valor at Park Crest 
A/G, Springfield, where Aaron is a member of the Trailblazer Outpost. 

July/August 1991 

1990 District Rangers of the Year 
At the end of each year, the local outposts in the various churches choose their top Royal Ranger in each 
age group to be entered into Area, Sectional, Divisional and then District competition. The purpose of the 
Ranger of the Year Program is to give proper recognition to the young men for their achievements and 
accomplishments in the Royal Rangers Ministry. 

The boys are given a very comprehensive test, oral and written about various topics in the Royal Ranger 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The boy in each age 
division with the highest score is then chosen as the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger of the Year. 

1990 District Royal Rangers of the Year are (photo at left, left to right) Pioneer Timmy Hembree, Outpost 
#237, Seneca A/G; Trailblazer Jeremy Christian, Outpost #58, DeSoto 1st A/G; Trailranger Chris Wolfe, 
Outpost # 6, Central A/G, Springfield. 

Trappers Brigade Awards 
The Trappers Brigade is an auxiliary group within the Frontiersmen Camping Fellowship, Their purpose to 
to promote Christian Service among the FCF members by encouraging their involvement in service to their 
church and fellow man. The three basic steps of recognition are: Company Trapper, Bourgeois, and Free 
Trapper. FCF members accumulate service points earned by volunteering time in church or community 
projects. Projects must be such things as helping families whose homes have burned, assisting needy people 
or children’s groups, work at hospitals, libraries, or voter registration drives, missionary trips like A.I.M. or 
Care Corp, work at District Campgrounds, mowing the local church’s lawn, serving as an usher, Bus 
Ministry, etc. 
Pictured: (photo on left) Ron Silvey, District FCF Scribe presents Bourgeois Awards to Paul Etheridge, of 
Ozark A/G, at SW Div. FCF Spring Outing. (Photo on right) Pat Davis, of Strafford A/G, receives his 
Bourgeois Award form Ron Silvey. 

September/October 1991 

1991 Royal Rangers Pow Wow Reports 
The total attendance for both Pow Wows from 43 churches was 426 (Easter, 143 and Western, 283). 
During the Friday night Council Fire 54 boys were saved. Praise God for what He is doing in the lives of 
boys through the Royal Ranger Ministry. 

Special Recognition was given to the five churches at each Pow Wow with highest over-all scores on the 
Pow Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the Outposts in participation in the 
assemblies and activities, uniform inspection, control and discipline, and camping techniques like campsite 
layout, sanitation, and health and safety. 

The Pow Wow activities were held according to the theme of “Around the World”. In one of the events, 
boys were given the opportunity to give a missions offering. One hundred twenty-four dollars and six cents 
were collected to go to the Royal Ranger Ministry in Latin America. 

Trophies were presented to the following: 
 Western    Eastern 
1st Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) Ironton A/G (OP#100) 
2nd  First A/G, Raytown (OP#93) First A/G, Sikeston (OP#37) 
3rd First A/G, Bolivar (OP#107) West County A/G, Chesterfield (OP#211) 
4th Ozark A/G (OP#167)  First A/G, Washington (OP#197) 
5th First A/G, Marshfield (OP#10) First A/G, Bloomfield (OP#10) 
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November/December 1991 

Southern Missouri District 1991 JLTC 
The Southern Missouri District held a Junior Leadership Training Course the past June. The JLTC was held 
at the National Royal Rangers Training Center at Eagle Rock, in which boys from across the Southern 
Missouri District and Northern Arkansas District participated. 
The Junior Commander was Bryan Burwick and the Senior Guide was Thad Beeler. Several young men 
improved their leadership qualities as well as their ability to function as a team. The Council Fire services 
were conducted by Chaplain Steve Copeland and Thad Beeler. Many of the young men renewed their 
spiritual commitment to win other boys into the kingdom of God. Pictures show about 20 trainees and 13 
staff. 

January/February 1992 

1991 – A Successful Year for Royal Rangers – Looking Ahead to 1992 
The year 1991 was very successful for the Royal Ranger Ministry in Southern Missouri District. Following 
are some of the highlights. 

There were two Pow Wows held in the district with 426 in attendance, with 43 churches represented and 54 
boys accepted Christ. 

A district Junior Leaders Training Camp was held in July and two boys received the Holy Spirit during the 
last night of the Camp. 

During 1991, Gold Medals of Achievement were presented to Chris Wolfe of Central Assembly of God in 
Springfield, Ryan Wilson of Nixa Assembly of God in Nixa, Charlie Weddle, Scott Gerard and Jeremiah 
Rogers of First Assembly of God in Lebanon, Daniel Eaker of Faith Assembly of God in House Springs, 
and Scott Holman of First Assembly of God in DeSoto. 

1992 Calendar of Events 
January 17-18 – F.C.F. Divisional Winter Outings 
January 25 – Area Ranger of the Year Testing 
February 15 – Commander and Leader Service Award Applications Due 
February 15 – F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting 
February 22 – Sectional Ranger of the Year Testing 
March 28 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
April 4 – District Royal Ranger Council 
April 18 – District Ranger of the Year Testing 
May 1 – F.C.F. Applications Due 
May 15-16 – Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 11-13 District Pow-Wow 
June 23-27 – National F.C.F. Rendezvous, Eagle Rock, MO 
July 24-25 – F.C.F. Frontier Adventure 
July 30-August 1 – District Royal Rangers Junior Training Trails 
August 9-15 – District Royal Rangers Advancement Academy 
September 18-19 – District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
September 27-29 – District Men’s Retreat 
October 2 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
 

March/April 1992 

1992 Royal Rangers Pow-Wow – “Gold Rush Days are Here Again” 
Make plans now to bring your boys to the greatest event for Royal Rangers in the Southern Missouri 
District! We haven’t had a Pow-Wow at the District Campground for several years. It will be held on the 
Steven’s Addition in back of the woods. Join us for fun, activities, Christian fellowship and adventure in 
god’s great outdoors! 
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Frontiersmen Camping Fellowship Missions Project 
On Nov. 29 – Dec. 7, 1991, six of our Southern Missouri FCF men joined 26 other FCF men and went to a 
remote Mexican village in the Sierra Madre Mountains of North Central Mexico to help the people there 
construct two churches. This is an extremely harsh, remote, poor area where other churches and church 
groups have not gone. FCF men took their own food, water, housing, equipment, materials, etc. The project 
was a resounding success and will serve as a model for future projects. Men from our district were Steve 
Copeland, Paul Etheridge, Ralph Glunt, Don Higinbotham, Jack Lorance, and Paul Stanek. 

Junior Training Trails 
On July 30 – August 1, 1992, a Junior Training Trails will be held by the district staff in Southern Missouri. 
This will provide Junior leaders professional training in hiking, camping, and cooking on the trail, leading 
other boys to Christ, outpost leadership, plus the opportunity for outstanding Christian fellowship and 
adventure in the out-of-doors. It will inspire the boys to see the great value of Royal Rangers and how they 
can become more involved in the Ministry. Applications have been sent to each church and you are 
encouraged to enroll your Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age boys in this camp. 

May/June 1992 

1992 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow 
At Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, Lake of the Ozarks, June 11-13, 1992 – 1:00pm Thursday – 
4:00pm Saturday – Speaker, Mark Gentry – Cost - $7.00 at Pow Wow. 

“Gold Rush Days are Here Again” will be an exciting weekend of fun and accomplishment for all the boys. 
There’ll be prospectin’ times, gold strikes, a time for tradin’ items, many special activities and events, 
prizes, inspiring council fire services, fun and wholesome Christian fellowship at the Pow Wow this year. 
Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-of-doors. Let us join together in intercessory prayer that we will see many boys saved and/or 
filled with the Holy Spirit at the Pow Wow this year! 

Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Winter Outings 
On Jan. 17-18, 1992, the SW and SE Divisions held their Winter FCF Outings. The SW had 39 men and 
boys in attendance as they met at the National Royal Rangers Training Center at Eagle Rock, MO. The SE 
Div. Met at the “Bunkhouse” at Millersville, Mo. With a little snow on the ground and a good time of 
Christian fellowship around the fire, God moved on the hearts of the men and boys gathered. 

Pictures: 
The T-Pee was a type of shelter used by the Frontiersmen during early America and is still used today by 
our FCF members. 
The “Bunkhouse” L-R Marty Dudley, John Seabaugh, James McHaffie, Bob Fox 

Phil Combs becomes the District Men’s Director 

July/August 1992 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Mike Young 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Mike Young by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser 
during the morning worship at Calvary Assembly of God in Festus, MO on Sunday, April 26th. Mike is the 
son of Harry and Connie Young of DeSoto, Missouri. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Rangers program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. 
Mike Young is pictured with Flat River Sectional Commander, Theodore Wright, NE Divisional 
Commander, Wayne Medley, Mike’s parents and Justin Duncan, Outpost Commander. 

1992 District Royal Rangers Council Held 
On April 4th, the annual District Royal Ranger Council was held at Park Crest Assembly of God in 
Springfield, MO. Special plans were made for the District Pow Wow and other events to be held in 
Southern Missouri District. 
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September/October 1992 

Gold Rush Days! – 1992 Pow-Wow Report 
On June 11-13, 514 Royal Rangers from 44 churches over the district traveled to the District Campgrounds 
for the annual District Pow Wow. It was super to be able to have our Gold Rush Days at the campgrounds 
this year and we plan to hold future Pow Wows and Royal Ranger activities at that location. During the 
Thursday and Friday night Council Fire services, 56 boys received a real treasure by accepting Christ into 
their hearts. Several were filled with the Holy Spirit. Praise God for what He is doing in the lives of our 
boys through the Royal Ranger Ministry. 

Special recognition was given to five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all scores in the Pow 
Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the Outposts in participation in the assemblies 
and activities; uniform inspection; control and discipline and camping techniques like campsite layout, 
sanitation and health and safety. 

The Pow Wow activities were held according to the theme of Gold Rush Days. In one of the events, boys 
were given an opportunity to give a missions offering. Eighty-six dollars were collected to go to the Royal 
Ranger Ministry in Latin America. 

Trophies were presented to the following: 
1st Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) 
2nd  First A/G, Raytown (OP#93) 
3rd First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
4th First A/G, Mansfield (OP#170) 
5th West County A/G, Chesterfield (OP#211) 

November/December 1992 

1992 Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers of the Year 
At the end of the year, the local outposts in the various churches choose their top RoyalRanger in each age 
group to be entered into Area, Sectional, Divisional and then District competition. The purpose of the 
Ranger of the Year program is to give proper recognition to the young men for their achievement and 
accomplishmnets in the Royal Ranger ministry. 

The boys are given a very comprehensive test, oral and written, about various topics in the Royal Rangers 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The boy in each age 
division, with the highest score, is then chosen as the Southern Missouri District Ranger of the Year. 

The District Pioneer of the Year was Andrew Raudszus from Outpost #6 of Central Assembly in 
Springfield. Trailblazer of the Year was Mike Burwick from Outpost #167 of Ozark Assembly in Ozark. 
The Trailranger of the Year was Scott Holman from Outpost #58 of First Assembly in DeSoto. 

Sedalia Section Hold LTC Recognition Banquet 
On May 18, 1992, the Sedalia Section held its first LTC Recognition Banquet. This was the culmination of 
5 months of dedication and hard work by nine current and new Royal Ranger leaders after they completed 
the Leadership Training Course. The banquet was held at the Willow Fork Grill in Tipton for the men and 
their wives. Special recognition was given to Rev. John Sewell, pastor of South Side Assembly in Marshall 
for having the highest average score on the tests. Chad Hopkins, also of Marshall, was recognized for 
perfect attendance. A special Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Pastor James Perkins for his 
cooperation in allowing the use of the facilities at First Assembly in Tipton. A picture shows Dale Hull, 
Rodney Rogers, Charles Antwiler, James Albin, Ron Hurley, David Perkins, Rev. John Sewell, George 
Benjamin, Darrell Crider, Mike Tolivar, and Chad Hopkins. 

January/February 1993 

District FCF Fall Trace held at New Royal Rangers Campground 
On September 18 and 19, the Southern Missouri District F.C.F. Fall Trace was held at the new Royal 
Rangers campgrounds on the District Campgrounds at Lake of the Ozarks. This marked the first time a Fall 
Trace was held there and was the 25th anniversary of the Daniel Boone Chapter of F.C.F. 
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There were approximately 75 members attending with five completing their advancement into Buckskin 
status. 

The F.C.F. members of the Daniel Boone Chapter want to express the appreciation to the District 
leadership for allowing us to develop the Stevens Addition into a District Royal Rangers campground. We 
hope to develop this property into a first class campground, but more importantly, a place where the lives 
of men and boys are changed through the Royal Ranger Ministry. 

Pictures show: 
Southern Missouri District F.C.F. Members who attended the National F.C.F. Rendezvous 
Waiting to go on the Wilderness Rescue Mission 
It took a lot of skill to start a fire in less than 1 minute with flint and steel. 
Northeast Division conducted an F.C.F. Black Powder Certification Course in August, 1992. 

1993 Calendar of Events 
January 15-16 – F.C.F. Divisional Winter Outings 
January 23 – Area Ranger of the Year Testing 
February 20 – Commander and Leader Service Award Applications Due 
February 20 – F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting 
February 27 – Sectional Ranger of the Year Testing 
March 27 – Division Ranger of the Year Testing 
April 2 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
April 3 – District Royal Ranger Council 
April 24 – District Ranger of the Year Testing 
May 1 – F.C.F. Applications Due 
May 14-15 – Work Days at District R.R. Campground 
May 21-22 – Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 10-12 District Pow-Wow 
June 14-17 – District JLTC 
July 30-31 – F.C.F. Frontier Adventure 
August 16-21 – District Royal Rangers Advancement Academy 
September 17-18 – District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
September 24-26 – District Men’s Retreat 
October 1 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
October 29 – November 7 – F.C.F. Missions Trip to Mexico 
December 3-4 – Commander and Spouse Retreat 

March/April 1993 

1993 District Pow-Wow – “South of the Border” 
June 10-12 at the Campground – Begin to make plans now to bring your boys to the District’s greatest 
event for Royal Rangers. It will be held on the Stevens Addition, back in the woods. Join the activities, fun, 
Christian fellowship and adventure in God’s great outdoors. 

1993 Junior Leadership Training Camp 
July 14-17 at National R.R. Training Center, Eagle Rock, MO – This camp gives junior leaders 
professional training in camping, cooking, leading other boys to Christ, outpost leadership, plus outstanding 
fellowship and adventure out-of-doors. It will inspire the boys to see the great value of Royal Rangers and 
how they can become more involved in the ministry. Applications will be sent to each church. Plan to 
enroll your Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age boys in this camp. 

Gold Medal of Achievements Presented – Jeremy Christian and Dennis Dessert 
This is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in Royal Rangers. To earn it, a boy has to complete the 
seven levels of advancement in the Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn 19 of the 
advanced awards. 

The GMA was presented to Dennis Dessert, at First A/G, Raytown, MO and Jeremy Christian from First 
A/G, DeSoto, MO. Both boys completed six additional Advanced Awards to earn the Buffalo Award, 
which was also presented to them. 
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May/June 1993 

District Commander Jerry Millhouser gets his picture updated 

1993 District Pow-Wow – “South of the Border” 
June 10-12, 1:00pm Thursday – 4:00pm Saturday, Southern Missouri District Campground, $7.00 
Registration to Camp, Speaker: Rev. Phil Combs 

We will be using the theme “South of the Border” this year at the Southern Missouri District Royal 
Rangers Pow Wow which will make an exciting weekend of fun and accomplishment for all the boys. 
There will be many special activities and events like ropin’, cow punchin’, bull fightin’, searchin’ in the 
Aztec Ruins for hidden treasures, prizes, trophies, inspiring evening pageantry services featuring Frito 
Bandito Band and much more. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-of-doors and the fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can be shared at Pow-Wow. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer that we will see many boys saved and-or filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 

1993 Advancement Academy 
Camp Shawnee, Knob Noster State Park, August 16-21, 1993 for all boys who want to earn additional 
advancements and merit awards. 

July/August 1993 

1992 Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers of the Year 
At the end of each year, the local outposts in the various churches choose their top Royal Ranger in each 
age group to be entered into Area, Sectional, Divisional and then District competition. 

The boys are given a very comprehensive test, oral and written about various topics in the Royal Ranger 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The boy in each age 
division with the highest score is then chosen as the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger of the Year. 

The District Pioneer of the Year was Tim Ritter from Outpost #93 of First Assembly of Raytown, 
Trailblazer of the Year was Mike Burwick from Outpost #167 of Ozark Assembly in Ozark and the Trail 
Ranger of the Year was Jeremy Christian from Outpost #58 of First Assembly in DeSoto. 
 

Medal of Valor Presented – Ross Harvill 
The Medal of Valor was presented to Ross Harvill by District Commander Jerry Millhouser during the 
morning worship service at Ava Assembly of God Church on Sunday, May 23, 1993. 

The Medal of Valor in one of the highest awards which can be earned by a bot or man in the Royal Arngers 
program for acts of bravery. It is only given to those who have endangered their life in the process of 
saving the life of another person. 

A car had run off the road and overturned on I-44 just east of Joplin and was partially submerged in water. 
The smell of gas was very strong and the car could have exploded. Ross Harvill, A Royal Ranger, noticed 
that a little girl, approximately 3 years old was strapped in a car seat in the car in water up to her chin. 
Quickly Ross broke out a window with his left hand and entered the overturned vehicle. Being water about 
waist deep, he unstrapped the car seat and took the little girl in his arms and exited out the car window. 

Ross is to be commended for this act of bravery. He is the fifth boy in Southern Missouri District to receive 
this award. 

September/October 1993 

1993 Royal Rangers Pow-Wow Report 
On June 10-12, 536 Royal Rangers from 57 churches over the district traveled to the District Campgrounds 
for the annual District Pow Wow. It was super to be able to have our Pow Wow at the campgrounds again 
this year and we plan to hold future Pow Wows and Royal Rangers Activities at that locatin. During the 



85 

Thursday and Friday night Council Fire Services, 72 boys committed and/or recommitted their hearts to the 
Lord. After praying, one young man said, “I feel like a new man, now!” Praise God for what he is doing in 
the lives of our boys through the Royal Ranger Ministry. 

Special recognition was given to five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all scores in the Pow 
Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the Outposts in participation in the assemblies 
and activities; uniform inspection; control and discipline and camping techniques like campsite layout, 
sanitation and health and safety. 

Trophies were presented to the following: 
1st Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) 
2nd  First A/G, Raytown (OP#93) 
3rd Central A/G, Raytown (OP#88) 
4th Full Gospel A/G, Patterson (OP#12) 
5th First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 

Royal Ranger Quilt Hand-Made 
Ruby Snider, a long-time member of First Assembly of God, in Aurora, Missouri, made a quilt this past 
winter consisting of 30 blocks, each with the Royal Rangers emblem embroidered on it and then hand 
quilted, according to the Rev. Steve D. Eustler, pastor. 

She worked on the project from Sept. 10 to April 17. Each block took 36 hours to completed. Irene Hensley 
(pictured on the left) helped Ruby (pictured on the right) do the hand quilting. 

The estimated value of the quilt is $1,500. The embroidery thread alone cost $40. 

This labor of love was done as a graduation present to her grandson, Andrew Hastings, for completing the 
Royal Rangers program and being the first to earn three Silver Buffaloes in the state of Florida. 

November/December 1993 

Gold Medals of Achievement Presented 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to three of our Royal Rangers in our District during the 
past several months. The three young men are: Jesse Campbell, First Assembly of God in DeSoto, Cliff 
Reimer, Calvary Assembly of God in Festus and Daniel Macy, Seneca Assembly of God. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger program. 
To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the Trailblazer and Air-Sea-
Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the advanced awards. It takes a lot of hard work and 
determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. 

Outstanding Service Award Presented – Wayne Medley, Max Towler 
The Outstanding Service Award is an award presented to men who have demonstrated outstanding service 
to the Royal Ranger Ministry in our District. This award was presented to Max Towler of First Assembly of 
God in DeSoto and Wayne Medley of Calvary Assembly of God in Festus. 

January/February 1994 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Brian Choate 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Brian Choate by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser 
during the evening worship service at First Assembly of God in Sikeston on Sunday, November 14th. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. 

Brian also completed six additional Advanced Awards to earn the Gold Buffalo, which was presented to 
him on that night. 

1994 Calendar of Events 
January 14-15 – F.C.F. Divisional Winter Outings 
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January 22 – Area Ranger of the Year Testing 
February 12 – SW Division Sportsarama – SA/Buck & Pioneer 
February 19 – F.C.F. Executive Committee Meeting 
February 26 – Sectional Ranger of the Year Testing 
March 12 – SW Division Sportsarama – TB & ASTR, NE Division Pinewood Derby 
March 26 – Division Ranger of the Year Testing 
April82 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
April 9 – District Royal Ranger Council 
April 23 – District Ranger of the Year Testing 
May 14-15 – Work Days at District R.R. Campground 
May 20-21 – Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings and Phase 1 Testing 
June 9-11 District Pow-Wow 
June 25 – NE Div. SA/Buck Day Camp 
July 11-15 – National Camporama 
July 29-30 – F.C.F. Frontier Adventure 
August 14-20 – District Royal Rangers Advancement Academy 
August 13 – NE Div. Sports Day/Swim Meet 
August 27 – SW Div SA/Buck Day Camp 
September 16-17 – District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
October 7 – R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
December 2-3 – Commander and Spouse Retreat 
 

March/April 1994 

1994 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow 
On June 9-11, 1994 all the Royal Rangers in Southern Missouri District will gather on the Stevens Addition 
at the Southern Missouri District Campgrounds for one great big Pow-Wow. The theme of the Pow-Wow 
will be “Space – A Look into the Future”. 
Begin to make plans to bring your boys to the greatest event  for Royal Rangers in Southern Missouri 
District. There will be lots of activities, fun, Christian fellowship and adventure in God’s great outdoors! 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Robert Henson 
On November 28, 1993 the Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Robert Henson by District 
Commander, Jerry Millhouser at Full Gospel Assembly of God at Patterson, Missouri during the morning 
worship service. Missouri State Representative, Bill Foster was present at the service and presented Robert 
a resolution of commendation from the Missouri House of Representatives. Robert is the 97th young man in 
Southern Missouri District to receive this prestigious award. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. 

Robert completed 13additional Advanced Awards to earn the Gold and Silver Buffalo Awards which were 
also presented to him. 

1993 Junior Leadership Training Camp 
On July 14-17, 1993, twenty-one boys completed the District Junior Leadership Training Camp held at the 
National Royal Rangers Training Center at Eagle Rock, Missouri. The main purpose of the camp is to train 
junior leadership in various areas like: patrol camping techniques, how to lead a boy to Christ, 
characteristics of a good junior leader, etc. so they can go back to their local outpost and help work with the 
younger boys. 

