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PREZ PROSE: JAN 2018
Here we are in another new year! Seems like yesterday that
our Chapter was established and yet we are in the middle of
our seventh year of existence. So far it has been a very successful year. Once again, our Chapter was selected as a
“DISTINGUISHED CHAPTER” by the National AOG. FYI,
only 20 Chapters received this honor, out of a total of 40 or so
“active” world-wide Chapters. Still, not bad, huh!!! (continue
on page 2).

We need ALOs!!!
"The Academy Liaison Officers (ALO) of MN are looking
to expand our ranks! USAFA
grads are sure to be familiar
with this role, but many people
do not know that this position
is also open to civilians and retired personnel who have the
drive and desire to help find,
mentor, and evaluate the next
generation of military leaders.
While reservists make up much
of the backbone of this program and gain points for participating, we also rely on the
unique perspectives and networking opportunities provided
by retired personnel who are
active in their community to
advocate for USAFA and find
high school students who truly
represent the “best of the

best”. A diverse and strong
numbered ALO force has a direct impact on how well informed community leaders and
education professionals are
concerning Air Force officer
training programs and educational opportunities.
These positions offer not only
an excellent way to shape the
future of our Air Force, but also provide networking opportunities throughout Minnesota. You’ll come into contact
with school officials, political
leaders and staffers, and other
grads throughout the state. Additionally, we periodically man
booths at area air shows and
other outreach events. If you’d
be interested in joining the MN
ALO program, please contact
Lt Col TJ Kreutzer (’99) with
any questions
at antilles27@hotmail.com."

Many of you have recently retired or
As a Chapter, we continue to offer a are nearing retirement. That benumber of activities, events, and op- comes a great time to consider beportunities for our members to partici- coming more active in our Chapter.
We are always looking for volunteers
pate. Many times there are only a
to assist or lead in our varied events
few of us at any one of these, but
and opportunities. Do take a serious
those who do attend seem to really
look at what we do and please offer
enjoy themselves. If you have not
joined in, please consider doing so in your talents and services in any and
all areas in which you may have spethe near future.
cial interests.
The next event is a dinner at the Lowell Inn in Stillwater to be held on Sat- By the way, for those of you who folurday, 13 January. Why not call one low this: Since 1972 when the Comor more of your classmates or known mander-In-Chief’s Trophy was estabgrads and join us. It promises to be a lished, AIR FORCE has won it 20
times; navy, 15, and army, 6. This innice event.
cludes army’s victories this past seaRick Knoll, ’65, represented the
son. The trophy has been “shared” 4
Chapter at the annual Chapter Presi- times over the years. ( I do not undents Conference that was held at
derstand the “sharing” part, but that is
USAFA last September. Please look what I was told by the Nat’l AOG… If
for his summary elsewhere in this
any of you have an explanation of this
Newsletter. We were extremely
“sharing” concept, please let me
pleased to receive the accolades
know!)
from the Academy that were sent our
Meanwhile, please accept our best
way. We have many reasons to be
wishes for a Fruitful, Successful and
proud of our organization.
Happy 2018.
If you are thinking about Grad School
– you might want to look into the op- Hope to see each of you at one or
more events this coming year.
portunities offered in the Advanced
Education Website link on our webTom Wilson, ’61 -- TCA AOG Chapter
site. Terry Flower, ’64, researched
President
and organized the information presented on the site, so, please use it
as an information base to determine
what and where you may wish to pursue your advanced degree. Dan Dorson, ’99, has been kind enough to organize and maintain the site itself.
Thanks to both of these grads for
their efforts and results.

Prez Prose Continued:

2

Interesting Article from military.com on how to get an ID Card noticed by
Terry Flowers

VETS MUST APPLY ONLINE FOR NEW VA ID CARD
Honorably discharged veterans of all eras who
want a new identification card from the Department
of Veterans Affairs will be able to apply online by
registering with the VA and uploading a photo, officials said.
Officials had previously told Military.com that the
process will include an online application, but offered no further details.

website where veterans can apply.
The ID cards are meant to offer a way for veterans
to prove their service without carrying a copy of
their DD214, which contains sensitive personal
information such as veterans' Social Security numbers. The new IDs will not, however, qualify as official government-issued identification for air travel
or other uses.

A 2015 law requires the VA to issue a hard-copy
photo ID to any honorably discharged veteran who
applies. The card must contain the veteran's name,
photo and a non-Social Security identification num- "Every veteran -- past, present, and future -- will
ber, the law states.
now be able to prove their military service without
the added risk of identity theft," said Rep. Vern BuTo apply for the card, veterans must register with
Vets.gov, a process that authenticates users
chanan, a Florida Republican who introduced the
through the ID.me system, VA officials told MiliID card legislation in 2015. "These ID cards will
tary.com on Oct. 16.
make life a little bit easier for our veterans."

