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Prez Prose
It has truly been my pleasure to have been able to not
only be a part of the original founders of our Chapter, but
also act as your President since that beginning on 18 May
2011. I am not planning on going anywhere, but feel it is
time to over the “reins” to a younger person.
Okay, so he's not that much younger!!! Still, I KNOW
Rick Knoll, '65, will do his very best to continue the
success that our Chapter has enjoyed since our inception.
I intend to remain a Director for as long as I am asked
and able to do so. I thank all of you for that and for your
support in making our Chapter truly one of the best!
This was to have been the beginning of my "final"
PREZ PROSE article . However, my plans have changed
due to the following input from Rick:
"First, I'd like to thank you all for electing me the second
president of this great chapter of the graduates of the Air
Force Academy. Thanks to Tom Wilson, we have built a
chapter with a stellar record. I, of course, would like to
continue the accomplishments of this chapter and assure
you of my dedication to this task. I have visions of new
programs and concepts, but my current physical
problem, prevents me from taking the reins, at this time.
Tom has assured me that he will continue to act as the
president until I can continue to full duties. Please
consider what you owe to our alma mater and what you
might add to the mission of our chapter. Then act on
it…"
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In light of this new situation, I will certainly continue as your President until Rick is
physically able to assume these duties. Let's all wish Rick a speedy recovery...
As I have stated and requested before, we are still in need of additional grads to get more
involved with the operation of our Chapter. Presently, we are in dire need of someone to
take on the task of FUND-RAISING. Joe Rodwell did a marvelous job at the beginning and
Tom Arata followed him very successfully. Now Tom has asked us to find someone to
continue as his replacement. If any of you would be interested in assuming this role, please
contact Tom (or me) and we will gladly explain the duties and share our contacts, etc.
We are also in need of an IT SPECIALIST to replace Bob Hickcox, '75, as our Website
manager and Newsletter publisher. The duties, etc., can be reviewed elsewhere in this
Newsletter. Bob lost his wife a few months ago and has decided he prefers the winters in
North Carolina versus Minnesota. Besides that, he has grandchildren there and plans to
move sometime this fall. To simply say “THANK YOU” to Bob for all he has done for our
Chapter seems a bit trite, but it is sincere!!!
You will also see in this Newsletter that we have some new Officers and Directors for the
coming year. It is always nice to get new ideas and thoughts that the Board can consider. You
will also note the lack of female participation in our leadership. Sandy Carlson, '80, has done
a terrific job for all of us, but could use some assistance. Please consider joining forces with
her and becoming more active as an Officer, Director, or by simply attending our monthly
meetings and learn more about what we actually do, how we manage and what else we
could do to contribute to our Chapter goals and objectives.
One more positive note: Annually our Chapter selects a Distinguished Graduate. It is time
to once again ask the membership to nominate an individual for the year 2020. For those of
you who would like to do so, please contact me to confirm your intentions. That way, I can
help prevent duplication of efforts. Otherwise, the process is pretty simple: Just confirm,
then provide your rational in writing to me. I will consolidate the nominations and present
to the Board – hopefully in August - for the decision.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in the near future. Godspeed to all of us!
Tom Wilson, ’61
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MN Liaison Officers Produce Strong Year

Targeted MN Outreach Pays Off for USAFA:
Minnesota’s thirty-three Admissions Liaison Officers completed another successful year
executing their mission to Identify, Attract, Mentor and Evaluate the best and brightest MN
students for the Air Force Academy. The MN ALO team generated growth in key areas
including 6% growth in in the overall number of qualified candidates, 19% growth in the
number of female candidates, and 27% growth in candidates meeting key USAF diversity
characteristics. USAFA Admissions offered appointments to 31 MN students, and 24
accepted and entered basic training on 27 June as members of the Class of 2023. MN will
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also be sending two outstanding students to the USAFA Prep School – another great
accomplishment.
MN ALOs worked at several key events throughout the year, including school visits, air
shows, Civil Air Patrol squadron meetings, and numerous Congressional Academy events to
raise awareness of USAFA. Outreach events generated strong response from students as
evidenced by the solid growth in candidates. The generous funding from the TCA AOG
played a key role in enabling the ALO team to accomplish so many outreach events, many
what were held in rural areas of our state. The MN ALOs greatly appreciate the partnership
with the TCA AOG and the commitment to our alma mater.
ALO Team news:
The MN ALO team grew larger and stronger with the addition of five new team members
last year, bringing the total MN ALO force up to 33 ALOs. The team is actively seeking to
hire more ALOs to carry forward the important USAFA message across our state.
Lt Col Bill Fields (USAFA 1999) has expertly led the MN ALO team for the past two years
as our Liaison Officer Director (LOD). This year his inspired and excellent leadership earned
recognition by USAFA/HQ when Bill was named the Region III LOD of the Year.
Congratulations to Bill!
Lt Col TJ Kreutzer (USAFA 1999) retired from the US Air Force Reserves at the end of June
after twenty years of outstanding service to the nation. TJ will stay on as a MN ALO in
retired status.
Lt Col Jamie Lindman (USAFA 1995) continued to represent the best class to ever graduate
from USAFA with a particularly strong admissions cycle. Jamie mentored four excellent
students throughout the year, all while juggling his role as a Group Commander in the MN
Air National Guard, serving as an accomplished youth sports coach, and being a bench
player on some almost-semi-professional hockey and soccer teams.
Thanks again to the TCA AOG for their support of the MN ALOs. We look forward to next
year!
Pete Swanson, "