May/June 1994 

Outstanding Service Awards Presented – Don Higinbotham and James Beeler 
Jerry Millhouser, District Commander, presented the Outstanding Service Award to James Beeler, District 
Training Coordinator, and Don Higinbotham, Deputy District Commander. The Outstanding Service 
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Award may be presented to individuals who have demonstrated outstanding service to some area of the 
District Royal Ranger Ministry. James and Don have served on the Executive Committee for many years 
and have helped to encourage several boys to achieve the Gold Medal of Achievement. 

1994 District Pow-Wow – “Space – A Look Into the Future” 
June 9-11, 1:00pm Thursday – 4:00pm Saturday, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, Lake of the 
Ozarks, $7.00 Registration at Pow Wow 

The District Pow-Wow is the “BIG” event of the year for your Royal Rangers! Each year the Southern 
Missouri Royal Ranger Pow-Wow is centered around a special theme. The them this year is “Space – A 
Look Into the Future”. The Pow-Wow mission cannot be successful unless every star-base (outpost) in “on-
board” at the Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow. 

Outposts are encouraged to bring and make items, clothing, etc. that will help the Pow-Wow theme come 
alive. Space games and special activities will launch the boys to new levels of excitement and prepare them 
for “The Great Mission” (Acts 1:8). Opportunity will be given for the boys to soar to new heights in their 
relationship to the King of the Universe, Jesus Christ, at the special council services at night. We guarantee 
this Pow-Wow to be “out of this world”. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-if-doors and the fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can be shared at Pow-Wow. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer that we will see many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy 
Spirit at the Pow-Wow. 

July/August 1994 

District Advancement Academy 
The District Royal Ranger Advancement Academy will be held on August 15-20, 1994 at Camp Shawnee 
in Knob Noster State Park. The camp will be open to Pioneers with Master Rating and all Trailblazer and 
Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age boys. 

Registration for Academy will be $95.00. A $25 pre-registration fee must accompany your application. 
This year, we are offering 43 advanced merit awards on which the boys may choose to work. Some of the 
awards are Camping, Swimming, Skin Diving, Disability Awareness, Safety, Hunter Safety, Rifle 
Marksmanship, Environment, Bible, GMA Tutoring, Wilderness Survival, Weather, and much, much more. 

Applications are due no later than July 15 (or a $15 late fee will be charged). 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Troy Farris and Jon Lightle 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Troy Farris by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser 
during the evening worship service on August 29, 1993 at Second Assembly of God in Joplin. 

National Royal Ranger Commander, Ken Hunt was present at the Gold Medal service for Jon Lightle at 
Park Crest Assembly of God in Springfield. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. 

September/October 1994 

1994 Royal Rangers Pow Wow Report 
On June 9-11, 556 Royal Rangers from 52 churches over the district traveled to the District Campground 
for the annual District Pow Wow. It was super to be able to have our District Pow Wow at the 
campgrounds again this year and we plan to hold future Pow Wows and Royal Ranger activities at that 
location. During the Thursday and Friday night Council Fire services 79 boys committed and/or 
rededicated their hearts to the Lord. 

Special recognition was given to five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all scores on the Pow 
Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the Outposts in participation in the assemblies 
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and activities, uniform inspection, control and discipline and camping techniques like campsite layout, 
sanitation and health and safety. 

Trophies were presented to the following: 
1st Second A/G, Joplin (OP#73) 
2nd  First A/G, Raytown (OP#93) 
3rd Central A/G, Springfield (OP#6) 
4th First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
5th Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
Best Costume – Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
Best Banner – First Assembly, Washington (OP#197) 

November/December 1994 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Robbie Benwell 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Robbie Benwell on June 26th at First Assembly of God 
in DeSoto. The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in 
the Royal Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in 
the Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Advanced Awards. It takes a 
lot of hard work and determination on the par t of the boy to earn this award. Four young men have earned 
the Gold Medal of Achievement in DeSoto. 

Outstanding Service Award Presented – Pastor Ronald Duncan 
The Outstanding Service Award was also presented to Rev. Ronald Duncan, pastor of First Assembly of 
God in DeSoto. Outstanding Service Award is an award presented to men who have demonstrated 
outstanding service to the Royal Ranger Ministry in our District. 

1994 National Camporama 
Eighty-six men and boys attended the National Camporama at Eagle Rock, Missouri on July 11-15. 
Approximately four thousand men and boys, from all over the country, were in attendance at the event. 
More than nine hundred boys were saved with more than 450 receiving the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
“Praise the Lord!” 

January/February 1995 

1995 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow 
June 9-11, 10:00am Friday – 10:00am Sunday, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, Lake of the 
Ozarks, Speaker – Phil Combs, $12.00 registration includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday. 

The District Pow Wow is the “BIG event of the year for your Royal Rangers! Each Year the Southern 
Missouri Royal Ranger Pow Wow is centered around a special time. The theme for this year is “Tom 
Sawyer/Huck Finn Days”. Outposts are encourages to make items, clothing, etc. that will help make the 
Pow Wow them come alive. Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail 
Rangers and enjoy camping in God’s out-of-doors and the fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can 
be shared at the Pow Wow. This year the Pow Wow is being held over until Sunday morning. A special 
Sunday School time will be held on Sunday morning so make plans to stay for the entire Pow Wow. 

Calendar of Events 
January 14 – Sedalia Sect. R.R. Pinewood 
January 20-21 – Division FCF Winter outings 
January 28 – Area Ranger of the Year Testing, KC Sect. R.R. Pinewood 
February 3 – Gulf Regional Seminar 
February 11 – SW Division R.R. Sportsarama 
February 18 – Outpost Commander and Leader Service Award Applications Due 
February 18 – FCF Executive Committee Meeting 
February 25 – Sectional Ranger of the Year Testing 
March 11 – SW Division R.R. Basketball Tourney, WE Division R.R. Pinewood 
March 25 – Division Ranger of the Year Testing, Clinton Sectional R.R. Pinewood 
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March/April 1995 

Four Gold Medals of Achievement Presented – Record Number at One Time 
On January 22, 1995 the Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to four young men at Park Crest 
Assembly of God in Springfield. Travis Maddox, Aaron Hilburn, Josh Wiese and Michael Carr were 
presented the GMA by District Commander, Jerry Millhouser during the evening worship service. Missouri 
State Representative, Representative Kreider was present at the service and presented all four young men a 
resolution of commendation from the Missouri House of Representatives. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Merit Awards. 

Michael Carr completed 6 additional merits to earn the Gold Buffalo which was also presented to him. 

May/June 1995 

Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow – “Huckleberry Finn Days” 
June 9-11, 1995, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, $12.00 per person, (includes breakfast Saturday 
and Sunday), Retreat Speaker – Rev. Phil Combs, District Men’s Director 

The District Pow-Wow in the “BIG” event of the year for your Royal Rangers! Each year the Southern 
Missouri Royal Ranger Pow-Wow is centered around a special theme. The theme this year is “Tom 
Sawyer/Huck Finn Days”. The Pow-Wow adventure cannot be successful unless every Royal Ranger 
Outpost is at the Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Pow-Wow. Everyone’s participation will make 
this an exciting weekend of fun, accomplishment and a spiritual challenge for all the boys and men. 

Outposts are encouraged to bring and make items, clothing, etc. that will help the Pow-Wow theme come 
alive. A raft race, water games, and other special activities will launch the boys to new levels of excitement 
and prepare them for new heights in their relationship to Jesus Christ, the Master Ranger, at the special 
evening council services. A special Sunday School service will be held on Sunday morning before we 
dismiss to go home. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Pioneers, Trailblazers, and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy camping in 
God’s out-of-doors and the fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can be shared at the Pow-Wow. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer so that we will see many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy 
Spirit at the Pow-Wow. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Brandon Brown 
March 26, Jerry Millhouser, District Commander presented the Gold Medal of Achievement to Brandon 
Brown at Mammoth Assembly of God in Gainesville where Rev. Arvie Wooten is the pastor. Brandon is 
the first young man in the West Plaines Section to receive the Gold Medal of Achievement. The Gold 
Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal Ranger 
program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the Trailblazer and 
Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Merit Awards. 

July/August 1995 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Jason Williams 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Jason Williams by District Commander Jerry Millhouser 
during the evening worship service on April 2, 1995 at First Assembly of God in Bloomfield. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Merit Awards. 

Outstanding Service Award Presented 
The Outstanding Service Award is presented to men who have demonstrated outstanding service to the 
Royal Ranger Ministry in our District. This award was presented to Bill Cerutti at the Southern Missouri 
District Royal Ranger Advisory Council in April. Bill has been involved in the Royal Ranger Ministry for 
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over 30 years and is the Kansas City Sectional Commander. Pat Davis and Randy Wilson, Springfield 
Section Area Commanders, were presented this award at Strafford A/G. Also the Outstanding Service 
Award was presented to Rev. Nelson Sachs and Rev. Jack Moore who have supported the Royal Ranger 
Ministry form the District Office level. 

September/October 1995 

1995 Royal Rangers Pow Wow Report 
On June 9, a soft rain began as 518 Royal Rangers from 50 district churches assembled for the Friday night 
outdoor Council Fire Service. Rain continued through the Huck Finn/Tom Sawyer Pageant. As the speaker, 
Rev. Phil Combs gave his final comments and the altar call, the rain stopped and 37 boys came forward to 
give their hearts to the Lord. During the Saturday night Council Fire service 47 more boys committed 
and/or rededicated their hearts to the Lord making a total of 84 boys won to the Lord at the Pow Wow this 
year. 

Special recognition was given to the five churches with the highest over-all scores on the Pow Wow 
Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the Outposts in participation in the assemblies and activities, 
uniform inspections, control and discipline and camping techniques like campsite layout, sanitation and 
health and safety. 

Outpost Inspection Trophy Winners: 
1st First A/G, Tuscumbia (OP#298) 
2nd  Central A/G, Springfield (OP#6) 
3rd Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
4th First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
5th First A/G, Bloomfield (OP#10) 
 
Raft Contest Winners: 
Race 
1st Park Crest A/G, Springfield 
2nd Susquehanna A/G, Independence 
3rd First A/G, Tuscumbia 
Best Design 
1st First A/G, Forsyth 
2nd Glad Tidings, Springfield (OP#22) 
3rd Susquehanna A/G, Independence 
 
Best Costume – First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
Best Banner – Faith Assembly, Sullivan (OP#200) 
 

November/December 1995 

Two Gold Medal of Achievements – Cory Hahn and Jake Zuydendorp 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Jake Zuydendorp and Cory Hahn at First Assembly of 
God in Lee’s Summit. Also on the same day in the evening service Cory’s sister, Angie was crowned as 
Honor Start. It is so neat when you see a brother and sister receive honor for their achievement, especially 
on the same day. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of 
hard work and determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. 

Travel Northwest Territory Trip 
On June 23rd, Jerry Millhouser, Steve Copeland, Josh Walter, Robbie Walter, Jeremy Hahn, and Matthew 
Etheridge from Southern Missouri left to go on a Home Missions project of painting an Indian church in 
Rapid City, South Dakota. The trip called TNT (Travel Northwest Territory) was a mission-type trip in 
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which the older Royal Ranger young men could participate. The young men worked very hard to complete 
the paint job on the Paha Sapa Assembly of God Church and also had some fun and Christian Fellowship. 

January/February 1996 

Rev. James McHaffie Appointed as new Men’s Ministry Director 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Michael Johnson 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Michael Johnson on October 4th at First Assembly of 
God in DeSoto. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards, which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven levels of advancement in the 
Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, plus earn nineteen of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of 
hard work and determination on the part of the boy to earn this award 

1996 Calendar of Events 
Jan 1-7........ Division FCF Missions Trip 
Jan 13......... Sedalia Section R.R. Pinewood Derby 
Jan 16......... NE Division R,R. Staff Meet 
Jan 19-20.... Divisional F.C.F. Winter Outing 
Jan 26......... SW Division R.R. Staff Meet 
Jan 27......... Area Ranger of the Year Testing, KC Sect. R.R. Pinewood Derby 
Feb 2-3........ Gulf Regional R.R. Seminar 
Feb 9........... NE Division R.R. Valentine Activity 
Feb 17......... Outpost Commander & Leader Service Award Applications Due, Section Ranger of the Year Testing 
Mar 2 .......... SW Division R.R. ICS 
Mar 9 .......... NE Division R. R. Pinewood Derby, NW Division First Aid Course 
Mar 16 ........ Kennett 6 Van Buren Section R.R. Derby, NE Division Royal Ranger Rally 
Mar 21-23... National Royal Ranger Council 
Mar 23 ........ Clinton Section R.R. Pinewood Derby 
Mar 26........ NE Division SA/B Day Camp Plan Meet 
Mar 30 ........ Division Ranger of the Year Testing, Cape Section R.R. Derby 
Apr 6........... SW Division R.R. Sportsarama 
Apr 18-20.... FCF & R.R. Exec. Comm. & Council Outpost Commander's Conference 
May 1.......... F.C.F. Applications Due 
May 3-4: Gulf Region Ranger of the Year Testing in Missouri 
May 4: NE Division SAVB R.R. Day Camp 
May 17-18... Divisional F.C.F. Spring Outings 
May 20-25... Work Week at District R.R. Campgrounds 
June 13-15.. District R.R. Pow Wow 
June 26-29.. District R.R. JLTC 
June 29....... NW Division SA/B R.R. Daycamp 
July 5-6....... FCF Frontier Adventure 
July 10-13... FCF National Rendezvous 
July 19-20... Sedalia Section R.R. Funfest 
July 23........ NE Division R.R. Comm. Meet 
Aug. 2-3...... ICC. Section R.R. Pow-Wow/Powette 
Aug. 10........ NE Division R.R. Family Fun Day 
Aug. 12-17 .. District R.R. Advanced Awards Camp 
Aug. 24........ SW Division SA/B R.R. Day Camp 
Sept. 13-14.. SE Division R.R. Campout 
Sept. 20-21.. District F.C.F. Fall Trace 
Oct. 4 .......... R.R. Executive Committee Meeting 
Oct. 4-5....... KC. Section Rangerama 
Oct. 5 .......... NE Division R.R. Volleyball 
Oct. 12 ........ SE Division SA/B R.R. Day Camp 
Oct. 18-19... Sedalia Section R.R. Fall Challenge 
Oct. 18-19... F.C.F. Wilderness Trek 
Oct. 26 ........ R.R. District Leaders Training Course 
Nov. 2.......... Flat River Section R.R. Pinewood 
Nov. 7.......... NE Division R.R. Comm. Meet 
Dec. 6-7....... R.R. Commander & Spouse Retreat 
Dec. 13........ NE Division R.R. Staff Christmas 
Dec. 27-28... SE Division Winter Campout 
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March/April 1996 

Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 19-20, 1996, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield, MO 
This is the first time a conference of this type will be held in Southern Missouri District. The purpose of 
this conference is to give the local outpost commander an opportunity to receive training, new ideas, a 
spiritual uplift and lots of information for him/her to take home to help him/her be a better-organized 
commander. 

Registration for the conference will begin at 3:00pm on the 19th with a Pinewood Derby for men and ladies 
at 6:00pm. A spiritual Rally Time will begin at 7:00pm with workshops and an auction to follow. On 
Saturday morning the Royal Ranger Advisory Council (General Session) will be held followed by 
workshops. The Saturday night banquet will be held at 5:30pm with food provided by a LFTL Team at a 
cost of $7.00 per person where special Commander Awards will be presented. There will be special 
activities for the ladies not attending the regular sessions and workshops. 

1996 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow – “Knights for Christ” 
June 13-15, 1996, $12.00 per person (includes breakfast Friday and Saturday), Speaker: Mark Gentry 

Once again Royal Rangers will gather on the Steven’s Addition at the Southern Missouri District 
Campgrounds for one great big Pow-Wow. The theme of the Pow-Wow this year will be “Knights for 
Christ” 

Begin to make plans to bring your Buckaroos, Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers to the 
greatest event for Royal Rangers in the Southern Missouri District. There will be lots of activities, fun, 
Christian Fellowship and adventure in God’s great outdoors! 

May/June 1996 

1996 Southern Missouri District Pow-Wow – “Knights for Christ” 
The District Pow Wow is the "BIG" event of the year for your a Royal Rangers! Each year the Southern 
Missouri Royal Ranger Pow Wow is centered around a special theme. The theme this year is "Knights For 
Christ". 

The Pow Wow adventure cannot be successful unless every Royal Ranger Outpost is at the Southern 
Missouri District Royal Rangers Pow Wow. Everyone's participation will make this an exciting weekend of 
fun, accomplishment, and a spiritual challenge for all the boys and men. Outposts are encouraged to bring 
and make items, clothing, etc. that will help the Pow Wow theme come alive. Special theme related 
activities will launch the boys to new levels of excitement and prepare them for new heights in their 
relationship to Jesus Christ, the Master Ranger, at the special evening council services. 

Begin to make plans to bring your Buckaroos, Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers and enjoy 
camping in God's out-of-doors and the fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can be shared at the 
Pow Wow. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer so that we will see many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy 
Spirit at the Pow Wow. 

Father and Son Receives the Gold Medal of Achievement – Frank and Brad Reed 
Commander Frank Reed, received the Gold Medal of Achievement in 1973. Following in his footsteps, his 
son, Brad Reed was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement on January 14, 1996 by Jerry Millhouser, 
District Royal Ranger Commander at Southside Assembly of God in Marshall where Rev. John Sewell is 
the pastor. Brad and his father are the first father/son team in Southern Missouri District to have achieved 
the God Medal of Achievement. The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which can 
be earned by a boy in the Royal Ranger Program. To earn this award, a boy has to complete the seven 
levels of advancement in the Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger Age Levels plus earn nineteen of the 
Merit Awards. 
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Rev. L. Jack Moore Elected as New District Superintendent 

July/August 1996 

Knights of Christ – 1996 Royal Rangers Pow Wow Highlights 
On June 13th, excitement was building as 507 Royal Rangers from 44 churches of Southern Missouri 
District assembled for the Thursday night outdoor council service. As speaker, Mark Gentry gave his final 
comments and the altar call, 43 boys came forward for salvation or a recommitment to the Lord. Eight of 
these boys said they had never been saved before. Though it was warm, it didn’t rain and we were able to 
have our Pow Wow at the campgrounds. During the Friday night council service 22 more boys committed 
and/or rededicated their lived to the Lord making a total of 65 boys won to the Lord at Pow Wow this year. 
Also on Friday night, a vast number of boys and Commanders came forward wanting the Holy Spirit. Boys 
and men were slain under the power of the Holy Spirit and many received. We don’t know how many 
received but seven boys from one church alone received the Holy Spirit. 

Special recognition was given to five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all scores on the Pow 
Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned by the efforts of the outposts in participation in the assemblies 
and activities, uniform inspection, control and discipline and camping techniques like campsite layout, 
sanitation and health and safety. 

Trophies were presented to the following: 
1st First A/G, Tuscumbia (OP#293) 
2nd  Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
3rd Central A/G, Springfield (OP#6) 
4th First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
5th Elwood Assembly of God, Springfield (OP#43) 
 
Best Costume – First A/G, Rolla (OP#132) 
Best Banner – Elwood Assembly of God, Springfield (OP#43) 

September/October 1996 

Junior Leadership Training 
JLTC trains older Royal Rangers to help with leadership in their local outpost.  The District JLTC was held 
at the National Royal Rangers Training Center on June 26-29, 1996. Training was completed by the 
following 12 young men: Joey Bohanon, Eddie Kirsch, & Mark Grantham of Central A/G, Springfield; 
Jeremy Hahn of Praise A/G, Springfield; Matt Etheridge of Ozark A/G; Josh Garner and Caleb Smith of 
Faith A/G, Sullivan; Treavor Marvel and Steven Thomas of W. County A/G; and Cory Harris of Faith A/G, 

House Springs 

1995 Royal Rangers of the Year 
At the end of each year, local outposts choose their top Royal Ranger in each age group to enter into Area, 
Sectional, Divisional and then District Competition. The boy in each age division with the highest score is 
chosen as the District Royal Ranger of the Year. 

Pictured are District Pioneer of the Year, Matthew Jernigan from Outpost #52, First A/G, Marshfield; 
Trailranger of the Year, Doug Farris from Outpost #296, Cathedral A/G, Joplin; Trailblazer of the Year, 
Cory Harris from Outpost #108, Faith A/G, House Springs. 

Oak Grove Leadership Training Course 
A leadership Training Class of men was held at Oak Grove A/G, Springfield, MO on Jan. 7, 1996 During 
the morning worship service on Sunday, June 2, 17 graduates were honored and presented with medals. It 
was an exciting time for all, a testimony to visitors, a heart stirring moment for Pastor Webb, a benefit to 
the church, , and a message of love to the boys. Those attending the class were: B.J. Webb, John Willis, 
Rick Betourne, Mark Jones, Don Bevis, Tim Andrews (Instructor), Matthew Friend, Pablo Moreno Jr., 
Robert Deckard, Andy Baldwin, Dee Forester, Randy Owens, Bob Perkins, Dwight Fay, Earl Benton, 
Francis Friedrick, Tom Rutherford (Instructor), James Winch, and Tim Brown. 
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November/December 1996 

Gold Medallists Recognized at Ozark Assembly and Calvary Assembly in Festus 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Chris Wright at Calvary A/G in Festus on February 11. 
Also, on February 18, Michael Burwick, Daniel Jenkins, Matthew Etheridge and Kaylor Stine received the 
GMA at Ozark A/G. The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which can be earned by 
a boy in the Royal Ranger Program. 

National FCF Rendezvous 
Several men and boys attended the National FCF Rendezvous at Eagle Rock, MO on July 15-19. Pictured 

are the special "outfit" contest winners for Southern Missouri District.  (Left to Right:) Michael Burwick 

wearing a Continental Army outfit; Matthew Etheridge also dressed in Continental Army style; Mark 

Grantham competed as a Mountain Man; and Jonathan Lorence was dressed as a frontier settler. 

January/February 1997 

District Pow Wow – “Western Daze” 
June 5-8, 1997 at the Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, Lake of the Ozarks. Pow Wow Speaker: 
Rev James G. McHaffie, Kingsmen Director, Cost: $12.00, Registration includes breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Each year the Southern Missouri Royal Ranger Pow Wow is centered around a special theme. The theme 
this year is “Western Daze”. Outposts are encouraged to make items, clothing, etc. that will help the Pow 
Wow theme come alive. Begin to make plans to bring your Buckaroos, Pioneers, Trailblazers and Air-Sea-
Trail Rangers. Enjoy camping in God’s out-of-doors along with the fun and wholesome Christian 
fellowship that can be shared at the Pow Wow. This year the Pow Wow is being held over until Sunday 
morning. We will have a special Sunday school time, so make plans to stay for the entire Pow Wow. 