Doing so requires users to upload a copy of a valid The VA already offers ID cards to some veterans.
government photo ID, such as a driver's license or
passport, and provide their Social Security number, Those who receive health care from the VA or
have a disability rating can get a photo ID VA
among other information.
health card, also known as a Veteran Health IdentiRelated content:
fication Card. Military retirees also hold an ID card
issued by the Defense Department.
Retirees, VA Disability Recipients to Get Biggest Pay
Raise Since 2012
VA Photo ID Cards for All Veterans Coming in Novem- Veterans are able to get a proof of service letter
through the VA's ebenefits website. And some
ber
states will include a veteran designation on driver's
licenses if requested.
Some Veteran 'Beta Testers' Can Get Early Access to
Online Exchange
The new VA ID card program begins as the military
exchange system opens online shopping to honorTo complete the card application process, users
ably discharged veterans of all eras.
will then upload a recent photo to the VA site that
That benefit, which will officially launch on Vetercan be printed on the ID card, according to a lawans Day, requires veterans to first be verified bemaker who introduced the legislation requiring the
fore they can shop. The benefit does not allow
IDs. The cards will be directly mailed to the vetershopping at brick and mortar exchange stores or
the commissary and does not include base access.
an.
No further information was available as to when in
November applications will open, the turnaround
time for the IDs or a specific address on the VA

-- Amy Bushatz can be reached at
amy.bushatz@military.com.
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Chapter Winter Dinner at The Lowell Inn
6pm, 13 January 2018
Stillwater Minnesota

A Chapter dinner has been arranged for the date of Saturday, 13 January, 2018. The dinner is to be held in the Matterhorn Room of the Lowell Inn in Stillwater, beginning at 6 P.M. for a social hour, followed by dinner at 7 P.M.
Parking on the street or in the ramp located next door to the Inn. If you use the ramp, your ticket can be validated at the
front desk at the Inn. We will have a limited menu, with the following choices (please tell us your selections when you
RSVP):
ALMOND CRUSTED WALLEYE Pan-Seared Walleye on a Bed of Mashed Potatoes with Lemon-Cream and Vegetable of the Day
$20.00
BEEF WELLINGTON Grilled Petite Tenderloin and Gorgonzola-Rosemary Sautéed Mushrooms wrapped in a Puff Pastry

served with Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable of the Day and Béarnaise $30.00
STUFFED PORK TENDERLOIN* Cranberry and Wild Mushroom Stuffed Pork Tenderloin Served with The
Classic Lowell Inn Red Cabbage and Spaetzle $21.00
BASIL CHICKEN PASTA Tender Pieces of Chicken Breast Simmered in Tomato Basil Sauce and Tossed
with Angel Hair Pasta $17.00
A ROASTED VEGETABLE DINNER is also available. $18.00
The below items can be ordered at the dinner:
GARDEN SALAD Mixed Greens with Fresh Seasonal Vegetables Served with your Choice of Dressing Side
$6.50 Entrée $8.50
CAESAR SALAD Crisp Romaine Lettuce tossed with Classic Caesar Dressing, Parmesan Cheese and
Croutons Side $7.50 Entrée $9.50
For either salad: Add Chicken $3.00 Add Shrimp $5.00
Coffee and Tea are extra.
Dessert is also extra.
Pay as you go bar.
Please save the date and RSVP to Tom Wilson with your entree selections at twil906k@aol.com or 651-4302269.
See you there!!!
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Save the Date!!!
Founders Day Dinner and Air Force Celebration 2018

5

Back Page Fun…
Ben and his family at the Academy in November 2017

My wife Jennie, myself and our boys (Ben jr 3 and Luke 1) got
the opportunity to visit the Academy during the weekend of 4
November 2017. It just happened to be Army weekend. We
stayed at the Academy Hotel just outside the south gate. We had
a great time with the kids. Tailgating was a little different than I
remembered with the two little guys but it was great to be out
there. According to the honor code, we can not lie and the truth
is that we didn’t even make it into the stadium. It was great just
tailgating, looking at all the aircraft and Army toys and watching
the fly overs. I’m glad we didn’t buy tickets as it was nap time
and time to eat again by the time the game kicked off. They tell
me that at some point in the future I’ll be able to actually watch a
game with the boys… maybe in 2020???
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Newsletter Possible Thanks to
these Great Sponsors!
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TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster
TWIN CITIES AREA CHAPTER— USAFA ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES
8-31-2017
Chapter Officers:
President: Tom Wilson ’61 (Judy)

651-430-2269

twil906k@aol.com

Vice Pres: Charlie Nelson ’96 (Vanessa)

952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Secretary: Bob Youngquist '72 (Jo)

651-731-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Treasurer: Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

952-518-3737

rickknoll@msn.com

Legal Advisor: Charlie Nelson ’96 (Vanessa) 952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Board Members (10) with term expiration included :
Tom Wilson ’61 (2018) (Judy)

651-430-2269

twil906k@aol.com

Sandra Carlson ’80 (2018) (John)

952-926-0545

sandrew12@aol.com

Charlie Nelson ’96 (2018) (Vanessa)

952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Zach Turcotte ’00 (2018) (Jessica)

701-610-1736

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

Terry Flower '64 (2019) (Margaret)

651-437-2005

tfflower@stkate.edu

Rick Knoll ’65 (2019) (Kathe)

952-854-7874

rickknoll@msn.com

Bob Youngquist '72 (2019) (Jo)

651-730-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Benjamin Schoenbauer ’04 (2017) (Jennie)

952-290-0470

brschoenbauer@gmail.com

Bob Hickcox ‘75 (2017) (Jackie Henry)

952-738-2318

robert@hickcox.org

Tim Hess '93 (2017)

952-831-0580

tim.hess@hotmail.com

651-437-2005

fflower@stkate.edu

Committee Chairpersons:
Advanced Education: Terry Flower '64
ALO Programs: Bill Fields ’99

bfields701@gmail.com

Congressional Liaison: Terry Flower/Charlie Nelson
Financial & Budget: Terry Flower / Rick Knoll
Fundraising: Tom Arata

651-681-9686

tca80@msn.com

Membership: Zach Turcotte ’00

701-610-1736

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

MN Parent’s Club Coord: Sandy Carlson

952-926-0545

sandrew12@aol.com
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