
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called by God to reduce the widening gap between rich and poor 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 29, 2022 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albany, New York 

 



 

 

Welcome!  

Whether you are worshipping with us for the first time  

or have grown up here at FPC,  

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  

In addition to in-person worship,  

we livestream this service on Facebook each Sunday.  

Previous services are available at any time in the video section of  

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

   

An update on COVID guidelines: 

Albany County’s current CDC Community Level is RED. 

Mask wearing and social distancing is mandatory.  

Thank you for your patience and kindness to each other. 

As a church open to all and as an intergenerational community of faith,  

we want to do our very best to be a welcoming and healthy place for all generations. 

(see Green – Yellow – Red chart at the end of the bulletin for more details) 
 

 

The Gathering 
 

*indicates when to rise in body or spirit 

 

Prelude    Prayer of Christ’s Ascension from Ascension Suite Olivier Messiaen 

  

Welcome & Announcements    
 

Ringing of the Bell  

 

*Call to Worship  

 One:   The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 

  All:   The mountains melt like wax before God, before the Lord of all the earth.  

                The heavens proclaim their righteousness, and all the peoples see their glory. 

     One:   All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols—worship God,  

                all who think you are gods! 

  All:   Let those who love God hate evil, for God guards the lives of their faithful ones  

                and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.  

     One:   Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart. 

      All:   Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous, and praise God’s holy name. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Hymn No. 396 Brethren, We Have Met to Worship HOLY MANNA 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
                                     
*Prayer of Confession  

   Unison: Loving God, 

       You have shown yourself to us in Jesus, 

       perfect in every way, 

       compassionate and kind, 

       faithful and loving, 

       gracious, hospitable, open. 

       While you direct us to follow in his way 

       and embrace the qualities that marked his life, 

       we confess that we have stumbled and fallen. 

       Our sins are real, and they are many. 

  

       Have mercy on us. 

https://hymnal.pcusastore.com/Hymn/Index/396


 

 

       Forgive our failings. 

       Encourage us to start again, 

       trusting that what we have seen in Jesus is true 

       and nothing, not even our sin, 

       can separate us from your love. 

       Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

       Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the    

       End. Blessed are those who ask for forgiveness and that wash their lives, because they can  

       enter through the gates of peace. These are the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ we  

       are forgiven. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

*The Welcome and Peace 

     One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      All:   And also with you. 

                   The congregation greets one another with words and signs of peace. 

 

The Word 
 

New Testament Lesson     Acts 16:16–34 (N.T., p. 136) Diane Cornell 

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 97                                                  (O.T., pp. 551)   

One: The word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God.  
  

Anthem To Everything a Season                              Taylor Davis  

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir and Susan Gierthy, oboe 

       To everything a season, to everything a time,  

       for ev’ry purpose under heaven, to ev’ry thing there is a time. 

       A time to live and die, to sow and harvest.  

       A time to kill and heal, to wreck and build. 

       A time to cry and laugh, to mourn and dance; 

       there is a time. 
 

       A time to cast away; to bring together. 



 

 

       A time to be embraced; to live alone. 

       To find and lose; to keep and give;  

       there is a time.  
 

       A time to tear apart; to mend together. 

       Time for silence, time to speak.  

       To love and hate; for war and peace.  

       A time to live and die, to cry and laugh,  

       to mourn and dance, a time.  
 

Gospel Lesson     John 17:20–26 (N.T., p. 111–112)   

One: The gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Simply Be Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos 
 

Our Response 
 

*Hymn No. 467 Give Us Light JYOTHI DHO 

(Choir Singing Only) 

   
 

Prayers of the People  Fiona McKinney                                                                           

There is a “Prayers of the People” book on the table in the back of the sanctuary. We 

encourage the congregation to write their concerns and thanksgivings in the book before 

the service so they can be included in the Prayers of the People. Several petitions are 

offered, each concluding with: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts  

       Offering receptacles are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may   

       place your offering in one on the way into worship or as you leave.    

       You may also donate online at firstpresalbany.org/donate or scan the  

       QR code to the right (turn on your cell phone camera and hold it over 

       this box/the QR code to donate online) 
 

Prayer of Dedication 



 

 

Offertory Revelation 19 Jack Schraeder 

First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 

       Hallelujah, salvation and glory, 

       honor and power unto the Lord our God. 

       For the Lord our God is mighty,  

       and the Lord our God is omnipotent  

       the Lord our God is wonderful.  

 

       All praises be to the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, God is wonderful!  

       Hallelujah, God is wonderful! 

       Hallelujah, salvation and glory Honor and power, God is wonderful! 

       for the Lord our god is mighty, the Lord our God is omnipotent, our Lord God is  

       wonderful! 

 

The Eucharist (Thanksgiving) 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All those, including children, who seek the way of Christ and desire fellowship in the 

church are invited to the Lord’s Table to share in our common meal of Thanksgiving. 
 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer  

 One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (prayer continues with the spoken responses) 

One: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     

 All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

One: … in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

         

One: And now with the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray: 



 

 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People     

       The congregation partakes of their individually-wrapped communion elements. The bread  

       and juice are accessed by pulling back the plastic wrap. 