Second Annual Commanders Conference 
April 11-12, 1997, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25.00 for Commanders, $10.00 for the 
wives. (plus food and lodging) 
This will be the second conference of this type will be held in Southern Missouri District. The purpose of 
this conference is to give the local outpost commander an opportunity to receive training, new ideas, a 
spiritual uplift and lots of information for him/her to take home to help him/her be a better-organized 
commander. The new “Challenger” Program for the older boys will be presented along with many other 
workshops. 

March/April 1997 

Second Annual Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 11-12, 1997, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25.00 for Commanders, $10.00 for the 
wives. (plus food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference is to give the local outpost commander an opportunity to receive training, 
new ideas, a spiritual uplift and lots of information for him/her to take home to help him/her be a better-
organized commander. 

Registration will begin at 3:00pm on Friday with the first workshop beginning at 7:00pm. After the 
workshop there will be a super “rally” service for a time of spiritual uplift, followed by a fun and 
fellowship time, with an auction and “Let’s Make a Deal” game. 

The General Session will begin at 8:00am on Saturday with discussion of the Pow Wow, the new 
“Challengers" Program for the older boys, Advancement Academy, etc. 

Workshops will be held in the afternoon with a steak banquet served by the LFTL crew at 5:30pm where 
Outpost Commander and District Staff Clusters will be presented. Contact the District Office for 
registration forms. 

Turning Point Seminar 
March 14-15, 1997, James River Assembly of God, Springfield, Cost: $20.00 (plus food and lodging) 
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The Turning Point & Insight Group Seminar will be conducted by the National Royal Ranger Office and is 
available to any Royal Ranger Commander or other interested church worker. The purpose of this 
conference is to give the trainee ways to help a young person prevent and/or overcome life-controlling 
problems. 
Patterson Full Gospel Assembly Awards Ceremony 
On November 24, 1996 several Royal Ranger awards were presented. The Royal Ranger Outstanding 
Service Award was presented to John Seabaugh. John so graciously has allowed the Royal Rangers to camp 
on his farm for the past several years. John and his wife attend Lake Girardeau Assembly of God in 
Whitewater, MO. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Edward Riefle and Jason Millis. 

Bob Fox received the National Medal of Merit. 

Congratulations to all these fine men! 

May/June 1997 

1997 Royal Rangers Pow Wow  
June 5-8, 1997, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, $12.00 per person, (includes breakfast Saturday 
and Sunday), Retreat Speaker – Rev. James G. McHaffie, District Kingsmen Director 

The District Pow-Wow in the “BIG” event of the year for your Royal Rangers! This year’s special theme is 
“Western Daze”. The Pow-Wow adventure cannot be successful unless every Royal Ranger Outpost is 
present. Everyone’s participation will make this an exciting weekend of fun, accomplishment and a 
spiritual challenge for the boys and men. 

Outposts are encouraged to bring and make items, clothing, etc. that will help the Pow-Wow theme come 
alive. Theme related activities will launch the boys to new levels of excitement and prepare them for new 
heights in their relationship to Jesus Christ, the Master Ranger, at the special evening council services. 

Plan to bring your Buckaroos, Pioneers, Trailblazers, and Air-Sea-Trail Rangers to enjoy camping in God’s 
great out-of-doors along with fun and wholesome Christian fellowship that can be shared. 

Let us join together in intercessory prayer so that we will see many boys saved and/or filled with the Holy 
Spirit at the Pow-Wow. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Jon Dollard 
The Gold Meal of Achievement was presented to Jon Dollard at West County Assembly of God in 
Chesterfield. Jon is pictured with his parents, Rev. and Mrs. Mike Dollard. 

“Whom Shall I Send” – Destination Leona Vicario, Quintano Roo, Mexico, by Mike Smith 
“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “whom shall I send and who will go for us?” Then said I, “Here am 
I, send me.”” Isaiah 6:8 KJV 

A similar call was given to the Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship and 13 men 
traveled to Leona Vicario, Quintano Roo, Mexico to help a small church. Our men, Jerry Millhouser, 
Stephen Copeland, Larry Breshears, Michael Botts, Gary Chrn, Foster Fuselier, Morris Golden, Donald 
Hodson, Douglas Laut, Rodney Lillard, Douglas Smith, Michael Smith and Thomas Young, participated in 
a special MAPS trip called the Pathfinder. Pathfinder Missions trips meet a specific need, that is to go and 
serve where other teams are unable to go because of primitive conditions. 

The project was to help the Mexicans finish the church roof, which entailed tying lots of steel rebar and 
later pouring concrete on bucket at a time. We also chipped away at the door and window frames, so that a 
door or wrought iron window could be installed. The final project was to begin construction of a new 
parsonage. We worked alongside the people, descendants of the Mayans. I could detect a lot of pride in 
their heritage. 

The ladies of the church prepared meals and did laundry for us. During the trip we got a glimpse at the 
culture by visiting many homes, attending the church services, and even attending a Mexican wedding and 
reception. 
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The trip was more than a construction project. It was an opportunity for us to share our faith and experience 
theirs. This was never more evident than at the dedication service when they began bringing an offering 
forward for missions! The pastor announced he would spend the next week with another Pathfinder group 
that would be working nearby. What a privilege to be a minister for such a great God! 

July/August 1997 

Record Pow Wow Attendance 
621 Royal Rangers from 52 churches, 91 Boys Saved or Rededicated 

The presence of the Lord was felt at all three evening council services during Pow Wow. Boys were saved, 
rededicated and filled with the Holy Spirit. On Saturday morning, the facilities at the campground’s 
Stevens Addition were dedicated. Sunday school classes were held on Sunday morning for each age group 
of boys. Special recognition was given to the five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all 
scores on the Pow Wow Inspection Report. We thank God for what He is doing in the lives of our boys!  

Trophies were presented to the following: 
1st First A/G, Tuscumbia (OP#298) 
2nd  Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
3rd First A/G, Carthage (OP#38) 
4th First A/G, Strafford (OP#226) 
5th First A/G, Washington (OP#197) 
 
Best Costume – Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
Best Banner – Pleasant View Assembly, Farmington (OP#283) 
Largest Group – Belton A/G (OP#31) with 42 present 

September/October 1997 

1996 Southern Missouri Royal Rangers of the Year 
At the end of the year, local outposts choose their top Royal Ranger in each age group to be entered into 
Area, Sectional, Divisional, and District competition. The Ranger of the Year Program gives recognition to 
our young men for their achievements in the Royal Rangers Ministry. 

The boys take a very comprehensive oral and written test about various topics in the Royal Rangers 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The boy in each age 
division with the highest score is chosen as the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger of the Year. 

District Pioneer of the Year was Daniel Botts of Outpost # 163, Church on the Loop in Mt. Vernon. 
Trailblazer of the year was Eddie Kirsch of Outpost 6, Central A/G in Springfield. TrailRanger of the Year 
was Jeremy Hahn of Outpost 5 , Praise Assembly in Springfield. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Shawn Ames 
Shawn Ames of Cathedral A/G, Joplin received the Gold Medal of Achievement. Earning this award takes 
a lot of hard work and determination. Shawn had to complete the seven levels of advancements in 
Trailblazers and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, and earn nineteen of the advanced awards. 

November/December 1997 

Straight Arrow/ Buckaroo Daycamp Highlights 
Each year the District sponsors a Straight Arrow/Buckaroo Daycamp in each Division. More than 600 boys 
attended these events, with activities geared toward their ages. Many boys responded to a special spiritual 
time after a full day of  “Western Daze” activities. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Benny Ferguson 
On March 20, 1997, the Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Benny Ferguson at the National 
Royal Rangers Council banquet. Benny was the first young man to have the GMA presented at a National 
Royal Rangers Council. This is one of the highest awards that can be earned by a boy in the Royal Ranger 
Advancement Program. 
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January/February 1998 

Turning Point Seminar 
The Turning Point Seminar is a practical discipleship program designed to help Royal Rangers grow to a 
closer relationship with God and avoid or overcome anything that takes their focus off that relationship. 
The seminar is designed to show Royal Ranger Commanders how life-controlling problems and situations 
affect a boy and his family. The seminar is available to anyone in the church, at a cost of $20.00 per person. 
A registration form was mailed out in the Royal Ranger end-of-the-year packet. The location has not yet 
been set. If a church has several to attend and would like to host this seminar, arrangements can be made by 
calling the district office. 

Five Receive GMA 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Dustin Gemmer, Chris Cosgrove, Travis Wycoff, Micah 
Silvey, and Tim Haggard at First Assembly of God in Raytown. The GMA is one of the highest awards 
which can be earned by a boy in the Royal Ranger Program. To earn it, a boy has to complete the seven 
levels of advancement in the Trailblazer and Air-Sea-Trail Ranger age levels, and earn nineteen of the 
Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and determination to earn this award. Congratulations! 
Royal Ranger Outpost Commander Conference 

April 3-4, 1998, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield 
All Royal Ranger Commanders are encouraged to attend this conference. It will give the local outpost 
commander an opportunity to receive training, new ideas, a spiritual uplift, and lots of information to take 
home to help him/her be an better-organized commander. The cost of the conference will be $25.00. 

March/April 1998 

Outpost Commander’s Conference 
April 3-4, 1998, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25.00 for Commanders, $10.00 for the wives. 
(plus food and lodging) 

This conference provides the local outpost commander an opportunity to receive training, new ideas, a 
spiritual uplift and lots of information for him/her to take home to help him/her be a better-organized 
commander. 

Registration will begin at 3:00pm on Friday and the first workshop begins at 6:30pm. After the workshop 
there will be a super “rally” service for a time of spiritual uplift, followed by a fun and fellowship time, 
with an auction and “Let’s Make a Deel” game. 

The General Session will begin at 8:00am on Saturday with discussion of the Pow Wow, Camporama, 
Legal Liability for Leaders, the new “Challengers” Program for the older boys, Advancement Academy, 
etc. 

Workshops will be held in the afternoon with a steak banquet served at 5:30pm where Outpost Commander 
and District Staff Clusters will be presented. Contact the District Office if you need registration forms. 

Turning Point Seminar 
March 7, 1998 Saturday Only, The Church on the Loop in Mt. Vernon, Registration begins at 7:30am, Cost 
is $20.00 

The Turning Point & Insight Group Seminar will be conducted by the National Royal Ranger Office and is 
available to any Royal Ranger Commander or other interested church worker. The purpose of the 
conference is to give the trainee was on how to help a young person prevent and/or overcome life 
controlling problems. 

Nick Housel Receives Medal of Valor 
On January 11, 1998, Nick Housel was presented a medal that few boys or men in the Southern Missouri 
District have ever earned. The Medal of Valor is presented to a person in Royal Rangers who saved a life of 
another person while risking his own life during the rescue. 

This past fall, while Nick was watching his sisters before going to school, an electrical heater in their house 
trail caught on fire. Nick took his sisters to a safe place. Unplugged the heater, tripped the electrical breaker 
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on the house, threw flour on the fire to put it out and then called his grandparents to let them know what 
had happened. Nick’s cool-headed actions saved the family home and possibly the lives of his sisters. 

Nick attends Outpost 107 at First Assembly of God in Bolivar and is the 7th boy in the Southern Missouri 
District to be presented the Medal of Valor, since it became available in 1970. 

May/June 1998 

Royal Rangers Pow Wow 
June 4-7 at Stevens Addition, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, $12.00 per person, Registration at 
camp includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday mornings. Pow Wow speakers will be Doug Laut, former 
FCF Vice President for the Friday night FCF Council Fire and Paul Stanek, National Royal Rangers 
Deputy Commander for the Saturday night pageant. Activities include paint-ball blowgun tournament, 
knife throw, stump preaching, gold rush activities, treasure hunt and more! 

July/August 1998 

1998 Royal Rangers Pow Wow – “Mining for the Lost” 
The heavy rains Thursday afternoon and night did not dampen the spirits of the Royal Rangers of Southern 
Missouri District! They turned out for the annual Southern Missouri District Pow Wow for a record 
attendance of 679 from 55 churches. Nixa Assembly had the largest attendance of 49. 

As the Saturday night service ended, boys who had come for salvation were lying prostrate on God’s rich 
earth speaking in tongues. Over 80 boys were saved during the two nights of services. Reports are that 
several were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Awards: 
1st First A/G, Bolivar (OP#107) 
2nd  Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248) 
3rd First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
4th Rangeline A/G, Joplin (OP#230) 
5th Central A/G, Springfield (OP#6) 
 
Best Costume – Oak Grove Assembly, Springfield (OP#153) 
Best Banner – Elwood Assembly, Springfield (OP#43) 
Best Outpost Yell – First A/G, Washington (OP#197) 
Largest Group – Nixa A/G (OP#20) with 49 present 

September/October 1998 

Royal Rangers Make Front Cover of District Messenger 
Pictured on the front cover of the Messenger is Southern Missouri entryway at National Camporama. 

1998 Royal Rangers of the Year 
At the end of the year, local outposts choose their top Royal Ranger in each age group to be entered into 
Area, Sectional, Divisional, and District competition. The Ranger of the Year Program recognizes these 
young men for their achievements and accomplishments in the Royal Rangers Ministry. 

The boys take a very comprehensive oral and written test about various topics in the Royal Rangers 
Handbooks, the Bible, and the Fundamental Doctrines of the Assemblies of God. 

The 1998 District Pioneer of the Year was Daniel Botts of Outpost # 163, Church on the Loop in Mt. 
Vernon. Trailblazer of the year was Caleb Smith of Outpost 200, Faith A/G in Sullivan. TrailRanger of the 
Year was Jeremy Hahn of Outpost 5, Praise Assembly in Springfield. 

Both Caleb and Jeremy went on to win the Gulf Regional Ranger of the Year competition and Jeremy 
achieved the National Royal Ranger of the Year for 1998. 
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November/December 1998 

1998 Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Fall Trace 
On September 18 & 19, the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship members traveled to John Seabaugh’s 
Silver Fox Lodge near Millersville for the District Fall Trace. Fantastic meals were prepared by the SE 
Division FCF Members and at the annual business meeting, Caleb Smith was elected as the District FCF 
Scout. The annual missions pledges were taken and $1322 was pledged to be given to Doug Marsh in Costa 
Rica. 

January/February 1999 

1999 Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 9-10, 1999, Praise Assembly of God, Springfield, MO. Begins Friday night at 6:30pm through Sat. 
night around 8:00pm. For all commanders and their spouses; $25.00 for Commanders, $15.00 for the wives 
who want to be involved in the special activities planned for them. 

Begin to make plans to attend the fourth annual conference of this type to be held in the Southern Missouri 
District. The purpose of this conference will be to give the local outpost commander an opportunity to 
receive additional training, new ideas, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to take home. This will help 
the commander to be better organized. 

March/April 1999 

Royal Rangers Pow Wow – “Seeking Eternal Treasures” 
June 10-13 at Stevens Addition, Southern Missouri District Campgrounds, $12.00 per person, Registration 
at camp includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday mornings. The Pow Wow speaker will be Fred Deaver, 
National FCF President. Activities include paint-ball blowgun tournament, hawk & knife throw, stump 
preaching, Treasure Island Day activities, treasure hunt and more! 

Awards – Aaron Jenkins and Rev. Charles Bowser 
Aaron Jenkins received his Missions Merit Award for going on a MAPS trip, from Jerry Millhouser, 
District Royal Rangers Commander. Pastor Charles Bowser was presented the Outstanding Service Award. 
Pastor Bowser, of Lake Girardeau A/G has completed the Royal Rangers Leadership Training Course and 
serves on the District Royal Ranger staff. Congratulation to both! 

Roughing It – Patterson, MO 
Royal Rangers form Full Gospel Assembly of God in Patterson, MO were among those who weathered the 
“storm of storms” on their annual campout at Millersville, from Dec. 31 – Jan. 2. Seventeen men and boys 
camped out in tents using their camping skills. The boys and leaders look forward to it every year. Those 
attending were Zack Scharr, Keith Enyart, and Jason Jenkins of Greenville; Jason and Matthew Woods of 
Clubb; Trent Deering, Matthew League, Bobby Searles and Daniel Crowley of Patterson. Leaders attending 
were Bob Fox, Tony Babb, Doug Woods, and David Deering. 

May/June 1999 

District Rangers of the Year 
At the end of the year, local outposts choose their top Royal Ranger in each age group to be entered into 
Area, Sectional, Divisional, and District competition. The boy in each of the Pioneer, Trailblazer and 
Challenger age divisions is chosen as the District Royal Ranger of the Year.  

The 1999 District Pioneer of the Year was Michael Jones of Spirit of Truth Church in Blue Springs. 
Trailblazer of the year was Daniel Botts of Outpost # 163, Church on the Loop in Mt. Vernon. TrailRanger 
of the Year was Caleb Smith of Outpost 200, Faith A/G in Sullivan. 

Congratulations to these fine young men! 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Daniel Botts 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Daniel Botts on March 21, 1999 at Church on the Loop 
in Mt. Vernon. 
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The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in Royal Ranger Ministry. To 
earn it, a boy must complete the five levels of advancement in the Trailblazer age level plus earn twenty-
eight of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and determination on the part of the boy to earn this 
award. Congratulations go to Daniel! 

July/August 1999 

1999 Royal Rangers Pow Wow – “Seeking Eternal Treasures” Report 
The hot weather and rain did not dampen the spirits of the Royal Rangers as they arrived at the 35th 
Southern Missouri District Pow Wow. They turned out at the annual Southern Missouri District Pow Wow 
for a record attendance of 697 from 55 churches. Nixa Assembly of God had the largest attendance of 39. 

On Friday afternoon, a special time of dedication of the new property was held with several of the District 
Presbyters and staff and Royal Rangers attending. 

As the Saturday night service ended, boys and commanders were filled with the Holy Spirit. Over 100 boys 
were saved during the two nights of services. 

Awards: 
1st Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248) 
2nd  First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
3rd First A/G, Buffalo (OP229) 
4th Pleasant View A/G, Farmington (OP#283) 
5th Republic A/G (OP#24) 
 
Best Costume – Pleasant View A/G, Farmington (OP#283) 
Best Outpost Flag – First A/G, Buffalo (OP#229) 
Best Outpost Yell – First A/G, Lebanon (OP#64) 
Largest Group – Nixa A/G (OP#20) with 39 present 

September/October 1999 

Junior Leadership Training Camp 
Nineteen young men attended the District Junior Training Camp on July 15 – 18, 1999 at the District Royal 
Rangers Campgrounds. 

JLTC helps prepare older Royal Ranger boys to assist the Outpost Commander. Training includes 
Campcraft Techniques, Traits of a Good Leader, Soul Winning, How to Develop a Personal Relationship 
with the Lord, and Use of the Patrol System. 

The following boys completed the training: 
Andrew Green  OP#234  Lake Girardeau A/G 
Garron Lewis  OP#219  Advance A/G 
Dane Ritter  OP#312  Victory Church, St. Clair 
Daniel Botts  OP#163  Church on the Loop, Mt. Vernon 
Gregory Sitzes  OP#105  Farmington A/G 
Ben Gamblin  OP#105  Farmington A/G 
John Edstrom  OP#211  West County A/G 
William Schnarr   OP#211  West County A/G 
Cole Smith  OP#99  Bethel Fellowship A/G 
Dustin Dwinell  OP#58  First A/G, DeSoto 
David Eckstein   OP#58  First A/G, DeSoto 
Joshua Mooney  OP#20  Nixa A/G 
Gabriel Decker  OP#122  First A/G, Eldon 
Clem Stevens  OP#237  Seneca A/G 
Jeremy McCafferty OP#200  Faith A/G, Sullivan 
Aaron Tripp  OP#100  Ironton A/G 
Marcus Laut   OP#100  Ironton A/G 
Nathan Howard  OP#6  Central A/G, Springfield 
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Jason Piatt  OP#24  Republic A/G 
 
Special devotion times were held each morning and night with several boys being filled or refilled with the 
Spirit and all rededicating their lives to the Lord. 

Outstanding Service Award – George Benjamin 
After 15 years of dedicated service, George Benjamin, Sedalia Section Royal Rangers Commander, is 
retiring due to health reasons. George was presented the Outstanding Service Award for his faithful years 
of service to Royal Rangers Ministries. You are appreciated. God Bless You! 

November/December 1999 

TNT – Travel New Territory 
TNT is a Home Missions type trip held every two years for the older Royal Ranger boys in our District. On 
July 23-31, 1999, fifteen men and boys left Springfield, MO and traveled to White Mountain Apache 
Indian Reservation to work on the Assembly of God church in White River, Arizona. We painted parts of 
the church and Missions Schools, put up guttering on the church, put together bicycles for the upcoming 
VBS, painted a complete log cabin house for a family in the church and handed out gospel information and 
invited families in the community to come to the upcoming VBS. Also, during the Royal Rangers meeting 
conducted at the church two boys were saved. Our group of Royal Rangers went by invitation to the 
Apache Headquarters and had prayer with the Chief and his staff, which was a chance of a lifetime. The 
trip is also geared to give boys a chance to have some fun on the trip. They hiked the Grand Canyon, took a 
raft ride down the Arkansas River through the Royal Gorge and toured other parts of the states of Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Colorado. Those who went on the trip were: Nick Adams, Rick Barnhouse, Robbie 
Benwell, Daniel Botts, Brent and Danny Breshears, Steve Copeland, John Edstrom, Josh Fitzwater, Rob 
Miller, Jerry Millhouser, Kevin Reed, Caleb and Mike Smith and Steve Thomas. 

First Place Winners, Marshall 
The members of Outpost 248, of South Side Assembly of God in Marshall, were the First Place trophy 
winners at the 1999 Southern Missouri District Pow Wow. Congratulations Rangers! 
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THE 2000S 

January/February 2000 

Fifth Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 14-15, 2000 at Praise Assembly of God, 3535 N. Glenstone, Springfield, MO Special Guest: Richard 
Marriott, $25 – Commander, $15.00 – Spouse (plus food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference is to give the local outpost Royal Ranger leader an opportunity to receive 
training, learn new ideas and what’s new in Royal Rangers, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to help 
him/her have a better-organized meeting. 

. 

Frontiersman Camping Fellowship News 
Several Southern Missouri District FCF members attended the Gulf Regional Territorial Rendezvous along 
with five other Districts on October 14-16, 1999 at Victory Valley in Memphis Tennessee. They came back 
again with the “Buffalo Trophy” for the “Trail Walk” activity. The Southern Missouri District Team made 
up of Mike Smith, Andy Wycoff, David Eckstein, Marcus Laut and Adam Haggard brought back the 
trophy for the second time to Southern Missouri. 

Partners With Kenya 
Kingsmen of Southern Missouri have decided to be partners with the nation of Kenya through the year 
2000. 

Helping with Royal Rangers 
Royal Rangers is new in Kenya with all the needs of a new ministry. The Kingsmen of Southern Missouri 
have the opportunity to partner with the churches of Kenya in launching Royal rangers by providing a 
starter kit for a new outpost. $75 to partner with Royal Ranger in Kenya. 

