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Frequently Asked Questions: The Project 

 

1. How big is the Wambo Wind Farm project? 

In total, the project is approved to build up to 110 turbines, however construction will be completed in two 

stages: 

• Stage 1 of the project comprises 42 wind turbines.   

• Stage 2 is in planning and is contingent upon a number of factors.  
 

2. How was the project assessed? 

As with all wind farm proposals, Wambo Wind Farm was subject to assessment under both State and Federal 

government planning controls and environmental assessment criteria. The Project’s development application 

(DA) was approved by the Queensland Government under State code 23: Wind farm development of the 

State Development Assessment Provisions in October 2020.   

 

In late January 2022, the Federal Government approved the Project under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).   

3. How do wind turbines work? 

Wind turbines capture wind energy within the area swept by their blades. The spinning blades drive a 

generator that produces electricity for export into the national grid. 

Technological advances in the renewables sector means wind turbines are now larger and more efficient and 

make increasing use of intelligent technology. Rotor diameters and hub heights have been increased to 

capture more wind and produce more energy per turbine. These advances in technology also mean that 

fewer turbines are needed to produce the same amount of energy.   

Along with solar, wind energy is one of Australia’s main sources of renewable energy, generating enough 

electricity in 2020 to meet 35.9% of Australia’s electricity, 9.9% from wind1. 

4. What is the expected life of a wind farm? 

Wind farms are expected to have an operational life of 30 years, during which time they are carefully 

managed and maintained. When wind turbines reach the end of their practical life, they are decommissioned 

and removed. The wind farm owner is responsible for deconstruction, removal and remediation of the site. 

5. Are wind turbines recyclable?  

Recycling of wind turbines is a key consideration for the industry. Approximately 85% of the materials 

including steel towers, copper cabling and aluminium components are readily recycled in steelworks and 

foundries.  There are also now a variety of ways of dealing with the blades, including: 

• Repurposing – blades can be used as support structures for bridges, making cycle shelters, roofing 

• Recycling – using the ground up fibreglass in cement and other manufacturing processes 
Research is ongoing into  redesigning blades using materials such as thermoplastic resin or carbon fibre 

instead of fibreglass so that they can be more readily recycled into higher-value end products. 

 
1 Clean Energy Council 

http://www.dlgrma.qld.gov.au/resources/guideline/planning/wind-farm-state-code-planning-guideline.pdf
http://www.dlgrma.qld.gov.au/resources/guideline/planning/wind-farm-state-code-planning-guideline.pdf
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6. How many local jobs will Wambo Wind Farm create? 

It is expected that the project will create up to: 

• 200 new jobs during construction 

• 20 ongoing management and maintenance jobs once the wind farm is operational 

Wambo Wind Farm is committed to the use of local labour and materials wherever possible and will 

emphasise this with contractors engaged for the Project.  

 

7. How can I register for opportunities on the project?  

Wambo Wind Farm is working with Toowoomba and Surat Basin Enterprises (TSBE). TSBE is assisting with 

engaging local business communities and providing opportunities for the supply of goods and services as 

well as work on the project, particularly during construction. You can register your business interest in the 

project via wambowindfarm@tsbe.com.au  

 

8. How is Cultural Heritage being managed on the project?  

The Project team has negotiated agreements with the two relevant local First Nations groups, the Barunggam 

and Western Wakka Wakka peoples. These Cultural Heritage Management Plans have been developed, 

agreed and approved by the Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships. These plans 

require site surveys to be conducted before any excavation is undertaken, so that any identified cultural 

heritage areas can be protected.   

 

The first cultural heritage surveys on the Project site were undertaken by Traditional Owner representatives, 

however no significant items of cultural heritage were identified at that time. 

 

9. Will the project have any impact on flora and fauna? 

Protection of flora and fauna is a key element of wind farm project planning and delivery and as such, wind 

farm proposals are subject to very stringent environmental and planning assessments and controls to ensure 

that any potential impacts are carefully considered. The project’s design will aim to avoid or minimise impacts 

on all areas of the environment, including flora and fauna. 

  

10.  How can I get more information about Wambo Wind Farm? 

You can find more information about Wambo Wind Farm in several ways:  

• Visit the website wambowindfarm.com.au 

• Register on the website for regular project updates 

• Email us – info@wambowindfarm.com.au  

• Call the team – 1800 490 475 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wambowindfarm@tsbe.com.au
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=12231cc04f391222f276b02db47bc6f18c8243accd4312e5a91229609a08c324JmltdHM9MTY1NDc0MTc1NCZpZ3VpZD04YjdkZjU5OS1mNGY5LTQzNjctODVhMS1hYzg3NWM4ZmM5MzUmaW5zaWQ9NTE3MA&ptn=3&fclid=f3cddad1-e79b-11ec-aef4-ce0903714fa3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93YW1ib3dpbmRmYXJtLmNvbS5hdS8&ntb=1
mailto:info@wambowindfarm.com.au
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Frequently Asked Questions: The Community 

 

1.  How will the local area benefit from the wind farm? 

Wambo Wind Farm will deliver a range of local community and broader benefits, including: 
 

• Significant investment in regional Queensland and renewable energy to assist the Queensland 
government in reaching its target of 50% renewable energy generation by 2030 

• Opportunities for local businesses, with particular focus on Jandowae and nearby communities 

• A reduction in CO2 emissions will lessen the impact of climate change, which is predicted to bring 
longer and deeper periods of drought and other extreme weather events 

• At the start of construction, the project will contribute to the local community in a targeted and 
meaningful way through a Community Benefit Fund. 

 

2. What is a Community Benefit Fund? 

A Community Benefit Fund is a pool of money set aside by Wambo Wind Farm to support projects and 

initiatives in local communities near the project.  

In 2021, Wambo established a pre-construction Community Benefit Fund of $50,000 for local projects. 

When calling for submissions there was a particular focus on projects that supported Wambo’s principles of 

building sustainable communities and enhancing the safety, health and well-being of local people. The pre-

construction fund was very well supported, with numerous submissions received from community groups and 

organisations.  

First payments were made in May 2021 with a total of $32,000 allocated to various community projects. The 

second round of funding was released in September 2021, providing a further $25,600 in project funding.     

Once construction of Wambo Wind Farm starts, a new, expanded Community Benefit Fund will be 

established.  The Fund will operate for the life of the project. Each year organisations and groups will be 

requested to provide submissions for a share of the fund to be used to support local community projects and 

initiatives.    

 

3.  Which groups received grants from the pre-construction Community Benefit Fund?  

The pre-construction fund was very well received, with lots of submissions for a share of the fund’s $50,000. 
All submissions were considered and each one assessed by a committee made up of local community 
members and Wambo Wind Farm representatives to determine which projects would be allocated funds. 

Round one Community Benefit Fund recipients were:  

• Taralga Retirement Village 

• Jandowae Squash Club 

• Jandowae Bowls Club 

• Jandowae Golf Club 
 

Round two recipients were: 

• Jandowae Kindergarten 

• Bell Golf Club 

• Ironpot Farmers Hall 

• Jandowae Progress Association 

• Jandowae Primary School 
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4.  How can I make a submission for funding? 

Once the wind farm is in construction an expanded Community Benefit Fund will be established.  The 

community will be notified and there will be a call for submissions for funding. Submission criteria, an 

application form and the fund’s terms of reference will be made available to interested groups and 

organisations at that time. 