 

Communion Music  But the Lord is mindful of His own, from St. Paul Felix Mendelssohn 

  Fiona McKinney, alto            

       But the Lord is mindful of His own, He remembers His children. Bow down before Him,  

       ye mighty, for the Lord is near us. Yea, the Lord is mindful of His own, He remembers  

       His children. 

   

Prayer after Communion 

       O God, your Son, Jesus, 

       prayed for his disciples, 

       and sent them into the world 

       to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. 

       By your Holy Spirit, hold the church in unity, 

       and keep it faithful to your Word, 

       so that, breaking bread together, 

       we may be one with Christ 

       in faith and love and service, 

       now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Sending 
 
 

*Hymn No.  300 We are One in the Spirit THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Response by the People (in unison) Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Responsive Hymn No. 288            Spirit of the Living God                         LIVING GOD 

(Choir Singing Only) 

 
 

Postlude Postlude on Bryn Calfaria Ralph Vaughan Williams Edward Elgar   

 

You may be seated if you wish to listen to the postlude. 

Please join us for Fellowship Time in Assembly Hall or outside on Willett Street, weather 

permitting. 
 

The music is reprinted under CCLI License #2853455 and OneLicense #A-716938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving you today is Usher/Greeter Team F:  
Diane Cornell, Susan Haney, Lee Helsby, Harriet Seeley & Cynthia Winter 

 

Serving you today as offering counters: David Takor & Leslie Cheu 
 

Serving you today as Communion Servers: Susan Haney & David Takor 
   

Serving you today as Audio Visual Specialist: Bruce Brynolfson 
   

Serving you on June 5 is Usher/Greeter Team G:  

Carol Bullard, Kathie Keck, Yousaf Mathias, Amy Robinson & Eric Weinhold 

 

Serving you on June 5 as Scripture Reader and Prayer Reader:  

Carol Bullard & John Myers 
 

Serving you on June 5 as offering counters: Jeff Durgee & Ron Geuther  
 

Serving you June 5 as Communion Servers: Carol Bullard, Betsy Hadden, & John Myers 
 

Serving you on June 5 as Audio Visual Specialist: Kevin Fuscus 



 

 

The First Presbyterian 

Church 

“is a house of prayer for 

all people.” (Isaiah 56:7) 
 

We welcome persons  

 of differing abilities 

 of all economic and  

  ethnic groups  

 of any sexual   

  orientation 
 

To share with us 

 the joy, 

 the power, 

 the challenge  

 of God’s good news in 

 Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome! Let us know you have joined us for 

worship by scanning this QR code. 

 

We welcome children to our worship services. 

Nursery care for children age birth through 

kindergarten is not currently provided. We will provide care in 

the near future as caregivers are hired.   

 

Parking is available on Sunday mornings in Washington Park. 

There is also a parking lot on Washington Avenue just west of 

Lark Street available during church services on Sunday 

mornings. The church parking lot on Sunday mornings is 

reserved for visitors and for those who, for physical reasons, 

need close access to the church. Please note the spaces reserved 

for those with disabilities, and please do not block other cars. 

 

We continue to livestream our Sunday worship services on 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Education Schedule  

Preschool class will return in September 

9:15-9:45 Kindergarten through Grade 5 – via Zoom 

9:00-9:45 Adults – via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements 

 
 Pastors Glenn and Miriam Lawrence 

Leupold are currently on Sabbatical. You 

can learn more about it 

at www.firstpresalbany.org/sabbatical-

news/. They return to the church on 

September 7. The Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-

Santos is our Sabbatical Pastor.  
 

We welcome back to our pulpit this 

morning the Rev. Dr. Amaury Tañón-Santos 

(él/he/him) who serves the Executive 

Director/CEO of the Schenectady 

Community Ministries, a half-century-old 

collaborative of faith communities in the 

greater Schenectady, NY area seeking to 

address the social, financial and political 

injustices that emanate from and perpetuate 

systemic poverty. 

 

Before his call to social NGO/not-for-profit 

leadership, Amaury served as pastor of 

congregations in urban contexts of New 

York and New Jersey. He also served in 

higher theological education as program 

director in the areas of multicultural 

ministry, faith and public life, and Latina/o 

leadership formation, and as staff in regional 

church ministry. His journey in religious 

vocation, community engagement, and 

urban life began in his native Puerto Rico 

(the traditional land of the Borikén Taíno). 
 

Amaury lives in the Capital Region of New 

York State (the traditional land of the 

Mohican people), and is the spouse of First 

Pres member Jeannette, and the parent to 

Aiden Paul and Sebastián Mikel. 

 
 

Looking for some Fellowship Time? Join 

other First Pres members at a safe gathering! 

If you’re interested in hosting 

a porch, patio or deck time at your home, 

please contact the Jamie in the church office 

(518-449-7332 or info@firstpresalbany.org)  

with details. 
 

Each month the FOCUS Food Pantry 

requests items from its member churches. The 

donation for FPC for June is shampoo. All 

items must be new and unopened. Please 

leave donations in the box in Assembly Hall. 