March/April 2000 

Pow Wow 2000 – “Olympics” 
June 8-11, New Royal Rangers Campgrounds, Next to Southern Missouri Campgrounds, $12.00 per person 
(includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday), Guest Speaker: Rev. James G. McHaffie, District Kingsmen 
Director. Activities include: Paint Ball Tournament, Knife and Hawk Throw, Javelin Throw, Relay Races, 
Discus Throw, Olympic Day Fun, Council Service – pageant 2 nights, Go for the Gold … and more! 

Activities 
• Workshops of the Royal Ranger 

Leaders 

• Activities and crafts for the ladies 

• Spiritual Rally with great gospel 
singing and preaching 

• Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s 
Make a Deel” & an auction time 

• General planning session for the 
District Pow Wow, National FCF 
Rendezvous, etc. 

• Special Royal Ranger Displays 

• Outpost Commander Awards and 
District Staff Cluster Awards will be 

presented at the banquet Saturday night. 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 14, 2000 
3:00 pm - Registration Begins 
6:10 pm - Workshop 
6:45 pm - “Let’s Make a Deel” 
7:30 pm - Rally 
8:30 pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 15, 2000 
7:00 am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00 am - General Session & Council 
12:00 pm -Lunch at the Church 
1:00 pm - Workshops 

5:30 pm - Banquet, Steak Dinner ($8.00ea) 
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Royal Rangers Bike Rally a Fun Time for All 
On October 2, 1999, the Sullivan Section sponsored a Royal Ranger Bike Rally at Victory Church in St. 
Clair. The Rally consisted of the following events: Weaving Wand, Barrel Race, Ping-Pong Ball Race, 
Balloon Blowing Race, and a Speed Race. 

Boys were challenged with going fast while maintaining control of the bicycles. Every Ranger was required 
to wear a helmet while competing. A devotional time with the boys was conducted and the boys responded 
very well. 

The awards featured Northeast Divisional Commander, Wayne Medley, handing out the trophies and 
ribbons. This is the first Royal Ranger event held in the Sullivan Section in many years. 

May/June 2000 

Gold Medal of Achievement Winners – Jason Piatt and Nick Adams 
Jason Piatt, of Republic Assembly of God Outpost #24, received the Gold Medal of Achievement presented 
by National Royal Ranger Commander Richard Marriott on February 13, 2000. 

Nick Adams, of Elwood Assembly of God Outpost #43, was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement on 
March 19, 2000 by District Royal Ranger Commander Jerry Millhouser. 

The GMA is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in Royal Ranger Ministry. To earn it a boy must 
complete the five levels of advancement in the Trailblazer age level plus earn 28 of the Merit Awards. 
Great Job Rangers! 

District Rangers of the Year 
On March 24-25 we held the annual Divisional and District Royal Ranger of the Year Competition. To 
reach this level of testing a boy must be selected as the most representative Ranger boy in his age group at 
the church, area and sectional levels. Testing includes an Oral Interview, Written Test, Uniform Inspection, 
Evaluation of a notebook covering the past year’s accomplishments and six skills tests. This year they 
tested in Ropecraft, Firecraft, Toolcraft, First Aid, Nature and Survival, and Map and Compass. The 
District winners were: Pioneers – Noah Buboltz, Central Assembly of God, Raytown; Trailblazers, Chase 
Replogle, First Assembly of God, Jefferson City, and Challengers – Caleb Smith, Faith Assembly of God, 
Sullivan, Chase and Caleb will go to represent our District at Regional testing in Memphis. 

Pow Wow 2000 – “Olympics” 
June 8-11, New Royal Rangers Campgrounds, Next to Southern Missouri Campgrounds, $12.00 per person 
(includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday), Guest Speaker: Rev. James G. McHaffie, District Kingsmen 
Director. Activities include: Paint Ball Tournament, Knife and Hawk Throw, Javelin Throw, Relay Races, 
Discus Throw, Olympic Day Fun, Council Service – pageant 2 nights, Go for the Gold … and more! 

July/August 2000 

2000 Pow Wow Highlights 
On June 8, excitement was building as boys from 60 churches of Southern Missouri District began to set up 
camp for the 36th annual District Pow Wow. 

The presence of the Lord was evident at all three evening council services with over 200 boys being saved 
or rededicating their hearts to the Lord, and many filled with the Holy Spirit during the Pow Wow. 

Sunday school classes were held on Sunday morning for each age group of boys. 

Special recognition was given to the five churches at the Pow Wow with the highest over-all score on the 
Pow Wow Inspection Report. Scores were earned in participation in the assemblies and activities, uniforms, 
control, discipline, and camping techniques like campsite layout, sanitation and health and safety. 

Awards: 
1st Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248) 
2nd  First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
3rd Forest Ave. A/G, Springfield (OP#310) 
4th Republic A/G (OP#24) 
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5th First A/G, Eldon (OP#122) 
 
Best Costume – Oak Grove A/G, Springfield (OP#153) 
Best Outpost Flag – People’s Church, Arnold (OP#92) 
Best Outpost Yell – Republic A/G (OP#24) 
Best Entryway – Forest Ave. A/G, Springfield (OP#310) 

Twelve Men Reach out to Saban, Quintana Roo, Mexico 
Twelve men from the Southern Missouri District Daniel Boone FCF Chapter left Missouri on March 5, 
2000 to go on a missions trip to Saban, State of Quintana Roo, Mexico. Their mission: to help a local 
Assembly of God church put a roof on their church. 

After an uneventful flight into Cancun, the group was spirited away by Missionaries Dave and Nancy Cave 
to the first destination, Leona Vicario, site of the last Pathfinders trip. Here the men took part in the local 
Sunday night service. 

Early Monday morning, the group left for Saban, being 170 miles from Cancun and in the middle of the 
Yucatan Peninsula and a little over a half day’s journey to complete. Upon arrival, work began to prepare 
the roof for pouring concrete the next morning. 

Tuesday, 3am came early because it was time to get up and start the procedure for pouring the concrete 
roof. Two huge piles of sand, hand-mixed with bagged cement and gravel started the festivities. Mix, add 
water and shovel, shovel into five gallon buckets, lift hand over head till it was poured on the roof. The first 
two piles took three hours but we had lots of help, three local Mayan Indians to each one of us. The job was 
done before noon to beat the heat. Enough time was left in the day to begin building pews out of wood as 
hard as iron. A children’s service was held in the evening with the devotion being translated into Spanish 
and Mayan. 

Wednesday brought more pew building and an evening missionary service in the nearby town of San 
Felipe. Our group walked throughout the town handing out tracts and inviting the people to come to the 
evening service, which was great. 

On Thursday, the pews were finished and a roof and doorframes and doors were built on a new restroom 
for the church. 

It was a blessing to see the appreciation in the eyes of the people for the work that was accomplished for 
the Lord. 

2000 Royal Ranger Outpost Commander’s Conference 
The fifth Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger Outpost Commander’s Conference was held on April 14 
& 15 at Praise Assembly of God in Springfield. There were more in attendance than in the past. A special 
spiritual rally was held on Friday night where the leaders were challenged to not “burn out” but become 
“on fire” by our Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Guest speaker, Richard Marriott, encouraged the leaders 
in their ministry to boys. 

September/October 2000 

Gold Medal of Achievement – Jeremy Hensley 
On July 9, 2000, the Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Jeremy Hensley at First Assembly of 
God in Lebanon. The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which can be earned by a 
boy in the Royal Ranger Advancement Program. To earn this award a boy has to complete the five levels 
on advancements in the Trailblazer plus earn twenty-eight of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work 
and determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. 

Annual FCF Fall Trace 
The annual Southern Missouri District FCF Fall Trace will be held at the new Royal Ranger Campground 
at the Lake of the Ozarks. This activity is for all of the FCF members in Southern Missouri District. 
Activities like Black Powder Shooting, Tomahawk Throwing, Knife Throwing, etc. will be held with 
nightly council fire service. 
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National Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Rendezvous 
On July 17-21, approximately 40 FCF members from Southern Missouri District attended the National FCF 
Rendezvous at Eagle Rock, MO. The National Rendezvous is held every four years and is a great 
opportunity for the men and boys to meet with other FCF members from across the nation and have 
Christian fellowship with them at the nightly services and throughout the day. Approximately 1000 were in 
attendance at the Rendezvous. 

Commander & Spouse Retreat 
Now is the time to reserve a room at the Settle Inn for the District Outpost Commander’s Retreat. We have 
27 rooms being held until the middle of October at the Settle Inn at a cost of $69.00 each. You may reserve 
rooms at other locations if you wish. We will meet again this year on Friday night at the Settle Inn for some 
fun and Christian fellowship with each other. Plan to bring some of your favorite “snack” foods to share 
with the others. We will have some fun games and an optional gift exchange. If you wish to participate, 
bring a $5.00 gift for each person who participates. 

On Saturday, you are on your own to do whatever you wish. Many of us meet at Silver Dollar City in the 
late afternoon to see the lights and soak up the wonderful atmosphere. Royal Ranger men, this is a good 
time for you to set aside some time to treat your spouse to a special weekend. Hope to see you in 
December. 

November/December 2000 

District FCF Fall Trace 
The Southern Missouri District Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship held their 
annual Fall Trace on September 15-17, on the new Royal Rangers Campgrounds. The men and boys camp 
in early frontier days type shelter, dress in costumes of the period, and hold activities like hawk and knife 
throwing, black powder shooting, costume judging, flint and steel, etc. Mike Smith is the newly elected 
FCF President. 

2000 District Junior Training Trails 
The 2000 District JTT was held at the Royal Rangers Campgrounds on July 27-30. JTT is a special 
backpacking training event for the older Royal Rangers in the District. The Rangers are taught how to pack 
a backpack, how to prepare trail food before going on a hike, preparation of the trail food on the 
backpacking trip, survival skills, etc. The two days are spent on a backpacking trip. 

District LTC Camp 
On July 29 & 29, thirteen men from the District came to the District Royal Ranger Campground to attend 
the first District-wide Leadership Training Campout. Training was provided on proper camping methods, 
campsite layout, cooking, use of the compass, crafts, patrol method of camping, etc. 

District Advancement Camp 
This year proved to be the best yet! God is faithful and He showed up to bless the 51 men and 112 in 
attendance. The Rangers typically earn about 3-6 merits in everything from Animal Husbandry to 
Computer Science to Wilderness Survival. There were devotions, council fires, or pageants every day 
where boys were saved, rededicated their lives, and/or were baptized in the Holy Spirit. There were 375 
parents, pastors, leaders and boys attending the Awards Banquet at Warrensburg A/G on the final night. 
During testimony time, the boys did not speak much of the hardships or even the merit awards, but instead 
they told of the things God has done in their lives. 

Straight Arrow/Buck-A-Roo Day Camp 
Each year the District sponsors a SA/Buck Day Camp in each Division. More that 600 boys, ages 5-8, 
attend these events with activities geared toward their age group. Many boys responded to a special 
spiritual time after a full day of “Olympic Days’ activities. 



106 

January/February 2001 

Sixth Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 20-21, 2001 at Praise Assembly of God, 3535 N. Glenstone, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, 
$15.00 – Spouse (plus food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference is to give the local outpost Royal Ranger leader an opportunity to receive 
training, learn new ideas and what’s new in Royal Rangers, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to help 
him/her have a better-organized outpost meeting. 

 

Highlights from the Annual Royal Rangers Commander/Spouse Retreat 
The annual Commander/Spouse Retreat was held in Branson on Dec. 2 & 3. The purpose of this retreat is 
to give the Royal Ranger leaders an opportunity to have a special outing with his/her spouse for food, fun, 
fellowship and relaxation. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Cole Smith 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Cole Smith on October 1, 2000 at Bethel Fellowship in 
Florissant. The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award which a young man can achieve in Royal 
Rangers. 

Activities 
• Workshops for the Royal Ranger Leaders 

• Activities and crafts for the ladies 

• Spiritual Rally with great gospel singing and 
preaching 

• Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s Make a 
Deel” & an auction time 

• General planning session for the District Pow 
Wow, JLTC, 2002 National Camporama, etc. 

• Special Royal Ranger Displays featuring knife 
sharpening, FCF Items, etc. 

• Learn about the new Royal Rangers Program 
coming in 2002. 

• Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff 
Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet 

Saturday night. 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 20, 2001 
3:00 pm - Registration Begins 
6:00 pm - Workshop 
6:45 pm - “Let’s Make a Deel” 
7:30 pm - Rally 
8:30 pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 21, 2001 
7:00 am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00 am - General Session & Council 
12:00 pm -Lunch at the Church 
1:00 pm - Workshops 

5:30 pm - Banquet, Steak Dinner ($8.00ea) 
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March/April 2001 

Sixth Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 20-21, 2001 at Praise Assembly of God, 3535 N. Glenstone, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, 
$15.00 – Spouse (plus food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference is to give the local outpost Royal Ranger leader an opportunity to receive 
training, learn new ideas and what’s new in Royal Rangers, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to help 
him/her have a better-organized outpost meeting. 

 

2001 Pow Wow – “Exploring the Heavens” 
June 7-10, Royal Rangers Campground at the Southern Missouri District campgrounds, $12.00 per person 
– includes Saturday and Sunday Breakfast, Guest Speaker: Richard Marriott, National Royal Rangers 
Commander 

Activities include: 
Paintball       Space Travel 
Moon Walk      SUMO Wrestling 
Space Simulator      Model Rockets 
Flying Saucers      Space Golf 
Council Service      Pageant 2 nights 
And more! 

May/June 2001 

198
th
 Gold Medal of Achievement 

One hundred ninety eight boys in the Southern Missouri District have earned the Gold Medal of 
Achievement since it began in 1964. Recently, four more boys have earned this prestigious award. The 
Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which can be earned by a boy in the Royal 
Ranger Advancement Program. To earn this award a boy has to complete the five levels of advancement in 
the Trailblazer age group plus twenty-eight of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and 
determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. We congratulate all of the boys, and men, who have 
earned this honor in the past 27 years! 
The most recent recipients are: 
Travis Cozine – Calvary Assembly, Festus 
David Green – Lake Girardeau Assembly, Whitewater 
Clint Patton – Southside Assembly, Marshall 

Activities 
• Workshops for the Royal Ranger Leaders 

• Activities and crafts for the ladies 

• Spiritual Rally with great gospel singing and 
preaching 

• Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s Make a 
Deel” & an auction time 

• General planning session for the District Pow 
Wow, JLTC, 2002 National Camporama, etc. 

• Special Royal Ranger Displays featuring knife 
sharpening, FCF Items, etc. 

• Learn about the new Royal Rangers Program 
coming in 2002. 

• Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff 
Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet 

Saturday night. 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 20, 2001 
3:00 pm - Registration Begins 
6:00 pm - Workshop 
6:45 pm - “Let’s Make a Deel” 
7:30 pm - Rally 
8:30 pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 21, 2001 
7:00 am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00 am - General Session & Council 
12:00 pm -Lunch at the Church 
1:00 pm - Workshops 

5:30 pm - Banquet, Steak Dinner ($8.00ea) 
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Garron Lewis – First Assembly, Advance 

2001 Pow Wow – “Exploring the Heavens” 
June 7-10, Royal Rangers Campground at the Southern Missouri District campgrounds, $12.00 per person 
– includes Saturday and Sunday Breakfast, Guest Speaker: Richard Marriott, National Royal Rangers 
Commander 

Activities include: 
Paintball       Space Travel 
Moon Walk      SUMO Wrestling 
Space Simulator      Model Rockets 
Flying Saucers      Space Golf 
Council Service      Pageant 2 nights 
And more! 

Make plans for you and your boys to attend Pow Wow! A special time for boys to meet with each other, 
and the Holy Spirit! 

July/August 2001 

2001 Pow Wow Report 
Thank the Lord! The rain stopped as the Royal Rangers arrived at the 37th annual Southern Missouri 
District Pow Wow for a record attendance of 860 from 62 churches. Breakfast was prepared two mornings 
and within a time span of 45 minutes each morning, the 860 men and boys devoured 60 gallons of milk and 
orange juice, 250 pounds of bananas, 100 boxes of cereal, 100 loaves of bread, 175 pounds of sausage, 125 
pounds of ham, 160 dozen eggs and 220 pancakes! 

The boys enjoyed the various activities throughout the day with the Orbitron, Kart Wheel and MoonWalk 
being the highlights. 

As the Saturday night service ended, many boys and commanders were filled with the Holy Spirit. About 
150 boys were saved or rededicated their hearts to the Lord throughout the Pow Wow. Special thanks go to 
all that gave of their time and talent to help make this year’s Pow Wow a wonderful time for all. 
 
Awards: 
1st Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248) 
2nd  First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
3rd Oak Grove A/G, Springfield (OP#153) 
4th Republic A/G (OP#24) 
5th First A/G, Eldon (OP#122) 
 
Best Costume – Oak Grove A/G, Springfield (OP#153) 
Best Outpost Flag – People’s Church, Arnold (OP#92) 
Best Outpost Yell – Republic A/G (OP#24) 
Best Entryway –  1st Place – Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
  2nd Place – Evangel Temple, Springfield (OP#97) 
  3rd Place – Elwood Assembly, Springfield (OP#43) 
 

2001 Royal Rangers Commanders Conference Report 
The sixth annual Royal Ranger Outpost Commander’s Conference was held at Praise Assembly of God in 
Springfield, MO on April 20-21 with record attendance. 

Richard Marriott, National Royal Ranger Commander, presented the new Royal Rangers Program, which 
will be coming out in March, 2002. Rev. Stan Welch, pastor of First A/G, Mansfield, MO, gave a sincere 
challenge to the leaders in the Friday night rally. Various workshops were held on Saturday for the leaders 
and their spouses. Steve Copeland, Don Higinbotham, Jessica Copeland, Linda Reece, Brenda Millhouser, 
Beth Etheridge and Jewell Woodward worked together to prepare a fantastic steak dinner for the Saturday 
night banquet. Our sincere thanks to all who helped make this year’s conference a tremendous success! 
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September/October 2001 

Junior Leadership Training Camp and Advanced Junior Training Camp 
Twelve men and fifteen boys came out for the Junior Leadership Training Camp and Advanced Junior 
Training Camp under the direction of Max Towler, District Training Coordinator. The boys honed their 
leadership skills by practicing the Patrol Method, and attending many classes including Ho to Study the 
Bible, Soul Winning, Junior Leaders in the Outpost, Traits of a Good Leader, Conducting a Council Fire, 
The Importance of Recreation and several campcraft classes. The boys conducted the council fire service 
on Saturday evening. They all did a great job! On of the highlights of the camp was a 30 pound, 1 ½ foot 
diameter bolo presented to Cmdr. Mike Smith in recognition of his fine job as Chief Cook. Thanks to all 
the staff for a great job!  

Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat 
Now is the time to reserve a room at Settle Inn for the District Royal Ranger Outpost Commander/ Spouse 
Retreat. Rooms are being held at Settle Inn at a cost of $50.oo each. You may reserve rooms at other 
locations if you wish. We will meet again this year on Friday night at 7:30pm at the Settle Inn for some fun 
and Christian fellowship with each other. Plan to bring some of your favorite “snack” foods to share with 
the others. We will have some fun games and an optional gift exchange. If you wish to participate, bring a 
$10.00 gift per couple participating. On Saturday, you are on your own to do whatever you wish. Many of 
us will meet at Silver Dollar City in the late afternoon to see the lights and soak up the wonderful 
atmosphere. Royal Ranger men, this is a god time to set aside some time to treat your spouse to a special 
weekend. Hope to see you in December! Make your reservation, now! 

Royal Rangers National Training Camp 
Eighteen men attended the National Royal Ranger Training Camp held on July 18-22 at the National Royal 
Ranger Training Center at Eagle Rock, MO. in the picture are the men who served on the staff of the camp 
and the trainees who attended this year. 

The National Training Camp is a training camp for Royal Ranger leaders to help them better understand 
how it feels to be a boy in the local church outpost meeting. Training is given to the men in the areas of 
Soul Winning, Dealing with Boys with Problems, Using the Patrol Method, Council Fires, Toolcraft, Rope 
Craft, Nature Study, Fire Craft, Tinfoil Cooking, First Aid, Compass, Lashing, Safety, Conducting an 
Outpost Meeting, Advancements, You as a Leader, and Camp Recreation. 

Every Royal Ranger leader needs to attend a National Training Camp if they have not done so. The next 
one to be held in Southern Missouri District will be on September 5-8, 2002. 

FCF Frontier Adventure 
Forty Greenhorns passed their final testing phase and became full-fledged members of the Frontiersman 
Camping Fellowship, Daniel Boon Chapter. We were blessed to have another 6 greenhorns from the 
Arkansas District join us for this Frontier Adventure/Phase II testing. Training included, making beef jerky, 
making a choker, frontier cooking, frontier dress, flint and steel, hawk and knife, and more. Mike Smith 
gave a great devotion at the Council Fire on Friday night entitled “The Principle of the Frog” – submitted 
by Rick Barnhouse 

November/December 2001 

Buckaroo/Straight Arrow Training Camp 
Nineteen Royal Ranger leaders attended the National Buckaroo/Straight Arrow Training Conference on 
August 17-19 at Camp SONrise in Ozark, MO. This particular camp is designed to help the Royal Ranger 
leaders with the youngest age groups with crafts, devotions and Bible Studies, soul winning, counseling, 
conducting the meeting, etc. 

Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Fall Trace 
The annual District Fall Trace was held on September 14-16 at the District Commander’s farm, west of 
Springfield. Many activities were held for the men and boys to show their skills with hawk, knife, 
muzzleloader, flint & steel, and stump preaching. 
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Greg Sitzes from Farmington was elected as the new District FCF Scout. Steve Copeland and his crew 
prepared a feast for the group by cooking a 200-pound hog and all the fixings. A tremendous council fire 
was held both nights with a good display of the American Flag. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented – Devin Hawkins 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Devan Hawkins from Outpost #219 of Advance A/G on 
August 12th. The GMA is the highest award which a Royal Ranger may earn. 

TNT – Travel New Territory 
Ten young men and five leaders went on the TNT to the Outer Banks of North Carolina on July 27-Aug 4. 
TNT is a Christian Service/Missions Trip for the older Royal Rangers of the Southern Missouri District. It 
is designed to allow the older Rangers to participate in a special “Home Missions” type activity somewhere 
outside of our district. The group participated in a special Royal Ranger service at Wanchese A/G, N.C. 
Royal Rangers who attended are Robert Helfer, Jr., Jackson Hunt, Cody Kopaska, Ryan Laffoon, Greg 
Matthews, Jason Piatt, Chase Replogle, Braum Ross, Cole Smith and Kyle Watson. 
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January/February 2002 

Seventh Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 12-13, 2002 at Central Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, $15.00 – Spouse (plus 
food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference is to give the local outpost Royal Ranger leader an opportunity to receive 
training, learn new ideas and what’s new in Royal Rangers, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to help 
him/her have a better-organized outpost meeting. 