USAFA 1995
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Heritage Dinner Final Report
Our annual TCAAOG and Parents Club Heritage Dinner (previously called our Founders
Day Dinner) was held on April 27th at the Best Western in Burnsville. We celebrated
Founders Day, recognized Class of 2019 Graduates and Class of 2023 Appointees. There
were 151 attendees, including 8 Appointees to the Class of 2023. The USAFA
Superintendent, Lt. General Jay Silveria ’85, was our speaker. Prior to the dinner, the Class
of ‘85 sponsored a reception for the Superintendent. It was a fun evening and a great
opportunity to meet other Minnesota grads.
Next years’ Heritage Dinner will be held on May 2nd at the Southview Country Club in
South St Paul. Please save the date!
Sandy Carlson ’80, Director and Chair, Heritage Dinner

Published When We Get Around To It

5

The Northern Zoomie

July 2019

Upcoming Activities

We are purposely keeping our summer calendar light to accommodate the summer
demands of family, work and well deserved vacations.

Minnesota Parent’s Club Picnic
With that in mind, the Minnesota Parent’s Club will be having their annual picnic on
Saturday, July 27, from 6 to 9 pm at Purgatory Creek Park in Eden Prairie. All members are
invited. The Parent’s Club provides the main course, attending families sign up to bring a
side or dessert. It is a fun family event, and there are sure to be some upper class cadets in
attendance. If you plan to go, please be sure to sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4ca5ab2eab9-mnparents1
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Saint Croix River Cruise
The next planned activity will be our 5th Annual St Croix River Cruise and Dinner. The
details are still being worked out, but save the date, Sunday 9/22/2019, and keep an eye on
the TCAAOG Events and Calendar page for details on this or any other activities we have
scheduled. The website is http://tcausafaaog.org/events/.
Enjoy the summer and we hope to see you at some of our events!
Jason VanOverbeke ’03, Vice President and Events Chair

WebPerson Needed!!!
As mentioned in Prez Prose, we are in search of a new WebPerson to keep our two websites
up to date and humming smoothly. This work is typically 2-3 hours a month, with a
guaranteed hour a few days before our monthly board meeting, and the other time spread
out over the month, usually in 30 minute to 1 hour increments. The work consists of editing
existing web pages to update or replace text and picture content, adding new pages (usually
events) to both the website and facebook group page, updating web software (very easy),
and deleting new members of our employment website, who are not Academy graduates
(usually known spammers), also easy. The ideal candidate would be someone who breathes,
has operated a personal computer from time to time, and is willing to learn something new.
While helpful, knowing HTML is not really required. Our websites are implemented in
WordPress, using the Divi theme and a visual editor, so if you understand Microsoft Word, or
something similar, and have used some of the intermediate features, you will probably be able to
pick this up. You will have support from Dave Carpentier, who handles the more technical
aspects of the website, such as hosting and backups. And Bob Hickcox can help you learn in the
transition, and provide some backup from afar (he is moving to North Carolina).
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Newsletter Possible Thanks to these Great Sponsors
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TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster
Twin Cities Area Chapter - USAFA Association of Graduates June 2019
Chapter Oﬃcers
President

Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

952-518-3737

rickknoll@msn.com

Vice President

Jason VanOberbeke
’03 (2020) Holli

612-382-2602

jasonvanoverbeke@mac.com

Secretary

Bob Youngquist '72 (Jo)

651-731-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Treasurer

Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

952-518-3737

rickknoll@msn.com

Legal Advisor

Charlie Nelson ’96
(Vanessa)

952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Tom Wilson ’61 (2021) (Judy)

651-430-2269

twil906k@aol.com

Sandra Carlson ’80 (2021) (John)

952-926-0545

sandrew12@aol.com

Tom Arata ’80 (2021) (Nancy)

651-681-9686

tom.arata@ecolab.com

Zach Turcotte ’00 (2021) (Jessica)

701-610-1736

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

Terry Flower '64 (2022) (Margaret)

651-437-2005

tﬄower@stkate.edu

Rick Knoll ’65 (2022) (Kathe)

952-518-3737

rickknoll@msn.com

Bob Youngquist '72 (2022) (Jo)

651-731-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Denny Sultany ’64 (2020)

612-221-1821

dennissultany@gmail.com

Bob Hickcox ‘75 (2020)

952-738-2318

robert@hickcox.org

Jason VanOberbeke ’03 (2020) Holli

612-382-2602

jasonvanoverbeke@mac.com

Board Members (10) with term expiration included:

Committee Chairpersons
Advanced Education

Terry Flower ‘64

tﬄower@stkate.edu

ALO Programs

Bill Fields ‘99

bfields701@gmail.com

Financial and Budget

Rick Knoll ’65/Terry Flower ‘64

rickknoll@msn.com, tﬄower@stkate.edu

Fundraising

Open

Membership

Zach Turcotte ‘00

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

MN Parents’ Club Coord

Sandy Carlson ‘80

sandrew12@aol.com
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