Questions?  Call Susan Sneeringer at 518-

438-3980.   
 

New and Exciting Educational Opportunity 

for the Entire Congregation 

 Your Anti-Racism 

Task Force hopes 

that you will join 

us for the new and 

exciting 

educational 

program “Trouble the Water:  

Conversations to Disrupt Racism and 

Dominance.”  Developed by the PC(USA) in 

response to the 222nd General Assembly’s call 

for church-wide conversations on race, the 

video series is designed to encourage 

conversations in local churches about race, 

racism, ethnicity and ethnocentrism.  We will 

gather on Zoom on six consecutive 

Wednesday evenings, between 7:00-8:30 

pm, to watch the videos and talk about them 

together. 

Come to as many evenings as you can!  The 

dates and topics are: 

Wed., June 1:     “Where Do We Go From  

                              Here?” 

Refer to Tuesday’s Eblast for the Zoom link. 

http://www.firstpresalbany.org/sabbatical-news/
http://www.firstpresalbany.org/sabbatical-news/
https://www.sicm.us/
https://www.sicm.us/


 

 

5 Ways to Help Make the Sabbatical Successful 

 

1. Stay engaged with your church. This is also a meaningful time for the 

congregation with specific fellowship, worship, education and outreach 

opportunities. What will the congregation and its members release? What 

will you receive? How will the congregation be changed when Glenn and 

Miriam return? The sabbatical starts after church on May 1 and ends on 

September 7.  

 

2. Give Miriam and Glenn a complete sabbath of rest and renewal. This means 

no calls, emails, texts, social media messages or contact of any kind. You 

can even delete their cellphone numbers from your phone, and we promise 

to give it to you again when they come back. 

 

3. Support Pastor Amaury Tañón-Santos and the session’s leadership during 

the sabbatical.  Pastor Amaury is working 12 hours a week at FPC, and 

session members are taking on some additional responsibilities. Help them 

out! Lend a hand! Contact the church office with all emergencies. 

 

4. Take the initiative to care for each other. If you hear of someone going 

through a hard time, reach out and care for them! You can contact Jamie in 

the Church Office who will let Pastor Amaury know, but you are also part of 

the body of Christ and can be there for one another. The love and care of our 

church is something we all do now anyway. We just don’t want to forget that 

during the sabbatical.  

 

5. Help contribute to a healthy church culture by being a non-anxious presence.  

Offer to help. Plan ahead. Be patient. Things will work out. During the 

sabbatical, the sun will still rise tomorrow, and the earth will keep on 

spinning no matter what challenges arise. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 

Leslie Cheu – Finance Committee Chairperson 

Marian Eaton – Nominating Committee Chairperson 

Kevin Fuscus – Property Committee 

Owen Gilbo – Property Committee Chairperson 

Carol Green – Membership Committee Chairperson 

Lee Helsby – Worship Committee Chairperson 

Ellen Kemp – Worship Committee 

Paloma Luisi – Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson 

Lillie McLaughlin – Social Justice & Peacemaking Committee Chairperson 

Jon Rice – Outreach & Mission Committee Chairperson

Kendra Smith-Howard – Christian Education Chairperson 

Eric Weinhold – Stewardship Committee Chairperson 

Mary Rogers* – Clerk of Session and Administration Committee Chairperson 

 

Board of Deacons 

 

Mirabelle Beck – Hospitality Team 

Susan Haney - Moderator 

David Hinchen – Hospitality Team Coordinator 

Chas Kite – Flock Team Coordinator 

David Takor – Flower Team Coordinator 

Betsy Hadden* – Care Team Coordinator 

 

(* not currently an active/installed officer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Glenn D. Leupold, Co–Pastor                                                               Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Co–Pastor 
Michael C. Lister, Director of Music                                                           Trevor Kahlbaugh, Organist 

Molly Dowell Baum, Youth Director                                            Jamie Mamone, Office Administrator 

                                                                     Fred Boehrer, FOCUS Exec. Dir.                                                                                         

                                                       362 State Street, Albany, New York 12210 

518–449–7332    Fax: 518–449–3104 

E–mail address: info@firstpresalbany.org                                                                                              Website: firstpresalbany.org 

 

Visit us on Facebook! If you see something you like, share it! 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Sunday, 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

May 29             

 

Monday          Office Closed 

                      

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

       
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.   Trouble the Water 

 

Thursday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

                         4:30 p.m.   337th Stated Meeting of Albany Presbytery 

                         7:00 p.m.   Soloist/ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Next Sunday,   9:00 a.m. Adult Education via Zoom 

June 5               9:15 a.m. Children’s Education via Zoom 

                          9:30 a.m. Soloist/Choir Rehearsal 

                        10:30 a.m. More Light Sunday Service In-Person and Live Stream on Facebook 

                        11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

  
  



 

 

                                                                  

Matthew 25 in the PC(USA): 

A bold vision and invitation 

 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 

 

Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invitation to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 25:31–46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community 
and the world. 

As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas 
of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed 

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break 
down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor 

To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25. 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Presbyterian Mission 

 

 

Matthew  25 