 

Gold Medals of Achievement 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was recently presented to boys from Church on the Loop in Mt. Vernon, 
First Assembly of God in Nevada, Central Assembly of God, in Raytown, and First Assembly of God in 
Bolivar. The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award that a young man can achieve in Royal 
Rangers. To earn it a boy must complete the five levels of advancement in the Trailblazer age level plus 
twenty-eight of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and determination on the part of the boy to 
earn this award. Congratulation to all these fine young men! The recipients are: 
Seth Botts – Church on the Loop, Mt. Vernon 
Joshua Eaton – First A/G, Nevada 
Loren Zarifis – First A/G, Nevada 
Jordan Pingleton – Central A/G, Raytown 
Matthew Brookbank – Central A/G, Raytown 
Kevin Barnhouse – First A/G, Bolivar 

Royal Ranger Advancement Academy 
This past August, 92 boys and 50 men and women gathered at Knob Noster State Park for what has become 
the largest training event in the district. Each day of the weeklong Advancement Academy boys attend 8 
hours of instruction for a merit of their choosing. Aviation, Puppetry, Plumbing, Safety, Firecraft and 
Wilderness Survival are just some of the 49 merits offered at the camp. Typically a boys can earn 3-5 
merits at the camp depending on the difficulty of the merit. In addition to merit work the boys spend time 
each day in personal devotions, recreation and council fire time. After completing their Gold Medal of 
Achievement, older boys get the opportunity to serve on Junior Staff and perform many duties around camp 
as well as being an inspiration to the younger boys.   
 

Activities 
• Workshops for the Royal Ranger Leaders 

• “Ranger Basics” – for leaders who have not taken 
the Leadership Training Course 

• “Transition Course” – for leaders who have taken 
the Leadership Training Course 

• Activities and crafts for the ladies 

• Spiritual Rally with great gospel singing and 
preaching 

• Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s Make a 
Deel” & an auction time 

• General planning session for the District Pow 
Wow, JLTC, 2002 National Camporama, etc. 

• Special Royal Ranger Displays featuring knife 
sharpening, FCF Items, etc. 

• Learn about the new Royal Rangers Program 

• Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff 
Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet 

Saturday night. 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 12, 2002 
8:00am - “Ranger Basics” 
3:00pm - Registration Begins 
6:00pm - Workshop 
6:45pm - “Let’s Make a Deel” 
7:30pm - Rally 
8:30pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 13, 2002 
7:00am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00am - General Session & Council 
11:15am - Workshop 
12:00pm -Lunch at the Church (included in 
registration fee) 
1:00pm - Workshops 

5:30pm - Banquet, Steak Dinner ($9.00ea) 



112 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 12, 2002 
8:00am - “Ranger Basics” 
3:00pm - Registration Begins 
6:00pm - Workshop 
6:45pm - “Let’s Make a Deel” 
7:30pm - Rally 
8:30pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 13, 2002 
7:00am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00am - General Session & Council 
11:15am - Workshop 
12:00pm -Lunch at the Church (included in 
registration fee) 
1:00pm - Workshops 

5:30pm - Banquet, Steak Dinner ($9.00ea) 

March/April 2002 

Seventh Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 12-13, 2002 at Central Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, $15.00 – Spouse (plus 
food and lodging) 

Registration begins on Friday at 3:00pm. The first workshop will begin at approximately 6:00pm followed 
by a time for fun and fellowship with “Let’s Make a Deel” and a super Royal Ranger Rally following. The 
rally will be a time of spiritual uplift with great gospel singing and preaching.  

After the rally, there will be more fun with the auction 
time. Please bring items to donate to the auction. The 
proceeds will go to the Southern Missouri District Royal 
Ranger Ministry to help pay for postage, phone calls, 
newsletters, etc. 

If you would like to set up a display table of items that 
you use in your outpost, you are encouraged to do so. 
Also, you may sell items if you wish. Let me know if you 
plan to set up a display. If you sell items, we ask that you 
consider donating something to the auction. The man form 
Bass Pro Shops will be back to sharpen knives for $1.00. 

The General Session on Saturday morning will be a 
business session to make plans for the various activities 
held in the District, like Pow Wow, FCF Outings, 2002 
National Camporama, etc. All leaders are invited to meet 
with the District Staff at this time. Also Richard Marriott, 
National Royal Ranger Commander, along with his staff, 
will be there to help explain where the National Office is 
with the new upcoming Royal Ranger Program. 

Several different workshops will be held after the General Session on Saturday. There will be workshops 
for everyone whether you want to learn more about something for FCF or to use as a commander in your 
weekly outpost meetings. 

Royal Ranger leaders who have taken the old Leadership Training Course will have an opportunity to take 
the “Transition Course” to update you on the new program. Anyone who has not taken the Leadership 
Training Course may sign up to take the new “Ranger Basics” Training Course which is the first part of the 
new Leadership Training Course. Ranger Basics will be held on Friday. Please indicate on the registration 
form if you wish to take either of these courses. There will be an additional fee for these courses to cover 
the cost of the booklets and medals. 

There will be special craft activities for the ladies on Saturday or they may go shopping. If they plan to 
make the crafts, they will need to pay the $15.00 fee. 

Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet on 
Saturday night. Please plan to attend this conference and stay for the Saturday night banquet at a cost of 
$9.00 each. You will be glad you came. 

A registration form was mailed out in the December mailing to all churches and commanders on the 
mailing list. Please contact a district staff person if you misplaced it. Please return the registration form as 
soon as possible to give us an idea of how many will be coming so we can make notebooks, order food, etc. 

2002 Royal Rangers Pow Wow 
June 6-9 at So. Mo. District Campgrounds – Rocky Mount, MO. $15.00 includes breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday. Activities include Lawn Mower Races, Obstacle Course, Archery, fireworks, FCF Village, Foot 
Races, Flag Raising Contest, Rifle Shoot, Council Service, pageant 2 nights and more! Guest Speaker – 
Fred Deaver, National FCF President. 
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October Gold Medal of Achievement 
David Eckstein was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement at First Assembly of God in DeSoto on 
October 7, 2001. The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award that a young man may earn in 
Royal Rangers. 

May/June 2002 

Gold Medal of Achievement – Michael Jones 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Michael Jones at Spirit and Truth Worship Center in 
Blue Springs on February 24, 2002. The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards which 
can be earned by a boy in the Royal Ranger Ministry. To earn the award a boy has to complete twenty-four 
of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. 
Congratulations goes to Michael! 

LTC at Cape Girardeau 
On March 8-10, 2002 a group of Leadership Training Instructors held the Royal Ranger Training Course at 
the Teen Challenge Facility in Cape Girardeau. This training course was sponsored by the First Assembly 
of God Church in Cape Girardeau with several attending from the churches around the section and several 
from the Teen Challenge Facility. 

National Royal Ranger Council 
Several of the Southern Missouri District Staff attended the National Royal Ranger Council held in 
Springfield on March 20-23. The men were trained about the upcoming new Royal Ranger Program which 
is forth coming. The Ranger Kids which is for grades K-2nd is scheduled to be available in September, 
2002. The Discovery Rangers, grade 3-5; Adventure Rangers, grades 6-8; and Expedition Rangers, grade 9-
12 will be released in March of 2003. 

2002 Royal Rangers Pow Wow 
June 6-9 at SO MO District Campgrounds – Rocky Mount, MO - $15.00 includes breakfast Saturday and 
Sunday. Activities include: Lawn Mower Races, Obstacle Course, Archery, Fireworks, FCF Village, Foot 
Races, Flag Raising Contest, Rifle Shoot, Council Service – pageant 2 nights and more. National FCF 
President, Fred Deaver will be the guest speaker. 

July/August 2002 

In God We Trust – Highlights of the 38
th
 Annual Royal Rangers Pow Wow 

God gave us beautiful weather for the annual Pow Wow, along with a record attendance of 917 from 68 
churches! Englewood Assembly of God in Independence had the largest attendance of 47. Two hundred 
fifty four boys were saved during the two nights of services with several filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Awards: 
1st Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248) 
2nd  First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
3rd First A/G, Eldon (OP#122) 
4th Oak Grove A/G, Springfield (OP#153) 
5th Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
6th Forest Ave. A/G, Springfield (OP#310) 
 
Best Costume – Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
Best Outpost Flag – People’s Church, Arnold (OP#92) 
Best Entryway –  1st Place – Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
 

Congratulations to Our 2002 District Rangers of the Year 
The annual District Ranger of the Year competition was held at First Assembly of God in Rolla on April 
19-20. Pictures are those boys who achieved the District Ranger of the Year. (Left to Right) Pioneers – 
Joshua Pingleton, Central Assembly, Raytown, Outpost #88; Trailblazer – Tommy Reigel, Central 
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Assembly, Springfield, Outpost #6; Challengers – Clint Patton, Southside Assembly, Marshall, Outpost 
#248. We congratulate these fine young men on a job well done! 
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Royal Rangers Present Colors in Arrowhead Stadium, Kansas City 
Central Assembly of God Raytown, Royal Rangers Outpost #88 presents the colors to an all-time record 
crowd of over 21,000 fans at the Kansas City Wizards game in Arrowhead Stadium on 4 May, 2002. The 
color guard, organized and trained by Senior Commander D.J. Hall included: Luke Wood, Frank Kissick, 
Seth Alley, Phillip Wilson, Jordan Pingleton, Joshua Pingleton, and standby, Ben Mora. 

September/October 2002 

In God We Trust – National Camporama 
On July 15-19, over 200 men and boys from Southern Missouri District joined 5,127 other Royal Rangers 
from across the USA at the 2002 National Royal Ranger Camporama at Eagle Rock, MO. This was the 
largest attendance ever to attend a national event from our district. 

Many boys were saved and/or filled with the Spirit and it is estimated that over 2,000 boys and men were at 
the altars throughout the Camporama. 

Christopher Dalla Rosa from James River A/G broke the National NRA record for shooting in the prone 
position, and the Daisy BB Gun Competition record for shooting in the kneeling position. 

Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers won first place in Best Camp, Best Activity, Best Entryway, and 
Best District Flag. Congratulations to all who represented our District at this year’s National Camporama. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Awarded 

On July 24th, Joey Hahn was awarded the Gold Medal of Achievement by Jerry Millhouser, District 
Commander, at Praise Assembly of God in Springfield, MO. The Gold Medal is the award which a Royal 
Ranger may earn. Pictured are Joey with his family, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hahn; sister Sherry and brother 
Jeremy, who had previously earned the Gold Medal of Achievement. Richard Marriott, National 
Commander, was present to congratulate Joey. 

November/December 2002 

National Training Camp 
On Sept. 5-8, 2002, Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers hosted the National Training Camp at Eagle 
Rock, MO. of the 38 trainees from several different states, twelve from Southern Missouri District attended 
and completed the strenuous training. National Training Camp is a camp where the Royal Ranger men 
leaders are put in a camping situation like a boy would experience it. Leaders receive training in campcraft 
techniques, soul winning, counseling, the patrol system, how to conduct a Royal Ranger meeting, etc. 

SW Division 2002 Ranger Kids Day Camp 
2002 Ranger Kids Day Camp on September .14 at the District Commander’s farm, west of Republic. A 
record attendance of 225 attended the camp. 

Frontiersman Camping Fellowship 
The annual District FCF Fall Trace was held on Sept. 20-22 at John Seabaugh’s farm in Millersville. Many 
activities were held for the men and boys to show their skills with the hawk, knife, muzzleloader, flint & 
steel, etc. 

GMA Awarded 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Joseph LeVart from Victory Church in St. Clair on 
September 15. The GMA is the highest award which a Royal Ranger may earn. Joseph is the first boy in a 
non-Assemblies of God Royal Rangers chartered outpost to receive the GMA. 

Republic A/G Royal Rangers Minister in Buena Vista, Colorado 
Royal Rangers Ministry is about more than Pow Wow! It’s also about ministering to those around us, even 
when they are far away from our homes. On Aug. 24-30, Republic Assembly of God Royal Rangers 
traveled to Buena Vista, Colorado to help out at the Arkansas Valley Christian Mission. They took food 
items donated by the Convoy of Hop and helped out with a variety of jobs at the mission, including 
washing windows and leveling off gravel in front of the mission for a parking area. 
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We thank God for all he is doing through the boys of Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers. 

January/February 2003 

Eighth Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 11-12, 2003 at James River Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, $15.00 – Spouse 
(plus food and lodging) 

The purpose of this conference will be to give the local outpost Royal Ranger Leader an opportunity to 
receive training, learn new ideas and what’s new in Royal Rangers, a spiritual uplift and lots of information 
to help him/her have a better-organized outpost meeting. 

 

Gold Medals of Achievement 
Congratulations to Austin Adams, Cody Adams, Robert Brossett, Trevor Lauer, Bret Smith, and Tyler 
Whitmore, all of First Assembly of God in Rolla. The six Royal Rangers were presented with the GMA 
award on December 1, 2002. 

David Adams and his parents attend Church on the Loop in Mt. Vernon. David received his GMA at the 
annual Joplin Council of Achievement. 

Always Reach for the Gold – Annette Whitmore 
Before you were born God knew you, and began his master plan. 
He watched you every moment, as you grew into a man. 
And with each step your took, He guided you with care, 
And let you know without a doubt, that he was always there. 
And though at time you felt you failed, or made an unwise choice, 
You know if you would listen, you’d hear His gentle voice. 
From birth to adolescence, the years have quickly passed. 
For time stand still for no one, you’ve grown up much too fast. 
We’ve watched you grow along the way, laughed and shed a tear or two. 
And though there’s still rough edges, we’re very proud of you. 
Though you’ve obtained a very high honor, There’s so much more God wants to do. 
And it may not always be easy, but we’ll always be there for you. 
And there’s still a medal to gain, one that has the highest price. 
It will cost you everything. It’s the ultimate sacrifice. 

Activities 
• Workshops for the Royal Ranger Leaders 

• “Ranger Basics” – for leaders who have not taken 
the Leadership Training Course 

• “Transition Course” – for leaders who have taken 
the Leadership Training Course 

• Activities and crafts for the ladies 

• Spiritual Rally with great gospel singing and 
preaching 

• Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s Make a 
Deel” & an auction time 

• General planning session for the District Pow 
Wow, Junior Leaders Academy, etc. 

• Special Royal Ranger Displays featuring knife 
sharpening, FCF Items, etc. 

• Learn about the rest of  the new Royal Rangers 
Program 

• Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff 
Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet 

Saturday night. 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 11 
8:00am - “Ranger Basics” 
3:00pm - Registration Begins 
6:00pm - Workshop 
7:00pm - Rally 
8:30pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 12 
7:00am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00am - General Session & Council 
11:15am - Workshop 
12:00pm -Lunch at the Church (included in 
registration fee) 
1:00pm - Workshops 

5:30pm - Banquet ($9.00ea) 
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Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday, April 11 
8:00am - “Ranger Basics” 
3:00pm - Registration Begins 
5:00pm – Transition” LTA Course 
6:00pm - Workshop 
7:00pm - Rally 
8:30pm - Auction 

 

Saturday, April 12 
7:00am - Registration, Coffee/Doughnuts 
8:00am - General Session & Council 
11:15am - Workshops 
12:00pm -Lunch at the Church (included in 
registration fee) 
1:00pm - Workshops 

5:30pm - Banquet ($9.00ea) 

So run the race that you have started, and as you finish what you’ve begun, 
You’ll receive the Gold Medal of Honor, when you hear the words “Well Done!” 
So reach for the prize of the highest call, that you find in Jesus Christ. 
It’s something you’ll never regret, when you get to the end of your life. 
Keep up the pace that you’re living for God. Be strong in the Lord and be bold. 
Never lose sight of the Savior, and always reach for the gold! 

March/April 2003 

Eighth Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commanders Conference 
April 11-12, 2003 at James River Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, $25 – Commander, $15.00 – Spouse 
(plus food and lodging) 

An opportunity for the local outpost Royal Ranger Leader to receive training, new ideas and learn what’s 
new in Royal Rangers, a time of spiritual uplift and lots of information to take home to help to have a better 
organized outpost meeting. 

Registration begins Friday at 3:00pm. The first workshop 
will begin at approximately 6:00pm, followed by a time 
for fun and fellowship and a super Royal Ranger Rally. 
The rally will be a time of spiritual uplift with great 
gospel singing and preaching. 

After the raly there will be more fun with an auction time. 
Please bring items to donate to the auction. Proceeds will 
go to the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger 
Ministry to help pay for postage, phone calls, newsletters, 
etc. 

If interested, you may set up a display table of items that 
you use in your outpost, and also sell items. Let me know 
if you plan to set up a display. If you sell items, we ask 
that you consider donating something to the auction. The 
man from Bass Pro Shops will be back to sharpen knives 
for $1.00. 

The Saturday morning General Session will be a business 
session to make plans for the various district activities like 
Pow Wow, FCF Outings, etc. All leaders are invited to 
meet with the District Staff at this time. Some of the National Royal Ranger Staff will be there to help 
explain the rest of the new Royal Ranger Program. 

Several workshops will be held after the General Session on Saturday. There will be workshops for 
everyone whether you want to learn more about something to use for FCF or as a commander in your 
weekly outpost meetings. Some of the new LTA Modules will be available during workshop times. 

Royal Ranger leaders who have taken the old Leadership Training Course will have the opportunity to take 
the “Transition Course” to update you on the “new” program. The “Transition Course” will begin at 
5:00pm on Friday and continue during the workshop times on Saturday. Anyone who has not taken the 
Leadership Training Course may sign up to take the new “Ranger Basics” Training Course which is the 
first part of the new Leadership Training Course. “Ranger Basics” will be held on Friday. Please indicate 
on the registration form if you wish to take either of these courses. 

There will be special craft activities for the ladies on Saturday or they may go shopping. If they plan to take 
the craft, they will need to pay the $15.00 fee. 

Outpost Commander Awards and District Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet on Saturday 
night. Please plan to attend and stay for the Saturday night banquet. You will be glad you came! 
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A registration form was mailed out in the December mailing to all churches and commanders on the 
mailing list. Please contact a district staff person if you misplaced it. Please return the registration form as 
soon as possible to give us an idea of how many will be coming so we can make notebooks, order food, etc. 

Gold Medal of Achievement – Thomas Szalapski 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was recently presented to Thomas Szalapski. He attends Billings 
Assembly of God where he is involved in Royal Rangers. Thomas is the 4,623rd Ranger to earn this award. 

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger Ministry. 
To earn this award he must complete twenty-four of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and 
determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. Congratulations goes to Thomas! 

Royal Rangers Special Issue 
Royal Rangers Ministries – Reaching, Keeping and Teaching Boys for Christ – By Jerry Millhouser, 
District Commander. 

The Beginning – Royal Rangers began in 1960 with the desire to solve the problem of boys leaving the 
Assemblies of God church life and drifting away from God. Late in 1961 Burton Pierce invited Johnny 
Barnes to become the first Royal Rangers National Commander. Bro. Barnes accepted and assumed 
leadership of Royal Rangers on January 1, 1962. The Royal Rangers mission became “To Reach, Teach 
and Keep boys for Christ”. 

Taking Care of Boys – Royal Rangers provides instruction, challenge and inspiration to boys in the areas of 
Bible doctrine, Christian service, moral conduct and the basic beliefs of our church through spiritual, 
physical, mental and social activities that boys enjoy.  

Today, Royal Rangers is established in more than 70 nations around the world with about 150,000 men and 
boys involved in the program annually in the USA. More than one million boys have taken part in Royal 
Rangers since it was started, and many were saved through the Royal Ranger ministry.  

The first Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger Pow Wow was held at the District Campgrounds in 
1966. It was conducted by District Commander Rev. Paul Feller and Men’s Director Rev. James Griggs 
(Bro. Griggs never missed Pow Wow!). Over 25,000 men and boys have attended the Pow Wows, and over 
3500 boys and men have been saved. 

In 1989 beloved National Commander Johnnie Barnes died after 27 years of service to men and boys 
throughout the world. His dream was passed on to Ken Hunt who served as National Commander for ten 
years. Then in 1999 Richard Marriott was appointed to the National Royal Ranger Commander position. 
His goals are to encourage Royal Rangers and develop new programs to help the local Royal Ranger 
leaders to be better equipped to reach boys for Christ. 

Boys Need Activities – We must provide suitable outlets for their energies or they will find them 
elsewhere. Camping is one way to reach the heart of a boy. Royal Ranger camping represents adventure, 
accomplishment and Christian fellowship. Boys love and dream of camping out, building fires, cooking 
meals, and hiking in the woods. However, to fully enjoy the outdoors and camping the Royal Rangers learn 
outdoor skills and much more. Royal Rangers also involves weekly Bible Studies, Devotions, Christian 
Service, Missions Project, etc. Through recreational times, boys learn citizenship, fair play, loyalty and 
teamwork. 

The Uniform – The Royal Rangers uniform is an important aspect in the ministry. It helps to create a pride 
in appearance and a sense of responsibility. It does attract attention and can give a person wearing the 
uniform a chance to be a witness for the Lord and promote the church and the Royal Rangers ministry. It 
creates a sense of belonging and encourages unity and loyalty as well as a feeling of social equality. 

Leadership and Training – One of the keys to a successful Royal Rangers ministry in a church is to have 
your leaders trained so they know what to do. The National Royal Rangers office has established a training 
program for the leaders of Royal rangers outpost. The Royal Rangers Leadership Training Course (LTC) is 
now called the Leadership Training Academy (LTA). The first part of the Training Academy for a new 
leader is to take what is called the Ranger Basics training course. It is about an 8-hour course, which is 
taught throughout the district by the various District Certified Instructors of the Leadership Training 
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Academy. For a leader to complete the Training Academy and earn the Leaders Medal of Achievement, he 
must complete additional training modules as established by the National Royal Ranges office. 

The National Office offers additional training beyond the Leadership Training Academy, which are called 
National Training Events. We try to hold one or two of these within our district each year. Some of them 
are the National Training Camp (NTC), Advanced National Training Camp (ANTC), National Canoe 
Expedition (NCE), etc. This year on September 11-14 there will be an ANTC held at Eagle Rock, MO. 

Reaching Older Boys – Another important avenue for reaching the older boys in the Frontiersmen Camping 
Fellowship (FCF). The Frontiersmen Camping Fellowship was founded during the summer of 1966. The 
purpose of FCF is to give recognition and hone to boys and men who have distinguished themselves in 
advancement, training, and camping. It encourages the boys and men to always strive to be the very best 
Christian example, to prefer others above themselves, to let their leadership be an example and to show a 
spirit of servanthood. 

Many Opportunities – Pinewood Derbies, Pow Wows, canoeing, backpacking, Mission trips, hiking, 
fishing, and rappelling are just some of the many activities in which Royal Rangers may participate. Boys 
love the fun of the outdoors. In a natural setting with a real council fire burning, many boys are more able 
to relate to the things of the Lord. Through these activities they are given the opportunity to give their 
hearts to the Lord. 

Royal rangers will now be divided into four groups based on the boy’s grade level in school. Boys in K-2 
will be called Ranger Kids. Those in grades 3-5 will be known as Discovery Rangers with Adventure 
Rangers for grade 6-8. The Expedition Rangers group will be for grade 9-12. Material for Ranger Kids are 
now available. Material will be available n March for Discovery and Adventure Rangers and in August for 
Expedition Rangers. 

Royal Rangers Ministry – Rev. L. Jack Moore, Superintendent 

Royal Rangers Ministry is our focus for the current issue. We are grateful for the Royal Rangers program 
that is reaching and influencing boys of all ages for God, many of them for the first time. We commend 
Jerry Millhouser, District Royal Rangers Commander, and all the Royal Ranger leaders in both the District 
Office and the local churches for your untiring and sacrificial labor of love. Through your efforts many 
boys’ lives have been touched n a positive and powerful way. Thank you for all you are doing. Keep up the 
good work! 

God Bless our Royal Rangers! – Rev. Bill Baker, Secretary/Treasurer 

When I see all that is being done by great leadership in Royal Rangers to reach the boys of our district, I am 
convinced this is one of the most valuable ministries in our district. When a boy is taken from the 
Buckaroos program all the way through to becoming a recipient of the Gold Medal of Achievement award, 
much quality time and effort has gone into his development. It will be a part of him as he enters into 
manhood to become a church leader, deacon, teacher, preacher, etc. Thank God for such a great ministry 
and committed lives to this program. 

Investing in Royal Rangers – Rev. Robert J. Hargrave, Administrative Assistant/Stewardship 

Recently as I was assisting a family with their estate plan, I noticed the husband was wearing a Royal 
Ranger uniform. As we discussed the options of making a charitable gift in their will, he was thrilled to 
make an investment in the lives of young boys. He mentioned how Royal Rangers had made a real 
changing impact in his own sons. They were now grown, but his gift would keep on giving the lives of 
other boys. You too can invest in the Royal Rangers or any other ministry of your choice by having a will 
or trust prepared by or attorneys at the Assemblies of God Financial Service. The Cost? It’s free. Send in 
the form below for more information. 

Thank You Royal Rangers! – Darin Poe, District Youth Director 

Thank you Royal Rangers! So many of our students have gone through the Ranger program. They are God-
loving young men who have had a positive experience with the Lord because of Royal Rangers. I went 
through the program as a kid. Now my son Gavin is involved with Ranger Kids. I even help out their 
commander when I am in town. What a blessing the Royal Ranger program is! Keep up the good work! 
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Thank You Royal Rangers! – Sherry Welch, Women’s Ministry Director 

As a boy, my son Steven was involved in Royal Rangers. I appreciate the positive impact this wonderful 
ministry has had on his life, and on the lives of all Royal Ranger boys! 

May/June 2003 

Pathfinder Mission Crew Builds Church in Moka, Equatorial Guinea 
The Pathfinder Mission Crew got back on February 25 from Equatorial Guinea and we are pleased to 
announce that it was a great success. Originally plans were to go to the Island of Annobon but the ship 
taking the supplies broke down and could not be repaired in time for us to go there. However, God and 
Missionary Caroll Deal had Plan B. There was no church at all in a small village up in the beautiful 
mountains. 

We flew into Malobo and went by truck to the village of Moka. We found the future church site still 
uncleared of brush, grass and other object. With a bulldozer, the site was soon cleared and we were ready to 
level and lay out the piers and foundation for the building. Part of the crew began to build pews for the 
church, some mixed and poured concrete while others put together the metal trusses for the building. We 
worked late into the night and got up early in the morning with the crowing of the local roosters. It rained 
us out of work on the church one day, but everyone pitched in to work on constructing the pews inside of a 
building. 

 

The next day all pitched in to raise the metal framework for the building and prepare it for sheet metal. 
Forms were then built for the footings of the future concrete block walls. Sheet metal went on and then the 
concrete for the footing was mixed and poured.  

It was announced that there would be a service on Friday night and we were ready for it to happen. Several 
men from the community came and six went down for the altar call. Three were top leaders in the village. 

One of the leaders got up and thanked us for coming and working hard to put up the tabernacle. He said 
that we came and “did not deceive” them as others had done in the past. 

It had happened! The first church was located in a small village up in the mountains of Equatorial Guinea. 
We appreciate all the prayers of the people back here in the USA while we were gone. 

Dustin Dwinell Earns GMA 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was recently presented to Dustin Dwinell. He attends First Assembly of 
God in DeSoto where he is involved in Royal Rangers.  

The Gold Medal of Achievement is one of the highest awards a boy can earn in the Royal Ranger Ministry. 
To earn this award he must complete twenty-four of the Merit Awards. It takes a lot of hard work and 
determination on the part of the boy to earn this award. Congratulations goes to Dustin! 

2003 Pow Wow – “Put on the Full Armour of God” 
June 12-15, 2003 at the District Royal Ranger Campgrounds, Rocky Mount, MO. $15 per person includes 
breakfast Saturday and Sunday. Activities will include Archery, BB Gun Shooting, Lance Throw, Crossing 
the Moat, Running for Armour, The Flail, Jousting, Pageant 2 nights and more! Speaker will be Rick 
Dostal. FCF Call Out Friday Night. 

July/August 2003 

2003 Pow Wow – “Putting on the Full Armour of God!” 
God stopped the rain and gave us beautiful weather for the annual District Pow Wow held on June 12-15 at 
the District Campgrounds. We had an attendance of 772 from 59 churches. The boys enjoyed a variety of 
activities throughout the day. As the Saturday night service ended, many boys and commanders were filled 
with the Holy Spirit. About 40 boys were saved and several filled with the Holy Spirit. Special Thanks to 
everyone who gave of their time and talents to provide our boys with a wonderful time of fellowship with 
one another and the Lord! 
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Awards: 
1st First A/G, Jefferson City (OP#220) 
2nd  Southside A/G, Marshall (OP#248), Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
3rd First A/G, Eldon (OP#122) 
4th Forest Ave. A/G, Springfield (OP#310) 
5th Praise A/G (OP#5), Springfield, Central A/G (OP#6), Springfield, Ironton A/G (OP#100) 
6th Blessing Heights Worship Center, Cassville 
 
Largest Attendance – Praise A/G Springfield, with 64 
Best Outpost Flag – Republic A/G (OP#24) 
Best Entryway –  1st Place – Englewood A/G, Independence (OP#4) 
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September/October 2003 

Junior Leadership Training Academy 

The first Junior Leadership Training Academy was held on July 16-19, 2003 at the Nation Royal Ranger 
Training Center at Eagle Rock, Missouri.  The goal of the JLTA is not to simply teach camp craft and 
leadership skills, but to help each young man grow in their relationship with Christ.  The JLTA camps are 
purposefully designed with the intent of creating an environment where boys can discover not only more 
about themselves, but recognize the purpose God has for the spiritually.  Several camps are incorporated 
into the Junior Leadership Training Academy which are the Discover Training Camp, Adventure Training 
Camp, Junior Training camp, Advanced Junior Training Camp and the Junior Training Trails.  Eighty-two 
boys attended the various camps and learned skills in camp craft, leadership skills, choosing friends, 
personal witnessing, discipleship, accountability, and many others.  Eleven staff and 25 boys from Southern 
Missouri District were a part of the event.  As the boys completed the various classes and training, they 
earned several of the Merit Awards. Also, several of the boys received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
during the camp. 

GMA Awards 
Luke Gruening from Park Crest Assembly in Springfield.   Joel Cruz, Nathaniel Rogers, and Chas Mitchell 
of Lebanon First Assembly.  The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award which may be earned by 
a boy in Royal Rangers. 

Gulf Region Royal Ranger of the Year 
The men and boys attending were Lorel Clark, Tommy Reigel, Rick Barnhouse, Jackson Hunt, Jim 
Woodward, Mark Jones. 

District FCF Frontier Adventure 
The annual FCF Frontier Adventure was held at the District Royal Ranger Campgrounds on July 11-12 
2003.  The purpose of this adventure is to familiarize the new members with FCF Traditions, Outfits, and 
skills. 

District 2003 Rangers of the Year 
Challenger: Jackson Hunt, Oak Grove A/G, Springfield; Trailblazer: Tommy Reigel, Central A/G, 
Springfield; Pioneer: Joshua Pingleton, Central A/G, Raytown.  Congratulations to these fine young men! 

Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat 
December 5-6, 2003, Settle Inn in Branson 
The purpose of this retreat is to give the Royal Ranger Leaders and opportunity to get away from the usual 
Royal Ranger activities with just their spouse and have some Christian Fellowship and fun with their 
spouse and other Royal Ranger Leaders from the District.  We will meet at 7:30 pm on Friday night for a 
time of fun and fellowship and to enjoy the old time Christmas Celebration held in Branson 

 

November/December 2003 

Growing Christ-Centered Boys Through Fellowship, Training, and Fun! 

Royal Ranger Kids Day Camp 

Each year the District sponsors a Ranger Kids Day Camp in each Division. More than 600 boys attend 
these events with activities geared toward that age of boys.  Many boys respond to a special spiritual time 
after a full day of activities. 

District Fall Trace 

The District Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship held their annual Fall Trace 
on September 19-21 at Doug Laut’s farm close to Ironton.  The men and boys camp in the early frontier 
days type shelters and have competition in events of that time in history.  In the Young Bucks events; 
Nathaniel Rogers won the Muzzleloading Rifle Shoot, Flint/Steel, and the Horn Blowing, Ian Ross won the 
Knife Throw and Jacob Green won the Hawk Throw.  In the Old Timers events: Kevin Fringer won the 
Rifle Shoot, Bob Triphahn won the Knife Throw, Pat Davis won the Hawk Throw, Mike Smith won the 
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Flint/Steel and Wes Young won the Horn Blowing.  Nathaniel Rogers from First Assembly of God in 
Lebanon was elected District FCF Scout.  The SW Division Team won the Trailwalk. 

GMA Recipients 
On Sunday, October 5, five young men received the Gold Medal of Achievement at Crown Pointe 
Assembly of God in Lee’s Summit.  Benjamin Mora, Joshua Pingleton, Seth Alley Phillip Wilson and 
Frank Kissick were also challenged by the special speaker, Dr. Ken Canfield, from the Nation Center for 
Father-a non profit education outreach which equips men to be better dads. 

January/February 2004 

9
th

 Annual Outpost Commander’s Conference 

April 16 and 17, 2004, Park Crest Assembly of God, Springfield, MO 
Registration: $25/Commander-Recieveed by March 15, $35/Commander-received after March 15, $15 for 
Spouses (plus food and lodging) 

Tentative Schedule 
Friday, April 16 
9 am—Ranger Basics and Teaching Techniques 
3 pm—Registration begins 
6 pm—Workshop 
7 pm—Rally 
8:30—Auction 

Saturday, April 17 
7 am—Registration coffee/Doughnuts 
8 am—General Session and Council 
11:15 am—Workshops 
12 pm—Lunch at Church (included in Reg. Fee) 
1 pm—Workshops 
5:30—Banquet ($9 each) 

Activities: Workshops for the Royal Ranger Leaders, “Ranger Basics” for leaders who have not taken the 
Leadership Training Course, Several of the New LTA Modules Available, Activities and craftes for the 
ladies, Spriritual Rally with great gospel singing and preaching, Fun and Fellowship time with “Let’s Make 
a Deel” and auction time, General Planning session for District Pow Wow, Junior Leaders Academy,etc. , 
Special Royal Ranger Displays, Special update of the New Royal Ranger Program, Outpost Commander 
Awards and District Staff Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet Saturday night. 

Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat Fun For All! 

The Annual Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat was truly a wonderful time enjoyed by all who 
attended! It was held on December 5 and 6 at Settle Inn in Branson. 
The retreat provides Royal Ranger leaders and their spouses and opportunity to meet and have fellowship 
with other Royal Ranger couples from around Southern Missouri.  It is a chance to break away from the 
daily routine and spend time with other couples as well as a time for leaders to relax with their spouse.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone again next year! 

GMA Awarded 

Congratulations to Matthew Wilkes on receiving the Gold Medal of Achievement! Matt is the son of Pastor 
Gary and Donna Wilkes of Seneca Assembly of God.  He was presented with the award by District 
Commander Jerry Millhouser on November 9 during a special service.  Matt also received a special book of 
congratulatory letters from many teachers, Royal Ranger leaders, local, state and national officials, 
including President George Bush. Matthew was the 4, 923rd Royal Ranger in the nation to earn this highest 
award in Royal Rangers.+ 

 

March/April 2004 

9
th

 Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commander’s Converence 
April 16-17, 2004 Park Crest Assembly of God ( 3581 S. Kansas Ave, Springfield, MO-about 3 miles S. of 
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Bass Pro) $25 for Commander by March 15, After March 15, $35/$15 for the ladies (plus food and 
lodging) 

 Registration begins on Friday at 3 pm.  The first workshop begins at approximately 6 pm followed 
by a time for fun, fellowship, and a super Royal Ranger Rally.  Next, we will have fun with the auction 
time.  Please bring items to donate to the auction.  The proceeds will go to the Southern Missouri District 
Royal Rangers Ministry to help pay for postage, phone calls, newsletters, etc. 

 You are encouraged to set up a display table of items you used in your outpost.  You may sell 
items if you wish. (We ask that you consider donating something to the auction.) Let me know if you plan 
to set up a display. 
 The General Session on Saturday morning will be used to make plans for various activities held in 
the District like Pow Wow, FCF Outings, etc.  All leaders are invited to meet with the District Staff at this 
time. Nation Royal Ranger Staff at this time. National Royal Ranger Staff members will be there to give an 
update on the new Royal Ranger Program. 
 Anyone who has not taken the Leadership Training Course may sign up to take the new “Ranger 
Basics,” the first part of the new Training for Royal Ranger Leaders which will be held on Friday from 9 
am to 5 pm.  The Teaching Techniques Module will be available on Friday if there is interest.  Sign up for 
these on the Registration From that was mailed out in December. 
 Several workshops and the new LTA Modules will be held Friday night and after the General 
Session on Saturday.  There will be workshops for everyone whether you want to learn more about 
something for FCF or to use as a commander in your weekly outpost meetings. 
 The ladies will meet on Friday at 6 pm and again on Saturday to work on craft activities.  There is 
a $15 fee for those making crafts. 
 Outpost Commander Awards and District Staff Cluster Awards will be presented at the banquet on 
Saturday night. Please plan to attend this conference and stay for the Saturday night banquet.  You will be 
glad you came! 
 A registration form was mailed out in the December mailing to all churches and commanders on 
the mailing list.  Please contact a District staff person if you misplaced it.  Also, you may download it from 
the web page (somoag.org). Please return the registration form as soon as possible to give us an idea of how 
many will be coming so we can make notebooks. 

Tentative Workshop Schedule 

Friday 9 am to 5 pm 
We will be holding two LTA Modules. The Ranger Basics Course is for all your new leaders and is the first 
step of their Royal Ranger Leadership Training. During the same time we will be conducting the Teaching 
Techniques module for leaders who have already completed their Ranger Basics Course. 

Friday 6 to 6:40 pm 
FCF Training Module, How to Start at Outpost, Discipleship, Instilling Patriotism, Outpost Councilmen, 
Teaching Techniques, Ranger Kids Activities Training Module, RR of Year Program, Implementing the 
New RR Program. 

Saturday 11:15 to 11:55 am 
FCF Training Module, How to Start an Outpost, Discipleship, Outpost Councilmen, Trip Planning, Ranger 
Kids Activities Training Module, Computer Manners and Royal Rangers, Sports and Finances, FCF 
Muzzle Loading 

Saturday 1 to 1:40 pm 
FCF Training Module, How to Start an Outpost, Discipleship, Knife Talk, Outpost Councilmen, Trip 
Planning, Ranger Kids Activities Training Module, Outside/gym-Dutch Oven cooking, Duties and 
Responsibilities of a Chaplain 

Saturday 1:45 to 2:25 pm 
Safety and the Church Training Module, Expedition Rangers Activities Training Module, Discipleship, 
Knife Talk, Child and Substance Abuse Prevention Training Module, Trip Planning, Discovery/Adventure 
Activities Training Module, Royal Ranger of the Year Program, Conducting a Successful Devotion, 
Teaching the Fishing Merit 
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Saturday 2:30 to 3:10 
Safety and the Church Training Module, Expedition Rangers Activities Training Module, Discipleship, 
Knife Talk, Child and Substance Abuse Prevention Training Module, Trip Planning, Discovery/Adventure 
Activities Training Module, Outside/gym-Dutch Oven Coking, Duties and Responsibilities of a Chaplain, 
Teaching the Fishing Merit 

Saturday 3:15 to 3:55 
Safety and the Church Training Module, Expedition Rangers Activities Training Module Instilling 
Patriotism, Child and Substance Abuse Prevention Training Module, Trip Planning, Discovery/Adventure 
Activities Training Module, Sports and Finances, Conducting a successful Devotion, FCF Muzzle Loading, 
Computer Manners and Royal Rangers. 
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May/June 2004 

Pow Wow 2004 
“round up the Sky” June 10-13-SOMO District Royal Rangers Campgrounds, Rocky Mount, MO, 
$15/person (includes breakfast Saturday and Sunday 

FCF Village Activities Include: Hawk Throw, etc, Call out and Recognition of New members Friday Night 
Pow Wow Activities Include: Stagecoach Ride, Horseshoes, Bucking Horse, Obstacle course, Soft Ball 
throw, Rope swing, roping archery, blacksmith, air rifle shooting, 
Guest speaker: Steve Schultz, Royal Rangers National Productions Coordinator 

 

July/August 2004 

Round up in the Sky 2004 Pow Wow 
Our Pow Wow theme this year was “Round up in the Sky,” and the Royal Rangers Campground took on 
the look of the old west! Those who attended did a tremendous job with our western theme, from entryways 
to costumers- we were cowboys all the way. 
 The rain and storms came but God, as always, was in control! Inspite of the weather wer were able 
to have the Council Services where 45 boys were save and several were filled with the Holy Spirit. Many 
lives were re-dedicated to the Lord as well.  One leader brought just one boy and that boy was saved! 
Another boy, from a Catholic home was also saved. 
 Praise Assembly in Sprigfield had the larges attendance with a group of 72.  They also won the 
best costume contest. Award winnders included Highway Assembly, Brighton, who brought a group of 
byos to Pew Wow for the first time this year. 

In Remembrance of Ryan Laffoon 

A year ago, May 23, 2003, Ryan Laffoon went home to be with our Lord.  Ryan was the son of Time and 
Shawna Laffoon and the grandson of Jerry and Brenda Millhouser. 
 He was at Stockton Lake with some friends where he stepped into deep water and drowned.  The 
lake was up to 4 to 5 feet deeper that usual which made the roped-off swimming area deeping than he 
expected.  Ryan was an Expedition Royal Ranger at Republic Assembly of God in Republic.  He completed 
the work on his Gold Medal of Achievement the Wednesday night before the Lord called him home. 
 Ryan participated in two Royal Ranger Mission Trips, one to the Outer Banks in North Carolina 
and the other to Colorado where he and heis friends climbed the highest mountain, Mt.elbert.  Ryan was so 
thrilled to help unload the food items from the Convoy of Hope in Springfield that were taken to the 
Mission in Colorado.  He found a case of the “Book of Hope”and held it up so proudly as he carried it to 
the mission door. 
 Ryan played the trumpet with the Republic High Schol Band.  Maybe, just maybe he may be the 
one God needed to “blow the trumpet”to call all Christians home. 
 Ryan was an outdoorsman, loved to hunt, fish and handly lizards, afe snakes, etc.  He was so 
excited when he shot his first deer. 
 Yes, Ryan was a terrific Christian young man.  He lived the Christian life according to his 
Republic school friends and buddies and teachers.  Ryan was always one of the first young men to 
volunteer to go to the District Pow Wow early to help set up the camp for the rest of his outpost when they 
arrived.  Of course, he enjoyed cooking the shrimp and steak at breakfast for the early Pow Wow goers. 
Ryan never missed a Pow Wow.  He attended the 198 National Royal Ranger Camporama and was 
invlolved in the Ranger of the Year Competitions. 
 Ryan said he goal in life was to help people and he did. He was an involved Christian and a good 
Royal Ranger. He set up an example for the other boys and youth around him. 

 

September/October 2004 

2004 National Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Rendezvous 

The 2004 National Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Rendezvous was held on Jul 12-16, at the National 
Royal Rangers Training Center in Eagle Rock, Missouri. 
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National Ranger Kids Training Camp 
The National Ranger Kids Training Camp was held at the National Royal Rangers Training Center in Eagle 
Rock, Missouri on July 22 to 25 

Medal of Valor Presented 
Charles Turpin, who attends First Assembly of God, DeSoto, is presented the Medal of Valor at the District 
Pow Wow in June.  The Medal of Valor is presented to Royal Rangers who save a person’s life at the risk 
of their own. 

Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat 
December 3-4, 2004 at Settle Inn in Branson 
The purpose of this retreat is to give the Royal Ranger Leaders and opportunity to get away from the usual 
Royal Ranger activities with just their spouse and have some Christian Fellowship and fun with their 
spouse and other Royal Ranger Leaders from the District.  We will meet at 7:30 pm on Friday night for a 
time of fun and fellowship and to enjoy the old time Christmas Celebration held in Branson. 

 

November/December 2004 

Royal Rangers in Action 
On July 29, seventeen men and boys from Southern Missouri District embarked on the TNT (Travel New 
Territory) Trip to Alaska.  The purpose of the TNT trip is to give the older Royal Ranger boys an 
opportunity to experience a mission type of trip in the US and also have some fun while on the trip. 
 During the 10 day trip, the group worked at the Muldoon Community Assembly of God Church 
and Crossroads Assembly of God in Anchorage.  After the work was completed in Anchoarge, the group 
traveled to Seward where they took a fishing trip and also did some work there at the Assembly of god 
church. 
 To make the trip complete, the group traveled to Denalli Park and camped where they could see 
the great Mt. McKinley. 

National Training Camp 

On September. 2-5, 2004 Southern Missouri District hosted the Nation Royal Ranger Training (NTC) 
Camp at Eagle Rock, Missouri. NTC is a camp designed for Royal Ranger leaders to recienve training in 
various areas like Soul Winning, Using the Patrol System, Camping Techniques, Camp Safety, Water 
Safety, etc.  The trainees coming to the camp are placed in learning situations designed from a boys point 
of view so they can better understand how boys feel when they are in the local outpost meetings and 
activities.  The men are put into patrols and each patrol strives to accomplish a bronze, silver or gold level 
of achievement.  All Royal Ranger leaders who have not attended this camp need to do so.  It will certainly 
help them to be better equipped to work with the boys in their oupost. 

FCF Annual Fall Trace 
The Southern Missouri District Daniel Boone Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship held the 
annual Fall Trace at the District Royal Ranger Campgrounds on September 17-19, 2004. 
 The men and boys enjoyed all the food that the NW Division provided and actively participated in 
the various competitions held at the Trace. 
 Fred Lipowicz, from First Assembly of God in Raytown was elected as the new Distric FCF 
President and Jordan Pingleton from Crown Pointe in Lee’s Summit was elected as the new District FCF 
Scout. 
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January/February 2005 

10
th

 Annual Outpost Commander’s Conference 
April 22-23, 2005, James River A/G, Ozark, MO-For all commanders and their spouses 
Get your taxes done early and make plans to attend this conference to receive additional training, learn new 
ideas, have good Christian fun and fellowship and above all a “Spiritual Uplift”. 
 You will enjoy this conference and will go home encouraged to reach more byos for Christ. It 
weill be worth your time and money! 
 Depending on the interest we will offer several LTA Modules like Ranger Basics; Discipkleship 1 
and 2; RK, Discovery or Expedition activities and others. 
 There will be additional workshops available along with the LTA Modules.  A special banquet 
will be held at 5:30 pm on the 23rd to recognize the Royal Ranger leaders who earned the various 
Commander Awards during 2004.  A registration form and additional information a detail will be meail out 
after the first of the year. 

Cost: $25through March 15th, $35 after March 15th, $15 for the ladies activities (plus food and lodging) 

For Just One Boy 

How much would you do for just “one” boy? It’s one things to work with a group, but how about just one? 
At the 2004 Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Por Wow, forty-five boys and men were saved for 
the first time.  One Commander brought only one boy to the Pow Wow.  He knew it was important to be 
there, whether he was bringin one boy of one one hundred boys to the Pow Wow! That boy was amonthe 
forty-five who came to the Lord. Every individual is important. Because of a commanders concern and 
dedication, one more boy was impacted by Royal Ranger Ministry for the gory of God! 

Annual Royal Ranger Commander and Spouse Retreat Highlights 
A record number of Royal Ranger leaders and their spouse attended the annual Commander and Spouse 
Retreat held at the Settle Inn in Branson on December 3-4. 
 One of the highlights of the retreat was for those who stayed over and attended Tri-Lakes 
Assembly on Sunday morning.  they were privileged to hear Meadowlark Lemon, of the famous 
Globetrotter’s team, give the morning sermon. 
 Chris Oller, an Adventure Royal Ranger from Tri-Lakes A/G received an autographed basketball 
from Meadowlark.  Chris acheiveed being a Springfield South Sectional Ranger of the Year this past year. 

 

March/April 2005 

10
th

 Annual Outpost Commander’s Conference 
April 22-23, 2005, James River A/G, Ozark, MO-For all commanders and their spouses 
Get your taxes done early and make plans to attend this conference to receive additional training, learn new 
ideas, have good Christian fun and fellowship and above all a “Spiritual Uplift”. 
 You will enjoy this conference and will go home encouraged to reach more boys for Christ. It will 
be worth your time and money! 
 Depending on the interest we will offer several LTA Modules like Ranger Basics; Discipleship 1 
and 2; RK, Discovery or Expedition activities and others. 
If you need a certain Module to complete your work for the Leader’s Medal of Achievement, let us know 
what you need at: jm73@juno.com so we can schedule those Modules. 
There will be other workshops available as well. 
 There will be a First Aid/CPR Training Course on Friday beginning at 8 am, with a fee of $25 for 
the course.  It is open to any church worker.  If there is enough interest, we will try and conduct a course 
again on Friday evening and continuing on Saturday. We need to know who wants to take this course 
because it is limited in size. 
A special banquet will be held at 5:30 pm on the 23rd to recognize the Royal Ranger leaders who earned the 
various Commander Awards during 2004. All Commander’s Award forms and fees are to be sent to: Don 
Higinbotham, 2827 Lucy Lane, Seneca, MO 64865 by February 15, 2005. 
If you need lodging rooms with two queen beds or one king have been reserved at the motels listed below.  
You will need to call the phone number listed and tell them you are with the Royal Rangers to get the 
special group price plus tax.  If you are paying with a church tax-exempt letter with you. aLl of the motels 
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have a continental breakfast. You will need to make reservation by April 1st to get the special price. 
 In Ozark about 3.5 miles South of James River A/G.  Days Inn, 417-581-5800, indoor pool and 
hot tub, cost $44.99, Super 8, 417-581-8800, cost $46.90, Comfort Inn, 417-485-6688, indoor pool, cost, 
$49.95 
 In Springfield about 8 miles North of James River A/G.  Clarions Hotel, ph 417-883-6550, cost, 
$49.95 

The General Business Session of Saturday will be at time to discuss and make plans for the various 
activities held in the district like Pow Wow, FCF Outing, 2006 National Camporama, etc.  All leaders are 
invited to meet with the District Stagg at this time. 
There will be a special report from the National Royal Ranger office on any new items that are available.  
Also, information will be given about the Royal Ranger Data Manager Program issued by the Nation Royal 
Ranger Office.  there will be a Royal Ranger Data Manager training course taught on Saturday after the 
General Session.  It will be limited to 20 leaders and a laptop computer will be necessary.  If you are 
interesd in this course, contact Jerry Millhouser. 
The goal of the Royal Rangers Data Manager (RRDM) is to help leaders utilize the RRDM to effectively 
manage the day-to –day operations of the local outpost.  The RRDM CD will be mailed to all chartered 
outposts in April, 2005. 
There will be special craft activities ($15 fee –includes lunch_ for the ladies on Saturday morning with time 
for shopping in the afternoon (or shop the whole time).  A registration form was mailed out in the 
December mailing to all churches and commanders on the mailing list.  Please contact a district staff person  
if you misplaced it.  Please return the registration form as soon as possibleo give us an idea ofhow many 
will be coming so we can make notebooks, order food, etc. 

Tentative Schedule 
Friday April 22, 2005 
8 am—LTA Training Modules 
3 pm—Registration Begins 
6 pm—Workshop and Ladies Activites 
7 pm—Rally 
8:30—Fellowship and Auction Time 

Saturday April 23 2005 
7 am—Registration/coffee and donuts 
8 am—General Session and Council 
11:15 am—Workshops 
12 noon—Lunch at church (included in reg fee) 
1 pm—Workshops 
5:30 pm—Banquet (cost $9 each) 

The Miracle of Pow Wow 

Ted Kind from Boss Assembly of God thought it would be just the usual Pow Wow in June of 200.  He 
took eight boys to the annual gather for a time of fun, fellowship and worship with other Rangers. Little did 
he know that all of eight of his boys would be filled with the Holy Spirit! Yes, it happened at the Souther 
Missouri Distric Pow Wow when Adam Declue, Scott Brooks, Randy Chapman, Raymond Camden, Tyler 
Nichols, Kyle Major and Matthew Hill all rededicated their lives to the Lord and all were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Ted was really rejoicing after this Pow Wow. Again, in 2004, Ted faithfully took his Royal 
Rangers to the Pow Wow and Wyatt Barton received the Holy Spirit. God is still working miracles today if 
we remaing faithful in doing “His Work”. 

 

May/June 2005 

Filled with the Spirit at the Junior Leadership Training Academy 
Chris was from the Osceola Outpost attending DTC at the JLTA at Eagle Rock in 2003.  This was his first 
time away from home for more than a night and the farthest.  The second day at camp his commander 
asked me to talk to Chris because Chris wanted to go home.  I found Chris, and we took a walk past the flag 
poles .  He was full of anxiety.  I knelt down there on one knee and looked Chris in the eye and asked him 
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if he would just take on hour at a time.  I explained to him that if he really wanted to go, I would call his 
mom to come and get him. He said he would wait til morning to make a decision.  The next day Christ was 
having so much fun he forgot about wanting to go home.  I was helping with the JTC and one of our 
commanders came down and told us that the DTC was having church under the porch.  Knowing that I had 
a couple of boys in DTC I went to see what was going on.  As I walked around the corner of the lodge I 
could see Chris lying on he back slain in the spirit.  He was crying out loud to his heavenly father about 
how much he loved him.  He was say “I love you Jesus, I love you Jesus.” I joined in with his Commanders 
as they prayed with him and rejoined in the spirit.  Before long we all realized that Chris was speaking in 
tongues! We all really start to rejoice.  His Commander then prophesized that Chris would someday lead 
many souls to the Kingdom of God.  Afterward he commander told me that Christ and two other byos came 
up to him asking question about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  After a little discussion they started 
praying.  The commander said that Chris told him he only wanted it (the baptism) if it was real  He didn’t 
want any fake stuff. While they were praying he said Chris would open an eye and watch the other boys.  
When the first boy was baptized Chris really started watching and realized that this was the real thing and 
that he wanted a part of it. Not long after that Chris received what he was seeking.  If only we as adults 
would learn to approach to Kingdom of God as a child, this world we live in would be changed forever. 
 
Royal Ranger 40

th
 Pow Wow 

“The Lost Shall Be Foun”  Gold Rush Days June 9-12, 2005  At the SOMO District Royal Ranger 
Campgrounds Rocky Mount, MO $15 per person (includes breakfast Saturday and Sunday) 
Activities will include Gold Mining, Gold Strikes, Obstacle Course, Rope Swing, BB Gun and Shot Gun 
Tournament, Climbing Wall, Tub O War, Paintball Pageant-2 nights, and more. 
Gues Speaker Brain Hendrickson-former National Programs Coordinator. 

 

July/August 2005 

The Freedom to Own Firearms 
On April 28-30, 2005, the NRA Firearm Training was held at the National Royal Ranger Training Center in 
Eagle Rock, Mo.  The NRS Training Counselors of Southern Missouri conducted the training in the areas 
of muzzle loading rifle, shot fun and rifle disciplines.  We are thankful that here in America we have, and 
can teach about, the freedom to carry and own firearms.  The men attending this course were able to take 
that training back to their local Royal Ranger groups.  They can now teach their boys firearm safety and the 
proper techniques of handling and shooting a firearm. 

GMA Awards Presented 
The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest awards that a young man can earn in Royal Rangers.  On 
May 22, at Republic Assembly of God the GMA was presented to Matt German and Trenton Laffoon by 
Richard Mariott, National Commander and Mark Jones, Springfield Area Commander.  Daniel Person 
received the GMA at Abundant Life A/G in Neosho from Deputy District Commander, Don Higinbotham 
and District Commander, Jerry Millhouser. 

Gulf Region Ranger of the Year Evaluation 
Six young men from Southern Missouri District qualified to attend the Gulf Region Ranger of the year 
evaluation in Memphis, Tennessee.  Daniel Persons achieved Gulf Regional Adventure Ranger of the Year 
and Tommy Reigel, from Central A/G in Springfield, achieved the National Roayl Ranger of the Year for 
the Expedition group. 

RK Skills Training 
The first ever RK Skills in the Southern Missouri District was held on April 2 at the farm of our District 
Commander, Jerry Millhouser.  Five students attended this course.  They were: James Alverson, Stephanie 
Holloway, Kelly M. Michael, Hannah Moad, and Melinda K. Stovall. The course was taught by Ray L. 
Reece, Richard Michael, and James Link. 

 

September/October 2005 
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Royal Rangers-What a Difference They’ve Made in My Life! 
Rob Batchman, Royal Ranger Commander, , Outpost 14, Springfield, MO 

There are now words passionate enough to express what Royal Rangers has done for my life!  I got 
involved in Royal Rangers in 1999 at Oak Grove Assembly of God in Springfield, MO at the request of 
several of the commanders in the outpost. 
 At the age of 31, I loved the outdoors but had not had much camping experienved I went on my 
first campount with our outpost and was hooked from then on! The outpost needed a commander for the 
older boys so I took the lead. All th boys had much more camping experience than I did, in fact THEY 
taught me firecraft and Toolcraft! But I caught up quickly and soon found that God had blessed me with a 
Passion for these boys! 
 I begain learning as much as possible about the program, and soon began discipling several boys 
individually whowere from single parent families and had no father to mento or teach them life skills.  
These boys attracted my attention and gdo gave me a special burden for them. Through the Royal Ranger 
program I began to see these boys come to understand their role as young men, and to allow God to change 
them. 
 I can’t express how much change I saw many boys make. I saw so many boys mature during 
campouts and activities, as they were mentored by the Godly men men in our church.  I saw boys grow 
from being undisciplined and violent to becoming Ranger of the Year cadidates and in turn assist with the 
younger boys.  I saw many of the boys in my original group continue to gow into Junio Commanders 
andtake on many other responsibilities in the church.  
 Our Senior Commaner taught me much about basic outdoor skills, and took me under his wing 
and spent countless hours with me, training me to fully facilitate the Ranger program.  Because of his 
dedication, I now am pssing along my skills and talents to other mer, assisting them in following the 
program to indeed Reach, Teach, and Keep boys for Christ. 
 Another added blessing of Royal Rangers is the friendships that develop among men in the church 
because of the program. The friends I consider closest are all Ranger commanders.  A special bond forms 
when you work together for a common task, whether it be setting up tents along a river somewhere, or 
shivering under and awning during an immense downpoor at  Pow Wow. 
 But, more personally, I have found myself growing, learning and maturing as a man, becoming 
more godly as I hold myself to high expectaions as a Royal Ranger leader.  The program has become on of 
my passions in life and my love for discipling boys has become a daily activity. Through Royal Rangers I 
am to be combine my love of the outdoors with assisting in bringing young boys closer to the Lordd. 
 Royal Ranger offers suck a unique opportunity to introduce boys to the Lord, by opening the door 
to their heart through involvement in activity.  This activity combined with sharing times around a 
campfire, Wednesday night devotions, and shring times while hiking along a trail, bring the perfect 
opportunity to introduce Christ into a boy’s heart.  I thank God for the opportunity to serve in the 
wonderful ministry. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented 

The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Anthony Finzo and Josiah Hardin at Praise Assembly of 
God in Springfield.  The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award that a Royal Ranger may 
achieve in the Royal Ranger Program. A royal Ranger hast to earn twenty four of the merit awards plus do 
a community service prject and write a 500 word essay on “The Value of Royal Rangers to Me”.  It takes a 
lot of work and determination on the part of the boy to complete the requirements for the GMA. 
Congratualtions to these young men for their efforts. 

 

November/December 2005 

Ranger Kids are “Wrapped Up in God’s Blessings!” 
Welcome back John! Recently John Hicks Jr. returned to Springfield from Arkansas to join the National 
Royal Ranger Staff. John was the District Training Coordinator for the Arkansas District Royal Rangers. 
John grew up in the Royal Ranger program when he was a boy at Elwood Assembly.  It is really neat to see 
that John’s son now is a Royal Ranger.  They attended the RK Day Camp together as a father/son team.  
 The Ranger Kids enjoyed the annual SW Division RK Day Camp at Central Assembly’s Sonrise 
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Camp on September 10th.  Many activities were held for the boys to enjoy and they were involved in a 
Bible Study, “Do you know Jesus?” 

Advanced National Training Camp 
Several men from the Southern Missouri District attended the Advanced National Training Camp at the 
National Royal Ranger Training Center at Eagle Rock, MO on September 8-11, 2005.  The purpose of the 
Camp is to give the Royal Ranger leaders “Hanson” training in advanced camping skills.  Training included 
Dutch oven cooking, survival situation, lashing projects like building a bridge and tower with rope and 
logs, orienteering –using a compass and the GPS, and training in pageantry and GMA services.  The men 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed the experienced at ANTC. 

Gold Medal of Achievement Presented 
Daniel Gore was presented the Gold Medal of Achievement at Marshfield assembly of God on September 
18, 2005.  He also received a black powder rifle. The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest award that 
a boy may earn in the Royal Ranger Program. Congratulations Daniel! 
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January/February 2006 

Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers Reach Out the Slidell, Louisiana Community 
During the week of October 17, several men from the Southern Missouri District FCF traveled to Louisiana 
to assist with the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  Each Division in the District was represented. 
 One day was spent at the home of Ray McCready, in Slidell.  the men were busy cleaning up trees 
that had blown down, ripping sheet rock off the walls and tearing out bathroom fixtures, all ruined by flood 
waters.  There had been about five feet of water inside the houses in this area. 
 Another day, sic of the men volunteered to go to Chalmetted, Louisiana with two Louisiana Royal 
Rangers leaders.  The group assisted the local leaders in removing furniture and belongings from their 
homes.  Oil from a ruptured oil storage tank had mixed with flood water creating a sludge that was 
deposited in homes and on the lawns.  Many people were not sure that they would be able to rebuilid their 
homes. 
 On Friday, October 22, the group traveled to Convington where they cutuip a huge pine tree that 
had broken off about 25 feet above the ground and fallen beside a house.  They cut up several other trees 
that had been blown down stacking the wood and brush on the edge of the street so it could be hauled 
away. As many as eight tornadoes spawned by the hurricane had gone through this aread. 
 The FCF menn completed 63 different reliefe projects.  They returned home alittle sore but 
thankful for the privilege of helping out in the Slidell aread.  Mayny people expressed sincere gratitude for 
the help they received.  Out FCF men are to be commended for generously giving their time and talents in 
order to help others. 

11th Annual District Royal Rangers Outpost Commander’s Conference. 
April 21-22, 2006-James River Assembly of God, Springfield, MO.  $25 through March 15th, $35 after 
March 15th, $15 for the ladies activities (plus food and lodging) 
Plan to attend this conference for Royal Ranger leaders throught the District. Gain new ides, a sprirtual 
uplife, and additional training to help you work with your Royal Ranger boys!  Something special for 
Pastors on Friday- The “Ranger Basics” Royal Ranger LEaderhip training Course will be taught Friday 
April 21 free of charge to all pastors who attend. 
 
Congratulations to Our Royal Rangers of the Year! 

Tha annual District Royal Ranger of the Year Evaluation was held at First Assembly of God in Rolla on 
October 28-29. The following boys qualified as a District Royal Ranger of the Year: 
Discovery: Kaleb Breshears, Bolivar Assembly of God; Tyler Sederwall and Tucker Virnig, JamesRiver 
Assembly; Quinton Hines, Faith Assembly of God-West plainse; Cody Gray, Jonathan Huff and Joseph 
Pingleton, Crown Pointe Assembly of God-Lee’s Summit; Zachary Tipton, Praise Assembly of God-St 
Louis. 
Adventure: Matt Nicholas and Ryan Reed Bolivar Assembly of God; Taylor Moore and Alex Riley, James 
River Assembly; Isaac Schmitt, Faith Assembly of God- West Plains; David Huff, Crown Point Assembly 
of God-Lee’s Summit, Daniel Tipton, Praise Assembly of God-St Louis 
Expeidtion: Vincent Finzo, Praise Assembly of God-Springfield; Daniel Persons, Victory Assembly of 
God-Neosho 

FCF Scout Elected 
Daniel Persons was elected to the position of District FCF Scout at the Fall FCF Trace in September, 2005.  
He attends Victory Assembly of God in Neosho, Missouri. Daniel is also a recipient of the Gold Medal of 
Achievement and has qualified for the 2005 District Expediont Royal Ranger of the Year.  Ou 
congratulations goes out to Daniel for a job well done! 

 

March/April 2006 

 

Depending on the interest we will offer several LTA Modules like Ranger Basics; Discipleship 1 and 2; 
RK, Discovery or Expedition activities and others. 
If you need a certain Module to complete your work for the Leader’s Medal of Achievement, let us know 
what you need at: jm73@juno.com so we can schedule those Modules. 
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There will be other workshops available as well. 
 There will be a First Aid/CPR Training Course on Friday beginning at 8 am, with a fee of $25 
for the course.  It is open to any church worker.  If there is enough interest, we will try and conduct a 
course again on Friday evening and continuing on Saturday. We need to know who wants to take this 
course because it is limited in size. 
A special banquet will be held at 5:30 pm on the 23rd to recognize the Royal Ranger leaders who earned 
the various Commander Awards during 2004. All Commander’s Award forms and fees are to be sent to: 
Don Higinbotham, 2827 Lucy Lane, Seneca, MO 64865 by February 15, 2005. 
If you need lodging rooms with two queen beds or one king have been reserved at the motels listed 
below.  You will need to call the phone number listed and tell them you are with the Royal Rangers to get 
the special group price plus tax.  If you are paying with a church tax-exempt letter with you. aLl of the 
motels have a continental breakfast. You will need to make reservation by April 1st to get the special 
price. 
The General Business Session of Saturday will be at time to discuss and make plans for the various 
activities held in the district like Pow Wow, FCF Outing, 2006 National Camporama, etc.  All leaders are 
invited to meet with the District Stagg at this time. 
The goal of the Royal Rangers Data Manager (RRDM) is to help leaders utilize the RRDM to effectively 
manage the day-to –day operations of the local outpost.  The RRDM CD will be mailed to all chartered 
outposts in April, 2005. 
There will be special craft activities ($15 fee –includes lunch_ for the ladies on Saturday morning with time 
for shopping in the afternoon (or shop the whole time).  A registration form was mailed out in the 
December mailing to all churches and commanders on the mailing list.  Please contact a district staff person  
if you misplaced it.  Please return the registration form as soon as possibleo give us an idea ofhow many 
will be coming so we can make notebooks, order food, etc. 

Tentative Schedule 
Friday April 22, 2005 
8 am—LTA Training Modules 
3 pm—Registration Begins 
6 pm—Workshop and Ladies Activites 
7 pm—Rally 
8:30—Fellowship and Auction Time 

Saturday April 23 2005 
7 am—Registration/coffee and donuts 
8 am—General Session and Council 
11:15 am—Workshops 
12 noon—Lunch at church (included in reg fee) 
1 pm—Workshops 
5:30 pm—Banquet (cost $9 each) 

Congratulations to Our GMA Recipients! 

Two fine young men from our district were recent recipients of the Royal Ranger Gold Medal of 
Achievement.  The GMA is the high award a young men can receive in Royal Rangers.  Ryan Reed of 
Outpost #107, Bolivar Assembly of God, received his Gold Medal of Achievement on October 5, 2005.  
Blake White from Parkcrest Assembly of God in Springfield received his GMA on January 8, 2006.  
Congratulations to both boys on a  job well done! 

 

May/June 2006 

Volunteers!-The Heart of Royal Rangers 
Royal ranger Ministry is based on volunteers! If it were not for the volunteers who serve as Royal Ranger 
leaders and helps in our church there would be no Royal Ranger Ministry or “Reaching, Teaching and 
Keeping Boys for Christ.” 
 These individuals give of their time each week to work with the boys in our District.  It is not just 
the time during the meeting each week. It is also planning and training time and the week-ends time spent 
with the boys to reach them for the Lord. 
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 Boys need a “Male Christina image” as a good positive, and Christian influence in their life.  This 
is the only contact some boys have with Christian men. 
 One leader who volunteers many hours of time and effort in the Royal Ranger Ministry is Ray 
Reece.  Ray and his wife, Lind started working in Royal Rangers and Missionettes at Willard Assembly of 
God in 1978.  Ray volunteers to work at the District Officer almost every week .  He fills orders for Royal 
Ranger supplies and helps with whatever comes up.  He also volunteers his time to help with the annual 
National Royal Ranger Council. 
 Ray Servers as the Southern Division Training Coordinator.  He schedules and organizes the LTA 
Training for that Division.  HE also serves as Discovery Royal Ranger Commander at at Central Assembly 
in Springfield. Thanks Ray for serving to reach those boys for Christ! 
 Special thanks and God’s Richest blessing to all our Royal Ranger Volunteers. 

Treasure Island Bays!  
Pow Wow Jun 8-11, 2006, Royal Rangers Campground, Rocky Mount, MO.  $20/person includes breakfast 
Saturday and Sunday 
Activities include: Scripture hunt, treasure hunt, fireworks, rope swing, obstacle course, cargo, net climb, 
tug-o-war, tournament-archery, bb gun, shot gun, paintball, pageant-2 nights, and more. 
Speaker: Robert Hargrave District Secretary/Treasurer Souther Missouri District 

 

July/August 2006 

Royal Ranger Leaders Continue Training 

Reaching and traching boys requires a lot of time and skill. Traingin and educating our leaders is an 
ongoing process.  On March 3-4 2006, Don Higinbotham, Jerry Millhouse, Chuck Browser, and Richard 
Michael traveled to SE Missouri and taught several Modules of the Royal Ranger leadership training 
courses.  What is really great about this training time it that the men from the Cape Girardeau Teen 
Challenge attend.  they take the training and then when they return to their local home town, they have 
some Royal Ranger training to use in the local church. One man who took the training a couple of years 
ago from Broken Arrow, Oklahoma is now a Royal Ranger Commander in his church. We appreciate the 
dedication of everyone involved in training our leaders, and in leading our boys and young men! 

Frontiersmen Gather for the 2006 Spring Outing 
The annual Frontiersman Camping Fellowship Spring Outing and Frontier Adventure was held at the 
District Royal Ranger Campgrounds on May 19-20.  The Frontier Adventure provides new members an 
opportunity to receive training in the various CF events and skills that the early Frontiersman in America 
needed to be able to survive.  This is always time of great fun and fellowship for the men and boys and 
living like the frontiersman of  old. 

 

 

September/October 2006 

Caring Enough to Make Time For Boys! 
Boys are bottomless barrels of enery! They want to climb, jump, explore, run, test themselves, compete, 
and have fun!  It takes a lot of love and understanding to reach and teach boys.  Boys need strong leaders 
who understand and accpt them.  WE thank the Lord for the many in theis District who have dedicated 
themselves to helping boys grow into “real men”! 
 Rev. Jim Dougherty, pastor of Forest Avenue Assembly of God in Springfield is such a man.  WE 
are privileged to have him on you District Royal Ranger Staff. 
 Jim moved to the Springfield area from Iowa in 1997. When he first came to Missouri, he served 
as the Royal Ranger Senior Commander at Buffalo Assembly of God. In 1999, he became the pastor at 
Forest Avenue Assembly of God in Springfield.  He presently serves as an Area Royal Ranger Commander 
in the Springfield North Sections d has done so for about ten years.   
 Jim is so wiling to lead the songs at the Distric Pow Wow and other Royal Ranger/FCF activites.  
He loves to lead the boys in singing fun songs like “Road Kill Stew” which the boys really enjoy. 
 Thanks to Rec. Jim for his dedicated support and help in the Royal Ranger Ministry of Souther 
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Missouri District.  Jim rarely misses a Royal Ranger even.  HE was present the District Outstanding 
Service Award at the District Royal Ranger Commander’s Conference in April 2006. 

2006 Camporama 
About 200 men and boys from Southern Missouri District survived the hear during the week of July 17-21 
at the National Royal Ranger Camporama. 

2 Great Events This Fall 
Dixie Stampede-Saturday, October 14th or Saturday, November 4th 
Silver Dollar City Saturday October 21st of Sunday October 22nd 
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November/December 2006 

Purple Heart Awarded to SPC Marcus L. Laut 
Marcus Laut grew up in Royal Rangers under the leadership of his dad, Command Doug Laut, 
Commanders Alan Harris, and Wes Young of the Ironton Assembly of God Outpost 100. He joined the 
Missouri National Guard during his junior year of high school. 
 During Boot Camp, he was able to use some of the survival skills he learned in Rangers and FCF, 
which carried through after his deployment to Iraq in January 2004.  Marcus quickly learned how fragile 
life is and that only God is in control of his life and the situation.  He rededicated his life to God in the 
Spring of 2004 and was instrumental in leading other comrades to the Lord. 
 Later that year on November 13, while participating in combat operations, he experienced and IED 
detonation on his M916 which cause lacerations from fragments to his have, eyes, and arms.  He was 
medivaced to Camp Fallujah for treatment.  Marcus finished his tour of duty and returned home in March 
2005. 
 On Saturday August 201005, SPC Marc L. Laut of the 1140th Engineer Battalion, received a 
purple heart for injuries he received while on duty in Iraq in a pinning ceremony at the National Guard 
Armory in Farmington. 
 Marcus has recovered with minimal hearing loss and gives God total credit for sparing his life.  
HE is currently working with the youth at Ironton Assembly of God and he and his wife Tracy are 
expecting their first child next spring. 

Royal Rangers National Training Camp 
On September 7-10 2006 Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers sponsored a National Training Camp at 
the Nation Training Center at Eagle Rock, MO. This camp is held every year as an opportunity to train 
Royal Ranger leaders in camping skills, use of the patrol system, leading boys to Christ, leadership 
techniques, etc. 
During the camp, the trainees experience how a boy feels when they are on a campout. Even though this 
was a small camp than usual, it as a good on and the weather was perfect. 

Commander and Spouse Retreat 
December 1-2 2006 Tri Lakes Center Branson, MO 
Rooms may be reserved through November 15 at The Barrington Hotel at $49.95 per room/1-800-760-
8866, the Towers at $64.95 per room/1-800-683-1122 

Christian Fun and Fellowship 
Friday Night-Tri Lakes Center 7:30 pm 
Please bring some of your favorite snack foods to share with others. Coffee and soda pop will be furnished. 
We will have some fun games and an optional gift exchange.  If you wish to participate in the gift 
exchange, please bring on $10 gift per couple attending. 
Saturday- You are on your own to go shopping and/or visit some of the local attractions or just spend some 
quiet time with your spous. 
Silver Dollar City tickeys for $80 available to commanders who atten the treat. You can purchase thses for 
yourself, spouse, and children. Please contact Jerry Millhouser at rangers@somoag.org and let him know 
how many you will need. Hope you se you in December! 
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January/February 2007 

 

2007 Outpost Commander’s Conference-For all commanders and their spouse, April 13-14 James River 
A/G, Ozark, MO  Friday Night 6 pm – Saturday Night 8 pm 

-New Training: Royal Ranger FCF Workshops, More Displays, Commander Award Presentations 

 $25.00 through March 15, $35.00 after March 15, $15.00 for ladies activities (plus food and 
lodging) 

Special training on Friday during the day beginning at 8 am 
Ranger Basics $20 (free to pastors) 
First Aid/CPR $25 
Additional Training Models $10 

Plan to be a part of our twelfth annual conference! The conference is an opportunity for the local outpost 
commander to receive additional training, new ides, a spiritual uplift and lots of information to take home 
that will help the leader to be better organized. 

R.R. leaders, bring your spouse to a Royal Ranger event! Write this date on your calendar for 2007 and 
plan to attend. 

Do you have your Leader’s Medal of Achievement? Please let us know what LTA Modules you lack so we 
can have the ones needed at this Outpost Commander’s Conference.  Call the Royal Ranger department at 
417-881-1316 or email the information to: rangers@somoag.org 

 

Congratulations to our Royal Rangers of the Year! 
The 2006 annual District Royal Ranger of the Year Evaluation was held at the District Royal Ranger 
Campgrounds on October 27-28, 2006.  The following boys qualified as District Royal Rangers of the year: 

 Discovery:  Kaleb Breshears and Tyler Lockhart, Bolivar A/G, Cody Gray and Joseph Pingleton, 
Crown Pointe, Lee’s Summit, Zachary Tipton, Praise, St. Louis, Jeremiah Goldberg, Tri-Lakes, Branson, 
Caleb Shea, Peoples Church, Arnold 

 Adventure:  Ryan Reed, Bolivar A/G, Taylor Moore, James River A/G, Ozark, Alex Rile, Central 
A/G, Springfield, Joel Pingleton and David Huff, Crown Pointe, Lee’s Summit, Daniel Tipton, Praise, St. 
Louis, Kelly Hawkins, Belton A/G, Ryler Evans, Victory, Neosho 

 Expedition: Vincent Finzo, Bolivar A/G, Daniel Persons, Victory, Neosho 

GMA Presentation 
The Gold Medal of Achievement was presented to Caleb Brinkman on August 25, 2006 at James River 
Assembly.  The Gold Medal of Achievement is the highest Award that a young man may earn in the Royal 
Ranger Program.  It takes a lot of work and determination on the part of the Royal Ranger to accomplish 
this task. 

 

 

March/April 2007 

Outpost Commander’s 2007 Conference- April 13-14 James River A/G, Ozark, MO Friday Night 6 pm – 
Saturday Night 8 pm 

$25.00 through March 15, $35.00 after March 15, $15.00 for ladies activities (plus food and lodging) 

Leaders—This is your opportunity to receive additional training, learn new ideas, enjoy good Christian fun 
and fellowship and above all, receive a “Spiritual Uplift!” 
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All pastors are invited (free of charge on Friday) to take all the Rangers Basic Course which is part of the 
Royal Ranger Leadership Training Course.  A tentative Workshop Schedule is listed showing the LTA 
Modules and other workshops to be taught at the conferences. 
 If you need a certain module to complete your work for the leader’s medal of achievement, let us 
know what you need at: jm73c@juno.com so we can maybe schedule those modules. 

Lodging- rooms with two queen beds or one king have been reserved at the motels listed below.  You will 
need to call and tell them you are with the Royal Rangers to get the group price plus tax.  If you are paying 
with a church check, bring a church tax-exempt letter with you.  Make reservations by March 30, to get the 
special price. 

 In Ozark, on Hwy 65, 3.5 miles S. of James River A/G 
 Super 8, 417-581-8800 $50 
 Comfort Inn, 41748506688 $64.99 

 In Springfield, N. of James River A/G 
 Sleep Inn, 233 E. El Camino, 888-753-3760, $64.99 (off of Hwy 60 at Campbell St. exit) 

We will discuss and make plans for the various activities held in the district like Pow-Wow, FCF Outings, 
etc. during the General Session on Saturday morning.  All leaders are invited to meet with the District 
Stagg at this time. Contact a district staff person if you need a registration form, or download it from the 
District RR web page, under Commanders Conference. 

Conference Schedule: 
Friday,  April 13, 2007 
8 am—LTA Training Modules 
3 pm—Registration Begins 
6 pm—Workshops 
7 pm—Rally 
8:30—Fellowship and Auction 

Saturday, April 14, 2007 
7 am—Registration/coffee and donuts 
8 am—General Session and Council Ladies Activities 
10:35 am—Workshops 
12:00 noon—Lunch at church 
1 pm—Workshops 
5:30 pm—Banquet (cost $9 ea.) 

Special Contest! Bring a sample of your best and unique craft project or teaching aid that you have used 
with your boys and put it on display at the conference.  You might win a prize for the best project.  Bring 
copies of how to make the craft item to share with other Commanders. 

First Aid/CPR—Training Course (8 am, Friday, April 13, $25 fee) Open to any church worker.  If there is 
enough interest we will try to repeat the course on Friday evening and continuing on Saturday.  We need to 
know who wants to take this course because it is limited in size, so please return the form below to register. 

Royal Ranger Rally!! Friday 7 pm Annual fellowship and auction time to follow! If you have anything to 
donate toward the auction, it would be appreciated. 

Ladies Activities—Saturday, April 14 $15 fee Includes two craft classes and lunch at the church.  The 
ladies will meet at 8 am for a continental breakfast with classes beginning at 8:30 am. Classes are 
“Designing your own Jewelry” and always popular, “Create a T-Shirt” Afternoon will be free time. 

Royal Ranger Banquet—Saturday 5:30 pm We will recognize Royal Ranger leaders who earned various 
Commander Awards in 2006.  Send all Commander’s Award forms and fees to: Don Higinbotham, 2827 
Lucy Lane, Seneca, MO 64865 by March 15, 2007 

 

May/June 2007 
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Ministry of the Royal Ranger Spouse 

I want to take this opportunity to pay tribute to a special “minister’s spouse” in my life, my wife, Brenda.  
She has been a real Royal Ranger wife for the past 45 years.  She has been with me in Royal Ranger 
Ministry since I was a local outpost commander at Elwood Assembly of God. 
 Over the years, Brenda has cooked, camped, prepared hot dogs, made flower arrangements, and 
table decorations for banquets, and supplied blankets and a pillow for a boy who did not have one on camp 
out.  She has cleaned the concession area at Pow Wow, sewed patches on uniforms, baked cookies, made 
flags, cooked and served chili at pinewood derbies, and make a pinewood derby car.  It would be east to go 
on and on! 
 Brenda has always supporte4d me and given of herself for the boys in our District. And most of 
all, I know she prays for me.  IT so happens that our wedding anniversary is usually during the District Pow 
Wow, so she often spends that day at the Pow Wow. 
 A special tribute and “Thanks” goes to Brenda Millhouser! 

Exploring God’s Universe 

Royal Rangers Pow wow—June 7-10, 2007 Cross Pointe Camp, Rocky Mount, MO  $20/person includes 
breakfast Saturday and Sunday.  Information: www.somoag.org  417-881-1316 

Congratulations Ranger of the Year Winners! 

Regional Adventure: Ryan Reed, First Assembly, Bolivar 
Regional Expedition: Vincent Finzo, First Assembly, Bolivar 
National: Daniel Persons, Victory Assembly, Neosho 

 

July/August 2007 

Don Hodson A real Royal Ranger Veteran! 

Donald David Hodson, “Old Sliver Tooth”, a member of First Assembly of God in Carthage and resident of 
Carthage, Missouri died on Friday May 18, 2007. 
 Don began serving as a Royal Ranger Commander in Carthage in about 1976.  He taught Straight 
Arrows (now Ranger Kids) and his wife, Brenda was right by his side helping.  Don qualified for the 
Outpost Commander’s Award for 29 years.  He served on the Southern Missouri District Royal Ranger 
Staff as an Aread Commander in the Joplin Section and achieved the annual Blue Cluster Award for 27 
years.  He completed all the requirements for the Royal Ranger Leadership Training Course and earned the 
Leaders Medal of Achievement. 
 In the late 1970’s, Don attended and completed the National Royal Ranger Training Camp and 
managed to escape without getting “Knotty” presented to him.  He was a Certified Instructor for the Ranger 
Leaders Training Academy and was very willing to help teach the various Training Modules of the 
leadership training courses.  He served on the staff for several Junior Training Camps.  Don and Brenda 
served for the National Royal Ranger Buck-a-Roo/Straight Arrows Training Camp held at Camp Sonrise in 
Ozark, Missouri.  He also participated in three missions trips to Mexico. 
 Don’s passion was for Royal Rangers and he did everything he could to help out in any way.  His 
heart and all he did was for the Royal Ranger boys in his church and the District.  Don was presented the 
District Outstanding Service Award for his dedicated service to the Royal Ranger men and boys in the 
Assemblies of God Southern Missouri District. 
 He will be greatly missed by all the Royal Rangers. 

FCF Spring Outing 

The SW Spring Outing was held May 18-19, 2007.  We were blessed with warm days and cool evenings 
for the event.  We enjoyed a variety of foods including venison, klobase, duck and squirrel. 
 This year we had guests with us because the Winter outing was canceled due to the harsh winter 
ice storm. 
 We want to thank Jim Dougherty and Mike Pennington for the great music at the Friday night 
service.  Thanks also to Travis Hendon for sharing a great devotion Friday evening.  He challenged us to do 
all we can for others and ourselves though the word of God. 
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 Friday evening Ray Reece and Jerry Millhouser taught the Black Powder course for several hours 
and the continued the training after the devotion Saturday morning.  Thanks to all who helped in teach the 
Black Powder course. 
 Larry Bartel from Tandy Leather, and his store assistant Tammy, shared information about 
working with leather.  They also provided some leather and helped us make sheaths for hawks. 
 There was a lot of hawk and knife throwing! 
 Hawk throw winners: Young Buck-Joel Pingleton, Old Timer –Ian Ross, Guest: Alex Willis 
 Knife throw winners: Young Buck- Joel Pingleton, Old Timer –Casey Mackey, Guest – Alex 
Willis 

On Saturday morning Taylor Moore, our assistant scout, gave a tremendous message to inspire all of us.  
Thank you Taylor. 
 Thanks to all who brought items for the prize blanket and to everyone for coming and making the 
outing a great success. Also, thank you Jerry for the use of you property. 

 

September/October 2007 

Junior Leaders Training Academy 

For the first time in many years the Southern Missouri District Royal Rangers conducted a Junior Leaders 
Training Academy.  This consisted of two camps: Discovery Training Camp (DTC), with 19 boys 
attending.  Eighteen leaders were present to help with the classes and provide the support to conduct these 
camps.  Chuck Browser was the Academy Director, Bob Triphahn was the commander for the DTC and 
John Hicks was the commander for the JTC.  District Commander, Jerry Millhouser was the Chaplain. 
 The purpose of the DTC is to provide boys professional training using a variety of techniques and 
methods.  This training will help the boys to become effective leaders in their weekly outpost meetings.  In 
addition, those who attend are given an opportunity for outstanding fellowship and fun.  It is the goal of 
DTC to inspire boys to become the best they can for Christ. 
 The purpose of the JTC is to give boys opportunity to train in age-appropriate skills, leadership 
development, teamwork skills, camping and outdoor skills, outstanding fellowship, and analyzing personal 
strengths and weaknesses. 
 Both camps provided boys time to make flags and develop songs and a “yell.”  It was quite a time 
when patrols gave their songs and yells! 
 The spiritual emphasis was being faithful to God.  The Bible story surrounded Joseph and his 
faithfulness to God despite circumstances that came his way.  We thank God that several young men 
responded at the nightly council fire! 

Royal Rangers can happen in a small church! 

Roy Mizner, Senior Commander, has been working with the Royal Rangers at Billings Assembly of God 
for a little over ten years.  The group may be small but it is important for the young men and boys in the 
church to have a systematic Royal Ranger Ministry for them to attend.  This provides the boys an 
opportunity to learn from and fellowship with Christian men.  It takes men like Roy who are faithful and 
dedicated to be there for the boys every week. 
 Roy has completely the requirements for the Leader’s Medal of Achievement and also attended a 
Nation Royal Ranger Training Camp.  Pastor Robert Fairchild supports the Royal Ranger Ministry and also 
attended the District Pow Wow with the boys and men from Billings. 

 

November/December 2007 

Commander and Spouse Retreat! December 7-8 2007 at Tri-Lakes Church, Branson, MO (2527 St. Hwy 
248, just off of Hwy 65 as you enter Branson North) 

Rooms may be reserved through November 8 at: Ozark Regal Hotel at $50 per room/1-800-243-1903-3010 
Green Mountain Drive.  Or, The Towers at $79.95 per room/1-800-683-1122—236 Shepherd of the Hills 
Expressway.  Tell them you are with the Royal Ranger group.  You may reserve rooms at other locations if 
you wish. 
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--Christian Fun and Fellowship 
 Friday Night- Tri-Lakes Church 7:30 pm.  We will meet again this year at Tri-Lakes Church. 
Please bring some of your favorite snack foods to share with others.  Coffee and soda pop will be furnished.  
We will have some fun games and an optional gift exchange.  If you wish to participate in the gift 
exchange, please bring on $10 gift per couple attending. 
 Saturday – You are on your own to go shopping and/or visit some of the local attractions or just 
spend some quiet time with your spouse.  Tickets to Silver Dollar City are available at the same donation 
cost as last year until November 15th.  Contact Cindy Thomas at 417-336-7413 or email her at 
cthomas@silverdollarciry.com. 

 Royal Rangers, this is a great opportunity for you to set aside some time to treat your spouse to a 
special weekend.  Hope to see you in December!! 

New Date! Outpost Commander Conference April 18-19, 2008 at James River A/G 

Gold Medal Award Presented to Christian Prince 
Christian Prince of Independence, MO was awarded the Gold Medal of Achievement by Jerry Millhouser, 
Southern Missouri District Commander.  Christian and his parents Keith and Brenda Prince attend 
Englewood Assembly of God.  On this night, Christian was recognizable for 8 years of hard work in Royal 
Rangers.  In his essay “What Royal Rangers means to Me,” he states, “one of my goals is to stay involved 
in Royal Rangers as a Junior Commander and eventually be a commander.”  On this night Don Bixler, 
Northwest Division Commander, awarded Christian the Gold Buffalo award.  Christian also participates in 
FCF, middle school football, and he is a member of the junior National Honor Society.  Christian is the 
5800th young man to earn the Royal Ranger Gold Medal since its creation 40 years ago. 

The Gift of being a Royal Ranger Commander 

Being a Royal Ranger Commander is truly a special “Gift” of Love that a commander gives to the young 
men he works with each week and on many week-ends.  It is also a tremendous responsibility. 

Although we can explain the simple plan of salvation, at times we are unprepared or surprised with the 
response.  Suddenly, the boys are standing in front of us eager to receive!  They look to us for guidance.  
Among them may be the boy who is our biggest discipline problem, the one whose father is drunk, the 
sarcastic wise guy, or the quiet, shy boy.  It is very humbling to have these boys look to you, asking you to 
pray for Christ to come into their hearts and give them His “gift” of eternal life. 

A leaders who has looked into the face of a boy who has accepted Christ for the first time will never be the 
same.  Suddenly all the work, time, and effort invested in Royal Rangers pays off. 

Witnessing God’s work in a boy’s life far outweighs the moments of discouragement and frustration, 
wondering “is it worth the effort?” 

These thoughts fill my mind and heart as I look up at the stars.  A prayer wells up from my heart and forms 
on my lips.  O God, I thank you for a ministry like Royal Rangers and for what it can do for boys.  I’m so 
grateful for the privilege of being a Royal Ranger Leader and ministering to boys; and for all those who 
give of themselves for the sake of YOUR boys! 

May God’s blessing rest upon all who serve in Royal Ranger Ministries!   

 


